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AUTHOB’S PBEFACE. 


The present volume, although compiled in India, has been 
to a considerable extent rewritten since my return to London. 
Access to the British Museum collection has enabled me to 
include a number o£ additional species, to redescribe many 
of Walker’s species, and to effect some important alterations 
in synonymy. 

My tbanks are due and are hereby tendered to Dr. N. 
Annandale, Director of the Zoological Survey of India, 
for his kind permission to reproduce many figures from 
the original blocks made for my papers in the 
* Records of the Indian Museum/ This acknowledgment 
applies not only to the present volume, hut also to my 
previous volume (Brachycera, Yol. I, 1920), from which it 
was omitted by an unfortunate oversight. Many new figures 
have been drawn by Mr. Bagchi, of the Indian Museum. 
Among the Conopid^: and (Estkid^ text-figures 73, 74, 76, 
77 and 82-85 are by Mr. A. J. Engel Terzi, of London. 
I am also greatly indebted to Major E. E. Austen, D.S.O., 
for allowing me the use of his copious manuscript notes on 
Sybphid,®, which he made some years ago in arranging the 
British Museum collection, and which have proved invaluable 
in my revisionary work. 

E. BRUNETTI. 

London, May 1922. 




EDITORIAL NOTE. 


Ab stated in tbe Preface to Mr. Brunettes preceding volume 
(Diptera Brachycera, Vol. I, May 1920), it was necessary, from 
want of space and for other reasons, to omit certain families from 
that work. The present volume is devoted to these groups, the 
PumrciTLiD^, Sybphid^e, Conopidje, and (Estbiix®. The manu¬ 
script dealing with these families was received at the same time 
as that of the earlier volume, but in its present form the account 
of them is substantially enlarged and to some extent rewritten: 
for, as the author explains below in his preface, several months’ 
work at the British Museum has enabled him to include 
descriptions of a large number of additional species. 

Like the author, the editors wish to express their indebtedness 
to those who have assisted in providing illustrations for the book; 
to Dr. N. Annandale for kindly allowing many figures to be repro¬ 
duced from blocks made for ‘Becords of the Indian Museum*; 
to Mr. Bagchi, who has made a number of new figures, and 
to Mr. Engel Terzi for his careful drawings of Conopid^e and 
CEstbid^ ; to the Societe Entomologique de France for their 
courtesy in permitting re-publication of the figures of Korinchia 
rufa given on pages 225-6, which recently appeared in their 
‘ Bulletin *; and to Monsieur J. Herve-Bazin for the loan of his 
original drawings of that insect. 


A. E. SHIPLEY. 


January 1923. 
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17. Pipunculus annulifemur should strictly not be designated “sp. nov.,” tie 
it was described by tbe present author in Bull. Ent. Research, xii, 
part 4, p. 469 (Feb. 1922). As stated there, and again in the present 
Tolume, it was described from two males, the type and another, now 
in the British Museum. A female was, however, figured from an 
example not submitted to the present author, and this figure appeared 
in the plate following the original description (t. c. pi. xv, fig. 6). This 
plate illustrates a paper by T. V. Subramaniarn, in which P. annuli- 
femur is stated to parasitise tbe three mango Jassids, Idiocerus niveo- 
sparsus, atkinsoni, and clypcalis. 

47. References under Mel&nostoma ambiguum : for “ Scava ambiguum ” read 
Scava ambiguaJ’ The third reference should read “ Syrphus mono- 
chains, Loew, Bescbr. Eur. Dipt, ii, p. 224 (1871),” and the fourth 
should read “ Scceva hyperborea, Holmgren, Ofvers. Vet.-Akad. 
Forhandl. xxix, no. 6, p. 100 (1872).” 

64. Sixth reference under Asarcina agrota : for “ Syrphus infirma" read 
“ Syrphus infirmus ,.” 

76. Third reference under Syrphus torvus : for “ Scava topiarius " read 
“ Scam topiaria /* 

82. References under Syrphus balteatus : the date under Muscu scitulus 
should be 1782, not 1776. The fourth reference should read “ Musca* 
alternater, Schrank, Enum. Ins. Atistr. p. 448 (1781).” Fifth reference : 
for “ Musca ncctareus ” read “ Syrphus Hectare us.” 

85. After the heading “ SyTpllIlS Corolla, Fabr.” add “ (PI. II, fig. 18.).” 

87. The last reference under Syrphus latifasciatus should read “ Scavd abbre- 
viata, Zetterstedt, Dipt. Sound, viii, p. 3136 (1849).” 

95. Line 21 from top: for “ citiofoxciatum ” read “ citrofa'scialum.” 

105. Top line: for “ Kettesz ” read “ Kertesz.” 

196. Line 13 from bottom : For Magaspis” read “ Megaspis.” 



Order DIPTEBA. 


Families PIPUNCULID.E, SYRPHIDiE, 
CONOPID.E, CESTRIDJE. 

This volume is devoted to the above four families, the systematic 
account of which was excluded from the volume entitled “Diptkba 
Bbachycera, Vol. I,” published iu 1920. They are, however, 
referred to in the Introduction to that volume, and are included 
in the key of families given therein on pp. 6-&. 


Family PIPUNCULID^E. 

Head nearly globose, practically all eyes, distinctly broader than 
thorax, and very loosely though rather closely applied to it, 
generally considerably puffed out behind. Eyes bare, usually 
contiguous in <3 for some distance, occasionally subcontiguous 
only, facets enlarged; irons in $ narrow, front facets enlarged, 
sometimes very considerably ; three ocelli; face very narrow and 
elongate in both sexes. Proboscis very small, concealed, as are 
the palpi, which are said to be clavate, rarely visible. Antenn© 
3-jointed; first two joints very short; 3rd more or less elongate, 
oval or rounded, generally (Pijmnculus) broad at base, gradually 
contracting to a blunt or sharp point; or rounded ( Verrallia , 
Chalarus ); the always long, bare, basally thickened arista placed 
at the base of the joint. Some small ocellar and vertical bristles 
in Verrallia and Chalarus , but Piymnculus has no head-bristles. 

Thorax subquadrate; bare ( Pipunculus ) or with small but dis¬ 
tinct bristles ( Verrallia , Chalarus ) ; scutellum usually bare, rarely 
slightly pubescent, or with marginal bristles. 

Abdomen normally cylindrical, longer than thorax, generally 
more fir less curved, 5-segmented in <3 ,6-segmented in $ , usually 
bare, but sometimes slightly or distinctly pubescent. Genitalia 
in <3 large, conspicuous, affording good specific characters;* 
ovipositor in 2 bulbous at base, the remainder long, pointed, and 
carved under the venter. 

Leys moderate in length and size, bare, except for a few very 
short bristles beneath some of the femora in certain species; hind 


* I have not devoted much study personally to the genitalia, but according 
to E. T. Cresson, Junr., these organs are similar in structure though diverse in 
form, and are apparently variable to some extent in certain species (see Trans. 
Amer. Ent. Soc. xxxvi, pp. 270-1, Dec. 1910). 
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tibiae generally a little twisted about the middle; tarsi with a few 
long hairs at tips of joints; claws rather long, pulvilli distinct, 
empodium hair-like. 

Wings very long, in Pipunculus each wing generally longer 
than the whole body, but not unduly narrowed. Auxiliary, 1st 
and 2nd veins moderately long; auxiliary ending about middle of 
costa; 2nd ending well before wing-tip; 3rd vein simple, ending 
approximately at wing-tip, normally gently sinuous; anterior 
cross-vein before, at, or after middle of discal cell; 4th vein long, 
sinuous, ending a little below tip of 3rd, so that the 1st posterior 
cell is very broad in the middle, though narrow at both base and 
tip; 5th vein forked rather widely near base of discal cell, form¬ 
ing the lower side of it, the cell closed by the discal cross-vpin ; 
anal cell elongate, pointed at tip, closed a little before the border; 
anal vein reaching wing-border ( Pipunculus ) or shortened ( Cha - 
larus). One submarginal cell, three posterior cells ( Pipunculus ), 
or two only (Chalarus )by the fusion of the 1st and 2nd. Squamae 
very small. In Ohalarus the discal cell is absent, as the 4th vein 
ends shortly beyond the anterior cross-vein. 

The Pipujtotjlid.® are easily recognized by their small size, 
proportionately very large, almost globular head, cylindrical Dare 
body, long wings and peculiar venatiop, conspicuous by the great 
width of the 1st posterior cell at its middle with narrow base and 
tip* They are obscure in colour, never really common, appearing 
sparingly amongst low herbage. They are exquisite hoverers*, 
and are closely allied to the Stephid^ and Platypezidje, from 
both of which the venation easily separates them ; whilst they 
have affinities with the Conopidj* in the cylindrical curved body, 
in their parasitic nature and in the venation, the bnlv difference 
being in the open 1st posterior cell, which is normally closed in 
Conqpid.® as in Sybphid*. 

Life-liistory. The larvae, so far as known, are all internal 
parasites in the bodies of Homoptera. They are maggots of 
fairly typical cyclorrhaphous form, amphipneustic (in the final 
stage at least) and acephalous. The mouthrparts are very indis¬ 
tinct and the segments of the body indefinitely demarcated, probably 
10 or 11 in number; anterior spiracles small, posterior con¬ 
spicuous, near together and at some considerable distance before 
tip of body. Puparium short, obtusely rounded at ends, with 
spiracular tubercles on (?) 2nd segment, with or without other 
anterior minute spiracles. Emergence is effected by detachment 
of the dorsal plate, through which the spiracular horns project. 
Boheman has studied the metamorphoses of the European 
Pipunculus fuscipes, which is parasitic on Thanmotettix {Cicadula). 
Valuable information on the biology of certain species is given by 
It. C. L. Perkins (Report E*p. Station, Hawaiian Sugar Planters’ 


* Verrall considered them the finest hoverers in the whole of the Diptera, 
and asserted that he had seen them hover in the folds of a butterfly net. 
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Assoc., Div. Ent., Bull. I, part 4, pp. 123-157, pis. v-vii, 1905 
(Honolulu)); and the life-cycle is dealt with by D. Keilin and 
W. It. Thompson (Comptes-rendus Soc. Biol. (Paris), vol. 78, 
pp. 9-12, 1915). 

Table of Genera. 

Discal cell absent .. Chalabus, Walk., p. 3. 

Discal cell present. 

Occiput puffed out; ocellar bristles 
absent; pubesceoce very slight or 

absent. ,.. . Pipunculus, Latr., p. 4. 

Occiput not prominent,** ocellar bristles 
present; pubescence distinct Verrallia, Mik., p. 21. 


Genus CHALABUS, Walk. 

Chalarus, Walker, Ent. Month. Mag. ii, p. 269 (1834) 

Genotype, Cephalops spur ins, Fin. (Europe); by original 
designation. 

Differing from Pipunculus primarily in the venation. Discal 
cell absent, through the 4th longitudinal vein ending suddenly 
just beyond the anterior cross-vein ; posterior cross-vein present, 
situated as in Pipunculus ; 5th vein widely forked, long; anal cell 
open ; anal vein barely or not reaching border of wing. Second 
antennal joint bare, 3rd rounded at tip; two ocellar bristles 
present; eyes as in Pipunculus , front facets in $ enormously 
enlarged. Thorax with bristly hairs on side margin and round 
the scutellum. Abdomen pubescent in cf; genitalia small, rounded; 
abdomen in $ more bristly, ovipositor short, incurved. 

Range. Only two species are definitely known, both from 
Europe, C. spurius being also recorded from New Hampshire. 
I took one specimen of it at Darjiling. 

1. Chalanis spurius, Fin. 

Cephalops spurius, Fallen, Dipt. Suec. Syrph. p. 16 (1816). 

Pipuncului spurius, Meigen, Syst. Beach, iv, p. 24, pi. xxxiii, fig. 24 
(1324). 

Pipunculus holosericeus , Meigen, Syst. Beach, iv, p. 24 (1824), and 
.vii, p. 148 (1838). 

Pipunculus exiguus, Haliday, Ent, Month. Mag. i, p. 162 (1833). 

Pipunculus obscurus, Zetteratedt, Ins. Lapp. p. 580 (1834). 

Ateleneura velutinus, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Dipt, ii, p. 12, pi. xiii, 
fig. 6 (1835). 

cf $ Head : eyes in <f nearly contiguous, front facets scarcely 
larger than rest in cf, very enlarged in $ ; frons and face narrow, 
about equally wide, former blackish in c ?, wider in $ , especially 
about the middle, with greyish side margins bearing a few tiny 
bristles; in both sexes with silvery-white shimmer when viewed 

b 2 
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from above; face wholly shimmering silvery-while. Antennas 
rather short, blackish; 2nd joint with rather long bristles; 3rd 
with silvery-white shimmer when seen from above. Ocellar 
bristles loDg, parallel, directed forwards. Thorax black, with 
bristly pubescence, which is stronger in the <5 ; some bristles 
behind the humeri and about the sides scutellum concolorous, 
with similar pubescence, and some longer bristly hairs on margin, 
including a long apical pair. Abdomen dull black in S , blackish- 
grey in 9; of 6 distinct segments, the sides of which bear much 
longer bristly hairs than those on the dorsum. Genitalia of 
moderate size, rounded in d , closely incurved in 9 » with a short 
ovipositor, so that that sex is easily mistaken for a Legs dull 
brownish-black in <y, sometimes more or less yellowish on 
trochanters, knees and tarsi in 9 Femora with fringes of long 
bristly hairs; hind femora with some longer, bristly hairs in 
front near tip and a slight ciliation on middle of under side; 
tibiae with some hairs about the middle: pubescence on legs less 
prominent in 9 Wings tinged with black in <3 , grey in 9 ♦ 
stigma long, not clearly defined; halteres blackish; squamae 
small, blackish in <$, whitish-yellow in 9 • 

Length , 2| mm. 



•Fig. 1 .—Chalarus spurius, Fin., wing. 


This description is mainly abridged from Verrali’s description 
of British specimens. I have only seen one Indian specimen, 
a 9 * n the best condition, but almost certainly this species, 
from Darjiling, 7000 ft., 29. v. 1910 ( Brunetti). The under side of 
the abdomen is not easily seen, but from the increased width 
of the frons in the middle I now assume it to be a 9 and not a <5 
as at first recorded *. 

This species occurs in many European countries, and in New 
Hampshire in North America. 

Genus PIPUNCULUS, Latr. 

Tipuncitlus, Latreille, Hist. :\at. Crust. Ins. iii, p. 463 (1802) • xiv 
p, 392 (1804). ^ ’ 

Microcera, Meigen, Illig. Mag. ii, p. 273 (1803). 

Cephulops, Fallen, SpeCira. eiitom. p. 1-0 (1810). 

Prot/iechus, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 139 (1856). 

Alluncura, ltondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 140 (1856). 

GiSNOii'PE, Pipuncidus campestns, Latr.; by original designation. 

Head nearly globose, practically all eyes (in profile only the 
antenna) being visible), except for the considerably puffed-out 


* Brun., Rec. Inch' Mm. vii, p. 495 (1912). 
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occiput; frons and face very narrow, generally linear; the 
extremely large eyes normally contiguous in c? for a considerable 
distance, but sometimes for a short distance only or even very 
narrowly separated ; always separated in $ by a comparatively 
narrow frons ; all facets large, those in front still larger in c? and 
in the $ sometimes larger still. Antennas moderately long, 
3-jointed ; 1st joint very short; 2nd rather short, irregularly 
cup-shaped; 3rd more or less pointed or beak-shaped, especially 
in 2 ; arista long, with a basal joint, bare, thickened at base. 
Thorax subquadrate, rarely slightly pubescent, occasionally with 
a few distinct bristles; scutellum generally with microscopic 
marginal bristles. Abdomen normally cylindrical, about as long 
as thorax, curving downwards more or Jess, 5-segmented, apart 
from the genital organs; hypopygium of male large, exposed; 
ovipositor of $ long and pointed, curved under the venter. Legs 
simple, but offering good specific distinctions, generally bare, 
except for some microscopic bristles on apical half of under side of 
some of the femora, and also some pubescence or ciliations behind 
the femora. Wings with characteristic venation; auxiliary, 1st 
and 2nd longitudinal veins long, ending between middle of costa 
and well before wing-tip; 3rd vein simple* curving markedly 
upwards about its middle and ending at wing-tip ; 4th vein 
simple, curving markedly downwards near end of discal cell and 
then rapidly upwards again, so that the 1st posterior cell is very 
broad in the middle, though quite narrow at base and narrowly 
open at the tip ; anterior cross-vein before, at, or beyond middle 
of discal cell, offering good characters for separating the species 
into groups ; 5th vein forked, forming the whole hinder side of 
the discal cell, which is closed by the discal cross-vein; posterior 
cross-vein present, short, near base of discal cell, the lower branch 
closing anal cell, which is always elongate, pointed at tip, reaching 
nearly to wing-border. Alulae and squamae very small. 

Range. World-wide. 

Pipunculus is a genus of small dark flies, generally bare or with 
but slight pubescence or small bristles except for the microscopic 
ones below the femora. They are usually black, but often with 
parts of the legs, or, more rarely, bands or markings ou the 
abdomen, pale. The species fall into several groups, characterized 
bv differen ,es in venation, form of antennae, and the structure of 
the legs and genitalia. 

Life-history : see under description of the family. 


Table of Species*. 

1. Stigma present, even if weak 

Stigma entirely absent. .... 

2. Fourth longitudinal vein with a distinct 

appendix. ... 

Fourth longitudinal vein without trace of an 
appendix. .. . 

3. Femora generally mainly black 
Femora wholly yellow 


2 . 

17. 

[P- 7 

appendiculatus, Brun., 


3. 

4. 
13. 


* For table of Oriental species see Brun., Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 484. 
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4. Abdomen all black,blackish-grey, or ®neous; 

in no part yellow. 

Abdomen with basal half yellow. 

5. Tibi® wholly yellow . . •. 

Tibi® black, except (at most) base and tip * 

6. Middle femora with ciliation on hinder 

side . . ... ..... 

Middle femora without trace of ciliation; 
hind femora always brilliantly shining 
black on inner side .... .... 

7. Anterior cross-vein just before middle of 

discal cell . . . 

Anterior cross-vein at about one-third the 
length of the discal cell 

8. Larger species, 4 mm. 

Smaller species, 2£ ram. 


9. Abdomen distinctly butnotbrilliantly®neous 
Abdomen never ®neous, more or less shining 
black or greyish 

10. Femora black to tips. .. 

Femora always pale at tips . . . 

11. Genitalia in cf distinctly less broad than last 

abdominal segment; 5th segment dis¬ 
tinctly longer than 4th 
Genitalia in practically or quite as broad 
as last abdominal segment; 5th segment 
barely longer than 4tli ... 

12. Abdomen nearly bluish-grey, with whitish 

parts .... 

Abdomen uniformly cinereous-brown. 

13. Abdomen with 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments 

yellow ... 

Abdomen without yellow marks. 

14. Abdomen mainly or wholly shining black.. 

Abdomen blackis-h-grey or ash-grey (ground¬ 
colour) . 

15. Femora with broad black median ring. 
Femora without such ring 

16. Ant enn® wholly bright yellow; cox® brown; 

4th vein nearly straight beyond posterior 
cross-vein; length 4 mm. 

Ante'nn® with first two joints black, 3rd 
yellow; cox® yellow ; 4th vein normally 
curved ; length 2£ mm. ... 

17 Anterior cross-vein distinctly before middle 
of discal cell .... 

Anterior cross-vein almost exactly at middle 
of discal cell .... .... 

18. Anterior cross-vein placed at second fourth 
of discal cell; abdomen light grey with 
distinct pubescence, and a large brown 
spot ou 2nd segment; pulvilli and claws 
remarkably developed 


6. pp- 8. 

fiavocinctus, Brun., 
biroi, Kert., p. 9. 

6 . 


7. 


9. 

brevis, Brun., p. 7. 

8 . 

\rnajor, sp. n., p. 10. 
campestris, Latr., var. 
himalayensis, Brun., 

[p 11. 

subceneus, sp. n., p. 12. 

10. 

extensns, sp. n., p. 13. 

11 . 


13. 


transversus , sp. n. 


12 . 

chalybeus, sp. n., p. 15. 
unifunnis , Brun., 

[p. 14. 

Jilicorms , Brun., p. 15. 

14. 

15. 

10. [p. 17. 

anmiUfemur, sp. n., 
ninronitens, Bmn., 

IP-17. 

cinereo-ceneus, Brun., 

[p. 16. 

luteipes, sp. n., p. 18. 

18. 


19. 


mirabUis, Brun., p. 19. 


* In P. chalybeus the tibiae are dull orange, except the posterior pair, which 
are mainly blue-grey. ' 
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Anterior cross-vein placed at almost exactly 
one-fourth of the discal cell; abdomen 
black, bare, without a conspicuous spot; 
pulvilli and claws normal . .. 

19. Abdomen greenish.. ... 

Abdomen shining bluish-black 


[p. 19. 

quartarius , Brun., 
limpidipennia , Brun., 

p. 20. 




2. Pipunculus brevis, Brun. 

Pipunculus brevia, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 491 (1912). 

2 . Head with frons moderately wide, of uniform width up to 
the vertex, blackish seen from in front, silver-grey seen from 
above; face similar; antennas brown, arista black; back of head 
blackish-grey, only moderately puffed out behind. Thorax almost 
uniformly blackish-grey, ash-grey at sides; humeri small, brown ; 
scutellum dark brown, bare, except for a few hairs on posterior 
border; metanotum ash-grey. Abdomen blackish-grey, shortened; 
sides of segments, and almost the w'hole of segments one and two 
grey tinged, which colour goes over the sides to the venter. The 
abdomen appears discoloured, and probably in its natural state it 
is wholly dark grey. The last segment bears a long shining brown 
horny process which reaches under the venter almost to the base 
of the abdomen, and is turned slightly to the left. Legs blackish- 
brown ; knees and base of tibiae light yellowish-brown; middle 
femora ciliated. Wings very pale grey, nearly clear; stigma brown; 
anterior cross-vein placed rather after two-fifths of the distance 
from base of discal cell, but distinctly before its middle; 4th 
costal segment very shortened, not half as long as 3rd, 3rd and 
4th together about equal to the 5th ; the 4th longitudinal vein, 
after quitting the posterior cross-vein, takes an outward curve 
before proceeding to the wing-border; halteres brown. 

Length , mm., without ovipositor. 

Described from 1 $ in the Indian Museum from Mergui, 
Lower Burma. 


3. Pipunculus appendiculatns, Brun. 

Pipunculus appendiculatns , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mu8. vii, p. 485 
(1912). 

2 Head (wanting). Thorax bluish-grey, with light brown 
reflections, but with no distinct marks ; humeri distinct, rather 
large, brownish ; sides of thorax dark bluish-grey, with whitish 
reflections when seen from behind ; scutellum bluish-grey, tinged 
with pale brown ; metanotum bluish-grey with whitish reflections. 
Abdomen bluish ash-grey; rather more than the basal half of each 
segment rich velvet-black, which extends hindwards in the centre 
until it nearly meets the next segment; these black bands extend 
over the sides and right across the ventral surface so that the 
venter is practically a replica of the dorsum. Last segment (6th) 
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all bluish-grey, bent Hnder the venter and carrying a moderately 
long reddish-rbrown shining process bearing a bunch of hairs near 
the tip. Legs dark blackish-brown; extreme base and tips of 
femora pale yellowish-brown; tibi® blackish-brown, with bases 
rather broadly, and tips rather narrowly yellowish-brown; tarsi 
dark brown above, light brown below ; femora with silvery-white 
shimmer, when seen in certain lights. Legs microscopically 
pubescent; no ciliation behind middle femora; hind femora not 
shining on inner side. Wings distinctly pale brown; second 
costal segment quite clear and transparent; third twice as long as 
the fourth, the stigma distinct, but ill-defined on inner side ; 4th 
longitudinal vein curved outwards in a bow after quitting the 
posterior cross-vein and possessing an appendix, commencing as 
far from the junction of the 4th longitudinal with the posterior 
cross-vein as the length of that cross-vein, and extending more 
thau half-way to the wing-border; anterior cross-vein exactly 
over centre of discal cell. Basal part of wing rather clear, but 
extreme base pale yellowish ; halteres brownish-yellow. 

Lengthy 3 mm. (excl. head and ovipositor). 

Described from a single $ in the Indian Museum from Mar- 
gherita, Assam. 

I would not have described as new a decapitated specimen, but 
for the strikingly distinctive characters of this species, in which 
the furcation of the 4th longitudinal vein makes it impossible for 
it to be confounded with any other Oriental species except 
amboinalis, Walk. 

This species must be near furcatus, Egg., occurring in Europe, 
but that species has wholly yellowish tibia© and tarsi. 

Walker’s species amboinalis would be almost unrecognizable 
from the brief description, except for the appendiculation of the 
“ praebrachial ” vein (4th longitudinal), a character which I do not 
know to occur in any other eastern species but these two. 
Herr Kertesz does not mention this character in his notes on 
amboinalis (Ann. Mus. Hung, i, p. 470), founded on an examination 
of Walker’s type by Miss Ricardo, but I presume he would have 
called attention to the fact had Walker’s description been in error. 

P. appendiculatus is therefore distinguished by the mainly 
black legs and the slightly different (but, I should think, consis¬ 
tent) coloration of the abdomen. The latter might equally well 
be described as black, with grey posterior borders to the segments 
(interrupted in the middle), this colour being continued over the 
sides and across the venter. 


4. Pipunculus flavocinctus, Brun. 

PipunculusJlnuocinctus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. -183 (1912). 

6 Head with eyes contiguous for a considerable distance; 
back of head, frons and face wholly black; antennae with 1st and 
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2nd joints black, 3rd brownish-yellow, whitish towards tip when 
seen from above; proboscis slightly brownish-yellow; occiput 
moderately puffed out. Thorax black, mainly dull, bare, but 
dorsum a little shining; sides inclined towards blackish -grey; 
scutellum and metanotum apparently concolorous. Abdomen 
black, barely shining; posterior margin of 1st segment, the whole 
of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th, and towards the sides of the 5th segment 
brownish-yellow, the colour extending over the sides across the 
venter; genitalia black. Legs yellow; cox® (except tips), femora 
(except broadly at base and narrowly at tips) black; middle femora 
with ciliation of hairs behind; hind femora shining on inner 
side on the black part. Wings clear, 3rd costal segment brown, 
the colour filling the apical three-fourths, 3rd segment about equal 
to the 4th in length, and much shorter than the 2nd; anterior 
cross-vein just before middle of discal cell; 4th longitudinal vein 
gently angled after quitting discal cell; anal cell ending at a 
moderate distance before the margin ; halteres pale yellow. 

Lengthy 2j mm. 

Described from a type-specimen in the Indian Museum taken 
by Dr. Annandale at Kurseong, Darjiling District, 28. vi.I910. 

The type is now in very bad condition, and of the legs only one 
remains. 

A second specimen in the same collection appears to be a 
variety of this species, the differences consisting in the antenn® 
being all black; a greater contrast between the scutellum and 
metanotum, the former being shining black, bare, the latter 
distinctly grey; and the presence of a wide dorsal black band, 
connecting the basal and apical black parts, although the yellow 
colour extends over the sides and across the venter, as in the 
type. The legs and wings are identical, except that the third 
costal segment is relatively a litfoe longer. Size identical. One 
specimen, a male, taken by Mr. C. W. Beebe, at Tonglu, Darjiling 
District, 10,000 ft., 22. iv. 1910. 

5. Pipnncnlus biroi, Kert. 

Pipunculus biroi, Kert6sz, Ann. Mils. Hung, i, p. 466 (1903); Bru- 
netti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 487 (1912). 

6 2 Head in d with eyes contiguous for a considerable 
space ; frons brownish, grev-dusted, with an elongate black streak 
just below the middle, and, viewed from above, with a white 
shimmer immediately above the antenn® ; face brilliantly shining 
white ; antenn® rather small, first two joints blackish, the 2nd 
with a few bristles, 3rd joint yellowish-grey, with a white 
shimmer when viewed from above; the long arista black ; proboscis 
and mouth-parts orange; occiput considerably puffed out, brownish- 
grey, with a white shimmer in certain lights. In 5, irons with 
parallel sides, grey-dusted, shining white just above antenn®; 
the front eye-facets enormously enlarged. Thorax olive-grey; 
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shoulders, side margins and hind margin, also the pleurae and 
metanotum wholly, ash-grey; scutellum brownish-grey. Abdpmen 
dark ash-grey; a broad dark olive-brown basal band, narrowing at 
the sides, on each segment, extending in the centre nearly or 
quite to the next segment; base of abdomen more or less greyish ; 
venter mainly dark grey. Genitalia in <$ blackish, shining, of 
moderate size; in $ blackish, with a long reddish-brown 
ovipositor. Legs : coxae greyish ; femora rather darker grey; 
trochanters, tips of all femora and base also of hind pair, orange; 
inner sides of hind femora whollv shining black; tibiae and tarsi 
orange, tips of latter blackish. Wings pale grey, stigma brownish, 
rather long; anterior cross-vein barely before middle of discal 
cell; halteres yellow. 

Length , 3mm. 

Redescribed from a number of specimens of both sexes; 
apparently a widely distributed species ; type described from 
Colombo, 28. ii. 1902. 

Darjiling, 29. ix. 1908 ( Brunetti) ; Allahabad, 29. x. 1906 ( How - 
lett) ; Calcutta, not uncommon, 2. x.-22. xi. 1907 ; Port Canning, 
6. xii. 1907 ; Paresnatb, W Bengal, 4500 ft., 11. iv. 1909 ( Annan - 
dale) ; Bhagalpur, Bengal, 16. ii. 1910 ( Ghaudhuri ); Puri, 

18-19. i. 1908 ( Annandale ); Pusa, 7 i. 1914, 24. iv. 1913, 30. iv. 
1914, 10. xii. 1912; Mangaldai District, Assara-Bhutan Frontier, 
2. i. 1911 (Kemp) ; Rangoon, 23. xii. 1904-3. i. 1905 (Brunetti). 


6. Pipunculus major, sp. nov. (PI. I, fig. 1.) 

3 2 Head with eyes touching in 3 for less than half the dis¬ 
tance from the rather large elongate vertex to the antennae; frons 
and face silvery-white when seen from above; antennae light 
brown, with a little white shimmer when seen from above, 
arista black ; back of head only moderately puffed out, 
greyish round margin. Frons in $ as wide as face. Thorax dull 
blackish, with traces of a thin cinereous-brown covering of 
tomentum ; a little greyish about the shoulders ; sides and pleurae 
more or less ash-grey; scutellum dull black; metanotum ash- 
grey. Abdomen in 3 with 1st segment ash-grey, dirty black at 
base; 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments dark slate-grey, with a shining 
black basal band filling about half the segment and extending to 
the sides, which latter are ash-grey, except at the base of each ; 
5th segment nearly twice as long as 4th, mainly light grey or ash- 
grey, broadly black at base ; genitalia very small, mainly concealed 
In $ , light grey, nearly ash-grey ; 1st segment as in 6 ; 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th with a narrow 7 ill-defined black basal band; 5th segment 
not much longer than 4th ; basal segment of genitalia appearing 
like a 6th abdominal segment and of the same coloration. Legs 
black, tips of femora rather broadly, base and tips of tibiae very 
broadly, orange ; middle tarsi orange, except the last joint, wdiich 
is black ; fore and hind tarsi brown on basal half, black on apical 
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half. All femora with minute bristles on apical half of under 
side; inner side of hind femora very shining black; middle 
femora with a ciliation of hairs on hinder side. Wings clear, 
iridescent; stigma pale brown, rather weak; anterior cross-vein 
more nearly at one-third than middle of discal cell; halteres 
brownish. 

Length , 4 mm. 



Figr2.— Pipunculus major , Bran., wing. 

Described from 3 3 3 and 2 $ $ in the Pusa collection from 
Pusa, Bengal, 20. iii. 1913 ( type 3 ), 7 xi. 1912 ( type $ ), 7. i. 1913, 
7. iv. 19137 

Types sent to the British Museum. 

7. Pipunculus campestris, Latr ., var. himalayensis, Brun. 

Pipunculus campestris, Latr., var. himalayensis, Bruuetti, Rec. Ind. 

Mua. vii, p. 487 (1912). 

3 . Head: frons blackish-grey, with a little grey shimmer 
above the antennae ; vertex shining black; antennae black, some¬ 
what short, 3rd joint with a grey shimmer; arista only twice as 
long as the antennae; eyes contiguous for a considerable distance, 
facets almost uniform in size; back of bead dark grey, occiput 
rather well puffed out. Thorax blackish, sides lighter; scutellum 
shining blackish ; metanotum with silvery-grey tinge. Abdomen 
blackish, greyish towards the sides, the colour with a tendency to 
extend a little along the margins of the segments ; hypopygium 
black, short, wide, with a distinct depression in centre. Legs 
black, dul); femora brownish-yellow at base and tip, with some 
traces of a greyish shimmer ; basal half of tibiae and under side of 
part of tarsi brownish-yellow ; middle femora with ciliation of 
hairs on hinder side. Wings clear; stigma pale brown; 3rd 
costal segment a little longer than the 4th ; anterior cross-vein at 
about one-third of the discal cell; 4th longitudinal vein slightly 
curved after quitting the posterior cross-vein ; halteres black. 

Length, 2| mm. 

Described from two <5 3 in the Indian Museum, taken by me 
at Darjiling, 29. v. 1910 (type) and 29. ix. 1908. 

These two specimens vary so little from typical P. campestris , 
which is one of the commonest European species, having a 
wide distribution and therefore likely to occur in the Himalayas, 
that it seems impossible to regard them as other than a variety. 
The length of the arista being only twice instead of thrice the 
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length of the antenna, the absence of any shining black segment 
in the abdomen, and the almost bare thorax are the only differences. 

The frons is about one-tenth the width of the head (measured 
immediately above the antenna),as is shown in VerralFs figure*, and 
as is the case in the European specimens before me. Mr. Verrall, 
however, says in the text that the frons is only one-twentieth the 
width of the head. 

This species in typically marked specimens is easily distinguished 
from biroi by the black apical half of the tibia, and from my 
cinereo-ceneus by its black antenna and halteres, and the mainly 
black legs. However, three specimens in the Indian Museum 
appear to show au intermediate form which may possibly be a 
third species. The antenna are white-tipped, the body colour 
dark grey, the abdomen quite similar to that of biroi, but the 
tibia show the black apical half in two specimens and distinct 
traces of them in the third, which would associate the form with 
the variety himalayensis. The greyish thorax and abdomen and 
distinctly whitish-tipped antenna seem to prevent them being any 
form of campestris. Moreover, in one of the two males (the third, 
the Sahelwa specimen, is a 5 ) the tip of the antenna is produced 
into a long bristle as in my jilicomis . They show the following 
data: Simla, 9. v. 1909 ; Theog, Simla Hills, 13. v. 1909 (both 
Annandale) ; Sahel wa, Bahraich District, United Provinces, 
11. iii. 1909. 


8. Pipunculus subaeneus, sp. nov. (PI. I, fig. 2.) 

<3 Head very slightly pufEed out behind ; eyes contiguous for 
a long distance ; vertex very small; frons grey-dusted, showing a 
shining black stripe in the middle; face blackish. Antenna 
blackish; 3rd joint brownish, with grey tomentum, rather blunt 
at tip ; arista black. Thorax and scutellum dull aneous, with 
microscopic brownish tomentum; pleura dull aneous-brown. 



Fig. 3 .—Pipunculus subceneus , Brun., sp. n., wing. 

Abdomen aneous, with a cinereous tinge in certain lights; geni¬ 
talia less shining, nearly as broad as last segment. Leys mainly 
black ; hind femora shining black on inner sides ; tips of femora, 
base an^ tips of tibia and the tarsi orange; latter darker towards 
tips. clear; stigma brownish ; anterior cross-vein a little 


* 


British Flies,’ viii, p. 90. 
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before middle of discal cell; halteres : sterna yellowish, clubs 
blackish. 

Lengthy 2} nira. 

Described from a single <$ , Khasi Hills, 1000-3000 ft., iii. 1907. 

Type seat to the British Museum from the Pusa collection. 

9. Pipunculus transversus, sp. nov. (PI. I, fig. 3.) 

d Head with eyes touching for half the distance from vertex 
to antennae; frons blackish, with greyish tomentum on lower 
part; face silvery-white when seen from above; antennae yellowish, 
with grey tomentum, 3rd joint moderately pointed; occiput light 
grey, moderately puffed out. Thorax and scutellum dull blackish- 
aeneous, covered with cinereous-grey tomentum; pleurae rather 
light grey. Abdomen dark olive-brown, nearly black, grey on 
hinder part of segments towards sides, also very narrowly on hind 
margins; 5th segment nearly twice as long as 4th, light grey, but 
darker at base, the segment considerably narrower at tip than at 



Fig. 4. — Pipunculus transversus, Brun., sp. n., wing. 

base; genitalia cinereous-grey, less broad than hind part of 5th seg¬ 
ment. Legs mainly black ; femora broadly orange at tip; tibiae 
orange with a broad rather irregular median black ring occupying 
the greater part of the surface ; fore tarsi mainly orange, posterior 
tarsi blackish with tips of segments very narrowly orange; inner 
sides of hind femora shining black; no ciliation behind middle 
femora. Wings clear; stigma brown; anterior cross-vein at or 
just beyond one-third of the distal cell; halteres dirty yellow. 

Lengthy 3| mm. 

Described from 2^6 in the Pusa collection from Pusa, 
30. iv. 1914 {type) and 19. iii. 1914. 

Type sent to the British Museum. 

10. Pipunculus extensus, sp. nov. 

<y 5 Head in 6 with eyes contiguous for a moderately long 
distance, vertex very small; frons and face silvery white when 
seen from above, an indistinct median black ground-colour stripe 
on the former; antennae dark, 3rd joint whitish grey-dusted, 
arista shining black; occiput a little puffed out behind. In $ , 
frons as wide as face; 3rd antennal joint rather longer, more 
pointed, the tip slightly turned up; front facets of eyes 



14 


PIPUNCULIDJE. 


enormously enlarged. Thorax aud scutellum cinereous; pleurae 
nearly slate-grey; metanotum ash-grey. Abdomen ash-grey, with 
a transverse blackish band on base of each segment reaching to 
the sides, widened in the centre, but not sufficiently to reach the 
next segment; sides of abdomen curving considerably under the 
blackish venter; genitalia rather small. Legs all black, except base 
of tibiae which is dull orange ; brownish-yellow pubescence below 



Fig. 5.— Pipunculus extensus, Brun., sp. n., wing. 

hind tarsi; inner sides of hind femora shining black; no ciliation 
behind middle femora. Wings nearly clear ; stigma very pale and 
indistinct; anterior cross-vein more nearly at one-third than at 
the middle of the discal cell; halteres black. 

Length , 3-3| mm. 

Described from a pair taken “ in cop. while hovering motionless 
in the air, Pusa,” 28. iii. 1912 (Howlett). 

Types sent to the British Museum. 

11. Pipunculus uniformis, Brun. (PI. I, fig. 5.) 

Pipunculus uniformis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xiii, p. 82 (1915). 

< S Head with eyes contiguous for about half the distance from 
the moderately large vertex to the antennae; frons and face 
brownish, silvery-white when seen from above; antennae brown, 
3rd joint, at least at the narrowed and lengthened tip, with white 
pubescence; arista blade; occiput moderately puffed out, blackish- 
grey. Thorax rather dark cinereous-brown ; sides dull; metanotum 
grey. Abdomen rather dark cinereous-brown; 1st segment a 



Fig. 6 .—Pipunculus uniformis, Brim., wing. 


little greyish on hind corners; 5th segment barely longer than 
4th ; genitalia concolorous above, large, blacker and shining below, 
as bro&d as last segment. Legs mainly black; tips of femora 
brownish-yellow; base and tips of tibiae brownish-yellow, 
apparently to an irregular extent; tarsi more or less brownish- 
yellow, darker towards tips; hind femora shining black on inner 
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side. Wings clear; stigma went, brownish; anterior cross-vein 
at about one-third of the diseal cell; halteres dirty vellow. 

Length, nearly 2^ mm. 

Described from a unique <5 from Simla, x. 1908 ( Howlett ). 

Type sent from the Pusa collection to the British Museum. 

12. Piptwculus chalybeus, sp. uov. (PI. I, fig. 4.) 

6 Head with vertex shining black ; eyes contiguous for a con¬ 
siderable distance: irons and face brilliantly shining white; 
antenD® black. 3rd joint yellowish, shining white when viewed 
from above ; proboscis with very large orange Jabella ; palpi dark 
brown ; occiput very slightly puffed out, upper part flush with 
vertex. Thorax (dorsum and scutellum damaged) apparently dark 
grey; metanotum and pleurae ash-grey. Abdomen dark grey, 
almost blackish, with a bluish tinge and traces of grey dust 
towards the sides ; 1st segment black at base, hinder half ash- 
grey ; 5th segment no longer than 4th, lightly grey-dusted. 
Genitalia very large, wider than last segment, shining dark brown. 



Fig. 7 .—Pipunculus chalybeus , Brun., sp. n., wing. 

Legs', coxae ash-grey ; femora darker grey, tips orange; fore tibiae 
dull orange; posterior ones bluish-grey except at base and tips; 
tarsi orange, tips dark. Wings pale grey ; stigma brownish; 
anterior cross-vein distinctly before middle of discal cell; halteres 
dirty brownish-yellow. 

Length, 2| mm. 

Described from a single d in slightly damaged condition, from 
Cherambadi, Wynaad, x. 1913 (Howlett). 

Type presented by Mr. T. B. Fletcher to the British Museum. 
Since being described the type has been accidentally further 
injured. 

A specimen in the Pusa collection from Poinsettia , Cherambadi, 
Wynaad, x. 1913 (Howlett), may be of the same species. It is 
distinctly larger and the body, especially the abdomen, is very dis¬ 
tinctly bluish. 

13. Pipunculus filicornis, Brun. 

PipunculusJilicornis, Brunetti, llec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 489 (1912). 

2 Head with frons and face very narrow, still narrower at the 
level of the antenuse, almost wholly with a greyish-white reflection. 
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Antennae bright yellow ; 3rd joint very elongate, pointed, and the 
tip bearing a long straight black bristle; arista thickened consider¬ 
ably at the yellow base, thence black and long, thus giving the 
appearance of the antennae bearing two aristas, one pointing up¬ 
wards aDd one downwards. Facets of eyes immediately in front 
very greatly enlarged; back of head very slightly puffed out, 
grey, with a narrow fringe of pale hairs. Thorax dark aeneous- 
black, moderately shining, with microscopic pale pubescence; 
humeral calli yellowish grey-dusted, rather more prominent than 
usual in this genus ; sides dirty yellowish ; scutellum livid yellow, 
microscopically grey-dusted; metanotum dark grey. Abdomen 
pale yellow, microscopically pale-haired, with a black, rather wide, 
dorsal stripe on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments, which has a 
tendency to form a narrow transverse line at the bases of these 
segments; 5th and 6th segments wholly black, posterior corners 
of former slightly yellowish ; venter dirty yellow, blackish towards 
tip. Genitalia large, blackish, globular, shining, with a long 
shining brown ovipositor bent under the venter. Legs practically 
entirely yellow; coxae brownish on basal half; tibiae and tarsi 
microscopically beset with black bristles, on the former longitudi¬ 
nally, on the latter transversely ; claws long, pale yellow, black- 
tipped ; pulvilli apparently large, strong and reddish-yellow; no 
oiliation behind middle femora; inner sides of hind femora not 
shining black. (The apical parts of most of the legs are damaged.) 
Wings clear ; stigma pale yellow, stigmatic segment barely longer 
than 4th costal segment; anterior cross-vein at two-fifths of the 
discal cell; 4th longitudinal well curved. 

Length, 4 mm. 

Described from one specimen in the Indian Museum from 
Kurseong, 5000 ft., 5. vii. 1908 ( Annandale ). 

A striking and abnormal species, the yellow abdomen and fili¬ 
form 3rd antennal joint characterizing it sufficiently to ensure 
immediate recognition. The feet seem to be peculiarly con¬ 
structed, but are too damaged to define accurately, the specimen 
being otherwise in good condition. 

14. lipunculus cinereo-aeneus, Brun. 

Pipunculus cinereo-ceneug, Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 490 (1912). 

$ Head with front narrowed towards vertex until the eyes 
nearly touch; frons and face silver-grey when seen from above; 
antenna bright yellow; eye-facets distinctly larger in the vicinity 
of the facial groove; (bafck of head too damaged to describe). 
Thorax (somewhat damaged) blackish-grey ; sides light ash-grey^ 
with concolorous pleurae and metanotum; scutellum aeneous-brown^ 
with some pale hairs on posterior border. Abdomen blackish- 
grey ; the posterior borders of the segments rather narrowly ash- 
grey ; the colour widened at the sides and carried over to the 
under side; 6th segment bearing a large conical ash-grey process, 
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ferruginous-brown at tip, from which projects a brown pointed 
shining horny ovipositor, whifch is curled under the venter, its tip 
reaching the middle of the 3rd segment. Legs brownish-yellow ; 
coxae brown; upper side of tips of tarsi blackish. No ciliation 
behind middle femora ; hind femora not shining on inner side. 
Wings almost clear, stigma pale brown; anterior cross-vein placed 
at one-third from the base of the discal cell ; 4th longitudinal 
vein running almost straight to the wing-tip after leaving the 
posterior cross-vein ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 4 mm., without ovipositor. 

Described from one $ in the Indian Museum from Mergui, 
Lower Burma. 


15. Pipunculus annulifemur. sp. nov. 

<$ Head : eyes dark red; vertical triangle black, frons dull 
black, lower part with a somewhat quadrate greyish dust-spot; face 
dull black, lower half appearing grey when viewed from above. 
Antennae dull yellowish; 3rd joint distinctly pointed, moderately 
long and almost sub-triangular. Occiput moderately produced 
behind eye-margins, black, with a little grey dust. Thorax 
moderately shining black, middle of dorsum with yellowish-brown 
dust and a little pale pubescence; pleurae blackish with some 
greyish dust. Abdomen shining black ; a very little yellowish 
pubescence towards sides; genitalia with a yellowish tinge. Legs 
mainly yellow ; coxae black, also a broad median band on femora 
(possibly incomplete in individuals); tarsi darker towards tips. 
All the femora slightly shining and with a row of very small 
bristles on about the apical half of the under side. Wings clear ; 
stigma very pale yellow ; anterior cross-vein at about two-fiftlis of 
the discal cell; halteres yellowish. 

Length, 2|-3£ mm. 

Described from 2 B <3 in the British Museum, presented by the 
Bureau of Entomology. 

Bangalore, Mysore State, South India, about 3000 ft. 


16. Pipunculfts nigronitens, Brun. 

Pipunculus nigronitens, Brunetti, Rec. Iud. Mus. vii, p. 490 (1912). 

£ Head with vertex shining black, slightly elongated; frons 
and face blackish, but if viewed from above the former appears 
greyish with a slight bluish tinge, and the latter nearly snow- 
white ; occiput slightly puffed out behind; antennas wholly black 
but seen from above the tip of the 2nd joint and the apical part 
of the 3rd are more or less grey-dusted ; arista black, thickened at 
base; proboscis light brown. Thorax and scutellum shining 
black, bare ; sides grey-dusted, the colour carried across the meta- 
notum; humeri brownish-yellow. Abdomen shining black, 1st 

c 
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segment conspicuously grey-dusted; genitalia black, shining; 
venter black, but less shining than the dorsum. Legs nearly 
wholly yellow; cox® black; tips of tarsi blackish-brown. No 
ciliation behind middle femora; hind femora not shining on under 
side. Wings clear; third costal segment wholly brownish-yellow; 
longer than 4th segment; anterior cross-vein placed just before 
one-third of the discal cell; 4th longitudinal vein forming a wide 
curve before posterior cross-vein, and distinctly bisinuate beyond ; 
first posterior cell rather narrowly open; halteres dirty yellow, 
the clubs blackish. 

Length , 3 mm. 

Described from a single d in the Indian Museum, taken by me 
at Darjiling, 29. v. 1910. 


17. Pipunciiliis luteipes, sp. nov. 

$ . Head with I rons rather broad, slightly widening, from vertex 
downwards, distinctly though not greatly contracted throughout 
that portion in contact with the exceptionally enlarged eye-facets, 
blackish-grey, but the whole frons with a silvery-white shimmer 
if viewed from above; face wholly, brilliantly shining white. 
Antennae black; 3rd joint considerably elongate, with long pointed 
tip, bright yellow, with a white shimmer viewed from above. 
Mouth-parts withdrawn ; occiput moderately puffed out, blackish 
grey, white-dusted laterally. Thorax and scutellum moderately 
black, dusted with olive-brown. Abdomen ash-grey ; 1st segment 
with a basal olive-brown band; 2nd segment wholly ash-grey; 
3rd, 4th and 5th with olive-brown bands basally, the colour not 
or barely reaching the side margins and then only basally, but 
extending posteriorly nearly or quite to the next segment. Geni¬ 
talia very large, fully as wide as last segment, with a deep groove 
on upper side of the globular basal piece; ovipositor reddish- 
brown. Legs wholly rather pale yellow to the tips of the tarsi, 
but the minute black bristles on the joints of the tarsi give them 
a slightly darkened appearance; claws much lengthened, pulvilli 
pale yellow, very greatly enlarged. Wings pale grey; stigma pale 
brownish, ill-defined ; anterior cross-vein distinctly before middle 
of discal cell ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 2| mm. 

Described from a perfect $> from Pusa, Bengal, 11. iv. 1913. 

Type given by Mr. T. B. Fletcher to the British Museum. 

This must be near P. hepaticolor, Beck., owing to the highly 
developed claws and pulvilli* but that species has a black streak on 
the upper side of the femora, the wings are slightly infuscated. 
the stigma conspicuous and the tip of the 3rd antennal joint is 
blunted, not considerably elongated. P. hepaticolor was described 
from Singapore. 
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18. Pipunculus quartarius, Brun. 

Pipunculus quartarius , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 493 (1912). 

$ Head with frons shining black, wide, lower part with white 
shimmer as seen from below; face with white shimmer; proboscis 
brownish-yellow ; eyes with the facets contiguous to the region 
of the antennae very much enlarged; antennae blackish, 3rd joint 
yellowish-white with long white style; arista very long, black; 
back of head considerably puffed out, cinereous-grey, with a ten¬ 
dency to whitish on postocular orbits, bearing a slight fringe of 
pale hairs. Thorax dark cinereous-grey, slightly shining; sides 
of thorax a little lighter; scutellum coucolorous with dorsum; 
metanotum light grey. Abdomen blackish-grey, practically bare, 
but microscopically pubescent, slightly shining; 1st segment 
grey; 5th segment widest; ovipositor of moderate length, shining 
brown, with a little hair at its ba3e; venter cinereous-grey, 
unmarked. Legs mainly black; tips of fore coxa&, tips of all 
femora rather broadly, basal third and tips of tibiae, and apical 
part of all tarsi, black; femora not shining and absolutely bare. 
Wings clear; stigma absent, but the 3rd costal space much 
reduced, and +he veins limiting it somewhat thickened ; anterior 
cross-vein placed slightly before one-fourth of the discal cell; 4th 
longitudinal running nearly straight from its junction with the 
posterior cross-veiu up to the 3rd vein, which it almost meets 
rather sooner than usual, thence rnnning parallel with it to the 
border for a longer distance than in most species; halteres pale 
brownish-yellow. 

Length , 1^ mm. 

Described from a uuique $ in the Indian Museum, taken in 
Calcutta, 13. xii. 1907 

A second specimen in the same collection may possibly be this 
species, varying only in being larger, with the back of the head 
shining black, instead of greyish, and the abdomen more blackish 
and more shining. Taken at Simla, 7. v. 1910 ( Annandale). 

19. Pipunculus mirabilis, Brun. 

Pipunculus mirabilis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 492 (1912). 

9 Head with front rather narrower at vertex, which is black; 
frons greyish-white, face below antennae similar, and with a 
silvery-white sheen when seen from above ; mouth light brown; 
eyes light brown; the facets in the vicinity of the anteunee much 
larger; (antennae missing); occiput rather well puffed out. 
Thorax blackish-aeneous; humeri yellowish-brown; edge of dorsum 
and sides of thorax greyish; a broad stripe of grey with silver 
reflections extends across the metanotum and embraces the 
metapleura on each side; scutellum light yellowish-brown, the 
posterior part and margin with long pale pubescence. Abdomen 
ash-grey; on the 2nd segment is a large round brown spot in 

C 2 
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the middle; on the 3rd, 4th and 5th are black basal bands, very 
narrow in the centre, and much widened at the sides of the 
segments; on the 6th the black band is of uniform width and 
very narrow; this segment bears a long ferruginous-brown 
process bent under the venter, with hairs towards its tip. The 
whole abdomen is covered with rather long (but not dense) pale 
hairs, mixed with a number of black ones, these latter having no 
relationship to the black parts in the ground-colour. Legs'. 
coxae brown, with a little silvery reflection in certain lights; 
remainder of legs bright lemon-yellow, practically bare, but the 
tibiae have several rows of almost microscopic spines towards the 
apices; tips of tarsi dark jbrown; claws and pulvilli much 
enlarged ; inner side of hind femora not shining. Wings quite 
clear, extreme base very pale yellow ; anterior cross-vein placed 
at two-fifths from the base of the discal cell; 4th longitudinal 
vein taking an outward curve on quitting the posterior cross¬ 
vein ; 3rd costal segment twice as long as 4th and about equal in 
length to the 5th ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 4 mm., without ovipositor. 

Described from a perfect $ in the Indian Museum from 
Margherita, Assam. 

A very striking and beautiful species and apparently closely 
allied to Becker’s hepaticolor , from which I differentiate it as 
follows: there is no darkening of the stigma; the thoracic 
dorsum is blackish not greyish ; the abdominal marks are some¬ 
what different; the femora have no black streaks above ; and the 
anterior cross-vein is placed distinctly before the centre of the 
discal cell. 


20. Pipunculus limpidipennis, Brun. 

Pipunculus limpidipennis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii. p 491 
(1912). 

6 2 Head with frons of uniform width, greyish, with a silvery- 
white shimmer when seen from above; face below antenna 
similar; antennae blackish, 3rd joint white with silver shimmer; 
arista black; eyes (in 2 ) with the facets much larger on each 
side of the frontal space than those behind; back of head promi¬ 
nent, grey, with a whitish shimmer. Thorax dark aeneous-grey, 
moderately shining, bare; sides and humeri a little lighter; 
scutellum aeneous-black, bare, shining. Abdomen concolorous, 
with a slight olive-green tint, submetallic, bare, unmarked; 
venter unicolorous ; the last abdominal segment bears in the d a 
knob-like process, and in the 5 a long horny process bent under 
the venter. Legs : femora blackish, base and lips yellowish- 
brown; tibiae with a broad blackish ring, occupying the middle 
third or more; tarsi yellowish brown; no ciliiition on middle 
femora; hind femora shining black on inner side. Wings quite 
clear; 4th longitudinal vein, after quitting the posterior cross¬ 
vein, running almost straight to the wing-border, without being 
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bent outwards in a bow; anterior cross-vein almost exactly over 
centre of discnl cell; no distinct stigma, but the costal vein is a 
little thickened along the 3rd and 4th segments; 3rd and 4th 
costal segments of about equal length, and taken together only 
half the length of the 5th segment; wings barely pale yellowish 
at base; halteres pale livid yellow. 

Length , nearly 2 mm. 

Described from 5 3 d and 1 $ in the Indian Museum : Cal¬ 
cutta, 4. ix.-20. xi. 1907 and 22. v. 1909 ; Puri, Orissa Coast, 
20.1.1908; Benikhola, frontier of Nepal, 7. ii. 1908; Igatpuri, 
Western Ghats, Bombay, 20. xi. 1909 ( Annandalc ), 9. x. 1913 ; 
Balasore, 16. x. 1914 ; Pusa, 24. iv. and 21. x. 1914. 

21 Piptmculus nitens, Bnm. 

Pipunculus nitens, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 492 (1912). 

<5 Head with frons and face shining silvery-white; eyes con¬ 
tiguous for some distance ; antennae black, 3rd joint, except at 
the base, reddish-yellow; back of head blackish-grey, rather well 
puffed out, with silver shimmer at least round the edge. Thorax 
blackish, with a slight bluish tint, moderately shining, practically 
bare; sides dark-bluish grey, with a little whitish shimmer in 
certain lights; scutellum concolorous, with a few hairs; meta- 
uotum with a greyish-white shimmer. Abdomen shining bluish- 
black, with some short whitish hairs; 1st segment pale bluish- 
grey; genitalia rather small, clubbed, concolorous. Legs', femora 
black, except at tips, with a little grey shimmer; rest of legs 
yellow ; the tibiae with a broad band (apparently not always com¬ 
plete) occupying nearly their entire length; tips of tarsi blackish 
on upper side; liind femora apparently not shining on inner side. 
Wings clear; 3rd costal segment very short; 4th very slightly 
yellowish, practically clear; anterior cross-vein exactly at middle 
of discal cell (in one specimen) or immediately before it (in the 
2nd specimen). 

Length , 2 mm. 

Described from two specimens in the Indian Museum from 
Maddathorai, at the western base of' the Western Ghats, Tra- 
vancore State, South India, 19. xi. 1908 ( Annandale ); Pusa, 
22. x. 1908. 

I suspect that this and limpidipennis may represent but a single 
species, as some specimens show neither distinct greenish nor 
bluish tinges, being moderately shining blackish. 


Genus VERRALLIA, Mil:. 

Vn raUia , Mik, Wien. Ent. Zeit. xviii, p. 133 (1899). 

Genotype, Cephalops aucius , Fin. (Europe); by original de¬ 
signation. 

Characters of Pip»nculns\ differing in shape of back of head, 
which is nearly flat, or even concave, instead of being much puffed 
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out. Second antennal joint distinctly bristly above and below; 
3rd joint with rounded instead of pointed tip; a pair of ocellar 
bristles present. Femora without microscopic bristles below, but 
anterior femora pilose behind, and the hind femora and tibiae in 
front. Anterior cross-vein placed at about middle of discal cell. 

Range. Only about half-a-dozen species were previously known, 
from Europe, North America and China. 

The two Indian s| ecies are easily distinguished :— 

Legs principally yeJlow aryentiseymentata, Brun. 

Legs principally black. plumbella , Brun. 

22. Verrallia argentisegmentata l Brun. 

Verrallia aryentiseymentata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 494 
(1912). 

S . Head with frons black; face grey, with silvery-white 
shimmer when seen from above. Antennae yellow ; 3rd joint 
rounded at tip; arista black; 2nd joint bristly above and below. 
Eyes contiguous on vertex, facets small, uniform in size; mouth 
reddish. Thorax blackish, moderately shining; scutellum aeneous- 
blaek ; metanotum grey; sides of thorax dark grey. Abdomen 
velvet black; posterior borders of segments with a band (of 
varying width) of shining bright silvery-leaden colour. Genitalia 
large and thick, light tawny-brown, shining and extended below 
the venter for some distance, the tip being pointed and bisected. 
Legs , except the brown coxae, uniformly yellow; quite bare, 
except for some minute spines on the tibiae; tarsi brown on upper 
side. Wings pale grev, iridescent; 4th longitudinal vein, after 
quitting the posterior cross-vein, running nearly straight to the 
wing-border; anterior cross-vein placed at one-third of the discal 
cell ; stigma yellowish-brown ; 3rd costal segment nearly twice 
the length of the 4th, but rather difficult to judge ; 3rd and 4th 
rather longer than the 5th ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 3J mm. 

Described from one c ? from Mergui and one d {type) taken by 
Dr. Anuandale in jungle at the base of the Dawna Hills, Lower 
Burma, 1. iii. 1908, both specimens in the Indian Museum. 

The blunted 3rd antennal joint and head not puffed out behind 
cause me to place this species in Verrallia , but 1 do not perceive 
the distinct ocellar bristles which also characterize this genus. 
One of the specimens (from Mergui) is gummed on cork, the 
vertex being almost invisible, and the bristles are not present 
in the second example, but may have been accidentally broken 
off. The head of the Dawna Hills specimen is however other¬ 
wise in perfect condition. 

23. Verrallia plumbella, Brun. 

VerralHu plumbella, Brunetti, ltec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 495 (1912). 

$ Head with vertex black; frons and face both of uniform 
width, with white shimmer; proboscis yellow; facets in front. 
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considerably larger than the others ; back of head only just pro¬ 
jecting beyond the postocular orbit, grey, with a whitish 
reflection; (antennas missing). Thorax and scutellum black, 
moderately shining; sides and inetanotum apparently con- 
colorous; scutellum with a row of minute hairs on posterior 
border. Abdomen shining lead colour, with a few microscopic 
hairs; the base of each segment, narrowly in the centre and 
more broadly towards the sides, dead jet-black; 6th segment, the 
longest, bearing a thick blackish-grey pointed genital organ, ter¬ 
minating in a long shiny brown ovipositor. Legs (middle pair 
missing) black, barely shining; tips of femora rather narrowly, 
and base of tibiae broadly, reddish-yellow ; base of tarsi yellowish- 
brown, tips black, with a few hairs ; claws small, pulvilli distinct 
and white. Legs microscopically pubescent and the fore femora 
with a few very small bristles below, near the tip. Winys quite 
clear; stigma pale brownish-yellow, stigmatic segment barely 
longer than following segment; anterior cross-vein just before 
middle of discal cell; 4th longitudinal moderately sinuous after 
quitting the posterior cross-vein. 

Length , 3| mm. 

Described from a single specimen in the Indian Museum from 
Kurseong, 5000 ft., 5. vii. 1908 (Anncindale). 

Kertesz has (on Becker’s authority ) removed both of Thomson’s 
species, armatus and abscissus, to Verrallia , in Ann. Mus. Hung, 
i, p. 465, 1903; yet Thomson in his lengthy description of 
armatus distinctly says of the 3rd antennal joint “ apice rostrato 
acuminate,” but does not mention any pilosity of the 2nd joint. 
He mentions the very narrow postocular orbit of armatus . My 
present species appears to be distinct from both of Thomson’s; 
armatus having very short brown antennae, rather smoky anterior 
portion of the wings and mainly black femora, this last character 
being present in abscissus also * 


Family SYRPHIM5. 

Head about as wide as thorax. Eyes varying from bare to 
densely hairy, sometimes pubescent in om* sex only ; facets in <5 
sometime* larger in front; generally contiguous or closely 
approximate in 3 , rarely wide apart (tiphegina, Microdon ); always 
wide apart in 2 with rare exceptions and always wider apart 
in $ than 3 even if only slightly so. Frons flush with eyes, 
moderately or strikingly prominent. Face varying to about the 
sa ne extent; in the more usual form in typical genera distinctly 
projecting beyond eyes in profile, usually distinctly cut away 
immediately below antennae, then produced into a central bump 
of varying size and shape, then retreating again and finally again 
produced over upper border of mouth. Excavation below central 

* P. arinafus is replaced by Kert6sz in Pipunculus in Cat. Dipt, vii, p. 369 
(1910). 
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bump often absent; the whole face sometimes conically and 
conspicuously projected forwards or diagonally downwards*(Asci«, 
Rhingia , Volucella), sometimes enormously so ( Lycastris*). In 
some genera, especially in those in which the frons is distinctly 
produced, with the antennae set at the extreme tip, the face 
descends almost perpendicularly from below the antennae (Chryso- 
toxum, Ceria) ; in others it forms a uniform convexity ( Microdon ). 
Sides of face sometimes with distinct eye-margins ( Chilosia ), 
which usually bear a different kind of pubescence to that of the 
rest of the face. Frons and face varying from entirely bare to 
densely pubescent. Antennae generally situated distinctly above 
middle of head in profile ; normally comparatively short, drooping; 
1st aud 2nd joints very short, 2nd more or less cup-shaped, 
generally widest at tip, 3rd rounded, oblong, ovate or elongate: 
in some genera the whole antenna is conspicuously elongate 
( Chrysotoxum , Mict'odon , Mixogaster). Arista dorsal, nearly basal, 
varying from entirely bare to densely and long plumose (Volucella). 
Proboscis soft, generally short or moderately long, seldom as long 
as height of head ; rare exceptions occur in which it is extremely 
long and attenuated, as long as the whole body (. Lycastris) ; labella 
moderately large : palpi one-jointed, slender, rarely conspicuous. 
Three ocelli. 

Thorax quadrate, oblong, oval or sometimes transverse, mode¬ 
rately arched, generally with soft pubescence: occasionally some 
bristly hairs about the humeri, side margins, base of wings or 
hind corners of dorsum. Scutellum moderately large, generally 
semicircular, generally concolorous with thorax and similarly 
clothed ; not infrequently yellowish and more or less translucent 
even when the thorax is dark coloured; unspined, with very rare 
exceptions (Microdon being the only Oriental one). 

Abdomen of at least four distinct segments *, usually five or six, 
a seventh sometimes present in Sphcerophoria ; very variable in 
shape, curvature and thickness; sometimes longer and narrower 
than thorax ( Baccha , Sphcerophoria ); ovate (Syrphus etc.); flat 
and broad ( Didea ), linear ( PlatychL'us , Xylota ); cylindrical 
(Syritta) ; clavate (Ascia, Baccha , Doros, Ceria ); short and rounded 
and densely pubescent (Criorrhina, Arctophila ); in the majority 
of genera only moderately pubescent. Genitalia usually not 
prominent, often wholly concealed, the 6 organs normally twisted 
to the right; in $ simple. 

Legs generally simple and not strong, especially in $ : in the 
$ in some genera bearing tooth-like or spiny processes, or actual 
spines or bristles, on under side of hind femora ; tibiae often curved 
or twisted. In one genus (PlatycJiirus) the legs in the ft afford 
strong structural characters in most of the species. 

Wings with a characteristic and rather constant venation. 
Auxiliary vein ending at about middle of wing; 1st and 2nd veins 
long, slightly sinuous; marginal cell open or closed near margin ; 
submarginal cell always widely open. 3rd vein always simple, 

* One European genus, Triyltjpluis, has only three obvious segments. 
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ending at wing-tip ; in two subfamilies and certain other genera 
dipped downwards into 1st posterior cell, sometimes conspicu¬ 
ously so ; 1st posterior cell always closed by the upturned apical 
section of 4th vein; discul cell similarly closed by the apical 
section of 5th vein, these two upturned endings generally more 
or less parallel with the hind margin of the wing. Anterior 
cross-vein before, at, or beyond middle of discal cell (which latter 
s invariably present),erect or strikingly oblique; anal cell always 
long, closed, at a short distance from wing-margin. 1st basal 
cell always distinctly longer than 2nd. 2nd longitudinal vein in 
some few genera with bristly hairs on basal section. A so-called 
vein or vena spuria is always present (except in Graptomyza) and 
is peculiar to this family. It is merely a chitinous fold in the 
w ing that runs diagonally along the 1st basal cell from near the 
origiu of the 3rd veiD, crossing the anterior cross-vein on its 
lower half, dying away near tip of discal cell, gradually approach¬ 
ing the latter. This false vein is sometimes very distinct, at 
other times very faint. A second similar false vein occurs just 
below the basal part of the 5th vein*. 

Life-histoiy. The larvae are atnpliipneustic, apparently acepha¬ 
lous, of about 11 uncertain segments, with rough skin, often 
pigmented, especially in Sybphinje; the posterior spiracles near 
together at tip of body. Pupariurn with thoracic spiracle-horns, 
and sometimes with smaller anterior horns that mark the position 
of the larval spiracles. Abdominal spiracles in pupa also promi¬ 
nent, much as in larva. Of many European species the metamo- 
phoses have been adequately described and figured, Syrphus ribesii 
and pj/rastri by De Geer, the latter again by Reaumur, and 
IJelophilus penduhis by Walker; whilst Bouche, Schaffer, Swam¬ 
merdam, Van Roser and others have contributed to our know ledge 
of the early stages in Sybphid.*. A large number of the species 
are aphidiphagous in the larval state (Syrphus etc.); others live 
in decaying wood (Xylota etc.) or in the sap flowing from injured 
trees (Brachyojxt etc ); some in decaying vegetable matter or in 
drains (Emstalis etc.); in stems of plants or fungi (Chilosia) ; in 
nests of the larger Hymenoptera, such as Vespa and Bombas 
(Volucella). Some live in bulbs or in rotten onions ( Merodon , 
Eumems ); Aficrodon in ants* nests; whilst one species is_ 
reputed to live in cow-dung (BJiinr/ici) +. A bibliography of the 
biology was given by F. Brauer (Systemat. Studien auf Grundlage 
der Dipteren-larven, in Denk. Ak. Wiei), Math.-Nnturwiss. 
Klasse, xlvii. 1883); while more recently C. L. Metcalf has pub¬ 
lished much information on the biology of this family in a study of 


* Terrall stated that he thought this second vein had not been recorded 
before, but Walker (Ins. Brit. Dipt, ii, p. 235) distinctly notes them both. Some 
pedantic authors have desired to throw out the genus Grapfomyza. owing to 
the absence in it of the vena spuria, but this genus is now universally recognized 
as belonging to this family. 

t The above is mainly from Verrall, ‘British Flies.’ Syrphidjr, p. l.'ll. 
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the Svrphidae of Ohio (Ohio Biol. Survey Bull, i, pp. 7-122, 
pis. i-xi (Columbus, 1913); see also Ohio Naturalist, vol. xiii, 
pp. 81-91, pis. iv-v, 1913) *. 

The perfect insects are mostly sun-lovers, and are in fact 
frequently called 41 sun-flies,” occurring practically in any situation 
on warm days, especially on flowers and sweet-smelling plants. 
They are amongst the most skilful hoverers in the whole of the 
Diptera, returning again and again to the same spot after fre¬ 
quent strokes of the net have been made to capture them. Some 
species fly with a loud shrill hum, and many bear close re¬ 
semblance to bees, wasps, and hornets ( Volucella , Criorrhina , 
Eristalis, Microclon, Spilomyia and the Ckriina;), whilst certain 
genera of smaller species (Eumerus, Paragus, Pipiza , etc.) appear 
to mimic some of the smaller aculeate Hymemoptera ( Balictus 
etc.), and Verrall thinks there is some connexion between them. 
The more typical forms, such as Syrphus and its allies, are of 
moderate or rather small size, mostly with vellow as the prevailing 
colour; or else of a dark colour with yellow spots and transverse 
abdominal bands, frequently with similarly coloured callus-like 
spots on the thorax. 

The SiRPHlDiE are a natural and well-defined group, and are 
usually the first to attract the notice of collectors from their 
general distribution, bright colours and the ease with which many 
species may be identified. The family is unquestionably allied to 
the PipunculidjE on tbe one hand, by the elongate anal cell and 
the discal cell projected distally, and through the same characters 
to the CoNOPim®, but the latter family, owing to the subfamily 
Myopin.e being akin to the Museum®, is usually placed (with the 
(EsTttiDiE also) between the Syrphidje and the Musoid^e. 


Table of Subfamilies. 

1. Auteame moderately long, generally droop¬ 

ing ; if very elongate or poriect, not seated 
on a produced frons 

Antenna; very porrect; frons conspicuously 
produced (except in Microdon, which is 
distinguished by its peculiar venation) 

2. Anterior cross-vein before middle of discal 

cell 

Anterior cross-vein at or after middle of 
discal cell: generally sloping . 

3. Marginal cell open; apical section of 4th 

vein not recurrent (rare exceptions); arista 
bare or at most slightly pubescent 


o 


5 . 

3. 

4. 

Syrphinjk, p. 27 


* Summaries of what is known of the biology are given (in Eoglish) under 
the various genera by Lundbeck,' Diptera Dauica,’ Part V (Copenhagen, 1916); 
this Work is several times cited in the present book. For 9ome information on 
the biology of common European species ( Mdamstoma , Lusi opticus , Syrphus), 
see also L. N. Staniland in the Fruit Grower, Fruiterer. Florist and Market 
Gardener’ (Loudon), vol. A3, nos 13l>A-(), 20. i.&2. ii. 1922, pp. 143-1, 18A-7, 
10 ligs. (abstract in Rev. Appl. Ent. Ser. A. x, April 1922, p. ISA). 
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Marginal cell normally closed (rarely open, 
Graptomyza etc.); apical section of 4tn 
vein distinctly recurrent; antenn® ex¬ 
tremely plumose. 

4. Third longitudinal vein distinctly looped 
downward into 1st posterior cell 
Third vein not distinctly looped dowuward, 
but often slightly curved downward 
6. Third vein without any downward loop or 
any appendix in 1st posterior cell ... 
Third vein with either a downward loop 
or an appendix in 1st posterior cell .. 

6. Arista dorsal; antennae never seated on a 
petiole; 3rd vein not downward looped, but 
with an appendix extending across middle 
of 1st posterior cell; 4th vein distinctly 
recurrent iu apical section; scutellum with 
a blunt spine or tooth at each hind cornet. 
An apical style; antennae generally seated 
on a conspicuous petiole; 3rd vein with a 
downward loop generally ending in a 
sharp point with an appendix (as in 
Microdontin.®) but shorter; 4th vein 
never recurrent at tip; scutellum un¬ 
armed 


Vo LUC ELLIN.®, p. 13-fc. 

Eristalin.®, p. 154. 

Milesiinje, p. 226. 

[p. 294. 

Chrysotoxin.®, 

6 . 


[p. 307. 

Microdontinje, 


Ceriin.®, p. 321. 


Though authors are not unanimous as to the number of sub¬ 
families to be recognized nor as to their exact limits, the above 
series probably meets the views of the majority of present-day 
writers, and it was tiie one adopted by Yerrall. The exact 
affinities of several genera, SSericomyia atid Myiolepta for instance, 
still remain uncertain. 


Subfamily SYRPHIN M. 

Head : antennae moderately long, usually more or less pendant, 
if elongate and more or less porr^ct then not placed on a pro¬ 
duced frons or prominence; arista bare or at most moderately 
pubescent, never plumose ; face excavated or not below antennae, 
with or without central bump, generally produced, often con¬ 
spicuously so, over upper border of mouth; pubescence very 
variable in quantity. Eyes varying from bare to densely pubes¬ 
cent, generally contiguous in 6 for a greater or less distance. 
Thorax and abdomen of normal relations to bead, or the latter 
extremely attenuated, sometimes rounded. Leys generally simple, 
sometimes ( Platychirus ) witn conspicuous specific characters; 
femora seldom spinose or dentate. Wings with very uniform 
venation; marginal cell always distinctly open, 3rd vein seldom 
looped downward into 1st posterior cell; anterior cross-vein 
almost always distinctly before middle of diseal cell; tip of 4th 
vein not recurrent (except iu Orthonewa). 

This subfamily is rather a heterogeneous one, but it is difficult 
satisfactorily to subdivide it without making a number of groups 
and leaving over certain intermediate or abnormal genera 
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Several groups have been suggested, of which none have met 
with anvthinglike universal approval. Verrall* treats effectively 
of the attempts at subdivision, which need not be recapitulated 
here, since they are not generally adopted. He also thinks that 
different relationships exist among these insects, judging from 
the very different, larval habits of some of those the life-histories 
of which are more or less known. 

Table of Genera t. 

1. Face tlat or retreating (* * § . e. not arched, 

nor with a central knob; rarely ( Psilota ) 
produced at upper mouth-edge), being 
from the prominence of the fvons down 
to the mouth almost parallel with the 
eye-margin. Eyes and face “hairy; 
face all blackish or aeneous J ; dark- 
coloured species with no pale mark¬ 
ings on head or thorax. . . . . 2. 

Face with a central knob, or else arched, 
or produced cone-like and not at the 
upper mouth-edge only §. 3. 

2. Face with upper mouth-edge not pro¬ 

duced . .. Pipjzella, Rond., p. 36. 

Face with upper mouth-edge conspicu¬ 
ously produced. Psilota, Meig., p. 38. 

3. Face arched, not hollowed below frontal 

prominence; always more or less yellow. Paragus, JLatr., p. 30. 
Face hollowed below frontal prominence j|, 
produced again to central knob, or to 
upper mouth-edge, or to both .. 4. 

4. Wholly dark species, without pale mark¬ 

ings ; at most under side of 3rd an¬ 
tennal joint or knees are pale '|f . . 5. 

Species with pale markings on head, 
thorax, scutellum or abdomen **.. 6. 

5. Third antennal joint more or less elon¬ 

gate ; apical section of 4th vein re¬ 
current, about perpendicular to longi- [p. 40. 

tudinal axis of wing .. .. Orthoneura, Macq., 

Third antennal joint not elongate; apical 
section of 4th vein not recurrent; 
forming an acute angle with 3rd vein 

and with longitudinal axis of wing Chilosia, Meig., p. 41. 

* Brit. Flies, Syrphidae, p. 137. 

+ The present table is constructed almost entirely from VerraU’s table of 
the European gouera. 

f Two species referred to Pip hell a have yellowish faces. 

§ In doubtful cases the face and eyes are nearly always bare. 

|| Except in some species of Sphcerophoria. 

*T| Some Q. $ of Mrlanostoma and melanoid specimens of Platychirus, Mclano- 
stoma and Syrphus might apparently fall in section 4 aud be mistaken for 
Chilosia , but the latter genus is known from all others by its eye-margins. 

** Unicolorous females or melanoid ones might be mistaken for Chrysoyaster 
or Chilosia. birr species of the former are more or less metallic, and those of 
the latter genus pos>ess eye-margins. 



S1BPH1NJB. 


29 


6. Face with central knob, seldom con¬ 

siderably produced at upper mouth¬ 
ed ^6 ■ * ...... • 

Face without central knob, generally 
much produced at upper mouth- 
edge «« * . *« «. • 

7. Abdomen conspicuously constricted at 

base • ■ • *« •• • 

Abdomen not conspicuously constricted 
at base . ... .... 

8. Face and scutellum wholly aeneous or 

black * . 

Face partly yellowish* . ... 

9. Front tibiae or tarsi dilated in J; in 2 

simple . .... 

Front tibiae and tarsi simple in d and $ 

10. Thorax with conspicuous yellow side 

lines ; pleurae also with yellow marks. 
Yellow side lines on thorax inconspicu¬ 
ous or absent; pleurae without yellow 
marks. 

11. Abdomen relatively broader, about as 

wide as thorax . 

Abdomen relatively narrower, always 
narrower than thorax. 

12. Abdomen with sharply-defined yellow 

bands or pairs of yellow spots or 
lunules ... 

Abdomen without such yellow marks 
18. Frons inflated . 

Frons not inflated . ... .... 

14. Third longitudinal vein dipped down¬ 

wards into 1st posterior cell 
Third vein not dipped downwards (rare 
exceptions! ... . 

15. Frons less abruptly produced into an 

antennal prominence; mouth-opening 
short and oval; ocelli placed near 

vertex .. .. . 

Frons rather abruptly produced into an 
obtuse antennal prominence; (abdo¬ 
men broader and flatter than in 
St/rphus ; facial bump more prominent 
than in Syrphus , and submarginal cell 
a little broadened at middle and tip); 
mouth-opening narrow and linear; 
ocelli placed at some distance from 
vertex . 

16. Eyes practically bare; 3rd veiu well- 

dipped x .. . 

Eyes closely pubescent; 3rd vein much 
less dipped t 


7. 


18. 

Baccha, Fabr., p. 113. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

[et Serv., p. 52. 
Platychibus, St. Farg. 
Mklakostoma, Sch., 


12 . 


[p. 94. 

Xanthogbamma, Sch., 
[et Serv., p. 99 f. 
SPHA3BOPHOBIA,St. Farg. 


13. 

17. [p. 66. 

Lasiopticus, Rond., 

14. 


16. 


15. 


Sybphus, Fabr., p. 69. 


Asabcina, Macq., p. 63. 
Didf.a, Macq., p. 56. 
Dideoides, Brun , p. 57. 


* Some care is required to decide these characters, 
t Ischiodon, Sack, also falls in this section ; see p. 97. 
X These secondary characters are weak. 
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17. Abdomen short ovate, considerably 

broader than the transverse thorax 
Abdomen like that of Syrphus ; thorax 
not transverse . 

18. Alulae of normal size 

Alulae extremely small; eyes in <5 sepa¬ 
rate 

19. Epistome produced into a distinct snout; 

eyes in c 5 contiguous ... 
Epistome not snout-like; eyes in <3“ dis¬ 
tinctly thpugh rather narrowly sepa¬ 
rated . .... 

20. Apical section of 4th vein not recurrent; 

hind femora not thickened or spinose 
Apical section of 4th vein recurrent; 
lfind femora thickened and spinose 

21. Face deeply hollowed below antennae; 

apical section of 4th vein rounded at 

the angle. 

Face only slightly hollowed below an¬ 
tennae ; flexure of 4th vein almost 
rectangular 


EriOzona, Sch., p. 103. 

("p. 65. 

ISCHYROSYRPHUS, Big., 


20 . 


Rhingia, Scop., p. 129. 

[de Meij., p. 111. 
Spheginobaccha, 

:p. 127. 

Rhinobaccha, de Meij., 

21 . 


Sphegina, Meig., p. 108. 


Ascia, Meig., p. 105. 


Genus PARAGHJS, Latr. 

Paraffus, Latreille, Hist. Nat. Crust. Ins. xiv, p. 359 (1804). 

Genotype, Mulio bicolor , Fabr.; by original designation. 

Head rather flattened, broader than thorax ; face not cut awav 
below antennae, but produced towards a large central bump. Eyes 
pilose, contiguous in ; antennae nearly porrect, rather long, 
3rd joint usually longer than 1st and 2nd together; arista dorsal. 



Thorax quadrate, arched, with soft pubescence ; scutellum rather 
large, unspined except in P. serratus, Fabr. Abdomen as wide as 
thorax, usually linear, with a shallow' transverse depression on 
each of the segments, the latter about subequal in length. Leys 
simple, moderately slender. Wings with normal venation except 
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that the apical sections of 4th and 5th veins are undulating, not 
parallel with wing-margin ; anterior cross-vein distinctly before 
middle of discal cell. 

Range. World-wide. 

Life-history not known, but the larva are reputed to feed on 
Aphides occurring on Centaurea and Sonchus , according to llondani; 
and Verrall, from whom this note is culled, suspects them of being 
in some way connected with the small aculeate llymenoptera, as 
Halictus. Dr. de Meijere has noted I he Oriental species. 

Stoutly built, rather smdll dark flies, often with pale markings 
on face, abdomen and legs. 


Table of Species, 

1. Scutellum conspicuously serrate on hind 

margin 

Scutellum not serrate . 

2. Abdomen wholly black* ... 

Abdomen yellowish, reddish or with a 

broad pale band . 

3. Face with a distinct median black stripe 

from below antvnnae to mouth-opening 
F»ice without stripe, at most a slight exten¬ 
sion upwards of the black colour of the 
mouth-border .. 

4. Scutellum wholly black 

Scutellum with bind margin more or less 
broadly pale .. . ...... 

5. Face without stripe ; legs all yellow except 

a narrow black band on hind femora 
Face with black stripe (sometimes reduced 
in 3 ); legs with about basal half of 
femora black 


serratus, Fabr., p. 3l. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

indicus, Brun., p. 33. 

atratus, de Meij., p. 33. 
rajiventris, Brun.,p. 34. 

5. 

luteus, Brun., p. 35. 
bicolor , Fabr., p. 35. 


24. Paragus serratus, Fabr. (PI. I, figs. 6, 7.) 

Mulio serratus, Fabricius, Syst. Antliat. p. 180 (1805). 

Paragus serratus, Wiedemann, Aussereur. Zweifl. ii, p. 88 (1830) ; 
Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 52 (1908), xi, p. 201 (1915); de 
Meijere, Tijd. v. Eut. Ii, p. 284 (1908). 

3 2 Head : eyes in 3 absolutely contiguous for a short but 
appreciable distance; bare, except for three longitudinal, about 
equidistant, stripes of whitish pubescence; vertical triangle 
elongate, uearly three times as long as the distance of ocular 
contiguity, shining black or blue-black with short black hairs; 
ocelli placed well away from vertex; anterior part of frons for a 
short space with yellowish-grey dust ; frontal triangle very small, 
and, with the whole face, orange-yellow with short sparse whitish 
pubescence ; mouth-opening large, brown ; a narrow brownish-black 


* Some European specimens of P. tricolor have the abdomen wholly black, so 
that some care is required in identifying these species. 
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median stripe on face. Antennae large and elongate, blackisb, 
lower part of 2nd and 3rd joints more or less brownish-orange; 
arista bare. Occiput exceedingly concave, dark grey with a 
little short yellowish or greyish pubescence on margin. Thorax 
rather shining blue-black, punctulate; with a pair of greyish 
rather narrow median stripes, generally uuited broadly in centre 
of anterior margin, thence diverging and narrowing, disappearing 
before hind margin; whole dorsum with yellowish-brown 
pubescence, which is longer and more yellowish in the humeral 
region. Sides of thorax shining black, punctulate, with a con¬ 
spicuous stripe of greyish-white long pubescence from below 
humeri to sternopleurae. Scutellum black, punctulate with 
brownish pubescence, hind margin broadly yellow with serrated 
edge of about 13 to 16 teeth. Abdomen so variable that a normal 
example is difficult to select; perhaps the most typical form is as 
follows :—Finely punctate; 1st segment generally black, sometimes 
partly or wholly reddish-brown ; 2nd generally reddish-brown or 
orange-brown, more or less blackish on anterior margin broadly, 
or towards sides, or both ; 3rd, 4th and 5th segments varying from 
wholly some shade of brown or yellowish to nearly wholly black, 
or with their centres or sides mainly black; 3rd and 4th segments 
with a whitish dust-band on each side on the anterior margin, 
these bands not united in median line; 5th with a similar, some¬ 
times broader dust-band, uninterrupted in middle, placed rather 
diagonally; 6th segment from orange-brown to black, with white 
pubescence at tip. Anterior corners of abdomen sometimes 
entirely black, but always with a little long whitish pubescence. 
Pubescence of abdomen whitish, more obvious towards sides and 
on the whitish dust-bands. Venter yellowish. Legs: coxae, base 
of fore femora broadly, about basal half of middle pair and basal 
tluee-fourths or more of hind femora, black; hind tibirn more or 
less brownish on about apical half; hind metatarsi brownish-black ; 
rest of legs orange or yellowish, a little variable; pubescence of 
legs whitish. Wings quite clear, stigma and base pale yellowish ; 
halteres yellowish. 

Length , about 5 mm. 

Described from a good series in the Indian Museum, Pusa and 
other collections. A variable species, especially in the extent of pale 
colour in the abdomen. Chitlong, Nepal; Mussoorie, ix. 1906 ; 
Dehra Dun; Sukna (. Annahdale); Purnea ( Paiva ); Cawnpore 
District (Gaunter); United Provinces (Gaunter); Igatpnri, Bombay ; 
Karachi; Allahabad, 5.x. 1905 (Rowlett); Pusa, 27.xi. 1905 
( Lefrou ), 18. xii. 1905 Puri (Kemp) ; Madhupur, Bengal (Paiva) ; 
Calcutta (var. coll.); Bangalore ; S. India; Travancore (Annandale ); 
Mormugao, Goa, ix. 1916 (Kemp) ; Dawna Hills; Sadiya; 
Dibrugarh Batavia; Sarawak; Papua. Apparently widely 
distributed in the East, and immediately recognized by its serrated 
»cutellum. Also common in Africa. 

Tgpe <5 in Fabricius collection. 
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25. Paragtus indicus, Brun. (PI. I, fig. 8.) 

Pipizella indica , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 52 (1908). 

Paragus indicus, id., op. cit. xi, p. 201 (1915). 

c $ $ . Head yellow; vertex, eyes, mouth and proboscis black; a 
black central line on face in 3 and $; in $ also on frons, slightly 
narrowing on vertex ; just below the antennae it is hardly one-third 
the width of the head. Thorax smooth, shining black, with a little 
gold-brown hair on the posterior half, and a little white hair on 
the lower anterior portion of the sides. Abdomen shining black, 
minutely pubescent, especially on last segment, and distinctly so 
along the sides of all the segments. Legs tawny-yellow, basal half 
of the anterior, and basal three-fourths of the hind femora 
black; tibiae yellowish-white towards the base. Wings clear, 
stigma very pale yellow : halteres yellow. 

Length , 5 mm. 

Described from a 3 and two $ $ in the Indian Museum 
collection from the Simla District and from Katmandu in Nepal. 
Matiana ( type 3 and $ , Annandale) ; Simla, x. 1918 ( Howlett ); 
Mussoorie, x. 1906 ( Howlett ); Darjiling, 6000 ft. ( Brunetti ); 
Katmandu, Nepal; Allahabad, 19, ii. 1906, 25.iii. 1906, 6.x. 1905 
(all Howlett) ; Chapra, Bengal; Pusa, 27. x. 1913 ; Tenmalai, 
Travancore {Annandale). 

P. indicus is very near atratus but apparently distinct. The 3rd 
antennal joint seems blacker, especially in the 3 ; the abdomen 
is uniformly white-haired without sign of definite bair-spots ; the 
pubescence of the scutellum is longer and more yellowish, the 
hairs behind the vertex are also yellow or yellowish; and finally 
the anterior tibiae and tarsi are practically yellow to the tips of 
the latter; the hind tarsi seem to be relatively longer than in 
atratus. 


26. Paragus atratus, de Meij. 

Paragus atratus , deMeijere, Nov. Quin. Res. Y. Zool. i, p. 85 
(1906); id., Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, p. 284 (1908); Brunetti, Rec. Ind. 
Mus. xi, p. 202 (1916). 

3 $. Head: eyes practically touching (in Java specimen) or 
not quite touching (in Indian specimen) immediately above the 
very small frontal triangle (which is bright chrome-yellow), but 
contact is only at a point; vertical triangle shining black, 
gradually widening to vertex ; eyes sparsely whitish-pubescent, in 
2 bare. Face bright chrome-yellow’, shining, with a little 
whitish pubescence; mouth-border blackish-brown, the colour 
carried upwards a little along median line of face. Antenn® with 
1st and 2nd joints black, 3rd rather dark brown ; occipital margin 
with some whitish pubescence on lower part. Eyes in $ 
bare; frons shining blue-black. Thorax, scutellum and abdomen 
shining black, punctate; the former with short greyish pubescence, 
longest on mesopleura, short on abdomen ; a white hair-spot 

D 
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towards sides of anterior margins of 3rd and 4th segments; 5th 
segment nearly all white-haired; (these spots are hardly apparent 
in the Indian specimen). Genitalia rather small, knob-like, dark 
brown. Venter black. Legs yellow; basal half of anterior 
femora, rather more than half of hind pair, black or blackish- 
brown, rather shining; apical half of hind tibi® brownish, tips 
of anterior tibi® and all tarsi wholly brownish; hind metatarsi 
distinctly incrassated. Legs in $ sometimes darker. Wings 
pale brownish ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length, 5 ram. 

Redescribed from a <3 from Batavia (January, Jacobson ), named 
and sent by Dr. de Meijere to the Indian Museum, and from a 
second <3 in the same collection from Bijrani, Narai Tal District, 
base of W. Himalayas, 19. iii. 1910. De Meijere’s notes in 1908 
are incorporated, his original description not being accessible in 
India. From these notes it may,be inferred that the white hair- 
spots on the abdomen attain the middle line in the $ , from which 
sex, spparently, the species was originally described. 


27. Paragus rnfiventris, Brun. 

Paragus rvjiventris, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 157 (1913). 

3 . Head : frons shining black, almost bare; eyes subcontiguous 
only and for a very short distance; hind orbit of eyes with a 
fringe of white hairs, weakest behind the vertex, where the hair is 
darker; face very pale lemon-yellow, shining, bare, becoming 
nearly whitish towards the mouth, above which is a little white 
hair on each side: a black shining median line on the face from 
immediately below root of antenn® to mouth ; middle part of face 
in profile a little protuberant. Antenn® blackish-brown; 3rd 
joint more or less reddish-brown below at base, arista dorsal, 
placed at about one-third the length of the joint; proboscis 
shining blackish-brown. Thorax shining black, punctate, 
covered rather closely with fiue black pubescence, which clothes 
both the dorsum and the scutellum; the latter is concolorous. 
Sides of thorax black, a little conspicuous white hair in front of 
the wing-^roots. Abdomen blue-black, shining, about the hind 
half (more or less) bright reddish-brown; whole surface of 
abdomen with white hairs, which extend over the sides; tip of 
abdomen sometimes black, or the reddish part may be black at the 
sides; belly generally a replica of the upper side. Legs: cox® 
and basal half of femora black, shining, apical part of femora 
brownish-yellow, shading into the lemon-yellow tip, this colour 
extending over about the basal third of the tibi®, remainder 
brownish-yellow; tarsi brownish-yellow, a little golden-yellow 
pubescence below the hind pair. Wings clear, venation normal; 
balteres pale yellowish-white. 

Length, 5 mm. 

Described from five 3 <3 in the Indian Museum, Mangaldai, 
Assam-Bhutan Frontier, 1 or 2.i.l911 ,ty±>e {Kemj))-, Sadiya, Assam, 
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23. ix. 1911; Quetta, v. 1892 (Nurse) ; Dhikala, Garhwal District, 
base of W Himalayas, 10. iii. 1910; Bijrani, Naini Tal District, 
19. iii. 1910; Chapra, Bengal; Allahabad, 4.iv. 1906, 6. x. 1905 
(both Howlett) ; Maddathorai ( Annanclale ); Peradeniya, Ceylon, 
15. vii. 1910. 

28. Paragus lutens, Brun. 

Paragus lutens, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 62 (1908); i, pi. xi, 
tig. 1, full ins. (1907). 

2 . Head pale yellowish-white, vertex black, with a thin stripe 
(slightly enlarged in the middle) leading to a large, black, roughly 
square, shining spot above antennae. Antennae brown, base paler. 
Frons gradually narrowed towards vertex. Thorax wholly shining 
aBneous, a whitish hairy stripe, commencing in front of the wings, 
and reaching downwards ; scutellum yellow, base black. Abdomen 
yellow, basal segment black, and a thin black line almost (but not 
absolutely) on the border of 2nd segment, a similar line just below 
centre of 3rd segment, and a black mark on each side at the edge 
of the 4th segment. Legs all yellow, a brown ring towards tip of 
hind femora. Wings absolutely clear, no stigma. 

Length , 5 mm. 

Described from the type in the Indian Museum collection, from 
Bushire, Persia. 

29. Paragus bicolor, Fabr* 

Syrphus bicolor , Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 297 (1794). 

Paragus bicolor , Schiner, Faun. Austr., Dipt, i, p. 259 (1862); 
Verrall, Brit. Flies, Syrph. p. 152 (1901) ; auctt. plur. 

<5 Head : face yellow, with a rather narrowly black mouth- 
edge slightly and indistinctly extended up the middle of the face ; 
vertex yellowish at tip, bearing short, mostly pale pubescence. 
Eyes with rather conspicuous whitish pubescence, which has a 
tendency to run into stripes, which leave the front and ttie back 
of the eyes less conspicuously hairy, and also the middle narrowlv 
on at any rate the upper half. Antennae long; 3rd joint about 
1| times as long as 1st and 2nd together, pointed, narrow, about 
five times as long as broad; brownish above, yellowish-brown 
below, especially about the base, practically all black in the Quetta 
specimens; arista not so long as 3rd joint. Thorax aeneous, with 
two faint pale lines on disc in front; pubescence all short. 
Scutellum pale orange over all the tip(on all apical half in Quetta 
specimens). Abdomen varying exceedingly in colour, from wholly 
black with reddish isolated spots on 2nd and 3rd segments (P. 
lacerus) to entirely reddish except base and tip obscurely dark, and 
even to the abdomen being wholly yellowish-red except at basal 
corners ( P . testaceus). On the darker forms the short pubescence 
tends to black on the disc on hinder halves of segments, and forms 

* There are several synonyms which represent European varieties, but these 
need not be recapitulated here. 
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indistinct sloping pale bands or stripes, but in the P. testaceus form 
the pubescence is all pale, as are nearly all the auterior femora. 
In the Quetta specimens the abdomen is reddish, with rather less 
than apical half black. Legs orange, basal half of anterior, basal 
two-thirds of hind, femora black (in the Quetta cS $ basal third 
and half respectively). Hind tibiae (normally) more or less dark 
about the middle. Hind femora slightly thickened about middle, 
and hind metatarsi rather swollen. Pubescence pale, mainly 
inconspicuous. Wings clear, stigma brownish ; halteres yellow. 

$ Face yellpw, usually only middle fourth black, but in dark 
forms as much as middle half blackish-red ; usually produced only 
about a quarter the width of the eye. Frons all shining blue- 
black except on twd elongated side patches of grey dust. 
Pubescence on disc of thorax very short, but longer and silvery on 
pleur®, on abdomen exceedingly short, with a tendency to form 
pale fasci©, especially near base of 3rd and 4th segments. The 
Quetta $ has rather more than the apical half of the abdomen 
black. 

Length , about 6 mm. 

Quetta, v. and vii. 1902 {Nurse). One , one $ , the only two 
examples which I know from British India, though the species 
occurs all over Europe and in North America. 

The above description is an adaptation from Yerrall. 

Genus PIPIZELLA, Rond. 

Pipizella, Itondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 64 (1856). 

Heringia, id., op. cit. i, p. 63 (1856), and ii, p. 184 ( Heryngia) (1867). 

Phala?igus, JVlegerle, in Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 253 (1822). 

Genotype, Mulio virens , Fabr.; by original designation. 

Head about as wide as thorax; eyes densely pubescent, con¬ 
tiguous in &, wide apart in $ ; face also densely pubescent, not cut 
away below antennae; no central knob, and upper mouth-border 
not produced. Antennae moderately loug, 3rd joint elongate; 
arista dorsal, bare. Thorax normal in size and shape, always 
distinctly though not conspicuously pubescent, without bristly 
hairs ; scutellum normal, pubescent. Abdomen rather elongate, a 
little longer and broader than thorax, with 4 or 5 segments, which 
are subequal. Legs simple, hind femora varying in thickness. 
Wings with normal Syrphine type of venation; anterior cross- 
vein some distance before middle of discal cell. Sometimes a very 
short appendix at point of flexure in 4th and 5th veins. 

Range. Confined to Europe, with one Persian species and two 
Indian. 

This genus rests on a rather slender basis, that of the elongate 
nature of the 3rd antennal joint, as against an ovate or irregularly 
shaped joint, hardly longer than high, in Pipiza. Two other 
characters have been alleged, neither of which appeal to me, the 
supposed rectangular upper angle of the 1st posterior cell (which 
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is distinctly acute in P. heringi , a European species), and tbe 
anterior cross-vein being situated before the tip of the auxiliary 
▼ein, a position which seems to be closely approached or equalled 
m Pipiza noctiluca, L. My two species have yellowish faces, though 
in this genus the head has normally no pale markings. 

The flies are small, blackish, shining, found in gardens and 
amongst low bushes in sunshiny places ; and, as is the case in the 
closely allied genera Pipiza and Paragus also, they are very 
difficult to separate, even the European species in this group of 
genera being very insufficiently known and overweighted with 
synonymy. 

The two Indian species may be distinguished thus :— 

Legs principally yellow . .... rufocincta , Brun. 

Femora with basal half, or more, black rtifventris, Brun. 

30. Pipizella rufocincta, Brun. 

Pijnzella rufocincta , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 53 (1908). 

d Head : face yellowish-white with a narrow black line below 
antennae, which are blackish- brown; mouth and proboscis black ; 
vertex shining black, narrowing rather suddenly to the eyes, 
which are contiguous for only a very short distance. Thorax 
black, shining, with a slight aeneous tinge; a few white hairs on 
the sides, in front of insertion of wings; dorsum with short 
greyish hair; scutellum unicolorous with grey hair. Abdomen 
shining black, with very short pale pubescence, the whole 3rd 
segment reddish-testaceous, and, in the type-specimen, extreme 
tip of abdomen reddish. Legs yellowish-white; coxae, a narrow 
ring at base of anterior femora, and the basal two-thirds of hind 
femora, black. Wings quite clear. 

Length , 6 mm. 

Described from two d d taken by me at Rangoon, 23. xii. 1904 
to 3, i. 1905 (type), and from one d taken by me at Umballa 
(N.W India, altitude 900 ft.), 8-13. v. 1905. In my collection. 
Most species of Pipizella have unmarked abdomens, but this 
species is certainly of this genus, and apparently widely distributed. 

31. Pipizella rufiventris, Brun. (PI. I, figs. 9,10.) 

Pipizella rii/iventris, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 202 (1916). 

$ . Head : vertex aeneous-black, with violet reflections and black 
hairs; ocelli concolorous; frons and upper part of antennal 
prominence shining blue-black, with black hairs; a broad grey 
dust band from eye to eye across middle of former; tip of antennal 
prominence, just between the antennae, pale. Antennae black, 3rd 
joint large and elongate; arista black. Face yellowish, with 
whitish pubescence, a little darker about mouth-opening ; a black 
narrow median stripe. Eyes brown, with short distinct grey 
pubescence; occiput black, with yellow hairs around margin. 
Thorax aeneous-black, shining, with soft yellowish-grey pubescence, 



38 


SYBPHUXX. 


which is more whitish and ragged on the sides. Scutellum 
luteous, semi-translucent, a little darker in middle, pale yellow 
pubescent. Abdomen reddish-yellow, basal segment, central basal 
part of 2nd segment, a moderately narrow band on hind borders 
of 2nd and 3rd segments, apical half of 4th and all the 5th 
segment, black. Dorsum of abdomen with pale yellowish-grey 
pubescence, which is longer and thicker about the sides of 2nd 
segment. Venter yellowish, a broad black transverse baud on 
2nd segment, apical part of abdomen black. Legs : coxae, basal 
half of anterior femora and basal three-fourths of hind femora, 
black; also median half of hind tibiae, though less well defined, 
and upper sides of all tarsi. Best of legs brownish-yellow; under 
side of hind* tarsi with golden-brown pubescence. Wings clear, 
subcostal cell pale yellowish; squamae pale yellow; halteres 
yellow. 

Length , 7 mm. 

Described from a perfect $ in the Indian Museum, presented 
by Col. Tytler, taken by him at Kousanie, 6075 ft., Kumaon 
District, 22. vii. 1914, and erroneously described by me as a 6 . 
Pusa, 5.iii. 1911. 


Genus PSILOTA, Meig . 

Psilota, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 266 (1822). 

Genotype, P. anthracina , Meigen ; sp. nov. 

Allied to Pipiza and Chilosia ; face very prominent below 
antennae; no central knob, but conspicuously produced above 
mouth-border ; eyes contiguous for a long distance in d , densely 
hairy, especially in <5; frons in $ wide; antennal 3rd joint 
elongate; arista bare, almost basal. Thorax subquadrate. Abdomen 
short, broad, ovate or rather elongate. Legs simple, hind femora 
stronger. Wings with anterior cross-vein very near base ot discal 
cell; apical section of 4th vein long and slightly angulated at its 
middle, as 1st posterior cell is nearly twice as wide as discal on 
distal part of latter; apical section of 5th vein quite straight, 
bent up at a sharp angle ; spurious vein indistinct. 

Life-history unknown. 

A somewhat aberrant genus, with the few venational charac¬ 
teristics noted. 

llange. Europe, Algeria, North America, India, Australia. 

32. Psilota cyanea, Brun. 

Psilota cyanea , Brunetti, Itec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 202, pi. xiii, fig. 1 , 
head, profile (1915). 

. Head : frons and face brilliantly shining violet-black; the 
vertical triangle demarcated by an impressed line; antennal 
prominence very slight; some erect brown hairs on vertex ; frons 



PSILOTA.—CHBYBOGA8TEE. 


39 


aud face with sparse whitish soft hairs: viewed from above, a just 
perceptible whitish dust-spot about the middle of the frons, 
contiguous with the eye-margin on each side, and the edges of the 
face with vague whitish reflections in certain lights; upper mouth- 
border distinctly produced*; proboscis short, brownish-black. 
Antennae brownish-yellow, under side of 3rd joint much paler. 
Eyes of exactly the same vertical height as the head, dark brown, 
very shortly but rather thickly pubescent; occiput slightly 
produced behind the vertex, aeneous-black, with a fringe of short 
white hairs. Thorax shining cyaneous-black with a faint violet 
tinge, scutellum concolorous, both with sparse very short whitish 



Fig. 9 .—Psilota cyanea. Bran., head in profile. 


pubescence; some rather long whitish hairs at sides, anteriorly. 
Abdomen of three obvious segments only, the first very narrow, 
the 2nd, 3rd and 4th subequal, the 5th barely visible ; all wholly 
cyaneous-black, with short soft pale pubescence, belly similar. 
Lego black; knees, tips of tibiae, and anterior tarsi brownish- 
orange, hind tarsi darkened above ; hind femora and all tibiae with 
a little pale pubescence. Wings almost clear; stigma pale yellow; 
halteres reddish-brown. 

Length , 4£ mm. 

Described from two $ $ ; Gangtok, Sikkim, 6150 ft., 9. ix. 1909, 
type ; and Kurseong, 5000 ft., 10-26. ix. 1909 {Lynch). In the 
Indian Museum. 


Genus CHRYSOGASTER, Meig. 

Chryeogaster, Meigen, Illig. Mag. ii, p. 274 (1803). 

Campeneura, Ronaani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 52 (1856). 

Campineura, id., op. cit. ii, p. 12 (1857). 

Cryptineura , Bigot, Rev. Mag. Zool. (2) xi, p. 308 (1859). 
Cryptoneura , id., Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) ii, Bull. p. xix (1882). 
Camptoneura , Williston, Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 31, p. 31 (1886). 

Genotype, Eristalis solstitialis , Fall, (as ccemiteriorum , Fabr.) ; 
by designation of Zetterstedt, Dipt. Scand. ii, p. 816 (1843). 


* A generic character according to Verrall. 
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Head rather wider than thorax; eyes bare, contiguous in <J; 
frons in often inflated, with a depression in the centre, in 
$ broad, with “transverse furrows which run from the sides 
towards a vague middle longitudinal channel which is smooth and 
is bounded on each side by a linear groove” ( Verrall ). Face 
differing slightly in the sexes; in <5 central knob more distinct 
and upper mouth-border less produced, in $ central knob often 
absent but upper mouth-border very prominent. Antenna short, 
3rd joint rounded (less so in subgenus Orthoneura) ; arista bare, 
nearly basal. Thorax subquadrate, scutellum normal, both with 
short soft pubescence. Abdomen rather short, oval, flattened, side 
margins rounded, usually metallic. Legs simple, moderately 
strong. Wings somewhat as in Syrphus, but the last section of 
the 4th vein strongly recurrent and often sinuous: 1st posterior 
and discal cells and anal cells somewhat shortened ; anterior cross¬ 
vein distinctly before middle of discal cell. 

Life-history unknown, but two European species have been bred 
from larvae found in the mud of a ditch. 

This genus has been split up and reformed more than once, the 
groups Liogaster and Orthoneura being regarded by some as good 
genera, by others as subgenera only. The former is characterised 
by the widely separated eyes in the <3 , the latter by the strongly 
recurrent tip of the 4th vein and the elongate 3rd antennal joint. 
In Chrysogaster , sens, str ., the vein is not recurrent and the 3rd 
antennal joint is short and subquadrate. Other subgenera have 
been set up which need not be considered here. 

Only one species of this group is Indian; it falls into 
Orthoneura . 


Subgenus ORTHONEURA, Macq. 

Differing from Chrysogaster , sens, str., by the recurrent 4th vein 
and elongate 3rd antennal joint (though these characters do not 
always'appear in the same species). Only one Indian species is 
known. 

Range. Europe, Asia Minor, Siberia, India, Aru Islands, North 
America, Brazil. 


33. Chrysogaster (Orthoneura) indica, Brun. 

Chiysogaster ( Orthoneura) indica , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 203 
(1915). 


all, with a little dark brown hair; 
space, about half the height of the 
ining blue-Jblack, with light brown 
minence slight; face shining blue- 

__ hair, mouth-border well produced. 

Proboscis and palpi blackish-brown. Antennas rather dark brown, 
3rd joint ovate; arista almost basal. Occiput blackish, not at all 


c3 . Head : vertex 
eyes contiguous for a 
frons, dark brown, bar* ; i . 
or greyish hairs; antennal 
black with a little whitish 
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produced beyond upper half of eye and only slightly so on lower 
half, which bears a fringe of white hairs. Thorax cupreous, with 
brownish or yellowish hairs; scutellum aeneous, similarly 
pubescent; sides of thorax cupreous, with a little greyish hair. 
Abdomen cupreous, with moderately thick soft whitish pubescence, 
which is thicker at the sides and on the belly. Legs wholly black, 



Fig. 10.— Chrysogaster ( Orthoneura) indica, Brun., wing. 

with the usual amount of greyish pubescence, under sides of tarsi 
reddish-brown. Wings pale grey; stigma yellowish ; halteres 
orange. 

Length , 6 mm. 

Described from a unique 6 in the Indian Museum, from the 
Kangra Valley, Punjab, 4500 ft., xi. 1909 (Dudgeon). 


Genus CHILOSIA, Meig. 

Cheilosia, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 296 (1822), and vii, p. 123 
(1838). 

hristalis, Zetterstedt, Fallen, et auct. 

Lejota, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 176, nota (1857). 

Cartosyrphus, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iii, p. 230 (1883). 

Genotype, Syrphus flavipes, Panz.; as depila, sp. nov.* 

Head about as broad as thorax; eyes contiguous in d for a 
considerable space (with one or two exceptions), broadly separated 
in $, ranging from densely pubescent to absolutely bare, always 
more hairy in d than £ except in a limited group of species in 
which the reverse is the case; frontal triangle in d small, frons 
in £ usually with three longitudinal channels and a more or less 
distinct transverse depression just above the antennae; face 
excavated below antennae and then produced into a distinct central 
bump, being hollowed again before the produced mouth-border. 
A peculiar generic feature is the slightly raised eye-margins 
extending along the lower inner orbit of the eyes, bearing a 
different pubescence from that of the face, the latter being little 
more than tomentum except in certain species. Antennae with 


* Some little uncertainty seems attached to the exact origin, application and 
genotype of the name Chilosia according to Yerrall. Coquillet’s designation of 
a type-species is adopted here. 



42 


STBPH1DJB. 


3rd joint ovate, but varying to circular, oblong or angular; arista 
dorsal, bare or slightly pubescent, nearly basal. Thorax squarish 
or oblong, broader across the middle-, the distinct pubescence more 
bristly towards sides, scutellum normal. Abdomen oblong or 
elongate-oval, sometimes short, generally longer than thorax; 
segments subequal except the very short ultimate one ; genitalia 
small. Legs simple, but sometimes providing specific characters. 



Fig.. 11.- Chilosia Bp., head in Fig. 12.— Chilosia sp., head in 
profile, proboscis retracted. profile, proboscis extended. 

Wings as in Syrphus, in life folded over abdomen or slightly 
expanded ; squamae with long fringe. 

Life-history. LarvaB reputed to live in fungi, and the stems and 
roots of plants. 

Range. Europe, North Africa, Gaboon, Asia, Tasmania, North 
America. 

Chilosia consists of moderate-sized, rather shining, blackish flies 
frequenting bushes and undergrowth, rather sluggish in habits but 
with a quick flight. 

Table of Species. 

1. Wing-tip broadly brownish . 2. 

Wings uniformly pale grey. 3. 

2. Tibiae with narrow black median ring, more or 

less indistinct on front pair: length mm. apicalis, Brun., p. 43. 
Tibiae without such band : length 11 mm pilipes , Big., p. 43. 

8. Abdomen shining plumbeous, with transverse [p. 44. 

black bands. plumbiventris, Brun, 

Abdomen black, with plumbeous tinge .... 4. 

4. Third abdominal segment with black hairs 

only; remaining segments with yellow pubes,- [p. 45. 

cence ,.. . . . hirticxncta , Brun., 

Abdominal pubescence wholly yellowish-grey. nigrocenea y Brun., 

[p. 45. 

The eyes are pubescent in all the above species. 
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34. Chilosia apic&lis, Brun. 

Chilosia apicalus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 158 (1918). 

9. Head : eyes with grey pubescence; the frons at just above 
the antennas, nearly one-third the width of the head, narrowing 
to the vertex, where it is only two-thirds as wide; whole head 
aeneous, with darker and with greyish reflections : vertex and frons 
with black hairs, also the large transverse callosity just above the 
antennae, which reaches from eye to eye and is rather impressed 
in its middle; facial bump moderately projecting, with a little 
yellowish-grey hair on each side of the mouth-opening. Proboscis 
blackish, with large reddish-brown labella. Under side of head 
with a little white hair. Antennae reddish-brown, upper side and 
tip of 3rd joint blackish ; posterior orbit of eyes with white hair 
on lower half. Thorax aeneous, with a very slight bronze-green 
tint viewed in certain directions, with short black and yellow hairs. 
Scutellum concolorous; black hairs on dorsum, with some yellow 
ones intermixed, yellow hair only on under side, softer and closer; 
hind border with at least six long black bristles; a few incon¬ 
spicuous black bristles behind wings ; pleurae with light yellowish 
hair. Abdomen with 1st segment brownish, remainder dull black, 
with yellowish hairs which are thicker towards base and sides; 
venter similar, nearly bare. Legs : coxae black, a little reddish- 
brown about trochanters ; femora black except narrowly yellowish 
at tips; tibiae orange, a rather narrow median band, which is 
narrower and incomplete on anterior legs and broader and complete 
on hind legs : tarsi orange, tips brown; hind tarsi with whole 
upper side dark. Wings nearly clear; stigma brownish-yellow, 
extending to tip of cell, a blackish infusoation over apical third of 
wing, extending from stigma posteriorly to about hind margin of 
1st posterior cell; halteres dirty yellow. 

Length, 7£ mm. 

Described from a single $ from Rotung, N.E. Frontier of 
India, 1400 ft., 4-13. iii. 1912 (Kemp). In the Indian Museum. 


35. Chilosia pilipes, Big. 

Cartosyrphus pilipes, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iv, p. 551 
(1884). 

“Bronze-black, bare, abdomen darker. Antennae tawny, face and 
frons bare, shining black ; eyes pubescent. Thorax with traces of 
four grey stripes ; squamae and halteres dull testaceous ; scutellum 
fringed with yellow hairs. Femora black, knees and tibiae pale 
tawny, latter without a black ring; tarsi concolorous, with the 
last segments a little brownish about the middle. Wings pale 
grey, tips broadly pale brownish. India. One specimen.” 

Length , 11 mm. 

Type in Bigot collection. 
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36. Chilosia plumbiventria, Brun. 

Ckilo&ia plumbiventris, Brnnetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 206 (1916). 

2 . Bead : frons and face shining aeneous-black, almost with 
a deep indigo tinge, the frons widening gradually from vertex to 
about one-third the width of the head above the antennae; frons 
slightly prominent above the antennae from eye to eye, giving 
the appearance of an elongate transverse callus; above this callus¬ 
like prominence is an oval, yellowish-grey dust spot on each side 
touching the eye-margins; frons, except the dust spots, wholly 
covered with thick black hairs; face shining black, the central 
knob large and prominent, the mouth-border but slightly produced, 
very narrowly orange; a little almost microscopic pubescence at 
the sides of the mouth, but not extending just below the eyes. 
Eye-margint distinct, grey, widened immediately below antennal 
prominence, and on this wider part on each side of the face are 
three elongate notches as though impressed with a knife. 
Vertical margin, occiput and lower part of head aeneous-black, 
but the facial eye-margins are continued narrowly round the 
eyes to the vertex, bearing a fringe of yellowish-grey hairs, and 
similarly coloured hairs also cover the lower part of the head below 
and behind the eyes. Antennae with first two joints brownish- 
yellow, 3rd large, broadened, rounded, darker and duskier brown; 
arista concolorous, bare. Thorax dark aeneous-black, shining, 
covered rather closely with very short brownish-yellow pubes¬ 
cence, which, viewed at a low angle from in front, appears uniform 
and continuous over the whole dorsum, but viewed from behind 
appears to form three longitudinal stripes, the median one 
narrowly divided in the middle and attaining the front margin, 
the exterior ones foreshortened; sides of thorax concolorous, 
with very sparse and short browuish-yellow hair. Scutellum 
concolorous, with short brownish-yellow pubescence and a single 
pair of well separated apical long black bristles. Abdomen shining 
lead-colour with almost microscopic pale yellow pubescence; a 
dull black broad band, half the length of the segment, on the 
hind margins of 2nd and 3rd segments, narrowed to a point at 
the sides of the segment and very slightly notched in the middle 
in front; these transverse black bands are best seen from behind. 
Legs dark reddish-brown; femora with a moderate amount of 
pale yellow pubescence; extreme tips of all femora, basal half of 
all tibiae, tips of middle tibiae and first three joints of middle tarsi, 
brownish-yellow, the posterior margins of these three joints 
blackish. Under sides of fore and hind tarsi with golden-brown 
pubescence. Wings very pale grey ; stigma pale yellow ; halteres 
bright orange. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from a single $ in the Indian Museum from Simla, 
7. v. 1910 ( Annandale ). 

The shining lead-colour of the abdomen will easily distinguish 
this species. 
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37 Chilo8ia hirticincta, Brun, 

Chilosia hirticincta, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 204 (1915), 

cf. Bead : eyes covered with dense brownish-yellow pubes¬ 
cence, touching for a considerable space, leaving a very small 
vertical triangle, blackish, with three or four long black hairs 
intermixed with the long brownish-yellow ones. Frons sharply 
demarcated from face, very convex, aeneous-blackish, with only 
a very narrow grey-dusted eye-border and an indistinct median 
similar line; the whole frons covered with long black hair. Face 
moderately prominent, central bump small, mouth-border not 
very prominent, extremely narrowly orange; the face blackish, 
with very short, almost microscopic pubescence. Bye-margins 
greyish, with long yellowish-grey hair. Occiput and lower part 
of head grey, with yellowish-grey hairs. Proboscis black. An¬ 
tennae with first two joints black, 3rd black, with, visible in certain 
lights, a greyish dust; rounded, but with rather truncate tip; arista 
bare, black; the depression in which the antennae are set, brownish- 
yellow. Thorax and scutellum shining aneous, with rathet* long 
and thick brownish-yellow hair with which 6ome black hair 
is intermixed. No stiff bristly hairs on either thorax or scutellum. 
Sides of thorax cinereous-grey (the colour extending almost over 
the shoulders), with rather loDg brownish-yellow hair. Abdomen 
aeneous-black, shining, with long yellowish hair; the third 
segment with all the hairs on the dorsum black. Legs : femora 
blackish with long yellowish hair, extreme tips orange. Tibiae 
black, the base broadly, the tips less broadly, orange or brownish- 
yellow ; with yellow or golden-yellow short pubescence on front 
side of front pair. Tarsi blackish above, with a little yellowish- 
brown hair, under side with rich golden-brown or golden-yellow 
close pubescence, the first two joints of the middle pale brownish- 
yellow. Wings pale grey, a little yellowish on basal half 
anteriorly, in one specimen slightly yellowish in the neighbourhood 
of the veins. Halteres and tegulae brownish-yellow. 

Length , 9-10 mm. 

Described from three <y 6 in the Indian Museum from the 
Darjiling District {Lynch). 

This species is easily known by the conspicuous, wholly black¬ 
haired 3rd abdominal segment. 

38. Chilosia nigro®nea, Brun. 

Chilosia nigroanea, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 204 (191*5). 

d 2 Head : eyes in <y contiguous for about one-third of the 
distance from extreme vertex to root of antennas, vertical triangle 
blackish, with some long black hairs. Eves with rather thick, 
short yellowish-grey pubescence, which wtien viewed from certain 
directions appears quite white: frons as in hirticincta , dust on 
eye-margins less distinct; face with central knob somewhat 
large, conspicuous and rounded, aeneous-black, shining, with very 
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sparse, almost microscopic greyish pubescence; central knob and 
space immediately below it very shining black; mouth-border 
narrowly orange, moderately produced, with a small bump on 
each side of it; eye-margins dull blackish, with sparse, rather 
short greyish hairs: occiput grey, with short greyish hairs. 
Antennae dull dirty brownish-grey; arista bare, black. In $ , frons 
not much narrowed on vertex; about one-third width of head 
just above antennae is shining black with a little grey pubescence. 
Thorax and scutellum shining black, with rather thick brownish- 
yellow pubescence, a few black bristly hairs intermixed in front 
of wings, and on hind margin of scutellum, where these black 
hairs are much longer tkpn the general pubescence; sides 
moderately dark shining greyish, with yellowish-grey hair. 
Abdomen all sinning black, with close, pale yellowish-grey pubes¬ 
cence; venter similar. Legs blackish, with pale yellowish-grey 
pubescence; extreme tips of femora, base of tibiae rather narrowly 
in 3 and to the extent of basal third in $, brownish-yellow; 
tarsi blackish, with pale hairs above and thick rich golden-brown 
or golden-yellow pubescence below; base of middle tarsi above 
more or less brownish-yellow. Wings very pale grey, 3 , practi¬ 
cally clear, $ ; stigma pale yellow ; halteres yellowish. 

Length, 3 7, $ 6 mm. 

Described from a single 3, Matiaua, and $ , Simla, 7. v. 1910, 
in the Indian Museum (both AnnandaU). 

N.B. Various other species of Chilosia are Indian, but are 
mostly represented by uniques or indifferently preserved speci¬ 
mens, so that in such a critical genus it would be worse than folly 
to set them up as new. G. grossa, Fallen, was recorded by me * 
with a doubt from two specimens in the Forest Zoologist’s 
collection from the Western Himalayas (Binsor, Kumaon District, 
28. v. 1912, 3 2 [Jmms]), but no further specimens have come 
before me, and the various discrepancies from normal grossa 
suggest that the identification of the species requires further 
confirmation. 


Genus MELAN0ST0MA, Sch. 

Melanostoma, Schiner, Wien. Ent. Monats. iv, p. 213 (1860). 

Fiesta, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. Supp. 4, p. 156 (1849). 

Psylogastei'y Lioy, Atti Isti. Veneto, (3) ix, p. 753 (1864). 

Genotype, Musca mellina , L. ; by original designation. 

Differing from Syrphus by the entire absence of pale markings 
on face, thorax and scutellum; from Platychirus by the front 
tarsi in the 3 not bejng dilated, and from Chilosia by the absence 
of eye-margins. These distinctions are sufficient to understand 
the Oriental species, but there are one or two European genera 
very closely allied. The exact limits of the genus are not 


* Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 206 (1915). 
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well-defined, though the species appear to form a natural group. 
Eyes bare, contiguous in <$; arista bare or very slightly pubescent. 
Abdomen elongate-oblong or sometimes long-ovate, narrowed 
cowards tip, sides usually parallel; middle segments generally with 
pairs of yellowish spots, sometimes bluish or absent. Pubescence 
of whole body soft and moderate in quantity. Wings etc. as in 
Syrphus . 

Life-history unknown. 

Range . Europe, Asia, India, Orient, North and South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, North and Central America. 

Table of Species . 

1. Abdominal spots yellow or orange ... 2. 

Abdominal spots (<$) grey, yellowish-grey 

or ($) bluish ... . .. ambiguum, Fin., p. 47. 

2. Face in profile with two distinct small 

bumps . . . .. .. orientale, Wied., p. 48. 

Face in profile forming a single angle only, 

being nearly straight above and below this [p. 60. 

point . . uniuittatum , Wied., 

Syrphus pecfous, Walk., is a Melanosloma , with S. cothonea^Walk ., 
as a synonym, but the descriptions of both are too meagre to 
identify the form with any degree of certainty. Mr. Edwards is 
my kind informant as to the generic position of the species, which 
may be synonymous with one of those admitted here. 

39. Melanostoma ambiguum, Fin. 

Sceeva ambiguum , Fallen, Dipt. Suec. Syrph. p. 47 (1817). 

Melanostoma ambiguum , Verrall, Brit. Flies, viii, p. 304 (1901). 

Syrphus monochcetum , Loew, Beschr. Eur. Dipt, ii, p. 2 (1871). 

Sc<eva hyperboreum , Holmgren, Ofvers. Kongl. Vet.-Akad. Forhandl. 
xx, p. 100 (1872). 

c f . Head: vertical triangle equilateral, of moderate size, elevated, 
black with long brown pubescence; eyes closely contiguous for a 
distance equal to length of vertical triangle: frons blue-black, 
moderately shining with long brown pubescence: face well 
produced, moderately shining aeneous, covered with yellowish- 
grey dust except on the shining black moderately large central 
bump and tip of mouth-opening. Antennce blackish-brown, under 
side of 3rd joint more or less orange. Occipital margin light 
grey with yellowish-white fringe. Thorax and scutellum aeneous 
with brownish pubescence; sides grey-dusted with greyish 
pubescence. Abdomen black, 1st segment dark brown, 2nd 
orange-brown, anterior corners slightly aeneous, the coldur 
running narrowly along side margins; a small triangular grey 
tomentose spot on each side margin just below middle; an elongate 
grey tomentose spot with rounded inner end placed diagonally on 
each side of 3rd and 4th segments, well below anterior margin 
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and reaching side margin, the spots well separated. Pubescence 
of abdomen whitish, sparse on dorsum but longer at sides, 
especially on basal half; microscopic black pubescence on black 
parts. G-enitalia shining blue-black. Venter indistinctly brownish- 
yellow with indefinite blackish marks. Legs mainly black, coxae 
with a little grey pubescence; fore femora except narrowly below, 
middle pair on about apical half, hind pair narrowly at tip, 
anterior tibiae for nearly basal half, hind pair narrowly at base, 
orange. Fore femora on outer side with long black hairs, also with 
the peculiar, curved long hair near tip and three long yellow thin 
bristles on under side, characteristic of the species ( teste Verrall); 
fore tibiae with very short sparse pale pubescence and some long 
pale hairs on outer side; middle femora with rather long yellowish 
pubescence behind and a single yellow bristle on under side before 
middle ; middle tibiae with a few long black hairs on hinder side 
on apical half; hind femora with long yellowish or whitish 
pubescence on outer and under sides; hind tibiaB with some pale 
pubescence and longer hairs; hind metatarsi considerably in- 
crassate. Wings practically clear; stigma very pale yellow; 
halteres orange. 

Length , 9 mm. 

Described from a single 3 in the Indian Museum from Matiana, 
Simla District, 8000 ft. Widely spread in Europe. 

There can be no doubt of the identity of this species (although 
this description does not quite agree with Verrall’s description of 
British specimens), as the peculiar, curved single hair towards the 
tip of the front femora, in conjunction with the equally unusual 
yellow thin bristles below the front and middle femora, infallibly 
distinguish it from all others except dubium , Zett., which differs 
however in the abdominal markings and otherwise. A comparison 
with the British specimens in the British Museum confirms the 
identification, the Indian 3 being slightly larger in size. M. am - 
biguum very closely resembles the 3 of Platychirus albimanus , but 
is known by the undilated front tibiae. 

M. dubium , Zett., was recently recorded by me from the Simla 
District *, but a more detailed examination proved the specimen 
to be only a melanoid Platychinis albimanus. 

40. Melanostoma orientale, Wied. (PI. I, fig. 14.) 

Syrphus orientalis, Wiedemann, Analec. Ent. p. 36 (1824); id., Auss. 
Zweifl. ii, p. 139 (1830). 

Melanostoma orientale , de Meijere, Tijd .v. Ent. li, p. 312 (1908); 
liv, p. 347 (1911); Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 207, pi. xiii, 
fig. 2, head in profile (1916) ; xiii, p. 85 (1917). 

3 2 . Head : eyes in 3 bare, closely contiguous for half or a 
little more than half the distance from extreme vertical margin 
to upper angle of frons; lower facets barely appreciably smaller 


* Rcc. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 207 (1915). 
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than upper ones ; distance from upper angle of frous to the well- 
defined slightly ridged anterior margin a little greater than that 
of ocular contiguity; vertical triangle aud frons shining aaneous- 
black with black or brown hairs; face and lower part of head 
aeneous, all grey-dusted except the small central bump and 
moderately produced upper mouth-edge. Antennae blackish, 
under side of 3rd joint to a greater or less extent brownish- 
orange, sometimes that of 2nd joint also; arista microscopically 
pubescent. Occiput grey, the colour narrowly visible behind eyes 
in profile; occipital margin with yellowish-brown hairs behind 
vertex, and a fringe below of short whitish hairs. Proboscis 
blackish. In $, frons almost exactly one-third of head at level 
of antennae, a little narrowed above; at about the middle at each 
side of frons, contiguous to eyes, a subtriangular grey or yellowish- 
grey dusted spot of varying size, sometimes large enough nearly 
or quite to meet the other in the middle line; sides of face 
similarly grey-dusted, leaving central bump and upper mouth-edge 
rather more broadly bare than in rf • Thorax and scutellum all 



Fig. 13 .—Melanostoma orientate, Wiod., frons and face in profile. 

shining aeneous, with soft yellowish to greyish or brownish-grey 
pubescence. Abdomen moderately shining black, 1 st segment and 
anterior corners of 2nd a little more shining; 2nd segment in 
<$ with a pair of orange-yellow spots, rounded on inner sides, 
placed a little below the middle of side margins of segments; 3rd 
and 4th segments with a pair of large quadrate to oblong orange- 
yellow spots, placed on side margins and attaining anterior border 
butwellclear of hind border; inner sides of these spots straight, and 
separated from each other by a moderately broad median space; 
5th segment wholly aeneous. In $ , spots on 2nd segment often 
elongate and diagonally placed, or reduced or indistinct; those on 
3rd and 4th segments subtriangular, placed on anterior margin, 
the inner side straight, the third or outer side often slightly sinuate; 
5th segment with a pair of narrow spots on anterior corners, well 
separated. Pubescence of abdomen in J and $ from yellowish- 
grey to whitish, soft and longer at sides. Venter black, with 
some pale marks somewhat corresponding with those of dorsum, 

E 
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sometimes wholly absent. Legs orange; 3 with about basal half 
of anterior femora, and hind femora wholly (except narrowly at 
tips and sometimes very narrowly at base), black ; a broad median 
blackish band on hind tibiae filling greater part of limb; upper 
side of hind tarsi and anterior tarsi more or less towards tips, 
brownish. Pubescence of femora whitish, very sparse on tibi®, 
and, with that of tarsi, more yellowish. In $ , legs all orange; 
an indefinite brownish median band on hind tibiae and upper side 
of tarsi towards tips; sometimes hind legs marked as in 3 • 
Wings pale yellowish-grey; stigma more yellow; halteres brownish- 
orange. 

Length , 5-7 mm. 

Described from a good number of specimens from various 
sources. Peshawur, v. 1916 {Fletcher) ; Simla (var. Iocs.); 
Naini Tal : Darjiling; Kurseong ; Bengal ; Khasi Hills ; 
Assam; Assam-Bhutan Frontier; Abor Country. Dr. de Meijere 
records several specimens from Pattipola, Ceylon, 2000 metres. 
Apparently the commonest and most widely distributed species 
of the genus in the East, occurring throughout all the warm 
weather in the plains and hills. I am still undecided whether 
orientale is specifically distinct from the common European 
mellinum ( v . my notes, Bee. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 207). 

Type in Copenhagen Museum (teste Wiedemann). 


41. Melanostoma univittatum, JVted. 

Syrphus univittatus, Wiedemann, Analec. Entom. p. 36 (1824); id., 
Auss. Zweifl. ii, p.>139 (1830). 

Melanostoma univittatum , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 208, 
pi. xiii, figs. 4-6, head in profile, abdomen 3 $ (1915). 

Syrphus planifacies, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. Supp. 3, p. 43 (1848). 

Syrphus cyathiger , Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. i, p. 125 (1867); 
Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. Prance, (6) iv, p. 86 (1884). 

Melanostoma planifacies, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 313 (1908); 
liv, p. 346 (1911). 

3 $ Head in 3 : vertical triangle equilateral, a little elevated, 
dark grey with blackish hairs; Irons and face greenish-asneous, 
both with yellowish-grey dust and a little paleyellowish pubescence ;- 
face with outline in profile nearly perpendicular. Antennae orange, 
tip of 3rd joint more or less blackish, arista orange at base. Pro¬ 
boscis yellowish. Occiput blackish-grey, lighter grey towards 
margin, which bears a slight fringe of pale yellow hairs. In $ , 
frons and face enclosed by two straight lines, diverging slightly 
downwards, forming one-third of head at level of antennae, both 
moderately shining black with grey du6t, which is less thick in 
the median space just below vertex and almost absent just above 
antennae; frons and face with thin yellowish-grey pubescence. 
Thorax and scutellum aeneous-black, sometimes with greenish or 
cupreous tinge; humeral region with a little yellowish-grey dust; 
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pleur® aeneous, more or less yellowish-grey dusted; whole thorax 
with sparse yellowish-grey pubescence. Abdomen orange ; 1st seg¬ 
ment black; a narrow black hind margin to 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
segments in 6 , which in the $ is widened at sides up to about 
middle of side margin (resembling Melanostoma mellinum , F., 
though rather less couspicuous); a narrow median black stripe, 
sometimes indistinot, on 2nd and 3rd segments in d, on 4th 
also in $ ; 5th segment in $ a small replica of 4th. A peculiar 
feature in the $ is the presence of two large whitish spots, placed 
side by side, covering the 1st and 2nd segments and encroaching 
on the 3rd, through which the ordiuary markings of the 2nd 
segment can be seen, these spots being sometimes absent or very 
faint. Genitalia in <$ large, shining black, knob-like. Pubescence 
of abdomen sparse, pale yellow. Venter dull orange with indefinite 
blackish marks. Legs : coxae blackish with grey dust; hind tibiae 



Fig. 14.— Melanostoma univittatum, Wied., frons and face in profile. 

indistinctly blackish about middle; pubescence of legs pale yellow, 
black on blackish part of hind tibiae. Wings yellowish-grey; 
stigma barely appreciably darker; halteres orange. 

Lengthy 5-6 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes in the Indian Museum, 
Pusa and other collections. Darjiling, 5900 ft. ( Brunetti ); 
Katmandu, Nepal; Bhim Tal, 4450 ft.; Pusa, not uncommon, 
i., ii., iii., xii.; Chapra, Bengal; Coorg, S. India, 15-20. x. 1915 
(Fletcher) ; Bangalore, 3000 ft.; Coromandel, 2500 ft.; Neduman- 
gad, Travancore (Annandale) ; Sadiya, Assam ; Shillong, 5000 ft., 
x. 1916 ( hletcher ); Lower Burma; Mergui; Dibrugarh, 17- 
19. xi. 1911 (Kemp>): Sarawak (Beebe). De Meijere records 
planifacies 2 from Singapore, Ceylon, Sumatra and Queensland, 
but no 6 

Three $ 2 (one headless) in the Indian Museum, named 
planifacies , Macq., by Bigot, are only rather small specimens of 
univittatum ; they come from Delira Dun. 

Type iu Copenhagen Museum (teste Wiedemann). 

E 2 
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42. Melanostoma pedium, Walk. 

Syrphus pedius, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt. pt. 3, p. 234 (1852). 

Syrphus cothonea , id., op. cit., p. 235 (1852). 

<3 . “Metallic green; face mostly adorned with a pale tawny 
covering; eyes red; suckers and feelers ferruginous ; chest clothed 
with tawny hairs ; abdomen black, much longer but not broader 
than the chest, slightly widening from the base till near the tip, 
which is brassy, fringed with pale tawny hairs, adorned with three 
pairs of large, oblong tawny spots ; legs pale tawny; wings tinged 
with pale tawny; wing-ribs tawny; veins black, tawny towards 
the base and along the fore border; poisers tawmy. 

“Length of the body 3 lines; of the wings 6 lines. East 
Ladies.” * " 

A species requiring confirmation as to its validity. 

Type, $ , in the British Museum, 


Genus PLATYCHIRUS, St. Farg. et Serv. 

Platycheirus, St. Fargeau et Serville, Encycl. Method, x, p. 513 
(1825). 

Genotype, Syrphus scutatus, Meig.; by Westwood’s designation 
(1840). 

Differing from Syiphus principally in the blackish face, which 
is more or less dusted, without any trace of yellow colouring; 
eyes bare, contiguous in 3 ; antennae blackish, but under side of 
3rd joint sometimes pale; arista bare. Thorax and scutellum 
without trace of yellow markings, pubescence never bristly. 
Abdomen with nearly parallel sides, always with pairs of yellowish 
(or occasionally bluish) spots. ^ Legs oi the <3 remarkably charac¬ 
teristic, as the base of the front tarsi is always enlarged—whence 
the name of the genus—and also every part, coxae, trochanters, 
femora, tibiae and tarsi bear individual specific characters in all 
three pairs of legs; sometimes on the front legs only, sometimes 
on the anterior legs only, and sometimes on all pairs” ( Verrall ). 
In the $ the legs are simple, except that the front tarsi may be 
slightly widened. Wings etc. as in Syrphus. 

Life-history. One European species is said to have been bred 
from rotten fungi; others have been found in the stems of plants 
and truffles, or bred from larvae found in flood refuse and other 
vegetable debris. 

Range. Europe, Siberia, Orient, North America, Greenland. 

Platychirus may be recognised from Syrphus by the absence of 
any yellow markings on the face or scutellum, from Melanostoma 
by the dilated front tarsi of the 3 > and from Chilosia by the 
yellow abdominal markings and the absence of eye-margins. The 
species are closely allied, but, if full attention be paid to the 
specific characters, they may in the majority of cases be deter- 
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mined with certainty in the d sex; but as melanoid females are 
by no means uncommon, some specimens of this latter sex are not 
so easily determinable. 

The two Indian species are thus separated:— 

Epistome very conspicuously produced to a 
distance equal to greatest width of eyes 
in profile, or more; front tarsi in cf with 
first two joints very much dilated, the 1st 
three times as wide as tip of tibia, and 
both 1st and 2nd at least three times as 

wide as the narrow remaining joints; [layensis, Brun., p. 63, 

(abdominal spots in $ presumably yellow), inanicatus, Meig.,var. hitna - 
Epistome only moderately produced, not 
more thau half width of eyes in profile; 
front tarsi in cf at base no wider tnan tip 
of tibia, gradually decreasing in width to 

tip; abdominal spots in $ bluish. albimanus, Fabr., p. 54. 

43. Platychirus mauicatus, Meig ., var. himalayensis, Brun. 

(PI. I, figs. 11, 12.) 

Syrphus inanicatus , Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 336 (1822). 

Platychirus inanicatus var. himalayensis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. 
xi, p. 209 (1915). 

Platychii'us inanicatus, Verrall, Brit. Flies, viii, p. 266 (1901). 

d Head : eyes contiguous for some little distance, bare; 
vertical triangle black with a little grey dust and black hairs; 
frons and face aeneous-black, covered with yellowish-grey dust 
except for the bare, shiuing black, small, but conspicuous central 
knob, and immediately above tip of mouth-opening. Frons with 
black, and face with yellow, pubescence. Antennae black. Occi¬ 
put with yellowish-grey dust and a fringe of short hairs which are 
black on upper part and yellow on rest of margin. Thorax 
aeneous-black with a slight greenish tinge; scutellum similar; 
pubescence of thorax brownish, more blackish on hinder part and 
also on scutellum; latter with a fringe of yellow hairs dependent 
from bind margin ; sides of thorax with pubescenoe more yellowish. 
Abdomen black; 1st segment more or less aeneous; 2nd, 3rd and 
4th each with a pair of orange, subqnadrate spots, their inner 
corners somewhat rounded, placed very near side margins, those 
on 2nd segment well below anterior margin, those on 3rd and 4th 
segments touching anterior margin or practically so; an indistinct 
pair of similar spots on 5th segment; 2nd segment distinctly 
aeneous on anterior corners, the colour blended with the first pair 
of spots and extending more or less distinctly along sides of seg¬ 
ment. Pubescence of abdomen yellow, much longer at sides; 
some almost microscopic black pubescence on black parts. Venter 
yellowish, with a little pale pubescence; tip of abdomen shining 
aeneous, with a greenish tinge. Legs black; anterior femora 
broadly, hind pair narrowly, basal half of anterior tibiae and first 
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three joints of middle tarsi, all orange; fore tarsi with 1st joint 
very considerably and conspicuously dilated; 2nd conspicuously but 
much less dilated; both whitish, with small dark spots on under 
side; 3rd, 4th, and 5th tarsal joints of normal width. Pubescence 
of legs mainly pale yellowish; front femora w'ith long brown 



Fig. la— Platychirus manicatus , Meig., rnr. himalayensis , Brun., 

right front leg, <3 • 

pubescence on outer side, inner side nearly bare; front tibiie with 
black pubescence, which is much longer on apical half. Pubes¬ 
cence of hind femora on outer and under sides long and pale, of 
hind tibiae very short. Wings uniformly pale grey; stigma pale 
yellowish ; halteres dull yellowish. 

Length , 9-11 mm. 

Described from 3 3 <3 in the Indian Museum from Garhwal, 
West Himalayas. 

44. Platychirus albimanus, Fair. (PI. I, fig. 13.) 

Syrphus albimanus, Fabricius, Spec. Ins. ii, p. 434 (1781). 

Musca agilitas , Harris, Expos. Engl. Ins. p. 108, pi. xxxii, lig. 45 
(1782)'. 

Syrphus cyaneus , Walker, Ius. Brit., Dipt, i, p. 281 (1851). 
Platychiruspulchellus, Palma, Ann. Accad. Asp. Nat. Napoli, (3) iii, 
p. 5G, pi. vi, fig. 8 (1863). 

Platychirusciliatus, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (C) iv, p. 74 (1884). 
Platychirus albimanus , Verrall, Brit. Flies, viii, p. 280 (1901); 
Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. xiii, p. 84 (1917). 

c? $ . Head : frons and vertex in <3 shining black, former 
slightly dusted, both with black pubescence; -face rather well 
produced*, shining black, not much obscured by greyish dust; 

* Verrall says “moderately produced” in <3; that is, speaking generically. 
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central bump bare, as is front mouth-edge and space before cheeks; 
pubescence of face black. Antenn® brownish-black, 3rd joint 
reddish below (at least in life). Occipital margin with greyish- 
white pubescence, except behind vertex where it is black. In $ , 
upper part of frons shining blue-black ; pubescence of face whitish 
and sparser than in c?. Thorax ®neous-black (<J ), or shining 
blue-black ( $ ), with light brown ( c? ), or very short pale ( 2 )* 
pubescence. Abdomen in cf dull black, with pairs of incon¬ 
spicuous spots; those on 2nd segment shining yellowish-®neous, 
nearly filling side margins, well separated; on 3rd segment 
th6 spots brownish-yellow, subtriangular, close to basal corners, 
extending over sides; on 4th segment a similar but more quadrate 
pair of spots; pubescence of abdomen pale basally, short and 
black on black parts of 3rd, 4th and 5th segments; genitalia 
shining ®neous with some black hairs. In $ with three pairs of 
shining bluish subquadrate spots, hence practically the abdomen 
has dull black entire bands connected by a broad dorsal line, the 
5th segment almost all shining; sometimes the spots have a slight 
yellowish tinge. Legs in <5 mainly black; extreme base of fore 
femora, fore tibi® except about the middle, fore tarsi except the 
light brown last joint, middle tibi® broadly at base narrowly at 
tip, middle tarsi at base and hind knees narrowly, yellow. Fore 
femora on hinder side with a long split white hair at extreme base; 
long, tangled black hairs follow, and then three black hairs, longer 
still, isolated one from another; middle femora on front side with a 
row of about eight stiff, short black hairs, and a single long re¬ 
current black hair near tip; hind femora with fairly abundant 
pale pubescence. Fore tibi® dilated on apical third, with from 
one to three long black hairs behind near middle; middle pair 
with two or three such hairs and some others longer than the 
ordinary pubescence; hind tibi® with some black and yellow 
rather long hairs in front below middle. Front tarsi gradually 
diminishing in width from base, 1st joint about as wide as tip of 
tibi®; hind metatarsi barely dilated. In $ , anterior femora and 
basal half of tibi® mainly dull orange; rest of anterior legs 
generally darkened; tip of middle tibi® orange; hind knees 
rather broadly orange ; the legs often paler, especially the middle 
pair. Wings with a faint blackish tinge in A , paler in $ ; stigma 
pale brown; halteres blackish-brown ( £ ) or orange ( £ ). 

Length, 8-Si mm. 

The above description abbreviated from Verrall *. 

Simla, 9. v. 1910; Theog, 27 iv. 1907; Matiana (Annandale ); 
Darjiling, 2.x. 1908 ( Brunetti ). The species occurs over all 
Europe, in Siberia, Faroe Islands, Iceland, and North America. 

The c? closely resembles Melanostoma ambignum, but is known 
by the dilated front tibi®. 


* ‘BritiBh Fiiea,’ Syrphidae, p. 280. 
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Genus DIPEA, Macq. 

JDidea, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Dipt, i, p. 608 (1834). 

Genotype, Didea fasciata, Macq.; by original designation. 

Very near Syrphus , but differing by the 3rd vein having a 
distinct downward bend into the 1st posterior cell, somewhat 
resembling its course in Eristalis. Eyes very nearly bare. An¬ 
tennae proportionately rather larger. Abdomen quite oval, flattened, 
broader than thorax, with the extreme margin distinctly raised 
and black, except where the yellow spots overlap the side margins. 
In all else practically as in Syrphus. 

Only one species, which is widely distributed, is Oriental. 

Range. Europe, India, Japan, North America. 

45. Didea fasciata, Macq. (PI. I, fig. 15.) 

Didea fasciata, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Dipt, i, p. 508 (1834). 

<3 $ Head: frons dusted with yellowish-grey, often with a 
large blackish spot above each antenna; pubescence rather long, 
mainly black; vertex elongate, shining blue-black, with Short black 
pubescence. Eyes slightly pubescent. Antennas dull blackish, 
3rd joint large, twice as long as 1st and 2nd together; arista 
brown, bare. Face shining yellow, nearly bare of dust, but with 
rather abundant pale yellow pubescence; front of mouth-border 
brownish. In $ , frons at upper part, just below antennae, con¬ 
siderably more than one-third of head, shining blue-black at vertex; 
side dust-spots near middle joined to dust of face, leaving a more 
or less complete black .stripe to the large black lunule above the 
antennae. Thorax shining greenish-black, two rather faint, 
moderately broad, greyish stripes on anterior part, narrowly 
separated. Pubescence moderately dense, tawny; longest on side 
margins and on the whitish-grey pleurae. Scutellum brownish- 
yellow with yellow tip seen from above, or orange with blackish 
basal corners if seen from the side; pubescence tawny, some long, 
thin black hairs round margin. Abdomen black, a pair of large 
irregularly oval orange spots on 2nd segment, placed rather 
diagonally from front half of side margin towards middle of hind 
border, but their inner ends well separated and not attaining hind 
border; 3rd segment with an orange band placed not quite on 
front margiu, narrowly clear of side margins and well clear of 
hind margin, its hinder side deeply cut away in middle; 4th seg¬ 
ment with a pair of elongate triangles, placed clear of all margins, 
their apices meeting in the middle line. In $ , a pair of spots on 
anterior corners which sometimes meet in the middle line, and 
the band on the 2nd segment sometimes attaining side margins. 
Entire margin of abdomen narrowly raised in both sexes; pubes¬ 
cence of margiu wholly black except where the side margins are 
yellow, in which parts it also is yellow; pubescence on disc 
following ground-colour. Genitalia black, with yellow pubescence. 
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Legs : cox© black; anterior femora orange, basal third black, the 
colour extended a little on middle pair; anterior tarsi black. 
Hind legs black, except tips of femora narrowly orange. Pubes¬ 
cence black, orange on anterior tibiae. Wings nearly clear, sub¬ 
costal cell and stigma blackish ; 3rd vein considerably looped down¬ 
ward into 1st posterior cell; squamae pale yellow with deeper 
margins. Halteres brown, tip of knob orange. 

Length, 12 mm- 

The above description is abbreviated from Verrall as being 
likely to be more correct, since his description was drawn up from 
a number of specimens; whereas only ono specimen is available 
to me, though theie is practically no doubt of its identity. The 
legs are, however, described from the unique Assam specimen, as 
they show slight differences from Verrall’s description; but a $ 
fasciata from Austria in the Indian Museum has the legs almost 
exactly similar. 

One 2 from Shillong, 5000 ft., x. 1916 (Fletcher). In the Pusa 
collection. The Paris Museum possesses what is probably the 
type of the species. It ranges from Central and South Europe to 
Japan and North America as well as to India. 


Genus DIDEOIDES, Brun. 

Dideoides , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 54 (1908). 

Genotype, D . ovata , Brun.; the original species. 

Allied to Didea, Macq., from which it is separated essentially by 
the 3rd longitudinal vein (cubital, Verrall) being nearly straight, 
as in Syrphus , and not dipped, as in Eristalis , into the cell below. 
In other respects it resembles Didea , Macq., having a bare arista 
and the large, flat ovate abdomen in both sexes much wider than 
the thorax, and bearing the distinct, ridged margin as in that genus. 

This genus has appeared to me unstable at times, as the species 
referred to it form a transition from true Didea to Syrphus. 
Theoretically Didea should possess the following four characters : 
a ridged edge to the abdomen, a definitely dipped 3rd vein, bare 
or nearly bare eyes and all-black antennae. D . fasciata of course 
possesses them all. I placed annandalei in Didea because of the 
quite bare eyes, and disregarded the barely dipped 3rd vein as of 
minor importance, but if the scope of Dideoides be widened to 
include both bare- and pubescent-eyed species, the genus can 
include this species. 

Didea therefore essentially differs from Syrphus (apart from its 
general facies) in the ridged abdomen and the conspicuously 
dipped 3rd vein, as the bareness of the eyes and the all-black 
antenna appear unreliable characters. 

Dideoides differs from Syrphits only in the ridged abdomen, and 
from Didea only in the nearly straight 3rd vein. The five species 
now retained in it are truly congeneric and possess the orthodox 
facies of Dideu. 
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Table of Species. 

1. Eyes bare (abdomen black, -with 3 pairs of very 

large yellow spots) 

Eyes densely pubescent . 

2. Abdomen wholly black, except two narrow 

transverse yellow spots on 2nd segment and a 
long narrow one on 3rd . . 

Abdomen (nominally) black with three trans¬ 
verse yellow bands, of which the 1st may be 
resolved (specifically or individually) into a 
pair of transverse elongate spots 

3 (a). Abdominal 2nd segment with a pair of trans¬ 
verse, elongate orange spots, narrowed on inner 
sides and nearly touching one another. Hind 
margin of 3rd segment narrowly, of 4th broadly, 
pale, 5th segment all orange except narrowly 
black at base. Abdominal pubescence, when 
seen from the side or behind, very dense and 
apparently all deep orange, the black pubes¬ 
cence on the black parts of the surface hardly 
noticeable. . 

3 ( b ). Abdominal 2nd segment with the spots as in 
ovata but narrower, and also again narrowed at 
each end of each spot. Hind margins of 3rd 
and 4th segments not appreciably pale, 5th dull 
brownish - orange. Abdominal pubescence 
(viewed as in ovata ) less dense, paler yellow, 
and the black pubescence as conspicuous as the 
yellow 

3 (c). Abdominal 2nd segment with a broad yellow 
band which is (1) very narrowly interrupted 
in the middle, forming two spots with broad 
inner ends or, (2) entire, moderately broad but 
much wider at each end or, (3) tilling all the 
surface except the black hind margin. Hind 
margins of 3rd and 4th segments respectively 
narrowly or broadly yellow, 5th segment yellow, 
narrowly black at base with a transverse small 
triangular or curved black mark. Abdominal 
pubescence following ground-colour, but the 
black much less conspicuous 


. [p-58- 

annandalei', Brun., 

o. 


kempt, sp. n., p, 59. 


3. 


ovata , Brun., p. 60. 


[p. 62. 

tnlineata, sp. n., 


[p. 62. 

tigenna, Big., 


46. Dideoides annandalei, Brun. 

Didea annandalei, Brunetti, llec. Ind. Mus. xvi, p. 299, 3 (1919). 

3 Head : frons and face bright chrome-yellow ; former with 
short, stiff black pubescence, latter with softer, pale yellow hairs ; 
an ten me orange, upper side brownish ; arista orange ; mouth- 
border brownish. Eyes quite bare; occiput black, entire margin 
with fringe of whitish hairs ; vertex with*stiff black hairs ; ocelli 
ruby-red. Thorax shining black: dorsum without trace of 
median grey stripes on anterior margin, wholly with quite whitish 
pubescence; side margins distinctly yellowish; pleurae mainly 
shining black, with whifish pubescence ; mesopleura aeneous* with 
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yellowish pubescence. Scutellum wholly rather dull yellow, with 
all-yellowish pubescence. Abdomen with yellow spots as in 
D. fasciata , Macq., except that the 5th segment is wholly orange 
except at middle of base. Venter yellowish, an indistinct black 
mark about middle of each segment. Legs , except the black coxae, 
wholly yellow. Wings with 3rd longitudinal vein barely dipped. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from a single 3 from Nasratabad (Consulate Garden), 
Seistan. 

Type in Indian Museum. 

47. Dideoides kempi, sp. nov. (FI. II, fig. 9.) 

3 2 Head : eyes with dense brownish-yellow pubescence, 
contiguous for a little greater distance than length of vertical 
triangle, which is black, with black hairs; irons, face and cheeks 
with close orange-yellow pile, which is a little more orange oh 
former; pubescence of frons black, of face pale yellow, very 
inconspicuous ; facial bump orange-yellow, bare; mouth-border 
barely darker ; proboscis black. Antennae black, under side of 1st 
and 2nd, and base of 3rd joint below, dull orange. Occiput 
yellowish-grey, with yellow fringe, with which a few black hairs 
are intermixed behind vertex. In 2 •> frons and face widening 
rapidly downwards, at level of antennae about one-third width of 
head, a median, rather wide dark brown stripe from vertex 
(where it reaches from eye to eye) to antennae, the frons on each 
side of it dusted with yellowish-grey, all covered with rather dense 
black pubescence. Thorax greenish-oeneous ( type ) or yellowish- 
aeneous; two yellowish-grey median stripes from anterior border 
to about middle of dorsum ; side margins rather orange, but not 
conspicuously so; sides of thorax yellow-dusted; under side of 
thorax grey-dusted. Scutellum translucent orange-yellow. 
Pubescence of dorsum of thorax and on pleurae bright yellow, 
of side margins and around wing-base orange; of scutellum 
yellow with some brown hairs intermixed. Abdomen very 
distinctly raarginate; 1st segment aeneous with yellowish-grey 
pubescence, remainder barely shining indigo, hind margins of 
segments broadly shining deep blue. A pair of elongate-triangular 
yellow spots lying across middle of 2nd segment, their bases 
towards but quite clear of side margins, their rounded apices just 
separated from one another in middle of segment; a narrow, 
slightly curved yellow band just before middle of 3rd segment, 
well clear of anterior margin and distinctly clear of side margins. 
Pubescence of abdomen very short, bristly and black, making the 
surface appear at first sight almost punctate, except ou the yellow 
spots; 2ud segment with sparse yellowish pubescence over whole 
surface except behind the yellow spots. Pubescence brownish- 
yellow on yellow band on 3rd segment. Venter shining black, 
a pair of large pale yellow spots on 2nd segment and a pale yellow 
broad basal band on 3rd segment. Legs : coxte, nearly all the 
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basal halt' of anterior femora and more than basal half of hind 
pair, more than apical half of bind tibia and all tarsi, wholly 
black; remainder of legs orange. Pubescence mainly orange- 
yellow, but black on black parts of femora, and a fringe of tiny 
black bristles down hinder side of hind tibia and also on apical 
half on inner side. Wings distinctly yellowish; stigma darker ; 
squama and halteres orange. 

Length , 14 mm. 

Described from two 3 3 in the Indian Museum. Above Tura, 
Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., ix. 1917 {Mrs. Kemp). Avery 
striking and handsome species Two $ 2 and a headless 
specimen from the lower ranges Khasi Hills, 1878 ( Chmnell ), in 
the British Museum. 

4$. Dideoides ovata, Brun. (PI. I, figs. 16, 17.) 

Duleoides ovata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 54 (figs., abd. <3 2) 
(1908). 

<3 2 Head, 3 : face moderately produced above mouth and 
just below the antenna; in depth descending only a little below 
eyes; face and frons bright yellow, with moderately thick yellow 
hair, which above the antenna is replaced by black hairs. Eyea 
touching for half the distance from top of frons to the triangular- 
elongated vertex, which is black with black hairs and prominent 
reddish ocelli; eyes with close grey pubescence. Antenna reddish- 
brown, situated on a tawny (darker on upper side) protuberance; 
3rd joint of antenna darker on upper side, arista oraoge, bare; 
mouth and proboscis black, latter with some grey hair at tip ; back 
of head greenish-grey; posterior orbit of eyes with a thick fringe 
of short bright yellow hair, of equal length all round. In 2 * 
frons with a broad greenish-black stripe from vertex down to and 
enclosing upper part of antennal protuberance, the black hairs 
being thicker thau in the 3 Antennae nearly all black except 
under side of first two joints, and under side of 3rd at base; arista 
more brownish than in the 3; pubescence of eyes almost 
yellowish, especially on lower part; rest as in 3. Thorax : 
dorsum dull greenish-aeneous with three central, narrow, well- 
separated, not very distinct brownish lines reaching from anterior 
nearly to posterior margin; sides concolorous, rather darker 
behind; with a broad yellow vertical strip© just in front of wing, 
descending to and terminating on the sternopleura, this stripe 
bearing a rather thick fringe of bright yellow hair. In 2 all 
the pleurae dull greenish-yellow, and the pubescence is rather 
more abundant. Dorsum covered with soft short yellow hair, 
which round the wing-insertion is bright orange. Posterior 
corners of dorsal surface of thorax forming on each side an orange 
elongated callosity with bright orange-brown hair. Scutellum 
rather dull orange-yellow, covered with soft black hairs. 
Metanotum black. Abdomen black, with an unbroken, deep brown 
raised edge around the entire dorsal surface, closely beset with 



DUDEOIDES. 


61 


very short bristles ; 1st segment greenish-black, sub-metallic, very 
short; 2nd segment aeneous at base, with two elongated orange 
spots, placed transversely, forming a band, interrupted in the 
centre; this batod being enlarged at the ends (foreshortened in 
front) in the d , and contracted at the ends and barely attaining 
the ridged edges of the segment in the $ ; a bunch of yellow 
hairs on the shoulders of this segment in both sexes; 3rd 
segment with a transverse orange band across centre, anterior 
edge slightly convex forward, posterior edge forming two straight 
lines narrowing the band in its centre and leaving the remainder 
of the segment as a flattened black triangle, the extreme posterior 
edge being sub-metallic dark brown with a fringe of very short 
black hairs ; the sides of this orange cross-band are parallel with 
the sides of the abdomen, to the ridges of which they extend. On 
4th segment a similar, but rather narrower and slightly more 
arched band, with a second orange band (as a flattened triangle, 
sub-metullic posteriorly) on posterior part of segment, the extreme 
edge of which is sub-metallic brassy, with a fringe of longish 
yellowish hair. The $ shows no trace of the sub-metallic 
tinge. 5th segment orange, with black at the base in some 
<3 specimens; yellow-haired. The whole abdomen with yellow 
hairs on the yellowish parts (longest towards the tip), and 
shorter, black hairs on the black parts. Genitalia: in the d* 
rather prominent, orange, with some short black hairs; in the 
$ small, elongated, dark-coloured. Venter in 6 black, with 
narrow yellowish bands at the juncture of the segments, widest 
on border of 2nd. In $ black, with two semi-circular large 
yellow spots at base of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments; pos¬ 
terior border of 1st widely, of 3rd narrowly, and of 2nd very 
narrowly (with enlargements at the corners), yellow. Venter 
nearly bare, a little short yellow sparse hair. Legs : coxae and 
base of femora black with some short black hair; remainder of 
legs entirely orange-yellow, the upper sides of the tarsi being a 
little browner. The anterior femora bear a little pale hair on 
their under side, but the black hairs on the hind pair extend 
almost to the tip below, the upper apical part being bare. All the 
tibiae bear very short golden-yellow pubescence, the hind pair 
having a row of short black bristles on the outer side. Wings 
pale yellowish-grey, slightly tawny on the basal and anterior parts. 
Halteres orange. Tegulse bright orange-yellow with concolorous 
fringe. 

LenatJiy 12-16 mm. 

Described from four <$ <$ and two $ $ (one, a melanoid 
2 described below) all from Sikkim and in the Indian Museum 
collection in good condition. Darjiling, 1000-3000 ft. (Lord 
Carmichael ); Shillong, 4900 ft. ( Kemp). 

The melanoid $ has the antennas almost wholly black (one 
of the alleged characters of Didea), the abdomen black with a dark 
blue sub-metallic reflectiou, beset with short black hairs; 2nd 
segment with two transverse narrow yellowish spots and forming 
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a band reaching the ridged side margins. Venter black, with two 
pale yellow spots at base of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments, resembling 
those ot the typical form; hind margins of segments narrowly 
yellow, with, a tendency to spread to the 2nd segment. 

49. Dideoides trilineata, sp. now 

cJ. Very near D. ovata. The three dark lines on the thorax 
distinct. The elongate spots on the 2nd abdominal segment 
narrower and pointed at each end. Hind margins of 3rd and 4th 
segments not obviously pale. Pubescence of abdomen rather pale 
yellow, not orange, distinctly less conspicuous than in ovata , but 
the black pubescence as conspicuous as the yellow. Edges of 
abdomen wholly black. Rest as in D. ovata. 

One 3 , British Museum. Myitkyiua District, Upper Burjna, 
6. xi. 1907 {Copt. Whitmore ). 

50. Dideoides tigerina, Big. 

Ischyrosyrphus tigei'inus, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) v, p. 249 
(1885). 

3 $ . Very near both ovata and trilineata. Thorax aeneous, a 
little more yellowish in the <3 , greenish in the $ ; the three 
'ongitudinal dark stripes as in both those species, perhaps some¬ 
what less distinct. 1st abdominal band normally entire, though 
in one 3 it is just visibly interrupted in the middle; in, 
some specimens so broad as to till all the surface except the 
rather broad black hind margin. 2nd and 3rd abdominal bands as 
in ovata y but rather broader and more yellowish than orange. 
Edges of abdomen black, with long pale yellow pubescence only at 
sides of 2nd segment, that on remainder of margins black, with a 
few yellow hairs intermixed in places. Pubescence of dorsum of 
abdomen yellow, conspicuous, but less dense than in ovatay and 
the black pubescence on the black parts short and less noticeable 
than in trilineata. Facial stripe sometimes less conspicuous, and 
antennae wholly black except for a slight paleness at base of 3rd 
joint. Femora entirely yellow except in one 3 , in which about 
the basal half is pale. Best as in ovata. 

A short series of both sexes in the British Museum. Lower 
ranges, Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 ( Chennell). Their identification 
with Bigot’s type 3 is certain, from a close comparison. 

Type in Bigot collection. 

Both of the two latter species appear distinct, although further 
specimens and the $ sex of trilineata must be forthcoming 
before a final decision can be made. The kindred genus Asarcina 
shows a disposition to form local races, judging by the excellent 
series of such forms amongst the African species in the British 
Museum, and Dideoides may be found to possess the same 
tendency. The characters of my three closely allied species are 
defined in the table perhaps as clearly as in the descriptions. 
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Genus ASARCINA, Macq. 

Asarkina, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 77 (1842). 

Genotypb, Syrphus rosiraius, Wied.; by original designation. 

Characters mainly as in Syrphus . Abdomen rather broader, 
flat. Frons rather abruptly projected into an obtuse antennal 
prominence ; face a little excavated below antennas; facial bump 
distinct, more prominent than in Syrphus ; mouth-border not 
produced; proboscis rather long, labella large. Wings with 
submarginal cell widened at about the middle and again at tip. In 
all else as in Syrphus. Macquart considers that this genus 
approaches Rhingia , and attributes it to Serville in manuscript. 
The type-species rostratus is evidently more I27utJ<jrta-like than the 
two Oriental ones, cegrotus and ericetorum , in neither of which does 
the face in any way approach that of Rhingia. 

Life-history apparently unknown. 

Range. South Asia, China, Orient, North and Central Africa. 
Of the two Indian species, ericetorum has pale yellow unmarked 
wings, and oegrota a dark broad band across the middle of the wings. 

51. Aiarcina ericetomm, Fair. (PI. I, fig. 18; PI. II, fig. 1.) 

Syrphus ericetorum, Fabricius, Spec. Ins. ii, p. 425 (1781). 

Asarcina ei'icetorum, Brunetti, Iiec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 210 (1915). 

Syrphtis salvia. Fabricius, Mant. Ins. ii, p. 340 (1787). 

Asarcina salviee t de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, p. 311 (1908). 

Syrphus incisuralis , Macquart, Dipt. Exot. Suppl. 5, p. 94 (1855). 

Asarcina typica , Bezzi, Ann. Mus. Hung, vi, p. 499 (1908). 

? Didea diaphana, Doleschall, Nat. Tijd. Ned. Ind. xiv, p. 409 (1857). 

2 • Head : eyes in 6 closely contiguous for half the dis¬ 
tance from vertex to frons; facets uniform in size; vertical 
triangle very elongate, black with black pubescence; frons bright 
sulphur-yellow with long black erect pubescence; a semicircular 
shining blackish-brown spot on upper side of the small autennal 
prominence, the rest of which, with the antennae, is brownish- 
orange ; 1st and 2nd joints of latter with black stiff hairs above 
and below, upper side of 3rd joint brown; arista orange, bare; 
face and all lower part of head covered with pale yellow tomentum 
and very fine concolorous pubescence ; central bump and mouth- 
border brownish-orange; proboscis black; occiput dark, with 
yellowish-grey tomentum on side margins and an unbroken fringe 
of bright yellow hairs forming a complete circle round the whole 
head. In $, frons at vertex about one-ninth of the head, 
rather rapidly widening to double that width at level of antennas; 
vertex for some distance brilliantly shining violet, with sparse, 
almost imperceptible fine dark hairs ; face with parallel sides, as 
wide as widest part of frons, with fine yellow pubescence. Thorax 
aeneous with a slight brassy tinge, from fore to hind margin; 
sides of dorsum.and the scutellum wholly orange-yellow; pleurae 
yellowish-grey. AVhole thorax and scutellum covered with 
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moderately dense, rather fine bright yellow pubescence, but hind 
border of scutellum with black bairs. Abdomen orange-yellow; 
1st segment with moderately broad median stripe and hind border 
narrowly black, the colour slightly broader in middle; sometimes 
the segment nearly or wholly yellow; 2nd segment with narrow 
median black stripe present, indefinite or absent ; hind margin 
shining black; 3rd and 4th segments similar, but median stripe 
absent and occasionally extreme anterior margin black; 5th segment 
with black hind margin indefinite or absent, occasionally quite 
distinct. Extreme sides of 1st and basal half of 2nd segment yellow 
with short yellow pubescence, sides of rest of abdomen narrowly 
black with short black pubescence. Apical half of abdomen some¬ 
times darkened. Venter yellowish,apical half more or less obscured. 
Pubescence of 1st and 2nd segments with short yellow pubescence; 
on hind border of 2nd segment and on all the rest of the abdomen 
the pubescence is black, though very short and inconspicuous. 
Legs yellow; about the hind half of anterior tarsi, and hind side of 
hind tibiae, also all hind tarsi, brown or blackish. Wings pale 
yellowish-grey; subcostal cell and stigma pale yellow; halteres 
orange. 

Length , normally 12-13 mm. 

Widely distributed in India and the East, in both hills and 
plains, throughout the greater part of the year. 

Type in Fabricius collection. 

52. Asarcina aegrota, Fabr. 

Fhdstalis cegrota, Fabricius, Syst. Anti. p. 243 (1805). 

Asarcina eegrota , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 210 (1915). 

Syrphus agrotus, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 118 (1830). 

Syiphus fi'ascipennis , Macquart, Hist. Nat. Dipt, i, p. 537 (1834). 

Didea ellenriederi, Doleschall, Nat. Tijd. Ned. lad. xiv, p. 407 (1857). 

Syrphus injirma, Rondani, Ann. Mus. Gen. vii, p. 423 (1875). 

cJ 2 • Head : eyes, vertical triangle and occipnt as in A. erice- 
torum ; frons and face shining black, closely covered with 
yellowish-grey tomentum, on former with black hairs, and with 
whitish tomentum and pale yellow hairs on latter; antennal 
prominence shining black except for a small space below in front; 
bare with sparse black hairs; central bump and a stripe from base 
of antennae down to it shining black. Antennae with 1st and 2nd 
joints black, 3rd narrowly black, but orange on more or less of 
basal half below; arista blackish ; mouth-border blackish. In £ , 
frons about one-eleventh or one-twelfth of head at vertex, 
gradually widening to about two and a half times as wide at level 
of antennae, mainly shining black, with sparse black pubescence, 
but with a yellowish-grey dust-spot on each side on eye-margin, 
just above antennal prominence, the spots nearly united at their 
inner ends. 'Thorax : dorsum shining black with short dark 
brown pubescence; a collar of erect bright yellow hairs on front 



ASABCINA.—I8CHYBOSYBPHUS. 


65 


margin; shoulders and hind corners dull yellowish with yellowish 
pubescence; scutellum yellow, with fine black pubescence ; pleurae 
grey with white pubescence. Abdomen dull black; 2nd segment 
with a pair of large irregularly oval orange-yellow spots placed 
obliquely from anterior corners, their inner ends occasionally 
meeting, occupying a considerable part of the surface ; 3rd and 4th 
each with a broad orange-yellow basal band, one-third to one-half 
the length of the segment, extending from side to side but occasion¬ 
ally not quite reaching the extreme side margins ; hind margin of 
4th segment moderately shining black; 5th segment more or less 
black in middle, sometimes nearly wholly black, rather shining. 
Pubescence of abdomen pale yellow and conspicuous on yellow 
spots on 2nd segment, short, black and inconspicuous on rest of 
dorsum-; abdominal side margins (except where the spots on 
2nd segment attain the margin) with a distinct fringe of coarser 
black pubescence. Venter black with base broadly pale and two 
(sometimes three) pale yellow bands corresponding to those on the 
dorsum of the 3rd and 4th (and sometimes 5th) segments. Legs : 
coxa; black; anterior femora and tibim yellow ; base of middle 
femora blackish ; anterior tarsi mainly black, often brownish at 
base; hind legs wholly black. Wings clear; a broad dark brown 
band from front to hind margin occupying middle third of wing; 
extreme base brown ; halteres yellow. 

Length , 11-12 mm. 

As widely distributed as A. ericetorum in India and the East, 
both from hills and plains, at almost all seasons of the year. 

Location of type uncertain. 

Genus ISCHYROSYRPHUS, Big. 

Ischyrosyrphus , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Eat. France, (6) ii, Bull. p. lxviii 
(1882). 

Ischyrosyrphus, Verrall, Brit. Flies, Syrph. p. 321 (1901). 

Genotype, Syrphus glaucius , L.; by original designation. 

Near Syrphus. Eyes distinctly or indistinctly hairy ; jowls not 
more than one-third as deep as diameter of eye; face without 
median black stripe; abdomen in outline club- or phial-shaped, 
sometimes broader, sometimes narrower; 2nd segment with a 
broad, more or less (though always slightly) interrupted band, 
generally transparent; 3rd segment, and generally 4th also, with 
a small widely interrupted band. 

These are the principal characters set out by Mik in erecting 
his genus Lagenosyrpkus, which is considered synonymous with 
Ischyrosyrphus by some authors. Bigot’s diagnosis of the latter 
genus was very faulty, and it seems questionable whether it is 
advisable to give generic rank to every group of species that differs 
from the general facies of a very large genus such as Syrphus. 
However, Verrall admits the present genus, aud the only Indian 
species referred to is Bigot’s. 

p 
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53. Ischyrosyrphus sivae, Big. 

Ischyrosyrph us sivce , Bigot, Aim. Soc. Ent. France, (0) ii, Bull, 
p. lxviii (1882). 

d. “ Antennae tawny, tip slightly darkened; face and frons 
yellow; thorax dull aeneous with rather dense tawny pubescence, 
and three longitudinal, narrow, brown stripes; scutellum tawny 
with tawny pubescence; abdomen concolorous, with rather dense 
but very short, tawuy tomentum; base of abdomen narrowly 
black; three narrow black transverse bands, widened in the 
middle. Legs tawny, base of femora black; hind tibiae and tips 
of tarsi broadly darkened. Wings pale yellowish ; anterior margin 
a little deeper brownish yellow. Length 19millim. One speci¬ 
men, India.” 

I know nothing of this species. The type is recorded as in the 
Bigot collection, but I have been unable to find it there. 

Genus LASIOPTICUS, Bond. 

Lasiopthie.ua, Rondani, Nuov. Ann. Sci. Nat. Bologna, (2) ii, p. 459 
(1814). 

Catabomba, Osten-Sacken, Bull. U.S. Geolog. Surv. iii, p. 325 
(1877). 

Genotype, Syrphuspyrastri, L.; by Rondaui’s designation. 

This genus differs from Syrphus almost solely in the inflated 
frons in both sexes, and the area of larger facets on the upper 
aud middle portion of the eye in the <$ The species have a 
certain facies of their own, but the genus is not universally 
recognised, and some authors prefer the use of the name 
Catabomba , Osten-Sacken; though the two genera are perhaps 
not exactly synonymous, as Rondani’s limits of Lasiopticus 
(Lasiophthieus ) were vague. 

The question whether the name Lasiopticus or Catabomba 
should stand for the pyrastri, L., group of species of Syrphus has 
been discussed previously, but opinions differ, and I have 
experienced some difficulty in deciding which name to adopt. 
VerraU’s contention was that Lasiopticus , as proposed by Rondani 
in 1844 (the species being described in 1857), was a wholly 
impossible genus on account of the inclusion of incongruous 
species; but this does not seem flawless, as in the first place the 
genus as originally constit uted was not more ill-founded than many 
others of those times ; and in the second place, Rondani in 1856 
(Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 51) set np a definite type-species, pyrastri , L. 
This would at least attach to that group of species the name 
Lasiopticus, even if that genus was subsequently shorn of all the 
other species placed in it by Rondani. Therefore, when Osten- 
Sacken in 1877 erected Catabomba on pyrastri* he went beyond 


* Verrall says the genua wa9 founded by Osten-Sacken for pyrastri “and 
its allies,” but pyrastri was selected definitely as the type of Lasiopticus in. 1856. 
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bis rights. It would have beeu better to have defined Bondani’a 
genus* more closely by adding the characters of the inflated 
Irons and the enlarged facets of the upper part of the eyes in 
the <$; these being apparently stable characters, whereas the 
pubescence of the eyes in this group is not a generic character. 
Syrphug contains species with distinctly pubescent eyes in both 
sexes, others with the eyes moderately hairy in the S and almost 
bare in the $ , and still others with quite bare eyes in both sexes. 
Latiopticus in Bondani’s sense has pubescent eyes only, but if 
Catabomba be regarded as synonymous with it, the genus will then 
contain bare-eyed species also, since Verrall notes (Brit. Flies, 
Syrph. p. 333) a species from North America in Bigot’s collection 
with bare eyes. Ischyrosyrphus also contains hairy-eyed and 
almost bare-eyed species ; whilst the genera Xanthogramma , Sch., 
and Olbiosyrphus, Mik, are only separated by the bare eyes of 
the former contrasted with the pubescent eyes of the latter, and 
an intermediate species might be considered to unite the genera 
An American writer (B. C. Osburn, Journ. N. Tk. Ent. Soc. xviii, 
p. 58,1910) suggests the suppression of the genus Catabomba . 

Of the two Indian species of this genus, L. seleniticus has the 
abdominal spots comparatively narrow and curved upwards at the 
inner ends, whilst L. latimaculatus has them very broad and oval. 

54. Lasiopticus seleniticus, Meig. (PI. II, fig. 2.) 

Syrphus seleniticus, Meigen, 8yat. Beschr. iii, p. 304, pl. xxx, fig. 21 
(1822). 

Catabomba selenitica, Verrall, Brit. Flies, Syrph. p. 337, fig. 280, 
abd. (1001). 

Syrphus lunutatus, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii. p. 121 (1830). 

Lasiophthicus annamttes, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) v, p. 250 
(1886). 

d ^ Head , d '• eyes with dense whitish pubescence, which is 
sparser on under side; closely contiguous for a short distance; 
vertical triangle small, black, with black or blackish-brown hairs; 
ocelli ruby-red ; frons and face orange-yellow, generally a little 
deeper on former, which bears conspicuous black pubescence; 
space above antenum blackish- or orange-brown; face with parallel 
sides from level of auteun® downwards, in width considerablv 
more than one-third of head; with shorter black pubescence which 
becomes yellow on lower part; an irregular blackish-brown stripe 


* A similar case to the present one came before me recently in Tipumoac 
regarding the genus Trentepohlia , Big. This was only “ characterised ” by its 
inclusion in a table containing genera belonging to two other eubfamiliea of 
TiPUMDiB, and a genus each of Dixioa and M?cbtophilid®, besides other 
wholly unrelated genera of Tipclid-*. However, Bigot bad stated a type- 
species and Edwards afterwards sufficiently characterised the genos, so I 
suppressed my genus Monaomioides (erected on Bigot’s type of Trentepohlia ), 
though I still claim that tne nomination of a type-species does not constitute 
tbe diagnosis of a genus. 

f2 
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from mouth-border; latter brownish-orange along edge ; proboscis 
blackish. Antennae black, 1st joint and base of 3rd below more 
or less orange ; arista bare, black. Occiput ash-grey with shorter 
yellow fringe on upper half and longer whitish fringe on lower 
half. In $>, pubescence of eyes less dense; vertex broadly shining 
black; frons widening rapidly to level of antennae, thence, the 
sides parallel (in the two $ $ before me the brown marks above 
antennae deeper and more extended than in <3 ). Thorax aeneous 
with dense yellowish-brown pubescence; humeri and sides 
of dorsum dull brownish-yellow, the pubescence there thicker 
and more orange in colour; pleurae ash-grey with pale yellow 
pubescence; scutellum dull brownish-yellow with all-brown 
pubescence. Abdomen black, moderately shining; 2nd segment 
with a pair of well separated oval orange-yellow spots lying across 
the middle, the outer ends rather narrowed, passing over side- 
margins towards anterior corners of segment; 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments each with a pair of orange-yellow lunules, less separated in 
the middle line than the spots on the 2nd segment, their upper 
ends reaching nearly to anterior margin of segment and level 
with one another, their outer ends passing over side margins near 
anterior corners ; hind border of 4lh segment narrowly orange; 
5th segment mainly black, margin more or less narrowly orange. 
Pubescence of abdomen practically following ground-colour. 
Venter black, more or less yellowish on basal half. Legs mainly 
orange; nearly all the basal half of anterior femora, all the hind 
femora, a median ring on hind tibiae and last four tarsal joints, 
dark brown. Soft, fine, rather long, pale yellow pubescence chiefly 
confined to basal half of outer and under sides of fore femora, 
diminishing towards tips ; also on hind and under sides of middle 
femora, and outer and under sides of hind femora, though much 
sparser on the latter. Tibiae and tarsi with only normal pubescence. 
Wings clear, stigma and halteres yellowish. 

Length , 12-13 mm. 

Described from 2 3 cfand 2 2 ? in the Indian Museum. Simla, 
7000 ft., 5. v. 1907; Theog, 8000ft.. 27 iv. 1907 (both Annandale ); 
Mundali, Debra Dun District, 12,000 ft., 12. v. 1910. One 2 
the British Museum from the Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 (Chennell). 
The specimen from Theog was originally recorded by me as 
Syrjohus luniger, Meig. A common European species. 

55. Lasiopticus latimacnlatus, sp. nov. (PI. II, figs. 3, 4.) 

3 5 Head pale yellow; vertex rather narrowly deep black 
with very short black pubescence; frons vesiculose, with brown 
pubescence on upper part aud whitish on lower part, as also on 
face; mouth-border and traces of a streak extending upwards 
from it, also frons around base of antennae, all narrowly brownish. 
Antennal 1st and 2nd joints brownish-orange, 2nd narrowly black 
above, 3rd black, brownish-orange below at base, arista orange, 



LA8I0PTICUS.—SYBPHUS. 


69 


the colours more distinct in 2 than in 3 . Occipital margin ash- 
grey with rather dense white pubescence, which is yellowish behind 
vertex. Thorax ®neous-black with brownish-grey pubescence on 
dorsum, white on pleura and more yellowish on the broad con¬ 
spicuous yellow side margins, which reach the yellowish trans¬ 
lucent scutellum ; latter darker in centre and with black pubescence 
except for some whitish pubescence at base. Abdomen shining 
black with three pairs of broad subequal orange spots, the 
1st pair lying across middle of 2nd segment, well separated, oval 
and continued broadly over anterior part of side margins; 2nd 
and 3rd pairs, on 3rd and 4th segments, rather less widely 
separated than 1st pair, approximately oval, slightly curved, with 
outer ends truncate, parallel to but quite clear of side margins; 
4th segment with narrow orange hind margin ; 5th black with 
narrow side and hind margins. Q-enitalia orange, marked with 
black; venter yellow with black transverse marks. Pubescence of 
abdomen practically following ground-colour. Legs orange- 
yellow ; cox®, anterior femora for nearly basal half, hind pair for 
more than basal half, black; upper side of tarsi brownish. Wings 
colourless, stigma pale yellow; squam® whitish with white 
pubescence. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from a 3 from Allahabad, 12. i. 1906 ( Howlett ), and 
a 2 from Peshawur, 18. iii.1913, “on rye grass” {Howlett): 
Ferozepore, v. 1908, 3 9; Abu, 6 2 (both Nurse). 

Types sent to the British Museum by Mr. T. B. Fletcher. 


Genus SYRPHUS, Fabr. 

Syrphus, Fabricius, Syst. Ent. p. 762 (1775). 

Sceeva , Fabricius, Syst. Anti. p. 248 (1805). 

Psylogaster , Liov, Atti Isti. Veneto, (3) ix, p. 753 (1864). 

Ejnstrophe, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 242 (1852). 

Genotype, Musca ribesii, L.; by universal acceptance *. 

Head as broad as or rather broader than thorax; eyes contiguous 
in 3 , well separated in $, generally bare, but varying up to 
densely pubescent; frons prominent; face slightly hollowed below 
antenn®, a moderately large central knob and the mouth-border 
produced ; face wholly yellow or yellow with a median black 
stripe; antenn® of moderate and normal Syrphine type, 3rd joint 
oval, arista nearly basal, bare or slightly pubescent. Thorax 
subquadrate or slightly wider just beyond middle, black or ®neous, 
or at most slightly yellowish towards sides, but without con¬ 
spicuous markings on pleura; scutellum normally yellow, with 


* Coquillett’s suggestion to apply the name Syrphus to Leucozona lucorum 
is unwarrantable; the speoies ribesii has always been accepted as typical of 
this genus, and I decline to trouble about any presumed claim of any other 
group of species to the name Syrphus. 
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soft pubescence, as has also the thoracic dorsum. Abdomen longer 
than thorax, segments subequal in length except the very short 
last one in rf and the small anal segments in $ ; ranging in shape 
from a short oval to a long oblong, generally broader in $ ; yellow 
or pale spots or bands present in all Rpecies. Legs simple, slightly 
pubescent. Wings with typical Syrphine venation ; anterior cross¬ 
vein before middle of discal cell, 3rd vein normally almost straight; 
alulae and squamae of moderate size. Wings folded over abdomen 
at rest. 

Life-history. The larvaB feed on Aphides, the metamorphoses of 
several European species being known *. 

Range . World-wide; 



Fig. 16 .—Syrphus confrater, Wied., <$. 


The typical genus of the family, forming the centre of a group 
containing JDidea, Platychirus, Melanostoma, Pyvophcena , Chilosia 
and allies, and some others. Lasiopticus i Bond., and Ischyro- 
syrphus, Big., are recognised as distinct, though they do not 
strongly appeal to me as such. Some confusion has arisen over 
the synonymy of the genus which is lucidly explained by Yerrall f. 
This author also records two swarms (consisting of more than one 
species) that occurred in England in 1869, simultaneously at two 
places. The genus occurs almost everywhere, though its natural 
home seems to be Europe. De Meijere gives some valuable 
notes on the Oriental species, with a table (Tijd. v. Ent. li, 
p. 291 et seq.). 


Table of Species. 

1. Eyes pubescent 
Eyes bare .... 

2. Two definite greyish stripes on anterior 

part of thorax (less distinct in seranus) 
No such obvious-stripes; at most, traces in 
individuals. . . ... 

3. A black facial stripe; grey thoracic stripes 

more distinct. 

No facial stripe; grey thoracic stripes less 
distinct 


2 . 

10 . 

3. 

4. 

a/6ostrmtns,Fln.,p. 72. 
serarius , Wied., p. 73 


* See p. 25 and footnote to p. 26. 
t Brit. Flies, Syrphid.T, p. 340. 
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4. No facial black stripe, but central bump 

may be black. 

A black facial stripe (brown and very narrow 
in opimtua) . ..... • •» 

5. Abdominal bands divided into three pairs 

of spots » . « « » • • •• • • 

Abdominal bands entire (in serarius , the 
pair of spots on the 2nd segment often 
united, forming a narrow band still 
narrower in middle) ..... 

0. Under side of 3rd antennal joint always 
more or less orange (abdominal bands 

yellow). 

Antennae wholly black . 

7. Abdomen with 3 pairs of spots ... ... 

Abdomen with 2nd and 3rd abdominal 

bands entire .. 

8. Abdominal spots large, sub-lunate 

Abdominal spots narrower, linear. 

9. Vertex brilliant shining violet; face dull 

yellowish with small central bump shining 
black; anterior femora practically nil 
yellow, at most extreme base black; 
bind legs blAckish. ... 

Vertex black; face orange-brown with 
broad black stripe; anterior femora black 
on basal third to half; hind legs apparently 
with more black surface than in transversus 

10. Thoraxwith obvious grey or bronze stripes, 

at least on anterior margin. 

Thorax without obvious grey stripes, at 
most, traces of such in individuals.. 

11. Thoracic stripes five, bronze-coloured . 
Thoracic stripes two, greyish, sometimes 

indistinct . ... 

12. Abdomen rather conspicuously narrow. 
Abdomen of usual ovate shape 

13. Abdomen with three pairs of spots; no 

entire transverse band. . 

A pair of spots on 2nd segment; 2nd and 
3rd abdominal bands entire.. 

All three abdominal bands entire* 

14. Abdominal spots clearly passing over side 

margins; genitalia in very large; scu- 
tellum yellow-haired 

Abdominal spots clear of side margins; 
genitalia in c? of normal size; scutellum 
black-haired 

15. No facial black stripe 
A black facial stripe 


6 . 

7. 

aneifrons, Brun., p. 75. 


6 . 


[p. 76. 

torvus, Ost.-Sack., 
f/nseocinctns, sp. n., 

8. [p. 77. 

9. 

opimius, Walk., p. 78. 
7 'emotns , sp. u., p. 78. 


[p. 70. 

transversus, Brun., 


orsua, Walk., p. 80. 


11 . 


12. [p. 81. 
(fuinouevittatus, sp. 

[p. 82. 

bulteatus , I)e Geer, 
cinctellus, Zett., p. 84. 

13. 


14. 


15. 

13. 


corolla, Fabr., p. 85. 


luniger, Meig., p. 86. 
16. 

17. 


* S. covfrater, Wied., is included under this bending, as the markings of 
the 2nd abdominal segment generally consist of a pair of elongate, transverse 
spots broadly united at their inner ends, thus forming an entire hand ; but ii» 
some specimens they are just separated. Wiedemaun described them ns a 
pair of contiguous spots, which is an excellent definition. 
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16. Facial bump pale yellow; scutellum yellow¬ 


haired; hind femora partly (tf), or 

entirely (2 )> orange, hind tibiae mainly [p. 87. 

orange ... . . . latifasciatus, Macq., 

Facial bump dark; scutellum black-haired ; [p. 89. 

hind femora and tibiae nearly all black. fulvifacies , Bruu., 

17. Hind legs with conspicuous black pubes¬ 

cence: long. 14-16 mm. .. .... aqualis, Walk., p. 90. 

Hind legs without such conspicuous black [p. 91. 

pubescence: long. 6 mm.. . maculipteura, Brun., 

18. Abdominal bands lying across middle of [p. 92. 

segments, nearer front than hind margins. confrater , Wied., 

Abdominal bands placed on hind margins 
of segments, each band slightly over¬ 
lapping the following segment* assimilis, Macq.,p. 94. 


66. Syrphus albostriatus, Fin. (PI. II, figs. 5-8.) 

Sc<zva albostriata, Fallen, Dipt. Suec., Syrph. p. 42 (1817). 

Syrphus albostriatus, Verrall, British Flies, Syrph. p. 344, figs. 282- 
284. 

Syrphus carinthiacus, Latzel, Jahrb. d. naturh. Landesmus. von 
Kamten, p. 106 (1876). 

2 Htad: c?, eyes absolutely contiguous for only a short 
distance, but very narrowly separated thence to vertex, bearing 
dense brown pubescence; frons with dark grey dust and black 
hairs, mainly occupied by the relatively large shining black 
antennal prominence; face bright chrome-yellow, a little darker 
below antennae, with a distinct black median stripe enclosing the 
shining central bump; cheeks orange, generally sharply demar¬ 
cated from face by a clear-cut black stripe; pubescence of face 
fine, black, that of cheeks whitish. Antennae and proboscis black. 
Occiput grey, with a yellowish-white uninterrupted fringe, which 
is more whitish on lower part and more yellowish on upper part, 
where there are some long black hairs on vertex. In 2 , frons 
from vertex to base of antennae shining black with a broad trans¬ 
verse grey space across the middle, the colour continued narrowly 
along eye-margins till merged in the yellow face. In both sexes 
both frons and face sometimes almost translucent. Thorax 
moderately shining aeneous-black; a pair of obvious though not 
conspicuous short grey stripes, narrowly separated., extending 
from anterior margin hindwards to beyond suture; a slight 
greyish tinge at each end of suture; pleurae dark grey, shining; 
pubescence of dorsum and pleurae yellowish or yellowish-grey, 
scutellum brownish-yellow, with wholly long black pubescence 
except for some shorter yellow hairs in front. Abdomen black ; 


* I add this species to the table, as Macquart’s expression “near ribesii" 
should mean that the eyes are bare ; however, lie uses the same expression with 
regard to his ronsimi/is, in which he states the eyes to be pubescent. 
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on 2nd segment a pair of moderate-sized yellow oval spots placed 
across centre, near sides, well separated from each other and clear 
of side margins ; 3rd segment with a sinuate narrow yellow band 
of uniform width from side to side, placed a little before middle 
of segment and broadly contiguous to centre of anterior margin. 
In some specimens this band is slightly emarginate behind at the 
mitidle. Fourth segment similar to 3rd. Pubescence following 
ground-colour except for a few black hairs at hind corners of 
segments. In 1 band on 3rd abdominal segment rather less 
sinuate and much narrower in m*ddle than in 3 ; hind corners of 
4th segment and hind margin of 5th narrowly orange. Legs 
orauge-yellow; basal half of anterior femora, and more than basal 
half of hind femora, black, also hind tibiae more or less blackish 
towards tips; upper side of hind tarsi blackish-brown. Wings 
pale yellowish-grey; stigma distinct, long, yellowish-brown; 
halteres orange, squamae yellowish. 

Lengthy 8|-10 mm. 

Described from several 3 3 and a single $ in the Indian 
Museum. Mundali, Dehra Dun District, 9000 ft., 10. v. 1910; 
Matiana, Simla District, 3000 ft.; Kurseong, 4700 ft., 15. iv. 1911 
(Annandale) ; Darjiling, 6900 ft., 20. x. 1905 (j Srunetti), a rather 
dark variety. Distributed throughout Europe. There is no 
doubt about the identification, the grey-striped thorax and the con¬ 
vex yellow abdominal bands being striking and unusual characters. 

57. Syrphus serarius, Wied. (PI. II, figs. 11-14.) 

Syrphns serarius, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 128 (1830) ; de 
Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 296 (1907). 

3 2- Head-, in 3 , eyes with dense brown pubescence; vertical 
triangle small, black with black hairs; upper part of frons almost 
aeneous, sometimes with greenish or yellowish tinges, with close 
blackish-grey dust and long black pubescence. Antennal pro¬ 
minence shining violet-black, space round base of antennae 
narrowly orange; face with ground-colour orange, often with an 
aeneous tinge, with dense yellowish-grey dust and rather thick 
though not conspicuous dark brown pubescence, which becomes 
whitish and short about the mouth ; the border of the latter is 
blockish, the central bump shining black, bare; cheeks very 
narrow, almost absent, ash-grey with sparse short yellowish-grev 
hairs. Antennae and arista all black, but base of 3rd joint on 
under side sometimes dull orange. Occipital orbit with thick 
yellowish-grey fringe. In $ , vertex broadly shining violet-black, 
the colour sometimes extending as far as tho antennae, or some¬ 
times interrupted by a grey-dusted space of greater or less extent. 
Thorax moderately shining black, sometimes with a slight aeneous 
tinge, with brownish-grey pubescence; bright yellow pubes¬ 
cence at sides of dorsum in front and black pubescence around 
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wing-base; pleur® ash-grey with whitish pubescence; bind corners of 
dorsum dull translucent yellow with yellow pubescence. Scutellum 
dull translucent yellow; pubescence yellow on basal half and black 
on the remainder. Abdomen dull indigo-black; 1st segment 
sinning aeneous; on 2nd segment a pair of very elongate-triangular 
yellow spots across middle of segment, their apices sometimes 
well separated on middle line, sometimes bluntly united, forming 
a complete transverse band; their bases near but never reaching 
side margins of segment; 3rd segment with a rather broad orange 
band, widening a little towards sides and just reaching side 
margins, sometimes narrowly so on anterior corners, sometimes 
quite broadly; 4th segment with a similar band which is yellowish- 
grey or wholly greyish, much less conspicuous than that of 3rd seg- 
mentand generally fainterin centre, widening towards and reaching 
side margins, though indistinctly ; hind margin of 2nd segment 
often extremely narrowly orange, of 4th segment often more 
aeneous; 5th segment generally shining aeneous. Pubescence of 
abdomen yellowish on pale parts and wholly on 2nd segment; 
black parts with black pubescence, but with some straggling pale 
hairs intermixed; pubescence on side margins of abdomen yellowish 
on front half or two-thirds of each segment, but black on hinder 
part. Venter blackish with indistinct pale bands corresponding to 
those of upper side. In $» 1st band normally entire, sometimes 
barely narrowed in middle, sometimes interrupted more broadly in 
middle, the yellow colour replaced at that spot by an aeneous tinge. 
Bands in 5 always wider than in c?»in some individuals the 
2nd band nearly filling the segment, giving the appearance of a 
distinct species. In some specimens of both sexes the abdominal 
bands are very narrow, the spots on the 2nd segment equally so 
and widely separated, all these markings being bluish-grey or 
plumbeous. Legs brownish-orange; nearly all the basal half of 
anterior femora, hind femora wholly except at tips, an indistinct 
narrow median ring on anterior tibi® and a broader one on hind 
tibiae, also all tarsi, black. The black marks in some specimens 
much less conspicuous or replaced by brown ones; sometimes the 
legs scarcely dark: and the tarsi sometimes at most brown instead 
of black. The black colour generally less extensive in $, as the 
anterior tibiae in this sex are sometimes wholly browish-orange. 
Wings clear; stigma pale brownish-yellow; halteres dull 
yellowish. 

Length , 7-10 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes in the Indian Museum 
and Pusa collections. Mussoorie, ix. 1906; Kuraaon, 5000 ft., 
10-12. ix. 1909 (Lynch); 6000 ft., 21-26. viii. 1918 (Fletcher); 
Almora, 5500 ft., 22-26. ix. 1911 (Paiva) ; purree, 7500 ft., 18. vi. 
( Dutt ); Soondrijal, Nepal; Nagorkote, Nepal; Singla, Darjiling 
District, 1500 ft., iv. 1913; Lebong, Darjiling District, 4500 ft., 
2-9. v. 1909 (Howlett) ; (Jhapra, Bengal (Mackenzie) ; Pusa, 
19. ii. 1908, “ reared from maggot predaceous on Aphis cardui 
5. iii. 1911, on Kusum; 12. iii. 1909, on grass; Coorg, S. India, 
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15-20. x. 1915 (Fletcher) ; Shillong, 5500-0400 ft., 29. viii.-5. ix. 
1915 {Kemp); Mangaldai, Assam-Bhutan Frontier, 31. xii. 1910 
(Kemp). A short series of both sexes in the British Museum 
from the lower ranges, Khnsi Hills, Assam, 1878 {Ghennell). De 
Meijere redescribes the species from a single from Pattipola, 
Ceylon, 2000 metres (Biro), in the Hungarian Museum, and records 
the species again from three localities in Java, adding a very 
useful table of 15 Javanese species (Tijd. v. Tint. lvii, p. 160, 
1914). Coquillett records it from Japan. Originally described 
from China. 

Some specimens of both sexes have the abdominal markings 
narrowed down to rather fine lines of a blue-grey or plumbeous 
colour, and in these the legs appear to be more brownish than in 
the more normal specimens. Of this form there are a 6 and $ in 
the Indian Museum, respectively from Painsur, Garhwal District, 
W Himalayas, 7500 ft., 20. iv. 1914 (Tytler), and Almora, Kumaon 
District, W Himalayas, 5500 ft., 30. ix.-4. x. 1911 ( Paiva ). 

This species has a very close resemblance to S. adligatus, Wied., 
which extends from Abyssinia to the Cape and shows a tendency 
to form races. The chief difference is in the band on the 3rd 
abdominal segment, which is broader in adligatus and occupies 
completely the anterior border, but which in serarius is placed 
distinctly behind the border. A minor character is in the stigma 
which in the African species is more conspicuously black at its 
inner end than in the Eastern one. 

58. Syrphus aeneifrons, Brun. 

Syrphns aneifrons , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mua. viii, p. 159 (1913). 

S Headi eyes with dense dark brown pubescence, touching 
for about the middle third of the distance from vertex to tip of 
frons; latter black with a few stiff black hairs curved forward; 
frons aeneous-bronze, antennal prominence black, both with long 
black hairs; face orange-yellow, barely produced m middle, just 
above mouth, where it is blackish; mouth-border and lower edge 
of face black, with a few black hairs: proboscis brownish. An- 
tenuae wholly black, 2nd joint emarginate, black bristles at tip ; 3rd 
joint elongate-conical, arista black. Posterior orbit of eyes with 
a fringe of bright orange, scale-like, thick hairs; occiput grey. 
Thorax shining black with brownish-yellow, hairs; sides dark grey; 
pleura with grey or yellowish-grey hairs; scutellum yellowish 
with dark brown hairs. Abdomen ovate, black, moderately shining; 
2nd segment with a pair of elongate-triangular yellowish spots, 
their bases placed near lateral margins, their apices nearly reaching 
centre of segment; 3rd segment with a pair of elongate spots 
near anterior margin, not attaining lateral margins, slightly 
widened towards sides in one specimen, but of uniform width in 
type; these spots nearly meet in the centre of segment (probably 
in individual specimens actually are united). Fourth segment with 
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two similar spots but rather smaller; these in the type are of 
uniform width, but in the second specimen are distinctly wider 
towards the sides as in the previous segment. Pubescence of 
abdomen concolorous with ground-colour; a quantity of pale 
yellow or whitish-yellow hair laterally at base. Venter blackish, 
with greyish reflections, yellowish about the middle. Legs: cox© 
and basal half of femora black; tarsi brown; remainder of legs 
yellowish or brownish-yellow; a little whitish and pale yellowish 
hair on femora, longer on under side. Wings colourless; 
stigma dirty broyvnish-yellow; halteres dull red-brown. 

Length, 10 mm. 

Described from two 3 3 ; the type taken between Kalek and 
Misshing (4000 ft.), 18. iii. 1912; the second example taken at 
Yembung (1100 ft.), 17 iii. 1912 (Ahor Expedition). Type in 
Indian Museum. 


59. Syrphus torvus, Ost.-SacTc. 

Syrphus torvus , Osten-Saeken, Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist, xviii, 
p. 139 (1875J. 

Sceeva ribesii, Fallen, Dipt. Suec., Syrpb. 40, 6 var. (1817). 

Scceva topiarius, Zetterstedt (nec Meigen), Ins. Lapp., Dipt. p. 699 
(1838); id., Dipt. Scnnd. ii, p. 723 (1843). 

Syrphus topiarius , Schiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 304 (1862). 

Syrphus torvus , Verrall, Brit. Flies, viii, p. 356 (1901). 

3 5 Head : 3 , eyes contiguous for a distance equal to length 
of vertical triangle, with grey pubescence: vertical triangle black 
with long black hairs; frons with yellow dust and long black 
pubescence; above antenna, shining black with an orange margin ; 
face wholly covered with yellow dust which is moro orange on 
cheeks, all covered with fine black pubescence; antenn© black, 
under side of 3rd joint dull reddish-brown ; occiput dusted with 
yellowish-grey, marginal fringe bright yellow, some black hairs 
intermixed behind vertex. In $ , frons at level of antenn© more 
than one-third of head; a considerable space at vertex and a 
similar space above antenn©, brown; rest of frons yellow-dusted 
as in 3 Thorax dull greeliish-grey; pleur©dark grey; scutellum 
brownish-yellow; pubescence on dorsum of thorax brownish- 
yellow, brighter yellow round wing-bases, pale yellow on pleur© 
and wholly black on scutellum. Abdomen black ; 2nd segment with 
a pair of oval yellow spots, well separated, across middle, narrowly 
overlapping side margins near anterior corners; 3rd and 4th 
segments each with a yellow band placed just clear of anterior 
margin, though its centre might actually touch it for a space; it 
is a little emarginate behind in middle, and each end clear of the 
side margins, except at anterior corners, where it passes over 
the edge. Hind margins of 4th and 5th segments orange. 
Genitalia orange and black. Pubescence mainly following ground¬ 
colour, but entirely pale yellow on 2nd segment except on hind 
margin ; that on the cross-bands brownish. Venter, basal half 
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yellowish, rest blackish; pubescence pale, long, sparse. Legs 
orange; about basal halt* of anterior, and two-thirds of bind, 
femora, black; an indefinite brown ring on apical half of hind 
tibiae; tips of anterior tursi and all of the bind pair dark. Pubes¬ 
cence of legs pale yellow; some black ha : rs behind anterior 
femora and a row of black bristles down outer side of hind tibiae. 

Wings nearly clear; stigma pale yellow; halteres orange; squamae 
yellowish with deeper edges. 

Lengthy 10-12 mm. 

Described from 3 <$ <5 and 1 2 from the Simla District; 
Matiana, 8000 ft., 28-30. iv. 1907 (Annandale). 

The only discrepancy with Verrall’s description in the above 
specimens lies in the black, instead of yellow, hairs on the face. 
The species has a wide range in Europe and North America. 


60. Syrphus griseocinctns, sp. nov. (Plate II, fig. 10.) 

6 . Head : eyes with close, short greyish pubescence; vertical 
triangle black with long black hairs; frons comparatively small, 
shining brownish-yellow, with rather long and dense black pubes¬ 
cence; antennal prominence shining black with narrow orange 
front margin; face pale brownish-yellow, with yellowish-grey 
dust and soft pale yellow pubescence. Antennae all-black, also 
arista. Facial bump shining brown, bare, upper part of mouth- 
border narrowly black; cheeks with traces of orange. Occipital 
margin yellowish-grey with yellow fringe. Thorax slightly 
greenieh-mneous with dense yellow, rather long pubescence; 
pleurae yellowish-grey; hind corners of dorsum and scutellum 
brownish-yellow, translucent. Pubescence on pleurae yellowish, 
on side margins of dorsum more orange, on scutellum mainly 
black, with pale hairs at base. Abdomen : 1st segment aeneous, 
rest black; hind margin of 4th segment broadly, and more than 
apical half of 5th, rather shining; a narrow grey band with 
parallel sides across middle of 2nd segment, and similar bands 
just behind base of 3rd and 4th segments, none of the bands 
reaching the side margins; last segment all shining black. Pubes¬ 
cence golden-yellow except that of 2nd segment, which is almost 
all yellow, bat. has some darker hairs intermixed on hinder part. 
Venter dusky blackish, a little shining. Legs : coxse, basal half 
of anterior femora, more than basal half of hind pair, apical half 
of hind tibise, anterior tarsi towards tips and hind pair wholly, 
black; rest of legs orange. Pubescence on femora pale yellow, 
on rest of legs following the ground-colour. Wings pale grey; 
stigma distinct, brownish-yellow; halteres dark. 

Lengthy 13 mm. 

Described from a single A in the Indian Museum from Bogar- 
kote, Kuinaon, W Himalayas, 8000 ft., 29. iv. 1914 ( Tytler ). 

The species closely resembles cequatis, Walk., but is recognised 
by the pubescent eyes and by the absence of the loDg, dense black 
hair on the hind legs. 
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61. Syrphns opimius, Walk. 

Syrphus opimius 1 , Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt. pt. 3, p. 232 (1862). 

($. “ Head yellow, clothed with black hairs, paler and clothed 
with pale yellow hairs beneath ; eyes red, clothed with short pile 
hairs; feelers tawny, pitchy above; 6th joint tawny; chest and 
breast steel-blue; chest thickly clothed with tawny hairs; sides 
and scutcheon tawny; breast tinged with hoary, clothed with hoary 
hairs; abdomen pitchy, obconical, much longer hut not broader 
than the chest, adorned with three very broad interrupted and 
two very slender entire yellow bands, the second and the third 
arched, the fourth and the fifth at the tip; hind borders of the 
segments and tip blue; legs tawny; feet pitchy, tawny at the 
base; thighs towards the base, hind thighs and hind shanks more 
or less pitchy; wings colourless ; wing-ribs tawny; veins black, 
tawny at the base ; brands brown ; poisers tawny. 

“ Length of the body 5 lines; of the wings 10 lines. East 
Indies.” 

Type in the British Museum in very bad condition. 

Head : frons and face pale yellow; former with a slight shining 
aeneous tinge and black pubescence; face with fine black pubes¬ 
cence. Antennal 1st and 2nd joints rather bright shining brown, 
3rd blackish, dull red-brown below at base; facial bump moder¬ 
ately large, gently curved, an obvious light brown median stripe. 
Thorax aeneous, with brownish-grey or yellowish pubescence, more 
yellowish on pleurae; scutellum translucent yellow, with rather 
long and dense brownish-yellow pubescence. Abdomen (con¬ 
siderably damaged) probably shining blue-black, with a pair of 
large yellow spots on 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments; those on 2nd 
segment broadly separated, transverse, with parallel sides, rounded 
on inner ends, the outer ends reaching side margins; spots on 
3rd and 4th segments sublunate, less widely separated, placed 
on anterior margin, outer ends reaching front corners of segments; 
5th and 6th segments with hind margins narrowly orange-yellow. 
Abdominal pubescence whitish, venter more or less yellowish. 
Legs orange-yellow; anterior femora vrith basal half blackish; 
hind legs more or less brownish-yellow ; hind tibiae a little darker 
about middle, where there is a little black pubescence; rest of 
pubescence of legs pale yellow or whitish; tarsi more or less 
brown above. Wings clear, highly iridescent; stigma brownish. 

The specimen has been labelled “ Catabomba ” by someone, but 
appears to be a true Syrphus. 


62. Syrphns remotus, sp. nov. (PI. II, tig. 15.) 

S'. Headx eyes with dark brown pubescence; vertical triangle 
black with dark brown hairs; frons blackish-grey dusted with long 
brown pubescence; antennal prominence shining brown; face 
chrome-yellow with brown pubescence and a distinct black, rather 
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broad, median stripe, the upper end drawn out to a fine point just 
below the all-black antennae and arista; cheeks orange; occipital 
fringe yellowish-grey, bro wn.behind vertex. Thorax brown-aeneous; 
pleurae greyish; scutelluin brownish-yellow. Pubescence of 
dorsum brownish-yellow, of pleurae pale yellow, of scutellum long 
and black. Abdomen moderately shining black with a deep blue 
tinge; 1st segment aeneous; 2nd with a pair of widely separated, 
rather elongate yellow spots, bluntly wedge-shaped, their bases 
parallel to, but quite clear of, the side margins; 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments each with a pair of elongate spots, with nearly parallel 
sides, on front half of segment; inner end of each spot very 
slightly nearer anterior margin of segment than outer end, which 
latter at its anterior part just reaches side margins. Hind margin of 
4th segment wholly black, shining. Genitalia rather large. Pubes¬ 
cence yellowish-grey on pale parts of dorsum, black on remainder; 
on side margins yellowish, except at hind corners where it is 
black. Venter black, 1st and 2nd segments yellowish; hind 
margins of remaining segments narrowly orange; pubescence 
pale, long, yellow. Legs orange; cox®, basal half of anterior 
femora, hind pair wholly except tips, a mediau ring on front tibiae, 
a post-median ring on middle tibi®, and hind tibi® wholly except 
broadly at base, black; tarsi brownish, hind pair darker. Pubes¬ 
cence mainly confined to a little pale yellow hair on basal half of 
femora, but some long black hairs on apical half of middle femora 
on under side. Wings yellowish-grey; stigma dark brown ; hal- 
teres brownish-orange; squam® yellowish-grey with yellow fringe. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from a single <$ in the Indian Museum. Kufri, 
Simla Hills, 8000 ft., 11. v. 1909 ( Annandale ). There is about 
this species some general resemblance to S. albostriatus , Fin., but 
the thorax has no pale stripes and the bands on the 3rd and 4th 
abdominal segments are separated into spots. It is also obviously 
allied to, though distiuct from, S. opimius , Walk., the abdominal 
spots being smaller and practically linear, instead of distinctly 
sub-lunate and considerably larger. It is also a smaller species* - 

63. Syrphus transversus, Brun. 

Syrphus transversus, Brunetti, Kec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 160 (1913). 

$ Head : eyes with yellowish-white pubescence: frons gradu¬ 
ally widening from vertex to base of antenn®, where it is fully 
one-third width of head; vertex shining violet, bare, except for 
the ocellar triangle which bears a few short black hairs; rest of 
frons dusted with yellowish-white, but for a large space around 
the antennal protuberance it is shining black ; face pale yellow, 
more whitish below, central bump rather small, shining black, the 
colour extending in a stripe to the mouth. Whole frons (except 
the vertex) down to antenn® with black pubescence; whole 
face with whitish pubescence, which is longest on lower part and 
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around the black mouth-border. Proboscis blackish-brown,. 
Antennae wholly black, much as in ceneifrons, 3rd joint a little 
shorter. Anterior edge of antennal protuberance brownish- 
yellow. Back of head ash-grey; upper posterior orbit of eyes 
with a fringe of bright yellow scale-like thick hairs, lower part of 
orbit with similar white scaly hairs. Thorax aeneous, with pale 
brownish-yellow hairs; sides ash-grey with whitish hairs. Scu- 
tellum yellowish, with yellow hairs on dorsum and long black 
hairs iri region of posterior border, and soft pendent white hair 
below. Abdomen ovate, black, 1st segment aeneous, very short; 
2nd, 3rd and 4th segments with a moderately broad yellow band 
on each, none of the bands attaining the side margins, all narrowed 
in the middle, the 1st and 3rd bands practically interrupted there; 
in fact, the 1st band is really composed of two elongate triangular 
yellow spots, their apices not contiguous, but connected by a 
small grey-dusted patch. The 3rd band is actually interrupted for 
a very short space, and in individual specimens might easily 
resolve itself into two elongate spots; pubescence of abdomen 
concolorous with ground-colour, a good deal of white hair laterally 
at base, and short pubescence along side margins except where 
the black parts of the abdomen intervene; venter blackish, the 
two wider bands duplicated as on the dorsum, pubescence sparser; 
in certain lights the dorsal abdominal bands have a creamy shade, 
especially tli.e 1st band. Legs: coxae, anterior femora at base, and 
about basal half of hind femora, black ; tibiae brownish-yellow, tarsi 
brown or blackish-brown, hind pair with golden-brown pubescence 
below; femora with pale hair, hind tibiae with minute black 
pubescence on outer side. Wings clear, subcostal cell pale yellow; 
hulteres yellowish-white. 

Length, 10 mm. 

Described from one $ from Sadiya, Assam, 28. xi. 1911 
(Kemp). 

In the Indian Museum. The unique type is now considerably 
stained, the abdominal markings being indistinguishable. 

64. Syrphus orsua, Walk, 

Syrphus orsua, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 231 (1852). 

The type was headless when described and is now in very 
indifferent condition. A probably conspecific $ from Sumatra in 
the British Museum is in equally bad condition. 

Head : frons broad at vertex, rapidly widening downwards, 
aeneous-black, with moderately dense black pubescence ; eyes with 
rather dense dark brown pubescence. Airteunae dull black. Face 
distinctly prominent, apparently dull yellowish-brown, with dark 
pubescence and a distinct, broad black median stripe; cheeks 
apparently dark brown, with a blackish stripe between them and 
the face. Post-ocular pubescence yellowish. Thorax aeneous 
with a blackish tinge, a barely tawny tinge towards sides, on 
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which parts there is some yellowish pubescence; scutellum dull 
brownish-yellow, with rather long and fine black hairs. Abdomen 
black; a pair of well-separated, narrow, transverse yellow spots 
before middle of 2nd segment, slightly widening towards sides; 
3rd and 4th segments with a transverse, moderately narrow 
yellowish stripe (rather arcuate in front) on each, the centre of 
each stripe just touchiug hind margin of segment in front, but 
the ends not reaching side margins. Hind margins of 4th and 
5th segments narrowly yellowish, anterior corners of 5th rather 
broadly so. Abdominal pubescence yellowish; venter yellowish, 
with broad, transverse obscure bands towards hiud margins of 
segments. Legs : anterior pairs (type) mainly yellowish, with 
about basal third dark; hind legs considerably more brownish; 
the latter in the Sumatran specimen practically all black, except 
very narrowly brown about the knees and metatarsi. Wings clear, 
stigma moderately dark brownish-yellow; halteres brownish- 
orange. 

Lengthy (Sumatran specimen) 10 mm. The type must have been 
about the same. It is labelled “ India,” and is from the Saunders 
collection. The second specimen is from Mt. Dempo, Sumatra, 
7000-10,400 ft., 1. v. 1881 (Forbes). 

Type in British Museum. 

65. Syrphus quinquevittatus, sp. nov. (PI. II, fig. 16.) 

<$ $ Head\ eyes bare. In <3 , frons rather prominent, vellowish- 
dusted, with rather long and moderately dense black hairs; face 
almost translucent, with a pale yellowish tinge and whitish dust; 
moderately prominent with a conspicuous central, shining black 
bump, the colour extending to mouth-opening. Antennae black, 
basal joints blackish-brown, with a transverse shining black callus 
on frons immediately above. Occiput grey; postocular fringe 
white, more yellowish behind vertex. In $, vertex broadly 
shining black, the colour continued down centre of frons to the 
shining black antennal prominence; rest of frons with yellowish- 
grey dust, whole surface from vertex to antennae with rather 
dense black pubescence; space between antennae orange, latter 
wholly black; face yellowish with yellowish-grey dust and pale 
yellow' soft pubescence; central bump large, shining black, bare, 
the colour extended upwards slightly; mouth-border at upper 
edge black, remainder, with cheeks, orange; occiput grey, lower 
part broadly orange; marginal fringe yellowish-grey, yellow' 
behind vertex. Thorax aeneous, with a bronze tint in certain 
lights; five obvious, though not conspicuous, bronze stripes from 
anterior margin nearly to scutellum, the outermost ones on 
extreme edge of dorsum. Pleurae ash-grey; humeri yellowish- 
grey ; hind corners of dorsum yellowish ; scutellum brownish - 
yellow, translucent. Pubescence of dorsum yellowish; of humeri, 
side margins and hind corners bright yellow; of pleura, pale 
yellow', but bright yellow round wing-base; of scutellum, black. 
Abdomen bright yellow', 1st segment aeneous, 2nd, 3rd and 4th 

G 
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with narrow (<$ ) or broad ( $ ) black hind margins, each suc¬ 
cessively wider, those on 3rd and 4th segments in $ reaching to 
middle of segments, a narrow indefinite median black line 
on 2nd segment. Hind margins of 4th segment narrowly 
shining yellowish in <3 , more broadly aeneous in $ ; 5th segment 
.all shining black. Pubescence bright yellow on 2nd segment 
towards sides, shorter and paler in middle of segment; whitish 
on yellow parts of rest of abdomen, black on black parts. On 
side margins of abdomen, pubescence all yellowish except for 
some black hairs where the black bands occur. Venter blackish, 
with a little short pale hair. Legs orange; apical half of hind 
femora, and remainder of hind legs black; anterior tarsi brownish 
towards tips; pubescence following ground-colour. Wings quite 
clear; stigma brownish-yellow; lialteres brownish-orange; 
squamae yellowish with long, soft bright yellow fringe. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from a single <5 in the Indian Museum, from 
Kalimpong, Darjiling District, 600-4500 ft., 24. iv.-lO. v. 1915 
{Gravely), and a single $ from the Pusa collection, Shillong, 
5000 ft., 17 ix. {Fletcher). 

Type (3 in Indian Museum, $ sent to British Museum by 
Mr. T. B. Fletcher. 

66. Syrphus balteatus, De Geer . (PI. I, figs. 19, 20.) 

Mtisca balteata, De Geer, M6m. Insectes, vi, p. 116 (1776). 

Musca canabina , Scopoli, Ent. Carn.p. 344 (1763). 

Musca scitulus, Harris, Expos. Engl. Ins. p. 105, pi. xxxii, fig. 33 
and ( scitule), p. Ill, pi. xxxiii, fig. 55 (1776). 

Musca atyematus , Schrank, Enum. Ins. p. 448 (1781). 

Musca nectareus , Fabricius, Mant. Ins. ii, p. 341 (1787). 

Syrphus balteatus, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 297 (1908). 

Syrphus viridaureus , Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 35 (1824). 

Syrphus nectarinus, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 128 (1830). 

Syrphus alternans , Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 89 (1842). 

Syrphus triligatus , Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. i, p. 19 (1856). 

S $ Head : eyes bare, contiguous in <3 for a short distance; 
vertical triangle in <3 more or less greyish-black with black hairs ; 
frontal triangle yellow-dusted with yellow hairs. Face in (3 
orange, with grey dust and pale pubescence, or with pale 
yellowish tomentum and concolorous pubescence; central bump 
yellow, bare ; cheeks sometimes blackish near lower corners of 
eyes. Frons in $ rapidly broadening from vertex to base 
of antennae, twice as wide below as at vertex, aeneous or greyish- 
yellow, covered with palp yellow dust and a little whitish 
pubescence on lower part; generally with an indistinct dark 
middle line; ocellar triangle blackish. Antennal prominence 
duller yellow, translucent, bare shining, with a small black dot 
above base of each antenna. Thorax shining aeneous yvith two 
greyish stripes pn fore part, and an indefinite, very narrow 
median one; pubescence yellow, erect, fairly abundant, not 
conspicuous; humeral region, mesopleura and front part of 
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sternopleura with yellowish-grey tomentum; rest of pleur® 
■®neous-black, with yellowish dust and whitish pubescence; or 
the whole pleur® may be yellow-dusted and with yellow pubes¬ 
cence. Scutellum translucent yellowish, base often slightly 
darker, with yellow pubescence on basal half, black long hairs 
towards and on margin, and a drooping fringe of yellowish-white 
hairs below extreme hind margin. Abdomen almost linear, slightly 
broader about the end of the 2nd segment; wholly orange, varying 
a little in shade, an indistinct blackish median spot on 1st seg¬ 
ment united to a black stripe on hind margin; this does not reach 
the sides, but is continued on 2nd segment as a transverse basal 
band joined by a median stripe of varying width to a broad black 
band on hind margin, this latter band uniformly wide and reach¬ 
ing sides ; 3rd segment with a narrow transverse line of uniform 
width (in Indian specimens), or narrowed to a point on each side 
aud also interrupted in the middle (in European specimens), 
seldom reaching sides; hind margin with a black band as on 
,2ud segment; 4th segmeut similarly marked except that the hind 
marginal band leaves the extreme margin pale, and is slightly 
•convex anteriorly or straight in some coses and practically or 
actually terminal; 5th segment orange with an indistinct small 
black spot above the middle. Pubescence following ground¬ 
colour, a few black tiny bristly hairs down middle of, and on 
orange part of, 4th segment. Venter pale yellowish, a black 
moderately wide band before the hind border on 2nd and 3rd 
segments. Genitalia orange and black. In the $ the abdominal 
black marks are rather more extensive. Legs rather long, slender, 
orange; cox® and trochanters blackish, hind tarsi slightly dark¬ 
ened. Pubescence moderate, yellow; some blackish hairs behind 
middle femora beyond the middle, and on front side of hind 
femora near tip; some tiny bristles about tip of middle femora, 
and in front of and about tip of, hind femora, also about top and 
front of hind tibi®. Basal joint of hind tarsi long. Wings 
nearly clear, subcostal cell and stigma very pale brownish-yellow; 
3rd vein sinuate, straight; halteres orange. 

Length , 8 to 11 mm.; dwarf specimens are by no means rare. 

The above is partly based on Verrall’s description of British, 
or at least European, specimens, and is partly from Indian 
examples. The abdomen is described as orange with black marks 
instead of vice versd because it seems more natural. The chief 
difference in Oriental specimens, especially Indian ones, is that 
the narrow transverse lines on the 3rd and 4th segments are of 
more.uniform width, more nearly attain the side margins, and are 
hardly ever interrupted in the middle, though they are sometimes 
bent just a little forward in their centres. Specimens from 
Shanghai and Hankow, China, more nearly approach the European 
form; and it is not at all uncommon to had Indian specimens 
with the two narrow trausverse bands altogether wanting or 
practically so. De Afeijere gives some interesting notes on the 
typical form and the two varieties, nectarinus and altemans. 

g2 
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"Walker’s S. triligatus , of which the type (a d ) is still in very 
fair condition, varies only in the abdominal bands being rather 
broader and very black. The hind legs are missing. 

S. balteatus is distinctly variable; in the variety nectarinus the 
face and frons are whitish, the facial stripe bluisb-black. The $ , 
even of the common Indian form, is sometimes tinged with bluish. 
The various exceedingly closely allied species from China, Borneo 
and Java (referred to by Yerrall, but of which he only specifically 
mentions nectarinus , Wied.) are probably synonymous; I have 
generally adopted the principle that anything that looks like- 
balteatus , is balteatus: It is not unusual for specimens to have a 
greyish-aBneous space in front of the scutellum concolorous with 
and united to the gre} r dorsal stripes; viewed from behind this 
space is sometimes as large as the scutellum. Specimens with the 
narrow transverse abdominal bands distinctly reaching the side 
margins are common (sometimes one band does so and the other 
is shortened); and in one such $ from Peshawur (19. iii. 1913, 
Howlett) they are two-thirds as wide as the broad bands, the 
5th segment having a large triangular spot attaining the front 
margin and the two hind corners, whilst the side margins of the 
abdomen are almost continuously black. A headless specimen 
from Pusa, 29. viii. 1912, has the three broad transverse abdominal 
bands distinct, but only a mere trace of the foreshortened narrow 
ones, the median stripe on the 2nd segment and the spot on the 
6th both being absent. 

This species is extremely common throughout the whole of the 
East in both hills and plains during the greater part of the warm 
weather. Its range includes all Europe, Madeira, Canaries. 
N. Africa, and Asia to Japan. 

67. Syrphus cinctellus, Zett. (PI. I, fig. 21.) 

Sceeva cinctella, Zetterstedt, Dipt. Scand. ii, p. 742 (1843). 

Syrphus cinctellus, Verrall, Brit. Flies, Syrph. p. 392 (1901). 

< S $. Head in 6 with eyes closely contiguous for a consider¬ 
able distance; vertical triangle rather elongate, dark yellowish- 
grey with ruby-red ocelli and long black pubescence; frons and 
face shining chrome-yellow 7 , former with a large semicircular black 
spot above antennae and black pubescence ; latter w ith fine pale 
yellow pubescence: facial bump shining, bare, brow'nish-yellow ; 
mouth-border rather orange; proboscis black. Antennae black, 
1st and 2nd joints on lower side and 3rd on basal half below, 
brownish-orange. Occiput yellowish-grey, marginal fringe bright 
yellow 7 , some black hairs intermixed behind vertex. In , vertical 
space shining brassy-aeneous, sometimes with a broad blackish 
stripe thence to the black spot above antenme (in one specimen 
this stripe is reduced to the narrow'est suspicion of a median 
line). Thorax brilliantly shining reneous, often with a brassy 
tinge ; anterior corners tow-ards sides, mesopleurae, upper part of 
sternopleurae and adjacent regions yellow -dusted; rest of 
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pleurae and under side aeneous-grey ; scutelluin brownish-yellow. 
Pubescence of dorsum and pleurae yellow; of scutellum long and 
wholly black, except the dependent fringe from below hind margin. 
Abdomen conspicuously narrow, black aud yellow to about an 
equal extent; ground-colour black; 1st segment shining yellow- 
aeneous ; 2nd with a pair of large yellow spots on side margins, 
clear of anterior and hind margins, more or less oblong, generally 
rather closer together behind than in front, sometimes more oval 
or roughly triangular; 3rd segment with a very broad yellow 
band from side to side, slightly emarginate in middle behind, 
leaving anterior margin of segment narrowly, and hind margin 
broadly, black ; 4th segment similar, but with distinct orange 
hind margin ; 5th segment orange with an indefinite, more or 
less triangular, blackish spot in middle. Pubescence of 2nd 
segment and side margins of abdomen long and yellow, but shorter 
and black for a short space on black parts of side margins: 
pubescence of black part of 2nd segment and of all dorsum after 
that quite short and black. Venter yellowish with long yellow 
pubescence, and blackish cross-bands more or less corresponding 
to the black colour on upper side. Legs : anterior femora all 
orange; hind femora with basal third orange and tips obscurely 
pale; hind tibiae and tarsi black; under side of hind metatarsi 
orange, with bright yellow pubescence. All the obvious pubes¬ 
cence of legs yellow, sparse though long on under side of hind 
femora. Wings vellowish-grey ; stigma yellowish ; halteres and 
squamae orange. 

Length , 9 mm. 

Described from a short series iu my collection in perfect con¬ 
dition taken by myself at Darjiling on various dates from 15. v. 
to 8. vi. 1917; Darjiling, 12. vi. 1914 (Gravely)', Thaumaspur, 
Nepal, 18-20. ii. 1908 ; Simla, ix. 1908 (Nurse j. Widely spread 
in Europe. 

68. Syrphus coroll®, Fair. 

Scava corolla, Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 306 (1794). 

Syrphus corolla , Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 304 (1822); Schiner, 
Fauna Austr. i, p. 306 (18G2j; Verrall, Brit. Flies, viii, p. 381 
(1901). 

3 $ Head in 3 with eyes contiguous for a short space; vertex 
black in front with black pubescence, on upper part narrowly 
yellowish-grey with yellow pubescence; frons and face bright 
shining chrome-yellow, former with black hairs extending down¬ 
wards to each side of antenn®, below which the face bears fine 
pale yellow hairs ; cheeks and mouth-border black ; an indefinite 
black line from the latter to central bump or just above it. 
Antenn® black, under side more or less reddish-brown, arista 
black. Occiput yellowish-grey, marginal fringe bright yellow. 
In 2 > upper half of ffoils shining black, the colour dying away 
indefinitely, the space above base of antenn® more orange than 
in 3 and with a pair of obliquely placed blackish lunules just 
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above. Thorax aeneous, pleurae moderately dark yellowish or 
aeneous-grey, shining ; scutellum brownish-yellow, all with dense 
brownish-yellow pubescence; rather paler on pleurae. Abdomen 
black ; 1st segment shining aeneous; a pair of rather large, oval, 
well separated yellow spots across centre of 2nd segment, dis¬ 
tinctly passing over side margins near upper corners; 3rd and 
4th segments each with a pair of large, oval or oblong spots with 
rounded corners filling most of the surface, passing at their upper 
corners more or less broadly, but always distinctly, over side 
margins; the spots often joined in median line in $ narrowly or 
broadly ; never so joined in $ . These spots lie more broadly on 
anterior margin of 4th segment than on 3rd, being m some indi¬ 
viduals just clear of margin on 3rd segment; when this is the 
case they are generally more broadly united on 4th than on 3rd 
segment, as in some individuals they may form a pair of spots on 
3rd segment whilst united as a distinct band on 4th. Hind 
margin of 4th segment orange ; 5th segment orange, indistinctly 
darkened in middle. Genitalia large, shining black above, orange 
below. Pubescence of abdomen following ground-colour; pale on 
1st segment and anterior corners of 2nd ; black on side margins 
from hind part of 2nd segment to tip; pale yellow on genitalia. 
Venter yellowish with indistinct black markings, pubescence pale. 
Legs orange; basal half of\anterior, and two-thirds of hind, 
femora, black; hind tibiae indistinctly darker on outer side; tarsi 
brownish or blackish, paler basally; pubescence mainly pale 
yellow, some short black pubescence behind femora and (in addi¬ 
tion) below hind pair and on hind tibiae. Wings practically clear; 
stigma yellowish ; halteres orange. 

Length , 7-7g mm. 

Described from five 6 6 in good condition in mv collection, 
taken by me at Darjiling, 6900 ft., 2. vi.-lo. v. 1917, also a <$ and 
two $ $ in Indian Museum from Shanghai, i. v. 1906 ( Brunetti ). 
There seems no doubt of the identity of this common European 
species, the Oriental examples agreeing practically throughout 
with Verrall’s description. Its range includes all Europe, Madeira 
and Canaries, N. Africa, Asia to Japan, and perhaps N. America. 

69. Syrphus luniger, Meig. 

Syrphus luniger, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 300 (1822) ; Verrall, 
Brit. Flies, Syrph. p. 385, fig. 298. 

c3 J Head : face and frons orange-yellow, a blackish stripe on 
lower half of former, cheeks blackish ; often a small black spot 
above each antenna. Antennas brownish-black, under side more 
or less reddish-orange ; arista yellowish. Vertex shining black, 
with blackish pubescence. Pubescence of frons black, extending 
at sides to below antennae. Occiput rather prominent, whitish- 
grey, with whitish pubescence. Frons in £ glittering blue-black 
on upper third, with large side dust-spots filling most of remainder 
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except a small shining lunule below middle of frons ; a small dark 
spot above each antenna. Pubesceoce of frons black, absent 
above antenuse; that of occiput pale yellow, conspicuous. Thorax 
shining feneous, slightly tawny at sides, with pubescence yellow, 
longer and darker at sides and on pleurae; scutellum brownish- 
orange, pubescence black on disc, pale at base and tip. Abdomen 
dull black, shining at base and tip, and also on the rather flattened 
margin, and on the hind margin of 3rd segment. Three pairs of 
large well separated orange spots or lunules, hind margins of 4th 
and 5th segments orange. Basal spots not luuulate, somewhat 
oval, slightly curved, inner ends bluntly pointed, outer ends 
narrowed, not quite reaching side margins ; 2nd pair of spots 
larger and luuulate, their inner eods rather nearer the front 
margin than their outer ends, always clear of side margins ; 3rd 
pair similar, slightly smaller and less lunulate; hind margin of 
4th segment rather broadly orange; 5th segment mainly, some¬ 
times almost wholly orange; margin of abdomen normally black 
except at tip. Pubescence mainly following ground-colour. 
Genitalia inconspicuous, black and partly orange, dusted. In $ , 
spots smaller, 3rd pair more lunulate, disc of 5th segment mainly 
black; venter orange, a black spot in middle of each segment. 
Legs mainly orange; anterior femora blackish on about basal 
third, hind pair on basal two-thirds; slight traces of an obscure 
ring on the tibiae; tarsi blackish, except at base. Pubescence 
moderate, mostly black ; pale hairs intermixed behind anterior 
femora, and pale tiny bristles on inner side of hind tibiae near tip. 
Wings nearly clear; subcostal cell and stigma pale brown; hal- 
teres and squamae yellow or orange. 

Length, about 11 mm. 

The above description is abridged from that of Verrall, as the 
only Indian specimen that I can refer undoubtedly to the species 
is a 3 from Simla, 7000 ft., 12-13. v. 1913 ( Annandale ). The 3 
from Theog, Simla Hills, 27. iv. 1907 ( Annandale ), on which I 
wrongly introduced the species to the Indian Fauna, is Lasiop>ticus 
seleniticas, Meig. S. luniger is common in many parts of Europe, 
.and is recorded from the Canaries. 


70, Syrphus latifasciatus, Ma:q. (PI. II, tig. 19.) 

Sytphus latifasciatus , ^Jacquart, Rec. Soc. Srj. Lille, p 242 (184s); 
id., Hist. Nat. Dipt, i, p. oil (1834); Yerrall, Brit. Hies, viii, 
p. 371, fig. 292(1901). 

Syrphus aflinis, Loew, Prog. Posen etc., p. 3o (1840); Palma, Ann. 

Accad. Aspir. Xatur. Napoli, (3) iii, p. ol, pi. vi, fig. 5 (1863). 
Stp'phm e.vcisus vnr., Srhiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 311 (1862). 

Syrphus favicrjys, Bondani, Dipt. ltal. Piod. ii. p. 133 (1S67). 

S> ava abhreriatm, Zetterstedt, viii, p. 3136 (1849). 

3 £ Head : frons in 3 yellow with long black pubescence; 
vertical triangle aeneous-black, black-haired with some yellow 



83 


SYBPJEHDJE. 


hairs on hinder part; face yellow, no median stripe but central 
bump sometimes a little darker; face with black pubescence; 
cheeks blackish-grey. Antennae wholly reddish-brown, a little 
paler below, sometimes nearly all blackish, arista dark. Occiput 
grey, marginal fringe yellowish, paler below and deeper behind 
vertex ; no long black hairs behind vertex. In 2 , frons gradually 
widening to level of antennae, where it is distinctly more than 
one-third of the head; face gradually narrowing downwards; 
frons shining black with violet reflections and very dense short 
black pubescence ; rest of frons and whole of face bright chrome- 
yellow, former with a little black pubescence but bare just above 
antennae; face with almost invisible pale pubescence. Thorax 
shining aeneous-black, side margins distinctly yellowish (at least 
in the $ before me); pleurae aeneous with yellowish tinge; under¬ 
side aeneous; scutellum bright yellow. Pubescence of whole 
thorax dense, bright yellow. Abdomen shining black ; 1st seg¬ 
ment, and hind margin of all segments broadly, with distinct 
though not strikingly conspicuous bluish tinge; 2ud segment with 
a pair of approximately triangular or oval, moderately large, 
distinct but not widely separated, yellow spots, placed slightly 
obliquely, their upper ends passing widely over the side margins 
near the anterior corners of the segments ; 3rd and 4th segments 
each with a broad orange-yellow band just behind anterior margin, 
very slightly emarginate in front and deeply so behind, the band 
suddenly narrowed towards side margins where it passes narrowly 
over anterior corners of segment; hind margin of 4th segment 
narrowly orange; 5th segment orange with a rather small, more 
or less oval, blackish spot in centre; 6th segment entirely orange. 
Pubescence bright yellow on yellow spots of 2nd segment, very 
short and inconspicuous on rest of dorsum, pale yellow on the 
orange bands, practically all black elsewhere and along side 
margins except at base. Venter mainly blackish, yellowish 
towards margins; genitalia small. Legs orange-yellow. Fore 
femora in <$ on basal t , in $ on less than ±; middle pair in d on 
basal f, in $ very narrowly; hind pair on basal f in <3 and not 
at all in 2 > black. Anterior tarsi practically bare, darker ; hind 
tarsi brown above. Pubescence in mainly black behind 
anterior femora, with some pale hairs at base on middle pair ; 
hind pair nearly bare ; in $ practical!}’ all yellow, some stiff 
black hairs behind middle and hind femora; rest of pubescence 
in both sexes mainly pale, but black on hind tibiae and tarsi. 
Wings pale grey; stigma pale yellowish ; halteres orange ; squamae 
yellowish-white. 

Length , 9-9£ mm, 

Described mainly from a 5 in good condition from Simla, 
8000 ft., 26. v. 1914 ( Capt . Kvans)\ the description of the 
being incorporated from Verrall. There is no doubt whatever of 
the identity. The species has several varietal forms in Europe, 
and extends to North America. 
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71. Syrphus fulvifacies, Brun. 

Syrphus fulvifacies , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mas. viii, p. 161 (1913). 

<5 2 • Head ( $ ): eyes bare; frons twice as wide at level of 
antennas (where it forms one-third of the head) as at vertex; all 
dull black, but with a brassy tinge for a short space below the 
black vertical triangle and above the antennal prominence; 
black hairs from vertex to antennae; face wholly, from base of 
antennas to lower margin, bright golden-orange, rather deeper on 
central knob, which is of moderate size ; mouth black, but mouth- 
border yellow with a small black spot at extreme tip of snout; 
proboscis dark brown; face with a little short black pubescence 
on sides of prominence, the remaining surface with very soft pale 
yellow pubescence; antennas dull black, basal two-thirds of under 
side of 3rd joint dull reddish-brown, arista black ; occiput grey 
with a complete marginal fringe of uniformly-sized, bright yellow, 
scale-like hairs*. Thorax dull blackish, with soft pale brownish- 
yellow hairs, so fine and sparsely placed that the dorsum appears 
almost bare except towards and on the lateral margins, where it 
is bright golden-yellow aud much thicker in texture and quantity. 
Pleurae and wing-bases covered with similar hair ; sides of thorax 
cinereous-grey ; sciitellum yellow, with rather copious long black 
pubescence. Abdomen ovate, black ; a pair of elongate yellow 
spots in centre of lateral margins of 2nd segment, their inner 
euds rounded but well separated from one another; a yellowish 
band in middle of 3rd and 4th segments, only their anterior 
corners reaching side margins; these bands are emarginate in 
middle, more conspicuously so behind ; both are of uniform width 
with the spots on the 2nd segment. Extreme posterior margin of 
5th segment yellow Pubescence of abdomen black, even on the 
yellow parts, but there is the usual amount of hair about the 
anterior corners, where it is bright yellow. Venter blackish, the 
yellow bands present about the same appearance as on the dorsum. 
Leys : coxae, nearly all the basal half of anterior femora, all hind 
femora except tips, and rest of hind legs wholly, except basal third 
of their tibiae, black ; remainder of legs yellow, tips of, anterior 
tarsal joints with a row of black bristles, giving a darkened 
appearance to these parts ; anterior tarsi with short black bristly 
hairs below. Hind tibiae with golden-yellow pubescence on inner 
side; hind tarsi with similar pubescence below. Wings clear, 
subcostal cell brownish-yellow ; halteres yellow. 

Length , 9 mm. 

Described from a single 2 ( ,n the Indian Museum), Itotung, 
26. ix. 1918. One cf , Kashmir, 8000-9000 ft., vi. 1901 (Nurse). 

This species is remarkably like the very common Palaearctic 
&. ribesii , L., and may possibly be a variety of it, unless the limits 

* In , vertical triangle as long as distance of contiguity of eyes ; blackish, 
with yellow dust and pubescence frons aud face j-ellow-dusted, former with 
black hairs and with a shining black semicircular space above base of antennae. 
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of that species are truly known. If so, it differs from ribesii by 
the hind femora being principally black. In this respect it 
resembles vitripennis, Meig., if this latter is really distinct. 
Yerrall states of vitripennis , in comparing that species with his 
wonderfully correct description of S. ribesii , that its best specific 
distinction from the latter is “ the scarcity of the tiny black 
bristles about the tip of the hind femora in both sexes.” In ribesii 
these bristles are wholly yellow on all the femora except the 
middle pair (where they are black); in vitripennis they are all 
black and scarce. In the present form they are black and uumerous. 
The hind tibiae are all black except about the basal third, whereas 
in ribesii there is at most an obscure dark patch on the front side, 
and m vitripennis the tibiae are wholly yellow. The present form 
is as distinct from both ribesii and vitripennis as these two are 
from one another, but it is still open to question whether the 
three forms are not merely three well-marked varieties of one 
species. There are so-called “ species” in North America so near 
ribesii that further confirmation of their distinctness would be very 
satisfactory. 

72. Syrphus sequalis, Walk. 

Xi/lota ceqnalis, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 226 (1852). 

Si/rphus distinctus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 211, pi. xiii, fig. 7, 
abdomen (1915). 

(S Head : frons, face and under side of head covered with pale 
orange-yellow tomentum, this being more dusky towards the 
frons ; a broad median blackish stripe ; frons with black hairs ; 
vertex blackish with black hairs. Antenna) and arista wholly 
black. Back of head dark grey with short yellow hairs, some 
black ones behind the vertex. Thorax : blackish on dorsum, 
yellowish-grey at sides, mainly covered with brownish-yellow 
pubescence. Scutellum orange-yellow, with black hairs in the 
middle and yellowish-white ones on anterior aud posterior margins 
and below the latter. Abdomen: blackish, 1st segment yellowish, 
hind margins of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments pinkish-grey, with 
a rather narrow cross-band of the same colour across the middle 
of each, the first band narrowly interrupted; that of the 4th 
segment lying just below thp middle. Dorsum of abdomen with 
rather thickly placed black hairs except on the 2nd segment, on 
the pale band on the 3rd and at the sides of the whole abdomen, 
where the pubescence is whitish-vellow. Venter' blackish, 
yellowish at base and along the hind borders of the segments, 
covered with yellow or black pubescence according to the colour 
of the surface. Le</s : anterior pairs principally orange-yellow ; 
anterior .femora black on about the basal half; hind legs principally 
black, knees broadly brownish-yellow as are the last, four tarsal 
joints. Anterior femora with some moderately long yellowish or 
brownish-vellow hairs on under side, with black hairs intermixed 
towards tips of fore pair and generally on under side of middle 
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pair. Conspicuous thick but short black hairs on hind femora, 
longest oil under side, aud on front and hind sides of hind tibiae. 
Wings yellowish-grey, stigma brown; squamae yellowish-brown 
with fringe of the same colour. 

Length , 14-15 mm. 

The above redescription is from three perfect <5 c? in the Indian 
Museum from Tolpani, Garhwal District, W Himalayas, 9500 ft., 
23. iv.-13. v. 1914; Simla, x. 1911 ( Hoiulett ). The type in the 
British Museum agrees perfectly. 

This is the most striking of the Oriental species known to me, 
the very conspicuous, dense black hair on the bind femora and 
tibiae being quite unknown in any other. The pinkish and 
grey bands of the abdomen are also very characteristic. The 
species bears a close general resemblance to $. griseocinctus , but 
this latter is immediately recognised by the pubescent eyes and 
by the absence of the black hair on the hind legs. 

73. Syrphus maculipleura, Bnm. 

Syrphus maculipleura, Brimetti, llec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 162 (1913). 

2 . Head : frons at base of antenna one-third of head, 
diminishing to half this width on vertex, where it is shining 
with a dark violet, aeneous tinge; remainder of frons shining 
aeneous-black, except for a narrow pale yellow eye-margin which 
joins the pale yellow face, on which is a broad shining black 
middle stripe from the base of the antennae to the mouth; 
the small space between the roots of the antennae yellow. 
Antennte with 1st and 2nd joints brown, 3rd with upper half 
black and lower part dull reddish-brown. Erons with fine black 
hairs, face with sparse short fine yellow hairs. Proboscis black 
with yellow labella. Hinder orbit of eyes with whitish-yellow 
scaly hairs, back of head blackish-grey. In profile the head 
does not extend downwards below the level of the eyes. Thorax i 
bright shining aeneous with a bronze tint, with short black or 
blackish-brown hairs ; side margins of dorsum rather narrowly 
yellow. Scutellum with dull black (almost velvet-black) dorsum, 
the colour becoming dark brown on the hind margin; the 
extreme base is narrowly pale yellow; the surface covered with 
black hairs. Sides of thorax dull aeneous or aeneous-grey, with 
a small quantity of yellowish or yellowish-grey hair. A small 
oblong, pale yellow, inconspicuous, callus-like spot on each 
shoulder; a small similar spot on prothorax on each side just 
above the first pair of coxae. Three elongate, similarly coloured, 
small spots placed in a curved line below and behind the wings, 
the lowest spot situated on the sternopleura. Abdomen elongate, 
of uniform width, about as long as head and thorax together, 
black ; 1st segment yellow except a little blackish in the midtile 
at the base; 2nd segment with a pair of elongate yellowish 
spots across the middle, their outer ends touching the lateral 
edges of the segment, their inner ends well separated; 3rd and 



92 


SYItPHIDiE. 


4th segments each with a slightly arcuate yellowish band, 
emarginate in middle on hinder side, placed just before middle of 
segment, and almost attaining lateral margins (or if reaching them 
in individual examples, the contact is practically only at a point). 
The 5th segment with two oval yellow spots diagonally from 
anterior border to each hind corner. Whole abdomen with fine 
short black hairs, sides also with black hairs ; very little pale hair 
about anterior corners of the abdomen. Venter mainly yellowish ; 
the black parts of the dorsum more or less duplicated below. 
Leys: anterior pairs pale yellow; an infuscated streak on upper 
side of fore femora and on outer side of fore tibiae; middle femora' 
and tibiae similar, but the obscure mark on the tibiae forms more 
nearly a median band. Fore rarsi all rich brown, middle tarsi 
black. Hind legs all black, except base of femora a little yellowish; 
rich golden-brown pubescence below hind tarsi. Pubescence of 
legs weak, pale yellow on anterior legs and black on hind pair. 
Wings: clear, iridescent; subcostal cell pale brownish-yellow; 
halteres yellow. 

Length, 6 mm. 

Described from one $ in the Indian Museum ; Rotung, N.E. 
Indian Frontier, 25. xii. 1911. 

This species might possibly be referred to Xanthogramma, as 
the side margins of the thoracic dorsum are distinctly though 
rather narrowly yellow. Yet the abdomen has not the flattened 
form characteristic of that genus nor is it at all raarginate. The 
distinct yellow spots on the pleurae are characteristic of Xantho¬ 
gramma, but the whole facies of the insect is that of Syrphus. 

74. Syrphus confrater, Wiea. (PI. II. fig. 17.) 

Syrphus confrater , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 120 (1830). 

Syrphus crannies,Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt. pt. 3, p. 231, J $ (1852). 

Syrphus mundus , id., op. cit. p. 230, <k (1852). 

Syrphus trilimbatus , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iv, p. 86 
(1884). 

<$ $ Head : in <$, eyes bare; front facets only micro¬ 
scopically a little larger than others ; vertical triangle dark grey 
with black hairs ; actual vertex very small, yellow-dusted, with 
yellow hairs; frons and face yellowish, former rather more 
orange with erect yellow hairs on upper part and black ones on 
remainder ; face more whitish below, wholly covered with whitish 
tomentum and pale yellowish hairs; central bump shining 
brownish-yellow, pubescent; lunular spot orange-brown. Antennae 
brownish-orange, darker on upper side ; arista dark brown, paler 
at base. Occiput with yellowish-grey tomentum and an entire 
fringe of hairs which are yellow behind vertex, the remainder 
whitish. In $, face below antennae one-third width of head, 
less than half this width at vertex; ocellar triangle dark, with a 
violet tinge ; frons with vellowish-grey tomentum and short fine 
black hairs. Dark brown lunular region more extensive than 
in J Thorax : dorsum steely-feneous (a little more brassy in 
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cJ), with dense bright yellow soft pubescence; sides similar 
but less shining and the pubescence more whitish; extreme 
side margins of dorsum from suture to wing-base a little tinged 
with shining yellowish. Scuteilum normally almost translucent 
yellowish, often with middle part more or less indefinitely darker; 
pubescence black, erect, fine and rather dense, but there is a 
narrow band of pale yellow hairs on the anterior margin and a 
fringe of yellow hairs pendent from below the hind margin. 
Metanotum steely-aeneous. Abdomen : 1st segment mainly 
blackish, narrowly yellow at sides ; rest of surface pale shining 
blackish. A pair of irregularly oval or sometimes almost diamond¬ 
shaped spots placed not quite in a straight line on 2nd .segment, 
their inner ends more or less narrowed but practically always 
meeting rather broadly, their outer ends much narrowed behind, 
not quite reaching anterior corners of segment; 3rd segment 
with a broad yellow band placed fractionally above exact centre 
of segment, filling more than one-third of it, curving slightly 
forward at sides and considerably narrowed on the actual side 
margins; a similar broad band on 4th segment just behind 
auterior margin, curving very slightly forwards towards side 
margins, which latter are just reached; 5th segment brownish- 
yellow with an indefinite blackish space in centre. Pubescence 
of abdomen mainly following ground-colour, but some of the 
black pubescence overruns the yellow parts. Venter pale yellow, 
with soft whitish pubescence. Legs all orange-yellow except the 
dirty dark brown cox®, also extreme base of anterior femora and 
2nd, 3rd and 4th joints of anterior tarsi, which are more or 
less brown; 5th tarsal joint orange. All femora sometimes 
narrowly black at extreme base. Hind femora often indefinitely 
brownish about the middle; hind tibiae generally with apieal half 
more or less brownish; the dark parts on both femora and’ 
tibiae bear microscopic stiff black hairs, which heighten the 
impression of dark coloration ; hind tarsi mainly dark brown. 
Wings clear; subcostal cell rather dark yellowish-brown; 
squamae pale yellowish-grey with yellow fringes; halteres pale 
yellow. In c ? * wing generally a little yellowish-brown about 
the middle and anterior margin, basally. 

Length , 8-11 mm. One tf, from the Khasi Hills, is 14 mm. 

Reported as feeding on Aphides on cotton, wheat, cabbages and 
chrysanthemums. Described from about thirty of both sexes 
mainly from Pusa, where it seems common from the end of 
January to about the end of March. Generally distributed : 
Patna District, Bengal, ii. 1906, on mustard , Ferozepore, iii. 1898, 
and Simla, viii. 1908 (both Nurse); Chapra, Bengal {Mackenzie); 
Jorhat, Assam, 26. xii. 1907 (“ C. 633, L.”); Dumpela to 
Cherrapunji, Khasi Hills; 26. iii. 1906. A series, mostly 2 2 • 
in British Museum from the Khasi Hills, lower ranges, 1878 
(Chennell), including a d 14 mm. long. This specimen may 
possibly belong to andther species, the differences being the more 
distinct, very broad black median band on the hind femora and 
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the brownish costal cell, though both characters are merely normal 
ones intensified. The size is unusual, though there is an inter¬ 
mediate-sized 2 about 12| mm. long in the British Museum 
from Coonoor, S. India. 

Wiedemann described the femora as black at the extreme base, 
but this seems the exception rather than the rule. Walker’s 
cranapes is synonymous, the synonymy having been kindly con¬ 
firmed for me (in litt.) by Mr. Edwards, though I have since 
examined the type, a 2 S. munchis, Walk., is, judging by 
the unique type 3 in the British Museum, from India, also 
synonymous. A comparison of Bigot’s type of trihmbatus (<$) 
proves this also to be identical. 

Three <5 in the British Museum apparently represent an 
undescribed' species with the general facies of confrciter , but 
differing in the important character of possessing distinctly 
pubescent eyes. The anterior femora have the basal tiurd or more 
black, the hind pair have the major portion blackish, with paler 
bases and tips, and the apical half of the hind tibiae are black or 
blackish. Taken in company with the 1 $ and several $ $ 
in the same collection recorded above from the Khasi Hills 
( Chennell). 

Type: the species was described by Wiedemann from 
Trentepohl’s collection, from New Guinea, and is also recorded 
from Sumatra and China. 


75. Syrphus assimilis, Afacq. 

Syrphus assimilis, Macquart, Dipt. Exot., Suppl. 1, p. 135 (184(5). 

“ d Near &. ribesii. Pace yellow, with whitish tomentum, 
central bump yellow. Front wholly black, with grey tomentum. 
Antennae with first two joints tawny (3rd missing). Scutellum 
yellow. Under side of thorax between fore and middle legs green. 
Abdomen with broad yellow complete bands on hind borders of 
segments, each slightly overlapping the following segment. 
Venter wholly yellow. Legs yellow, fore legs brown, including 
tarsi. Wings a little yellowish, mediastinal cell yellow ; venation 
as in ribesii. 

“ India. Bigot collection. Length 5% lines.” 


Genus XANTHOGRAMMA, Sch. 

Xanthogramma, Schiuer, Wien, Ent. SJonatschr. iv, p. 215 (18G0). 

Genotype, Syrphus ornatus, Meig., as JIusca pedissequua, Harr.; 
by W.illiston’s designation. 

Differing from Syrphus in the conspicuous yellow side lines to 
the thorax, and distinct yellow markings on the pleurae. Eyes 
quite bare. Abdomen relatively flat, about as broad as thorax, 
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and normally muck shorter than in its nearest ally Sphcerophoria ; 
also normally marginate. 

Range. Europe, North America. India. 

Life-history. The larvae are said to live in earth-heaps and in turf. 
Luudbeck (Dipt. Danica, v, |). 355 (1916)) doubts Brauer’s 
suggestion that they are found in ants’ nests. 

Xanthogramma and Sphcerophoria are clearly very closely related, 
and their separation rests mainly on comparatively arbitrary 
characters. 

In Kertesz’ Catalogue of Pal rear ctic Diptera, S. scutellaris * is 
referred to Xanthogramma , thougkyat/ana, Wied., is retained under 
Sphcerophoria . As a matter of fact, both scutellaris and javana 
are to some extent intermediate between the two genera. Xantho¬ 
gramma is characterised by a broad flat abdomen, as compared 
with the long narrow abdomen of Sphcerophoria. Schiner separated 
the two also bv the 5- or 6-segmented abdomen and inconspicuous 
cf genitalia in the former, as compared with the 7-segmented 
abdomen with prominent j genitalia in the latter. To these 
characters Verrall adds the marginate edge of the abdomen 
in Xanthogramma. When the principal European species of 
Xanthogramma ( citiofasciatum , ornatum and dives) are compared 
with the common European Sphcerophorice , their separation on the 
width of the abdomen is easy enough, but the two Oriental species 
in question break down the barrier between them. Scutellaris 
has a 5-segmented abdomen in the S with prominent genitalia, 
a 6-segmented abdomen in the $, the abdomen being moder¬ 
ately marginate in both sexes. In javana the abdomen 
occasionally is a little marginate, and is 5-segmented in both sexes 
(genitalia not prominent), but in one $ six segments can be 
distinctly seen. 

As regards facies, javana has much more the appearance of a 
Xanthogramma than has scutellaris, the yellow and black colours 
being very sharply defined. My Syrjrftus maculipleura may be a 
Xanthogramma , as noted under the description of the species. 

76. Xanthogramma citrinum, sp. uov. (PI. II, fig. 20.) 

c S ? Head : vertical triaQgle in S ver} r small, black with black 
hairs and ruby-red ocelli; eyes closely contiguous for a consider¬ 
able distance; upper and middle facets enlarged nearly as much 
as in Lasiopticus ; frons and face orange-yellow, a large trian¬ 
gular space above antennre more brownish-orange; frons with 
moderately thick short black pubescence ; face with very 
sparse pale yellow pubescence; mouth-border narrowly rather 
orange; proboscis black and orange. Antennre brownish-orange, 
upper side darker. Cheeks pale orange. Occipital margin 
yellowish-grey with yellow fringe and (in cf only) black short 

* Since writing tlie above I have learned of the genus Isckiodo/t, erected by 
Sack for this species : o below, p. 07. 



96 


SYJIPUIDJE. 


hairs behind vertex. In $, head deep chrome-yellow, vertex 
rather narrowly black, the colour carried very narrowly a little 
way down eye-margins ; pubescence of frons much less dense on 
upper part, that of face extremely fine, almost iuvisible. Thorax : 
dorsum moderately shining black, with (especially in the $ ) a 
deep blue reflection in certain lights ; in addition, centre of dorsum 
from anterior to hind margin narrowly dusted with greenish-grey, 
in which (in $ ) traces of a pair of narrow median brownish stripes 
can be seen in perfect specimens. Side margins broadly and 
conspicuously orange-yellow from humeri to scutellum. Sides of 
thorax black, with two squarish yellow spots immediately below 
the humeri, thus forming three subequaL spots in a vertical row; 
a large, oblong spot, placed vertically, on mesopleura, connecting 
the side marginal stripe of the dorsum with a horizontal one on 
the sternopleura, which latter spot is contiguous with two others 
(forming a slightly curved row of three), more or less oblong, the 
last one lying just behind and below the wing-base; all the spots 
very clear cut and bright orange-yellow. In $ they are consider¬ 
ably fused, mainly through the large size of the mesopleural spot, 
which extends to nearly all the others, so that the whole sides of 
the thorax are practically unicolorous, leaving only the lower 
surface of the thorax black. Pubescence of thorax brownish- 
yellow on dorsum, bright yellow or orange-yellow towards sides, 
paler yellow on pleurae; some stiff black hairs on hind corners of 
dorsum. Scutellum deep lemon-yellow, more or less translucent 
and often with centre darkened; pubescence wholly black, long 
and copious. Pubescence of dorsum of thorax in 5 blackish- 
brown. Abdomen moderately shining black, with a pair of well 
separated orange-yellow spots on 2nd segment, elongate, rather 
curved, the inner ends rounded, the outer ends passing their full 
width over side margins on anterior corners; 3rd and 4th segments 
with an unbroken yellow band on each, barely appreciably 
emarginate in middle on both front and hind sides ; each spot lying 
across centre of segment and passing its full width over side 
margins ; the second one of the bands placed a trifle nearer the 
front than the hind margin and very slightly widening on side 
margins; 5th segment mainly orange, but with a black triangle in 
middle of hind margin in tS , and with hind margin all black in $ . 
Pubescence of abdomen wholly black except at sides near the base, 
where it is long, copious and yellow. Venter yellowish, blackish 
towards tip. Genitalia in <3 dull orange with long black 
pubescence. Legs orange-yellow. Hind femora on apical half, 
hind tibiae and all tarsi, black ; under side of hind metatarsus with 
golden-yellow pubescence. Pubescence of legs mainly confined 
to a little soft, pale yellow hair behind and below the anterior 
femora and the basal half of hind pair; black hairs on black parts 
of hind legs. Wings pale yellowish-grey; stigma brownish-yellow; 
halteres orange. 

Length , 9-12 mm. 
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Described from two 3 3 and two $ $ in the Indian Museum 
and one 6 in the Pusa collection. Mangaldai, Assam-Bhutan 
Frontier, 26.xii. 1910, type 3 ( Kemp ); Ukhral, Manipur, 6400 ft., 
viii. 1908 ( Pettigrew ); Sadiya, Assam ; Ghumti, Darjiling District, 
4000ft., vii. 1911, type $ [Gravely); Sidapur, Coorg, S. India, 
8000 ft., 15. iii. 1917. An additional 3 from Janakmukh (Abor 
Expedition), 600 ft., 18. xii. 1911 (Kemp), in the Indian Museum, 
has a shining blackish-brown triangle over the antennae, a distinct, 
similarly coloured stripe on the face from the root of the antennae 
to the mouth, and the hind legs all blackish-brown. It may 
possibly represent a different species. 

Genus ISCHIODON, Sack. 

Ischiodon , Sack, Ent. Mitt, ii, p. 5 (1913). 

Genotype, Spheerophoria scutellaris , F ; as trochanterica, sp. nov. 

The principal character distinguishing this genus is the presence 
of an almost stick-like slender tooth on the under side of the hind 
trochanters. In all other respects the characters are those of 
Sphasrophoria. It is strange that this fact has not been noticed 
before, considering the wide distribution and abundance of the 
species. These processes are present in both sexes. But though 
the genus is a good one, Sack’s supposed new species is certainly 
synonymous with scutellaris. 

77 Ischiodon scutellaris, Fabr. 

Scava scutellaris , Fabricius, Syst. Anti. p. 252 (1805). 

Syrphus scutellaris , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 130 (1830). 

Sphterophoria scutellaris, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, p. 288, 3 2 
redescr. (1908): id., op. cit. 1 vii, p. 164 (1914); Brunetti, Kec. 
Ind. Mus. xi, p. 217 (1915). 

Syrphus agyptius , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 133 (1830). 

Syrphus coromandelensis, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 89 (1842). 

Syrphus lonyicornis , id., t. c. p 94, pi. xvi, tip - . 5 (1842). 

Syrphus fuscotibialis, id., t. c. p. 94, pi. xvi, tig. 4 (1842). 

Syrphus nasutus , id., t. c. p. 96, pi. xvi, tig. 6 (1842). 

Syrphus natalensis, id., op. cit. Suppl. i. p. 134 (1846). 

Sijrphus splendens, Doleschall, Nat. Tijd. Ned. Ind. x, p. 410, pi. i, 
fig. 3(1856). 

Si/rphus brachypterus , Thomson, Eugon. Ttesa, Dipt. p. 496 (1869). 

Syrphus en/thropi/yus, Bigot. Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iv, p. 511 
(1884,. 

Syrphuspfeifieri, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iv, p. 89 (1884). 

Metithreptus nova-yuincee, Kertesz, Term. Fiizet. xxii, p. 178, fig. 3 
(1899). 

Ischiodon trochanterica. Sack, Ent. Mitt. (Berl.) ii, p. 6 (1913). 

“ Syrphid fly ,” Ind. Ins. Life, pi. lxiv.; South Ind. ins., pi. xv. 

3 $ Head : in 3 , eyes contiguous for barely half the distance 
from irons to the black isosceles vertical triangle, which is blade 
with a little blackish pubescence ; only the most frontal facets are 
larger than the rest; frous and face bright sulphur-yellow, latter 

n 
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with parallel sides, smooth, shining, with a little pale, microscopic 
pubescence; face in profile showing only the slightest concavity 
above the central bump; proboscis black. Antennae from 
brownish-orange to yellow; upper side of first two joints blackish- 
brown ; 3rd joint twice as long as broad, more or less brownish on 
upper side and at tip ; arista bare, orange, tip black. Occiput 
black, side margins with whitish tomentum and pubescence; 
upper margins yellow with yellow pubescence. In 5, frons 
rather more than one-sixth of the head at vertex, widening 
gradually to level of eyes where it is twice as wide; a large square 
black spot on vertex from eye to eye; and a median, gradually 
widening, very shining, black stripe of varying width extending 
thence to two small shining black lunate calli, barely raised above 
level of frons, placed just above base of antennae. Thorax : dorsum 
shining aeneous-black from anterior to hind margin; side margins 
broadly bright yellow or yellowish-white from shoulder to behind 
wing-base, where the colour narrows and dies away. Pleurae 
shining black, with a large median yellowish-white callus from top 



Fig. 17 .—Ischiodon scutcllaris, Fabi\, $. 


to bottom of mesopleura, contiguous to a horizontal oval similar 
callus ou sternopleura, both spots bearing white pubescence. 
Scutellum yellowish, the centre often more or less brownish. 
Pubescence of thorax and scutellum greyish or pale yellow. 
Metanotum shining black. Abdomen moderately shining black. 
2nd segment with a large sulphur-yellow spot on each side, each 
spot narrowed and rounded on its inner end ; the spots vary a little 
in width, the median black line sometimes being very narrow or 
indefinite. 3rd and 4th segments with a broad yellow band on 
each, reaching sides, slightly arcuated and generally very slightly 
narrowed in middle, especially that on 4th segment; the bands 
are placed very near the anterior margin, leaving the base very 
narrowly black and the hind margin more broadly so, though 
occasionally the extreme hind margin may be pale. 5th segment 
black, orange towards sides, or sometimes the greater part orange. 
Abdomen with a little pale pubescence towards sides of 2nd 
segment, rest of side margins with just perceptible pale pubescence, 
that on remainder of dorsum microscopic. Venter mainly 
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yellowish. Leys yellow ; a moderately broad subapical black ring 
on bind femora, less distinct in $ ; an indefinite median brown 
ring on hind tibiae; tips of all tarsi blackish. Winys clear; 
squamae large, greyish-white, with yellowish margins and long 
white fringes ; halteres yellow. 

Lxnyth, about 8 mm. 

There is little doubt that coromandelensis, Macq., is synonymous ; 
the green thorax mentioned by that author is almost paralleled by 
the greenish an icons tinge which is not uncommon in individuals 
m this genus. Moreover, lie states that the 3rd antennal joint is 
elongate, which is one of the strongest characters of scuteiUiris. 
A comparison of Bigot’s type of Syrphus erythropyyus 3 proves 
this also to be couspecific The species is common in many parts 
of India and Assam practically all the year round, and is one of 
the most widely distributed Syrphids in the East. It is also 
common in Northern Africa and other parts of that continent. 
The species has been bred more than once from larvae predaceous 
on Aphidae on chrysanthemums and watermelons. 


Genus SPH2ER0PHCLRIA, St Fury, et Serv . 

Spharophoria, St. Fargeau et Serville, Encycl. Method, x, p. 513 
(1825); Rrunetti, ltec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 212, notes on Oriental 
species (1915). 

Mel it hrey t us, l.oew, Programm. Posen, p. 27 (1840), and Isis, viii, 
p. 577 (1840). 

Melitrophas , Walker, Ins. Brit, Dipt, iii, p. xxi (1856). 

Genotype, Musca scripta , L. ; by Boudani’s designation, 1844. 

Head as broad as or broader than thorax, much broader thau 
long, mainly yellow ; eyes bare, contiguous in 3 for a short 
distance, distinctly separated in $; face not prominent; antenuae 
rather short, with 3rd joint oval or somewhat elongate; arista 
short, bare. Thorax distinctly broadest behind the middle, 
blackish or aeneous, side margins and greater part of pleurae 
distinctly yellow. Scutellum semicircular, always yellow. 
Abdomen with five distinct segments in c? apart from the 
genitalia, and at least 6, often 7 or even 8, in $ ; twice as long as 
thorax or even longer, narrow, frequently linear, tip generally 
rather clubbed in 3 black, with yellow bands or spots. Genitalia 
large. Leys simple. Winys with practically the venation of 
Syrphus. 

Life-histoi'y. The larvae are aphidiphagous, several European 
species having been bred. 

It any e. Europe, North and South Asia, Orient, North Africa, 
Australia, North America and Greenland. 

A natural group, in which the species shew a remarkable 
tendency to form races ; in Europe, North America and India 
this is equally the case. Any change in the generic name 13 
resented by Verrall (Brit. Flies, Syrphidse, p 427) 
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3. Hiud femora more or less blackish on apical 
third; hind tibiae black or blackish on 
basal and apical thirds; rest of legs yellow. 

(Face with black median stripe in $, 

sometimes brown in $ ) . javana, Wied., p. 100. 

Legs wholly yellow except for apical darken¬ 
ing of tarsi in some forms. ... 2. 

2. Face with distinct black median stripe; 
thorax aeneous or greenish, without sign 

of greyish median stripes . ... viridcenea, Brun., p. 101. 

Face unstriped, thorax nearly always with 
two more or less distinct greyish median 

stripes on at least anterior portion Indiana , Big., p. 102. 

After reconsidering the forms of this genus of which Oriental 
specimens ate available, it has seemed advisable, in order to avoid 
unduly multiplying such “ forms,” to unite all except javcina and 
viridcenea under a single species. This latter may be a variety 
(with wide variation within its own limits) of the common scripta, 
L., of Europe; and as it corresponds with Bigot’s description of 
his Indiana, this name is adopted here. The only other species 
described from the East is Macquart’s benc/alensis, but as he 
definitely allies his species with menthastri, L. (“ toeniata, Meig.”), 
the preference is given to Bigot’s name. 

78. Spharophoria javana, Wied. 

Syrphus jnvanvs , Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 34 (1824); id., Auss. 
ZweiH. ii, p. 137 (1830). 

k'phcerophoria javana , de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 290, notes 
(1908) ; Brunetti, Rec. lnd. Mus. xi, p. 217 (1915). 

c? $ Head : eyes in rj contiguous for fully half the distance 
from vertex to frons ; front facets just perceptibly larger than the 
others; vertical triangle rather elongate, black, with black hairs ; 
frons and face shining yellowish, closeiy covered with bright yellow 
dust and very fine yellow, almost imperceptible, pubescence; 
central bump rather large, shining yellowish to aeneous, a little 
darker in centre. Upper side of small antennal prominence 
shining black. Antennae orange, 3rd joint as broad as long, upper 
side blackish; arista orange. Rest as in Ischiodon scutellaris. 
In $, Irons as in I. scutellaris ; vertex w ith violet or sometimes 
shining bronze reflections ; frontal stripe wider than in I. scutel¬ 
laris , with dark brown pubescence ; broader on low er part; face 
with a broad median black stripe. Thorax as in 1. scutellaris. 
►scutellum w ith black pubescence. Abdomen : 1st segment yellow ; 
2nd segment much as in I. scutellaris, but spots sometimes oblong 
with inner ends rounded, sometimes subtriangular, sometimes 
narrow and elongate, their inner ends almost touching. The 
yellow bands on 3rd and 4th segments are placed nearer the centre 
than in/, scutellaris and are generally rather narrower; 5th 
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segment black, with an indefinite arched pale baud, ol* mainly 
orange-yellow with an indefinite black mark about the base. 
Venter blackish, pale bands corresponding to those on dorsum 
more or less definite. Pubescence of dorsum black, except on 
spots and sides of 2nd segment, where it is yellow. Legs yellow 
with about apical third of hind femora, also basal and apical third 
of hind tibiae, blank. Pest as in I. scutellaris. 

Length , 7-8 mm. 

Apart from the absence of processes on the hind trochanters, 
the shorter 3rd antennal joint, the black-haired scutellnm and 
the black in the hiud tibiae distinguish this species easily from 
Ischiodon scutellaris , and the latter character from all other 
Oriental species of Sphccrophoria known to me. 

Coorg, S. India, 15-20. x. 1916 ( Fletcher ) ; above Tura, Assam 
(Kemp). . Numerous other specimens (data not recorded) have come 
before me. Described by Wiedemann from his own and Wester- 
mann’s collections, from Java; also recorded from Ceylon, Sumatra 
and New Guinea. 

79. Spharophoria viridaenea, Brun. (PI. Ill, figs. 7, 8.) 

Sphterophona, “form 4,’’ vindcenea, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, 
p. 216 (1915). 

<3 2 Head yellow. In <$, a small black triangle immediately 
above base of antennas, joined to a broad black shining median 
stripe on face, one-third of the width from eye to eye and con¬ 
tinued very narrowly along extreme lower margin of cheeks. 
Antennas orange with about upper half brown, or wholly brown, 
arista brown ; proboscis blackish, occipital fringe whitish. In $ , 
vertex dark aeneous or shining black, with a broad black stripe 
running thence to base of antennae, the stripe both on frons and 
face varying in width in individuals. Thorax dark aeneous-green 
without signs of greyish stripes; pubescence varying from yellow to 
brown. Distinct large callus-like yellow spots on humerus, side 
margins of dorsum to suture, mesopleura and sternopleura, all 
contiguous ; one such spot also on pro pleura, and behind wing- 
roots. Rest of ground-colour of pleurae shining blackish or 
aeneous. Scutellum all yellow with pale yellow pubescence. 
Abdomen black; 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments with a median yellow 
band of uniform width, but very much broader in , occupying 
the greater part of the latter two segments; 5th in 6 orange- 
brown, middle of hind margin narrowly excised; in $ mainly 
black, but the anterior corners broadly yellow. Genitalia in 
entirely orange-brown, in $ black. Venter mainly yellowish. 
Pubescence of abdomeD all pale and short except towards sides at 
base. Legs yellow, hind tarsi brownish, pubescence of legs pale 
yellow. Wings as long as abdomen, quite clear ; stigma brownish ; 
halteres bright orange. 

Length , about 7-8 mm. 
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Redescribed from a 3 and two $ $ in good condition in the 
Indian Museum. Darjiling, 7000 ft., 26-28. v. 1917, 6 . 

15-19. v. 1917, 2 (both Brunetti); Kurseong, 5000 ft., 4. ix. 1909 
( Annandale ). Previously described from specimens from Simla, 
16. v. 1909; Theog, 2. v. 1907 ( Annanclale ), and from Kurseong. 

There can be little doubt that this is a valid species, the black - 
striped face separating it from the other forms common in India, 
all of which 1 have here united under indiana, Big., and the entirely 
yellow legs separating it from javana , Wied., which is the only 
other species with a black-striped face. The 6 described above 
has the tips of the hind femora darkened, also the hind tibiae, but 
I do not regard it as intermediate. The species is of the very 
narrow type, characteristic of the genus, whereas S. javana and 
Ischiodon scutellaris , F., are distinctly broader, approaching the 
narrower species of Syrphus in the cinctellus group. 

80. Sphaerophoria indiana, Big. (PI. Ill, figs. 1-6.) 

Spharoplioria indiana , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iv, p. 99 
(1884). 

<3 $ Head whitish-yellow to pale orange-yellow, including 
antennae ; latter generally brownish above or towards tips; pro¬ 
boscis blackish : occipital margin with whitish fringe; vertex in 3 
small, black, shining. Frons in $ yellow with a median rather 
broad shining black stripe joined to the all-black vertex; proboscis 
blackish. Thorax : dorsum dull to moderately shining aeneous- 
black, with, at least on anterior part, two median greyish stripes 
generally perfectly obvious in fresh specimens*. Pleurae shining 
black with yellow spots as in viridien^a. Scutellura wholly yellow; 
pubescence of both dorsum and scutellum pale yellow. Abdomen : 
1st and 2nd segments black, latter with a median yellow band of 
uniform but varying width ; remaining segments sometimes 
mainly yellow and sometimes principally black ; in the latter 
case the anterior and hind parts of each segment are black; in 
many specimens the abdomen after 2nd segment, including geni¬ 
talia, is wholly yellow or ©range-yellow. Venter mainly yellowish; 
pubescence of abdomen mainly yellow basally r , and towards sides, 
and on venter, but considerably black on black parts. 3 genitalia 
with long yellow pubescence. Legs all yellow; tarsi varying from 
wholly yellow to wholly moderately dark brown; pubescence of 
legs yellow. Wings clear, stigma yellowish or brownish ; halteres 
yellow. 

Length, generally 6-7 mm., but probably variable. 

The very common Indian species referred to here as indiana, 
Big., seems universally distributed throughout India, occurring 
mostly from- December to May, and in September, which causes 
me to think it may be two-brooded. Common in the Western 
Himalayas, apparently rather less so in the Eastern ranges, but 
found in Nepal. Very abundant at times (Agra ami Fero/.epore, 
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iv. 1905, Brunetti ) in fields of dry grass. Found in the Bombay 
Presidency and as far south as Bangalore. I took it at Shanghai, 
17. iv. 1906. All the dates and localities previously recorded by 
me of my “Forms 1, 2, 3” apply to this species. 

Type in Bigot’s collection. 


Genus ERIQZONAP&A. 

Eriozona , Schiner, Wien. Ent. Monatschr. iv, p. 214 (1860). 

Genotipe, Scceva syrphoides , Fallen ; by original designation. 

Head semicircular, a little broader than thorax; eyes distinctly 
pubescent, contiguous for some distance in c?, wide apart in $ 
Face broad, pubescent or bare, central bump present; sometimes 
(E. analis, Kert.) the whole lower part of the face down to the 
mouth-border is conspicuously prominent. Proboscis rather 
prominent, moderately long, labelln large ; palpi elongate, filiform, 
cuneiform at tip. Antennae pendent, moderately long; 3rd joint 
rounded, ovate or twice as long as 1st and 2nd together; arista bare. 
Thorax varying from a little broader than long to a little longer 
than broad, moderately arched, pubescent. Abdomen short-oval, 
nearly rounded; at its widest part wider than thorax, gently 



Fig. 18 .—Eriozona analis, Kelt., $ 

arched and curved. Leys moderately long and strong; all femora 
sometimes rather elongate, but not specially so in the two Oriental 
species; tibiae rather curved, tarsi broad, pulvilli well developed. 
Wings with normal Syrphine venation, with a large brown patch 
across the middle; anterior cross-vein much before middle of 
discal cell. 

Range. One European species (E. syrphoides) and two from 
India are all that are known. 

The above description is based on Schiner’s, modified to enable 
the genus to receive the two Oriental species, which from their 
peculiar facies should undoubtedly be included in X One of 
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these, himalayensis , possesses eye-margins to the face, like those 
in Chilosia. 

Third antennal joint 2£ times as long as 
deep; ground-colour of 3rd and 4th 
abdominal segments orange; pubescence 
of 1st and 2nd abdominal segments 
(except at corners of 1st), black 
Third antennal joint no longer than deep ; 
ground-colour of 3rd and 4th abdominal 
segments dull aeneous;- pubescence of 
abdomen all yellow or orange-red, 
except at sides of 3rd and 4th segments. 

81. Eriozona analis, Kert. 

Eriozond analis, Kertesz, Term. Fiizet. xxiv, p. 414 (1901). 

Eriozona rujicauda, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 56, 2 (1908) ; 
i, pi. xi, fig-. 2, full ins. (1907). 

3 $ Head : eyes pubescent, vertical triangle black; frons in 
$ with a blackish-brown transverse stripe from eye to eye, drawn 
through the lunule above base of antennae; frons, and surface for 
a short distance below it, with rather long black pubescence; 
face prominent, bright yellow, shining, slightly dusted, with long 
yellow pubescence, especially at sides, where some blackish hairs 
are intermixed; lower part of head and mouth-border black. 
Antennae and arista black, 3rd joint elliptical, 2 £ times as long 
as deep. Occiput black, posterior orbit of eyes with yellow 
pubescence. In $ , face with very short yellow pubescence; frons 
blackish with blackish hairs, slightly wider below, and a pale 
irregularly shaped yellow spot immediately above base of antennae. 
Thorax black or blackish with yellow and black hairs intermixed ; 
pleurae with long blackish pubescence in 3 , in $ dark brown 
with brownish-yellow hairs. Scutellum in & brown with long 
black pubescence and shorter yellow hairs intermixed; in $ with 
yellow hairs. Abdomen in 3 with 1st, 2nd and 3rd segments 
black, with black pubescence on 1st and 3rd and yellow on 
2nd; rest of abdomen reddish-orange with pubescence varying 
from concolorous to yellow'. In $, 2nd segment with traces 
of a translucent band somewhat as in Leucozona lucorum *. The 
pubescence stands out densely for some distance at the sides of 
the abdomen. Legs in 3 wdth greater part of femora and a ring 
in middle of tibiae, which is widest on hind pair, blackish-brown ; 
tibiae and tarsi reddish-brown; femora and hind tibiae on outer 
side with long hair; tibiae and tarsi with comparatively shorter 
depressed golden-yellow pubescence ; in 5 leg 8 tawny ; basal half 
of all femora blackish. Wings pale grey, slightly clouded in 3 ; 
a broad brown band across middle from costa to about base of 
discal cell; anterior cross-vein much before middle of discal cell; 
base of wing brown. 

Length , 13—15 mm. 

* A rather common .European Ssyrphid. 


analis, Kert., p. 104. 


himalayensis , Brun., p. 105. 
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Described by Kertesz from a single rather damaged 3 from 
Sikkim, presumably in the Hungarian Museum; my ruficauda was 
described from three $1 ? in the Indian Museum from the same 
locality. The two descriptions are united herewith as they repre¬ 
sent only one sex each and shew slight differences. 


82. Eriozona himal&yeqsis, Brun. 

JSriozona himalayetuis, Brunetti, Rec. Iud. Mus. xi, p. 217 (1916). 

6 . Head wholly moderately shining black; frons with a pale 
yellowish-grey tomentum when viewed in certain lights; face with 
more obvious similarly coloured tomentum or minute pubescence, 
a median rather broad space being bare; some longer black hairs 
on the cheeks. Proboscis black. Eyes with thick/ dark brown 
pubescence; eye-margins as in Chilosia. Antennae black, 3rd joint 
dull, no longer than deep, arista black. Occiput blackish-grey 
with yellow hairs round the margins, with which are intermixed 
some black hairs behind the vertex. Thorax moderately shining 
black, with, in certain lights, a slight aeneous tinge; prothorax 
dull aeneous, covered with light brownish-yellow, rather thick 
pubescence, rest of dorsum covered with black pubescence; scu- 
tellum with long thick black pubescence, lower posterior margin 
with a fringe of short yellowish hairs. Mesopleura and sterno- 
pleura with thick yellowish pubescence, rest of sides of thorax 
with sparser black hairs. Abdomen shining black, 3rd and 4th 
segments dull aeneous, all covered thickly with bright orange-red 
pubescence, which becomes more yellowish on 1st segment and on 
sides of 2nd. Margins of 3rd and 4th segments, and whole 
of venter, with black pubescence. Genitalia dark grey with black 
hairs. Legs black, with short black pubescence, which is rather 
long on under side of femora, the hind pair having in addition two 
diverging rows of long, widely separated hairs. Wings grey, 
anterior margin slightly darker; a broad brownish infuscation 
from round the stigmatic region across the middle of the wing 
extending half-way to the posterior margin. Halteres yellow, 
clubs black. 

Length , 13-14 mm. 

Described from several 3 c? from the Kumaon District, Western 
Himalayas, 20. vi. 1914 to 20. vii. 1914 ; Onari, Garhwal District, 
11,000 ft . (Tytler). 

This species evidently mimics the bee, Bornbus hcemorrhoidalis , 
Smith. 


Genus ASCIA, Meig. 

Ascia, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii. p. 185 (1822). 

Neoascia, Williston, Bull. U.S. Nat. Mus. No. 31, p. Ill (1886). 


Genotype, Syrphus podaaricus , Fabr.; by designation of 
Westwood (1840). 

Head distinctly broader than thorax, mneous; eyes bare, 
separated in both sexes, antennal prominence very slight; face 
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slightly hollowed below antennse, produced, distinctly snout-like 
at upper mouth-edge, without any central bump ; antennal 3rd 
joint elongate, rather porrect; arista short, bare, dorsal. Thorax 
quadrate, robust, nearly bare, scutellum similar. Abdomen at 
least twice as long as thorax much narrowed at base about the 
junction of 1st and 2nd segments, behind that club-shaped, arched, 
tip narrowly rounded ; 1st segment long, 2nd longer than 1st, 
3rd longer than 1st but shorter than 4th, which is itself shorter 
than 2nd; a peculiar pointed projection from basal corners of 
abdomen. Legs simple; hind femora much thickened, spinose 
below, hind tibiae slightly curved. Wings with apical sections of 
4th and 5th veins very upright; anterior cross-vein much before 
middle of discal cell. 

Range. Europe, Canary Islands, Orient, North America. 

Life-history. Lundbeck thinks that the larvae probably live on 
micro-organisms rather than aphids; he figures them and a pupa 
(Diptera Danica, v, p. 375 (1916)). 

83. Ascia br achy stoma, Wied. 

Asoia brachystoma, Wied., Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 90, $ (1830). 

$. Head black, white-haired; antenn® blackish-brown, reddish- 
yellow below; 1st and 2nd joints horizontal, 3rd drooping, oval, 
tip rounded ; proboscis dirty yellow; epistome hardly convex, 
perpendicular; upper mouth-border not produced. Thorax black, 
with white pubescence. Abdomen club-shaped; 2nd segment, 
hind border of 3rd, and remainder yellowish-brown ; emarginations 
of segments, sides of abdomen towards base, and tip of 4th seg¬ 
ment, with white hairs. Legs dirty yellow; femora brown; hind 
tibiae towards tip blackish-brown. Wings quite clear, venation as 
in the European A. podagrica. 

Length, about 4 to 5 ram. 

East India: in Berlin, Copenhagen and Wiedemann coilections. 

Walker states that this species has been recorded from Hindu¬ 
stan, but gives no actual data. Macquart, also without definite 
data, quotes it as having occurred in “Indes Orientales,” which 
may mean the East India Islands. Whodemann describes it from 
“ Ostindien,” which, I believe, was with writers of that period a 
general term for the whole of the Orient. 


Genus SPHEGINA, Meig. 

Sphegina, Meigeu, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 193 (1822). 
bphcegina, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 102 (1857) 

Genotype, Musca chmipes, Fallen (Europe); by original 
designation. 

Head semicircular, rather wider than thorax; eyes bare, dis¬ 
tinctly separated in both sexes; face deeply concave below 
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antennoe, with no central knob, but with upper mouth-edge much 
enlarged ; antennoe short, 3rd joint ovate, the dorsal arista slightly 
pubescent. Thorax subquadrate, corners rounded, pubescence very 
short; scutelluin normal, practically bare, a pair of subapical mar¬ 
ginal bristles. Abdomen much narrowed at base, about twice as long 
as thorax, more or less club-shaped. Legs slender; hind femora 
very much thickened and very spinose below; hind tibiae curved; 
basal joint of hind tarsi dilated. Wings with normal venation, 
except that the apical portions of the 4th and 5th veins are turned 
sharply upwards and are upright and somewhat rectangular at the 
bend; anterior cross-vein before middle of discal cell: alulae very 
small; squamae small, with characteristic fringes peculiar to this 
genus. 

Range. Europe, Orient, North and South America, Brazil. 


' r able of Species. 

1. Wings with small brownish infuscations 
Wings entirely clear 

2. Thorax wholly black; anterior cross-vein 

just before middle of discal cell; hind 
femora a11 black except at base 
Thorax brownish; anterior cross-vein 
almost exactly at one-third of discal 
cell, not beyond this point; hind femora 
with distinct pale transverse streak 
below . .... . 

3. Length 4-4i mm. : abdomen mainly black 
Length 7 mm.; abdomen wholly reddish- 

brown . 

4. Hind femora yellow; a black ring at 

middle and tip . 

Hind femora yellow on basal half: apical 
half black 


2 . 

3. 


bispinosa, Brun., p. .107. 


tristriata , Brun., p. 108. 

4. 

tricoloripes, Brun., p. 109. 
aseiiformis, Brun., p. 110. 
tenuis, Brun., p. 111. 


84. Sphegina bispinosa, Brun. (PI. Ill, figs. 9, 10.) 

Sphegina bispinosa , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 223 (1915). 

Near S. clunipes , Fall., of Europe, c? $ . Head : frons and 
face with practically parallel sides, only the latter a little broader 
on lowest part; frons at vertex in <3 a little more than one-fifth 
of the head, shining black, bare, but from a lowangle in front a little 
greyish dust can be seen on both frons and face. Antennae with 
first two joints black, 3rd and arista dark brown, latter micro¬ 
scopically plumose. Lower part of head and proboscis black, 
latter brown towards tip. Occiput black, concave, shining, a 
little grey-dusted in centre, dead-black behind vertex, no part 
extending beyond eye-margin. In $ , frons more than one-fourth 
of the head; antennae a little paler. Thorax blackish, a little 
shining and with a more or less dark blue tinge and microscopic, 
depressed pale hairs ; suture exactly at middle of dorsum, very 
distinct towards sides. Pleura blackish, practically bare, a sus¬ 
picion of grey dust here and there ; scutelluin concolorous, some 
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microscopic pale hairs towards hind margin. Abdomen con- 
colorous, with a bluish tinge; 2nd segment twice as wide as 3rd, 
barely wider at tip. In d » with a short tooth-like process on 
each side of 1st segment, just behind the halter, and three pro¬ 
minent black bristles, the front one the smallest. Pubescence of 
abdomen whitish, sparse, short and uniform, longer at sides, 
longest on sides of 2nd segment and on dorsum of last segment 
in 5 . Venter dark, with sparse pale pubescence ; under side of 
last segment of abdomen in d with about seven long, strong, 
socketed, black bristles on hind margin, slightly curved upwards 
as though to protect the genitaliathe latter large, black, shining, 
twisted to the left, with long, pale, stiff and soft hairs. Legs : 
front pair dirty brownish-yellow; femora aud tibiae darker, except 
at base and tip ; middle legs similar, but with a greater extent of 
black. Hind legs shining black with a bluish tinge, femora and 
tibicB both narrowly orange at base; also with a narrow ring on 
latter at or just beyond middle, the ring broader in the $; tarsi 
black, with dense rich orange-brown pubescence below. Pubes¬ 
cence of legs microscopic or absent; two or three long isolated 
hairs on upper side of hind femora near tip, and a row of rather 
small spines below. In 5, anterior legs all yellowish except tips 
of tarsi, which are darker. Wings yellowish-grey, very iridescent; 
stigmatic region, anterior cross-vein, base of discal cell, tips of 
2ud and 3rd veins and outer side of 1st posterior cell, narrowly 
brown-infuscated; anterior cross-vein just before middle of 
discal cell. Hal teres very pale yellow. 

Length , 7| mm. 

Described mainly from a (type) d from Sureil, Darjiling Dis¬ 
trict, 5000 ft., 11-31. x. 1917 (Annandale and Gravely ), and from 
the type $ in the Pusa collection from Mussoorie, ix. 1906. 

Type d in Indian Museum in indifferent condition. 

The species is remarkably like the European S. clnnipes, Pall., 
but quite distinct, as in the latter the tooth and bristles at the 
base of the abdomen are absent and the wings are quite clear. 
There are also one or two other minor differences. 

85. Sphegina tristriata, Brun. 

Spheyina tristriata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 165, pi. vi, fig. 7, 
wing (1913). 

5 Head: frons uniformly wide, about one-fourth of the head, 
shining black, but not brilliant. Eyes dull red, antennas brownish- 
yellow, 1st joint brownish, 3rd a little infuscated above at the 
tip. Mouth-parts and proboscis yellowish. Thorax : ground¬ 
colour brownish-yellow, but dorsum almost wholly occupied by 
three practically contiguous dark brown stripes, with only a brief 
space between them (at their middles) as they are united on the 
anterior margin and practically so near the posterior margin also; 
pleurae dark brown; scutellum concolorous. Abdomen mainly 
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black, base of 2nd segment and whole of 3rd pale whitish-yellow. 
Legt: anterior pairs pale yellow, tips of tarsi brow nish ; hind legs 
yellowish-brown, with femora broadly dark brown at tips and on 
upper side, the colour extending over the sides, but not reaching 
the ventral surface for a certain space beyond the wholly pale 
yellow base. Wings pale grey, subcostal cell darker grey ; tip of 
wing infuscated as far inwards as just proximal to the upturned 
section of 4tb longitudinal vein ; but, in the marginal cell, 



Fig. 19.— Sphegina tristriata, Brun., wing. 

implanted in the infuscated part, is a tear-shaped clear spot in 
contact with the clear part of the wing; small infuBcations over 
the origin of 3rd vein, anterior cross-vdi'n and upturned section of 
5th vein ; anterior cross-vein almost exactly at one-third of discal 
cell, not beyond one-third. Halteres dirty white. 

Length , 6 mm. 

Described from a unique c? from Eotung, N.E. Frontier of 
India, 6-13. iii. 1912 {Kemp). In the Indian Museum. 

86. Sphegina tricoloripes, Brun. (PI. Ill, fig. 11.) 

Sphegina tricoloripes, Brunetti, Rec. Iud. Mus. xi, p. 225, pi. xiii, 
fig. 9, wing (1915). 

$. Head: frons blackish-grey, nearly one-third the width of 
the head, uniform in width, vertical triangle not very distinct; 
face blackish-grey; upper mouth-border well produced, proboscis 
moderately long, brownish-yellow. Antennal prominence distinct 
but small, antennae blackish ; 3rd joint slightly produced above at 
base; occiput blackish-grey. Thorax dull blackish, with two 
rather narrow, well separated, greyish dorsal stripes from anterior 
margin to scutellum; shoulders a little greyish. Scutellum rather 
shining black, with a pair of apical pale bristles, convergent and 
weak. Abdomen tawny-brown, much contracted at base, widening 
rapidly from middle of 2nd segment to tip of 3rd, thence gradu¬ 
ally narrowing : upper side of last segment a little obscure; a few 
long whitish hairs at sides at base of abdomen, the remainder of 
the dorsal and ventral surfaces practically bare. Venter tawny- 
brown. Legs: front pair with coxae, base and tip of femora, basal 
half of tibiae and the metatarsi yellow, the remainder black. 
Middle pair similar, but the very short coxae obscure. Hind pair 
much enlarged, with obscure coxae; of the hind femora the basal 
fourth is bright lemon-yellow, the remaining portion with 
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proximal half black and distal half reddish-brown; extreme tip 
black. Under side beset with several rows of very short spines, 
and an additional row of about 8 or 9 longer ones. Tibiae distinctly 
but not greatly curved, pale yellow, rather less than the apical 
half black; tarsi all black, metatarsi distinctly enlarged and 
lengthened. Wings pale grey ; subcostal cell yellowish from tip 
of auxiliary vein ; 4th longitudinal vein curved upwards to 3rd in 
a very rounded loop; 5th vein bent upwards at a slightly obtuse 
angle; halteres yellow. 

Length , 7 mm.' 

Described from a single $ in the Indiau Museum presented by 
Dr. A. D. Imms, taken by him at Bhowali, Kumaon District, 
5700 ft., 2. vii. 1910. A second $ was taken by Col. Nurse, 
Simla, viii. 1898 ; in company with yet another $ , probably con- 
specific, but with the abdomen all black except the basal half of 
the 3rd segment, which is yellowish, and the apical two-thirds of 
the hind femora, which are all black. 

87. Sphegina asciiformis, Brun. 

Sphegina asciiformis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 223 (1915). 

5 Head: frons aeneous-black, with a little yellowish-grey 
tomentose dust along the eye-margins. Antennae with 1st and 
2nd joints dark brown, 3rd joint black with long dorsal arista 
placed at the base of the joint. Mouth-parts reddish-brown. 
Occiput dark grey. Thorcuc dusted with yellowish-grey, a little 
lighter on the shoulders ; three moderately wide dorsal infuscated 
stripes, separated from each other by less than their own width. 
Scutellum shining black, with a little hoary dust. Sides of thorax 
blackish, with a little greyish dust on upper parts. Abdomen : 
the 1st segment narrow, 2nd very much contracted at base, thence 
suddenly widened; rich shining deep mahogany-brown, nearly 
black, with very sparse and almost microscopic whitish hairs. 
Venter yellow-ochre ; two small black spots in a dorsal line near 
the base, and a median well marked black line on the apical half. 
Legs : anterior four bright yellow. Hind femora much incras- 
sated, yellow, a blackish band in the middle (incomplete below), 
and a complete broad black ring at the tip. Under side with two 
rows of minute black spines ; hind tibiae pale yellow, a long black 
streak below at base, and a blackish ring (incomplete on upper 
side) at tip. Hind tarsi brown, their metatarsi distinctly thicker 
than the tibiae, nearly half as long and about as wide as rest of 
tarsi. Wings absolutely clear, brilliantly iridescent; halteres 
blackish. 

Length , 4 mm. 

Described from a unique $ taken by me, 29. v. 1910, at Dar¬ 
jiling. In the Indian Museum. 

From the small size and very contracted base of the abdomen, 
this species closely resembles an Ascia. 
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88. Sphegina tennis, Brun. 

Spkegina tenuis, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mua. xi, p. 224 (1915). 

<$ Head : frone dull black, with grey dust, ocelli distinct, red ; 
the coucavity in profile below the antenn® well marked. Antennae 
black, a little dull grey-dusted, arista very curved ; mouth-parts 
reddish-brown. Occiput grey. Thorax black, with yellowish- 
grey dust and three dorsal infuscated stripes, the median one the 
widest, the outer ones slightly interrupted at the suture and not 
reaching the shoulders. A pale grey spot 6n the latter can be 
seen iE viewed from behind. Sides of thorax blackish, with 
yellowish-grey hair. Abdomen black, 2nd segment much attenu¬ 
ated and very long, 3rd with a broad yellowish sub-basal band. 
Genital organs large, apparently globular. Venter black, greater 
part of 3rd segment brownish-yellow. Legs ; the first two pairs 
pale yellow with the last two tarsal joints black. Hind cox® 
black, hind femora considerably incrassate; basal half pale 
yellow, apical half black; hind tibi® mainly dark brown, pale at 
tips, and a narrow band just beyond the middle (which band 
appears as if in some examples it might be interrupted); hind 
tarsi blackish-brown, the hind metatarsi thickened, but only one- 
third as long as the tibi®. Wings yellowish-grey, brilliantly 
iridescent; stigma long, brown ; halteres brownish-yellow. 

Length , 4§ mm. 

Described from one from Darjiling, taken by me, 29. v. 1910, 
and incorrectly recorded as a $ . In the Indian Museum. 


Genus SPHEGINOBACCHA, de Meij. 

Spheginobaccha, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. 11, p. 327 (1908). 

Genotype, Sphegina macropoda , Big.; by original designation. 

Body narrow. Basal half of abdomen rather contracted; 2nd 
segment the longest, 3rd and 4th rather shorter, subequal. Eyes 
in S narrowly separated, in <j> parallel on hinder half, wider apart- 
in front. Epistome with small central bump, not produced over 
mouth. Antenn® moderately long ; 3rd joint rather large,rather 
longer than broad, rounded ; arista bare. Eyes sparsely pubescent. 
Humeri comparatively large. Hind femora not thickened, spinose 
below on apical half. On middle of outer side of 1st posterior 
cell is the stump of a vein projecting inwards; a similar stump 
projects from the lower side of the cell, near the tip of the discal 
cell; 4th vein with a short appendix at its flexure upward ; outer 
side of discal cell straight; anterior cross-vein much before middle 
of discal cell; 3rd vein nearly straight; alul® well developed. 

This genus is allied to Ascia and Sphegina in possessing spinose 
hind femora, but is distinguished from them by the well-developed 
alul®, the course of the anterior cross-vein and of the veins at 
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the wing-tip. It is distinguished from Syritta bj the non- 
thickened hind femora ; from Baccha and allied genera by the hind 
femora being spinose, and by possessing the stumps of veins near 
the wing-tip and the separated eyes in the <$. The following is 
the only species. 


89. Spheginobaccha macropoda, Big. 

Sphegina macropoda, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iii, p. 331 

0883). 

Spheginobaccha macropoda, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 327, <3 2> 
notes (1908). 

d 2 ♦ Head : frons in <3 shining blue-black with black hair, 
in $ shining blue-black, with a white dust-spot in the middle on 
each side touching the eye-margins ; irons with a deep transverse 
furrow; eyes with a little pale pubescence; epistome not pro¬ 
duced, but with a median tubercle at about middle of face ; the 
latter black with a little white tomentum at sides. Antennae 
tawny, 3rd joint rather large, broadly oval, tip obtuse; arista 
bare, blackish-brown. Thorax black, slightly shining; humeral 
calli prominent, tawny; a lateral straight line above the wing* 
and a transverse band on the pleurae, tawny; scutellum pale 
tawny. Abdomen moderately shining black; segments finely 
bordered with tawny; 2nd and 3rd segments with a wide squarish 
tawny spot, rounded on inner sides, on each side; 4th with a 
pair of broad spots leaving only a narrow median space, or united 
to form a broad oblique band, the spots visible through the white 
dust on the segment. Leys : hind femora elongate, a little in- 
crassate, not clavate, with small spines below; hind metatarsi 
relatively thick and elongate. Legs in <3 yellow; tips of fore and 
middle femora, apical half of hind femora, and all tibiae and 
tarsi, black; in 2 »tips of fore femora a little brownish *. Wings 
with 2nd and 3rd veins gently curved ; 1st posterior cell closed a 
little before wing-tip ; outer side of this cell curved inwards, with 
a stump of a vein at its greatest convexity, another at the flexure 
of the 4th vein and a third on the lo\Ver side of the cell towards 
the end; anterior cross-vein much before middle of discal cell; 
latter with lower outer angle somewhat rounded ; costal cell and 
whole of wing-tip rather narrowly, brownish ; stigma brown. 

Length , 11 mm. 

The above description is compiled from those of Bigot and de 
Meijere. Type in Bigot collection, from Burma; de Meijere’s 
specimen is from Semarang, Java, October (Jacobson). 


* Description of legs by de Meijere. Bigot writes, “ Femora tawny, tibiae 
whitish, broadly black at tips, tarsi black.” 
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Genus BACCHA, JFabr. 

Baccha, Fabricius, Syst. Anti. p. 199 (1805). 

Bacca, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 104 (1867). 

Bacha, Schiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 823 (1862). 

Bacchina, Williston, Mon. N. Arner. Dipt. 2nd Ed. p. 86 (1896). 

Genotype, Syrphus elongatus , Fabr.; by designation of Curtis, 
Brit. Ent. (1839). 

Head more than hemispherical, broader than thorax, flattened 
behind ; frons slightly prominent; eyes bare, contiguous for a 
long distance in 6 , narrowly separated in $ ; antennae short, 3rd 
joint deeper than long, arista bare. Face generally swollen in 
centre, the swelling forming an indefinite bump, or with a small 
distinct tubercle. Thorax and scutellum normal, former much 
wider across the middle. Abdomen very slender, very much 
longer than thorax, 2nd and 3rd segments very long and narrow, 
behind which the abdomen widens gradually nearly to tip. Some 
pubescence at sides of abdomen on basal half. Legs long, thin. 



Fig. 20 .—Baccha triangulifera, Aust. ( elegans , Bran.), $. 

simple; hind femora distinctly lengthened but not thickened 
basal joint of hind tarsi generally thickened. Wings with vena¬ 
tion of Syrphus ; alula very small or almost absent; squamae 
small, inconspicuous ; wings at rest folded over abdomen. 

Very slender, graceful flies of moderate size, fond of hovering; 
the species somewhat difficult to separate. 

Life-history. Larvae feeding on Aphides , or perhaps Coccidce. 

Range. Practically world-wide. 

The exact generic limits of Baccha are not very definite. Some 
authors include in it Ocyptamus, a North American group, whilst 
Major Austen seems to have much extended the scope of the 
genus. The 2nd segment of the abdomen is sometimes almost 
fused with the broader, very short 1st segment, and this must not 
be lost sight of in interpreting the descriptions. 
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Table of Species *. 

1. Wings with a conspicuous transverse 

dark band across middle dispar , Walk;, p. 115. 

Wings never so marked . 2. 

2. Wings mainly or to a considerable ex¬ 

tent brown; in nubilipennis mainly 
dark brown; in fallax almost wholly 
pale brown; in nigricosta and um~ 
brosa with a large median diffused 
brown spot on a comparatively or 
actually clear background . 3. 

Wings never to any extent brown. 

Ground-colour clear, or nearly so, 
with at most anterior margin and a 
small apical spot dark, or (in macu- 
lata) a few very small dark spots on 
disc . . 4. 

3. (a) Wings practically wholly dark 

brown, but just appreciably paler 

at base and tip .... . nubilipennis , Aust., p. 116. 

(6) Wings wholly pale brown except 

basally nearly clear . fallax , Aust,, p. 117. 

(c) Apical wing-spot practically united 

narrowly to costal dark band; 

abdominal markings dull orange nigricosta , Brun., p. 118. 

(d) Apical wing-spot separated from 

end of costal dark band by a wide 
clear space; abdominal markings 

bluish-grey... . umbrosa , sp. n.j p. 119. 

4. Anterior cross-vein suffused, and a 

narrow brown streak from end of prae- 

furca nearly to anal cell. . maculata, Walk., p. 119. 

Disc of wing always clear. 6. 

5. Abdomen barely narrower at base than 

at widest part. . .. 6, 

Abdomen very distinctly contracted at 
base .«,.. .. .7. 

6. Antennae yellowish or orange robusta, Brun., p. 120. 

Antennae wholly black . . plumbicincta , Brun., p. 121. 

7. No yellow pleural or presutural spots; 

no yellow markings on body. sapphirina , Wied., p. 122. 

At least mesopleura with a vertical 
callus-like spot. 8. 

8. (a) Side-spots of thorax consisting of a 

vertical spot on mesopleura, and 
a small round presutural spot 
buried in ends of suture; sterno- 
pleural spot absent, but individuals 
might shew a trace of paleness 

there pulchrifrons , Aust., p. 122. 


* For notes on, and a table of a number of, Oriental species, v. de Meij., 
Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 316 (1908). 
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(b ) Side-spots distinct, three, elongate, 

presutural, mesopleural and sterno- 
pleural. Abdomen mainly reddish- 
brown, with a large yellow spot at 

or towards tip of 3rd segment... triangulifera, Aust., p. 124. 

(c) Side-spots as in triangulifera. Ab¬ 

domen mainly yellow with black 

bands across 3rd and 4th segments ampkitkoe, Walk., p. 126. 
90. Baccha dispar, Walk. 

Baccha dispar, Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. ir, p. 121 (1860). 

r? $> Head : eyes dark red-brown, in <5 closely contiguous, the 
very small black vertex barely raised, bearing a few black-brown 
stiff hairs; in $ comparatively well separated; frons in d fairly 
prominent, shining black, with an seneous tinge and black-brown 
hairs, rapidly widening in $ to 2£ times as wide at level of an¬ 
tennae, with yellowish-grey dust- except on the shining black 
vertex; face slightly narrower in d and $ in lower than in upper 
part, yellow with a broad blackish median stripe and whitish 
pubescence; mouth-border and-proboscis brown. Region round 
base of antenna shining black ; antenna bright orange. Occiput 
dark, with fringe of pale yellow hairs. Thorax black, with 
brownish-yellow pubescence; humeri brownish-yellow; a con¬ 
spicuous yellowish presutural callus-like spot iu d* which in $ 
extends nearly to the humerus; a similar vertical spot on meso- 
pleura, bearing whitish pubescence; sternopleura with upper part 
aneous in d, in $ bearing a callus-like horizontal spot, all the 
spots in 2 more orauge. Pleura a little aneous in front in d, 
lower part of sternopleura grey-dusted in d ? ; inconspicuous 
whitish pubescence on pleura generally. Abdomen : in d, 1st 
segment dull brownish-yellow, remainder shining black; 3rd seg¬ 
ment with a pair of narrow, linear, diagonally placed yellowish 
spots across middle of surface, their inner ends well separated; 
4th segment with a pair of rather large yellowish spots on anterior 
margin, their inner sides well separated and parallel, their outer 
sides arcuate, the convexity outwards, their hinder sides deeply 
excised, the whole spot roughly in the shape of a finger and thumb. 
In $ with 1st and 2nd segments and basal half of 3rd shining brown; 
rest of abdomen black; a broad yellowish transverse band 
occupying middle third of 3rd segment, and a similar band on base 
of 4th, bent hindwards at each end, not reaching side margins. 
Pubescence in 6 and $ sparse, whitish. Venter yellowish, some 
darker transverse bands corresponding to the darker parts on 
upper side. Legs: forelegs yellowish-orange; hind cox® black, 
rest of legs generally rather darker; apical half of hind femora 
and hind tibiae (in $) and the metatarsi (in $) dark brown. 
Wing* clear; a moderately dark brown narrow band on costa 
exlending to tip of 3rd vein ; a transverse band from costa, nearly 
washing hind margin, ending over tip of anal cell, in breadth 

i 2 
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extending from base of 3rd vein to anterior cross-vein. Halteres 
dirty brown. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Redescribed from the type 3 , in fair condition, in the British 
Museum, from Celebes; and from one $ in the Indian Museum 
named by Bigot and undoubtedly of this species. There is a 
further specimen from the !Nilgiris, in wretched condition, 
3000 ft., 13. ix. 1917 {Nagnath). 

Walker’s description of the $ abdomen, “ 2nd yellow band not 
arched,” does not quite apply, but the cross-band on the wings is 
sufficient to separate the species from all others. 

9i. Baccha nubilipennis, Aust. 

Baccha nubilipennis, Austen, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. p. 136, pi. iv, 
figs. 7 (full ins. col., 3 ), 9 (full ins. col., $ ); pi. v, fig. 14 (head, 3 r 
profile) (1893). 

<3 $ Head : “ Pace and cheeks yellow, with yellow pollen and 
pale yellow pile. Cheeks in <3 sometimes narrowly blackish 
immediately below the eyes. A prominent, rounded and sharply 
defined facial tubercle, commencing half-way down the face; some¬ 
times an indistinct brown stripe between it and the antennae. 
Antennae orange, 3rd joint large, ovate, larger in $ than in the 3 - 
A very pronounced antenniferous process, shining black above, 
and orange-yellow immediately above the base of the antennae; 
the orange-yellow area is larger in the $ ; the projection is trun¬ 
cate and flattened in front and pilose on the sides only. Pront 
in 3 greenish-black with yellow pollen and vertical triangle black: 
in 2 shining black with a narrow triangular area on each side, in 
front yellow pollinose. Pile on front blackish in 3 , yellowish 
in $, shorter in the latter than in the former. Occiput with a 
fringe of pale yellow hairs. Thorax shining black; the collar of 
hair in front pale yellow; elsewhere nearly bare. Humeri and 
postalar callosities brownish; pleurae with a broad vertical stripe 
of golden pollen in front of the suture; the stripe has a reddish, 
ground; pleurae behind wings silvery - pollinose. Scutellum 
polished dark brown on the disc, more or less yellowish, semi- 
translucent behind. General colour of the abdomen metallic 
black (browner in $ ), sometimes with a distinct bluish sheen; 
the abdomen is broadest in the 4th segment. The 1st segment 
has outstanding pale yellow hairs on each side; elsew’here the 
abdomen is clothed with very short appressed black pile. 1st 
segment black, browner and with an edging of yellow in the $ ; 
2nd segment with a basal yellow' band, notched in the median line 
behind, and with an interrupted brow'nish-yellow band near the 
tip, the latter often scarcely visible in the 3 ; 3rd segment with a 
conspicuous transverse yellow band, occupying about the middle 
third of the segment but slightly nearer the base; the remaining 
segments w'holly metallic black ; male genitalia small and concealed. 
Legs orange-yellow; posterior femora slightly darker, dark brown 
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aDove and below on the diBtal half but orange at the tips; pos¬ 
terior tibia reddish on basal third, then dark brown; posterior 
tarsi dark brown ou basal two-thirds of 1st joint, then whitish- 
yellow. Wings infuscated, dark brown in the middle, and usually 
darker in the d than in the $ ; in the $ the wings show a faint 
secondary iufuscation at the tips, above the third vein; an area at 
the base on the iuner side nearly hyaline; 3rd vein gently curved 
above the base of the 1st posterior cell; in the d the wings are 
narrower and less rounded at the tips, while the terminal section 
of the 4th posterior vein, closing the 1st posterior cell, is less 
sinuate and more oblique than in the $» alulae long, narrow, 
posterior margin straight. 

“ Length, d 12£-14|; $ 12|-13| millirn. Ceylon.” 

Kandy, 1800 It., 28. vi. 1892, type d; 25. v. 1892, type 
Common in Central Province of Ceylon; 1 example from Badde- 
garna, near Gralle; .Nilgiri Hills, 2500 ft. {H. L . Andrewes); 
Trivandrum, Travanoore; Pollibetta, Ceylon, 24. X.-16. xi. 1915 
{Fletcher): Cherrapunji, Assam ( Kemp ); above Tura, Assam, 
3500-3900 ft., 15. vii.-30. viii. 1917 {Kemp) ; Shillong, 5000 ft., 
vi-vii. 1918 {Fletcher). Differing from all other Oriental species 
known to Austen by the abdominal markings and the sharply 
defined facial and antenniferous tubercles when viewed in profile. 

Types in British Museum, also specimens from Kandy, 1700 ft., 
25-30. v. 1892 ( Yerbury ); v. 1907 {Green); Pundaloya, Ceylon 
{Green). 

92. Baccha fallax, Aust. 

Baccha fallax , Austen, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend. p. 142, pi. iv, fig. 12, 
full ins. col., d (1893). 

d “Very closely resembling#. pulchrifrons, differing asfollows: 
front and broad median facial stripe reaching to the oral margin, 
metallic black, not steely; sides of the face, including upper 
portion, and cheeks deep yellow; antenniferous process con¬ 
siderably smaller, when viewed from above, and no trace of 
metallic violet spot on the side; thorax and scufellum more 
bronzed ; pleural stripe orange, much more conspicuous, and rising 
higher on the sides of the dorsum ; 1st segment of the abdomen 
pure yellow; 2nd segment considerably narrower and wholly 
bronze-black except the basal angles, which are yellow; the yellow 
markings on the 3rd and 4th segments entirely resembling those 
on the corresponding segments in the $ of B. palchtfrons, and 
not as in the d of that species; wings longer and narrower; 
except at the base, uniformly suffused with brown, not darker in 
the middle; apical spot above the 3rd vein reduced to a mere line, 
so as to appear as a simple continuation of the stigma; alulae long 
and rather narrow, with a straight posterior edge 

“Owing to the deceptive similarity between the markings 
on the abdomen of this species and those on the abdomen of 
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B. pulchifrons $, these specimens would certainly be regarded 
as males of the latter if regard were not paid to the differences 
enumerated above.” 

Galle, Ceylon, 27 iv. 1892, type d ; Kandy, 30. v. 1892 (both 
Col. Yerbury). Type and second specimen in British Museum. 


93. Baccha nigricosta, Brun. 

Baccha nigricosta , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 50 (1908); i, pi. xi, 
fig. 5, wing (1907). 

c?. Head with front above and below antennae grev-dusted; 
eyes quite contiguous nearly to the vertex, which is very small 
and shining black; below antennae a wide shining black stripe; 
frontal triangle above antennae shining black seen from the front. 
Antennae reddish-brown, the two basal joints black. Proboscis 
black, tip red. Thorax shining black, minutely pubescent, un¬ 
marked, sides blackish-grey; scutellum rather large, shining black, 
with a few pale hairs. Abdomen: 1st segment broadly semi¬ 
circular, of exactly the same shape and size as scutellum, 2nd very 
pedicillate, 3rd narrow at base, thence sharply widening; general 
colour of abdomen black, moderately shining, with rather long 
blackish-grey hairs at sides of 2nd and 3rd segments, a pair of 



Fig. 21.— Baccha nigricosta, Brun., wmg. 

small transverse spots at middle of sides of 3rd segment, and a 
pair of sub-lunate ones lying across front corners of 4th segment, 
all orange and rather indistinct. Leys pale tawny, hind femora 
and tibiae with a dark band towards the tip, hind tarsi blackish. 
Wings pale blackish; nearly clear at base; stigma black, much 
elongated; a blackish cloud immediately below it, and a small 
blackish spot at extreme tip of costa. 

Length , barely 10 mm. 

Described from one <S taken by Dr. Annandale (19-22. ix. 1906) 
at Bhim Tal, Kumaon; in the Indian Museum collection. A second 
specimen from Pusa, 16. xii. 1915. 

The species can hardly be confused with any other, the con¬ 
spicuous blackish cloud in the middle of the wing differentiating 
it from all the clear-winged species except umbrosa , and also 
sufficiently from the two species classed by me as wholly brown- 
winged. 
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94. Baccha umbrosa, sp. nov. 

3 . Very near nigricosta, Brian., differing by the wings having 
the ground-colour grey, but possessing a similar brownish cloud 
over the middle of the costa, filling the middle third of the wing, 
dispersing gradually hindwards. Apical spot as in nigricosta , but 
quite detached from the large median cloud. Abdomen mainly 
blackish; 1st segment shining deep blue, 2nd aeneous, 3rd aeneous 
on basal half, 4th broadly blue-greyish at base and less distinctly 
so at tip, 5th and 6th almost wholly similarly coloured; pubes¬ 
cence of abdomen wholly whitish, short. Best as in nigricosta , 
slightly smaller. 

One <3 , Abu, Rajputana (Nurse). 

Type presented by Colonel Nurse to the British Museum. A <3 
in the British Museum from Trincomalee, Ceylon, 23. i. 1891 
( Terbunf), may be this species ; it differs only in the 4th and 5tb 
segments being much brighter shining blue. Tt is very slightly 
larger and in indifferent condition. 

95. Baccha maculata, Walk. 

Baccha maculata, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, iii, p. 223 (1852). 

Baccha tinctipennis, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 51 (1908): i. nl. xi> 
tig. 6, wing (1907). 

c 3 $. Head : frons in (3 shining black with a steely bluish or 
aeneous tinge and grey dust towards sides; face shining black with 
distinct small central bump, grey or yellowish-grey dust towards 
sides. Antennae orange; antennal prominence shining black in 3 , 
blue-black in $. In $, frons shining blue-black with greyish 
dust at sides, fact blue-black. Mouth-border and proboscis 
yellowish in <3 2 Thorax shining black (more cupreous in <3 
and more bluish in $ ) with very short grey pubescence; humeri, 
a short longitudinal stripe on mesopleurae in front of wing-base. 



Fig. 22 .—Baccha maculata , Walk., wing. 

and the dorsal margin between them, cupreous in 3 , yellowish 
in $ Scutellum shiniug black ( 3) or blue-black ( $ ). Abdomen 
shining brown; 1st segment normally all yellowish; tip of 2nd, 
base of 3rd narrowly and of 4th more broadly, yellowish ; some¬ 
times a pair of small pale spots at base of 5th segment, the pale 
markings very inconstant. In $ , the pale colour more extensive, 
even to the extent of the 4th and 5th segments beiug wholly 
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orange-brown. Legs yellowish, a subapical brownish ring on hind 
femora and an ill-defined broad median dark band on hind tibi®; 
hind tarsi darker. Wings clear, with a dark brown oblong stigma; 
tip of subcostal cell, tip of wing between tips of 2nd and 3rd 
veins or thereabouts, anterior cross-vein and a streak from bifur¬ 
cation of 2nd and 3rd veins down to upper margin of anal cell, 
brownish. The wing-markings subject to individual variation. 

Length , 8-12 mm. 

Redescribed from various specimens of both sexes, in excellent 
■condition, in the Indian Museum, and from other sources. Bhirn 
Tal, 4500 ft., 22-27. ix. 1906, type $ of tinctipennis (Annandale ); 
Simla Hills, 8000-9000 ft. (. Annandale , Kemp)] Lebong, 4500 ft., 
2-9 & 26. vi. 1909 (Hewlett )\ Mussoorie, x. 1906; Darjiling, 
6900 ft. ( Brunetti ); 6000-7000 ft., 12. vi. 1914 ( Gravely ); Kur- 
seong, 5000 ft. (.Annandale ); Siliguri; Shillong, 5500-6400 ft., 
29. viii.-5. ix. 1915 (Kemp) ; 5000 ft., ix. 1917 ( Fletcher ); Cherra- 
punji, Assam, 4400 ft. (Kemp) ; above Tura, Garo Hills, 3500- 
3900 ft., 15. vii.—30. viii. 1917 (Kemp)] ix. 1917 (Mrs. Kemp). 
Some specimens taken by me at Kobe, Japan, 15. v. 1906, may 
belong to this species* 

Walker’s type in the British Museum is labelled “East Indies,” 
which is understood to mean East India and is in very indifferent 
condition, but the identity of my tinctipennis with this species is 
certain. He gave the length as 8 lines, but his type measures 
only 12 mm. My tinctipennis was described from a single $ in 
the Indian Museum, but numerous other specimens have come 
before me. 

96. Baccha robusta, Brun. 

Baccha robusta , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Hus. ii, p. 50 (1908); i, pi. xi, 
figs. 3, abdomen, 4, head (1907). 

<5 Bead : irons aoove antenn® triangular, nearly wholly 
occupied by a shining black triangle; the remainder grey; vertex 
shining black ; below antenn®, dull black when seen from below, 
but brilliant, shining, silvery-white when seen from above. Eyes 
subcontiguous at nearest point of approach, rather widely separated 
at vertex. Antenn® bright red, tip of 3rd joint brown above. 
Thorax: dorsum cinereous, with three darker stripes, of which 
only the centre one attains the fore border. Humeral calli 
testaceous; sides of thorax grey. Scutellum dull testaceous. 
Abdomen only slightly contracted at base; 2nd and 3rd segments 
pale tawny, posterior borders widely blackish, 4th segmeut wholly 
black, with an arched band of pale shining grey, interrupted in 
the middle, near base ; extreme posterior border of segment brown. 
Legs black; four anterior femora, basal half of hind femora, and 
basal half of all the tibi®, yellowish-tawny; tips of anterior femora 
sometimes darkened above. Wings clear; stigma yellow; halteres 
yellowish. 
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2 • Frons rather broad, grey, callosity above antennae shining 
black, oblong, nearly reaching from eye to eye; upper part of 
frons shining black, reaching from the vertex nearly to the cal¬ 
losity. Abdomen black; 2nd segment with a vertically elongated 



Fig. 23.— Baccha robusta, Brun., abdomen. 

pale spot on each side, the spots nearly meeting in the centre on 
the fore border; 3rd and 4th with a transverse hoary yellowish- 
grev oval spot on each side, nearly on the fore border; 4th seg¬ 
ment with brown posterior border; last segment brown. 

Length y 10-12 mm. 

Described from six d d and four $ $ in the Indian Museum 
collection, from Mergui, including types {Doherty). Darjiling, 
1000-3000 ft. {Lord Carmichael's collr.)* Tenasserim Valley; base 
of Dawna Hills (Annandale). It appears to be fairly widely dis¬ 
tributed and by no means rare. 

97 Baccha plumbicincta, Brun. 

Baccha plumbicincta , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 222 (1915). 

2 . Head: frons broad, distinctly but not greatly broader above 
antennal prominence, where it is nearly one-fourth the width of 
the head; bluish-black, the colour sharply demarcated behind 
vertex; a little whitish tomentum about the middle of inner orbit 
of eyes; face, down to a little above mouth-opening, bluish-black, 
slightly grey-dusted, with a central conspicuous black bump; 
remainder of lower part of bead, including buccal region, uniformly 
bright yellow. Antennae black, 3rd joint broad, arista black. 
Occiput grey. Thorax : dorsum and scutellum lead-colour, shining, 
with slight coloured reflections when viewed from different angles; 
minute yellow pubescence; remainder of thorax bright yellow. 
Abdomen only slightly contracted on second segment, remainder 
of segments barely wider, the abdomen at no point quite bo wide 
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as thorax, shining bluish-black with very short inconspicuous 
pubescence; base of 3rd, 4th and 5th segments with a moderately 
broad lead-coloured band. Legs yellow; an indistinct broad 
brownish ring on apical half of hind femora; apical half of hind 
tibiae blackish except broadly at tip; upper side of hind metatarsi 
brown, rest of hind tarsi black. Wings clear; subcostal cell dark 
brown except on the narrow basal part; halteres yellow. 

Length , 8£ mm. 

Described from one perfect $ in the Indian Museum from 
Cherrapunji, Assam, 2-8. x. 1914 {Kemp). 

98. Baccha sapphirina, Wied. 

Baccha sapphirina, Wiedemann, Aus.Zweifl. ii, p. 96 (1830); Verrall, 
Trans. ’Ent. Soc. Lond. p. 416 (1898). 

3 2 • Kead shining black, but with the frons more or less 
narrowly round sides in the 3 , and broadly across centre in $ , 
also with the outer third on each side of face in $, dusted with 
blue-grey, leaving a broad shining median black stripe. Antennae 
bright orange; proboscis black; postocular fringe white. Thorax 
shining aeneous-black, dorsum with short white pubescence; 
scutellum similar, rather'more cupreous in 3 ; pleurae with greyish 
dust and a little white pubescence. Abdomen mainly shining 
black; 1st segment deep blue, 2nd aeneous, 3rd aeneous on basal 
half, 4th broadly blue-greyish at base and less distinctly so at tip; 
also 5th and 6th segments wholly blue-grey. Pubescence whitish, 
longer at base and towards sides, shortest on dorsum. Legs orange; 
apical half of hind femora and of hind tibise, and tips of hind tarsi, 
to a greater or less extent blackish. Wings quite clear; sub¬ 
costal cell wholly, and a moderately small, detached, clear-cut 
spot at tip of submarginal cell, always limited hindwards by 3rd 
vein, black; halteres conspicuously yellow. 

Lengthy 8 mm. 

Redescribed from three Indian specimens and a series in good 
condition in the British Museum from various localities in Africa. 
Coimbatore, S. India, vii. 1911 ; Abu, Rajputana (Nurse) ; Deeea, 
x. 1901 (Nurse). Recorded also from Ceylon and Aden ( Yerbury). 

Type in Copenhagen Museum. 

99. Baccha pulchrifrons, Aust. 

Bacchapulchrifrons, Austen, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. p. 139, pi. iv, 
figs. 10 (full’insect col., 3), 10 a (head, 3), 11 (full insect col., £) 
(1893). 

Baccha apicenotata, Brucetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 221, $, pi. xiii, 
fig. 8, part of wing (1915). 

“Ill cf, front, upper part of the face immediately below the 
antennse, and a broad facial stripe reaching to the oral margin 
steely. Ifi $ , front, including whole circumference of antenm- 
ferous projection and a facial stripe, narrower than in the 3 , but 
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reaching to the oral margin, metallic black, sometimes steely; 
sides or face yellowish pollinuse: cheeks orange-yellow, with a 
blackish-brown spot in front, more or less distinctly connected 
with the facial stripe, sometimes indistinct ill the $ Front (in¬ 
cluding vertical triangle in <5 ) and face clothed with pale yellow 
pile. Frontal triangle in <J dusted with yellowish pollen above : 
front m $, & little below the middle, with a triangular patch of 
pale yellow pollen on each side, the apices of the triangles meeting 
or narrowly separated in the median line. A distinpt facial 
tubercle and antenniferous process, the latter somewhat more 
pronounced in the 2 than in the <4 A lunate spot on each side 
of the antenniferous process metal lie-violet. Antennus orange- 
yellow ; 3rd joint oval, arista brown, yellow at the base. Occiput 
black, whitish pollinose, with a fringe of pale hairs. Thorax aud 
scutellum : in 6 metallic bronze-black, clothed with golden pile ; 
in 2 metallic blue-black, clothed with shorter whitish-yellow pile; 
in the <J a sometimes obscure yellowish vertical stripe on th« 
pleura beneath the suture; in the 2 , humeri and a similar vertical 
stripe on the pleura light yellow, the stripe with whitish pile. 
General colour of the abdomen bronze-black with yellow markings; 
clothed with erect and rather long yellowish pile on the sides of 
the first three segments, and elsewhere with appressed pile, bl»ck 
on the black and whitish on the yellow portions; the sides of the 
3rd and 4th segments in the d are so curled rouud ventrally as 
to make the abdomen at the tip appear not more than double the 
width of the 2nd segment at the base ; distal half of the abdomen of 
the 2 spatulate; 1st segment reddish-yellow, brown on the hind 
margin, sometimes wholly brown or bronze-black in the 2nd 
segment bronze in the <$, sometimes reddish on each side at the 
base, with a more or less distinct reddish-yellow transverse band 
on the second sixth from the hind margin; in some specimens 
the 2nd segment is wholly bronze-black in the 6, except the 
posterior fifth, which is dull black ; 2nd segment in the $ metallic 
black, with a reddish-yellow band on the second fifth from the 
hind margin, and sometimes reddish-yellow at ♦ the base; 3rd 
segment in the c? bronze on the basal and dull black on the 
apical third, with a quadrate yellow spot on each side in the 
middle ; 3rd segment in the $ metallic black, with a yellow, some¬ 
what triangular spot on each side in the middle, the apices directed 
outwards, and the bases inclined one towards another and some¬ 
times narrowly meeting in the middle line in front; the posterior 
side of each triangle concave; 4th segment in the c? bronze- 
black, with a quadrate yellow spot on each side at the base, 
occasionally somewhat obscure, but when distinct deeply emargi- 
nate posteriorly, so that each spot shews a sharp angle projecting 
backwards on each side of the median line; 4th segment in the 
2 metallic black, with a yellow longitudinal stripe on each side 
of the median line, starting from the base and running the whole 
length of the segment, and a broader yellow elongated spot 
starting from the base of the yellow stripe on each side and 
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running obliquely outwards so as almost to cut off a basal angle; 
in some specimens the yellow longitudinal stripes become obsolete 
before reaching the hind margin of Ihe segment, and in 6thers 
apparently do not run more than half-way; 5th segment in the 
cf wholly metallic black; genitalia small, metallic black; 5th 
segment in the $ metallic black, with a somewhat confused 
repetition in miniature of the yellow markings on the 4th seg¬ 
ment. Legs yellow; coxae blackish-brown, and a band on the 
outer half of the posterior femora, not reaching to the tips, 
and the distal third of the posterior tibiae, brown; there 
is sometimes an indication of an incomplete brownish ring round 
the middle of the posterior tibiae. Wings in the 3 sharper at the 



Fig. 24.— -Bdcchapulchrifrons, Aust., wing. 

tip and with the terminal portion of the 4th longitudinal vein, 
closing the 1st posterior cell, more oblique than in the $ : suffused 
with brown, usually lighter at the base on the inner side, darker 
in the costal and ^subcostal cells and in the middle, and with the 
stigma and an elongated and not sharply defined spot at the tip, 
above the 3rd vein, dark brown; wings in the $ hyaline, the sub¬ 
costal cell brown, and the stigma and an elongated spot at the tip 
above the 3rd vein, as in the 3 , dark brown; 3rd longitudinal 
vein gently curved; alula) of full size. 

“ Length , 3 10-11^ ; $ 9j-10f millim.” 

Bhowali, W. Himalayas, 5700 ft., vii. 1909 (Imms) ; Darjiling 
District, 5000 ft., iv., v. 1917 (Kemp); Pusa, Bengal, 10.ii. 1906 
(Misra ); 3. viii. 1909; Mormugao, Goa, ix. 1906 (Kemp); Hot 
Wells, Trincomalee, 2. xi.l890(^e 3 of apicenotata), 13.iii.1892 
(type 2 of apicenotata); HeneratagodaandBentota (both Ceylon, 
E. E. Green) ; Cherrapunji, Assam, 4400 ft., 2-8. x. 1914 (Kemp); 
jungle at base of Dawna Hills, l.iii. 1908 (Annandale). The 
species is recorded by de Meijere from Singapore and Java, and 
the British Museum has specimens from various localities in 
Ceylon collected by Col. Yerbury in March, June, July and 
November. 

Austen notes a 3 and $ which may be a variety of this 
species. 

100. Baccha triangulifera, Aust. 

j BacCha triangulifera , Austen, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond. p. 138, 
pi. iv, fig. 5 (full ins. col., 3) (1893). 

Baccha eleqans, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 220 (1915). 

3 $ Head ; “ Front, face and cheeks yellow, with short, pale 
yellow pile; a narrow dark brown median stripe extending a little 
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more than half-way down the face from the antennae. Vertical 
triangle in 6 shining black, very long and narrow, extending 
more than one-third of the distance between the occiput and 
antennae. Front of $ with a brownish triangular spot im¬ 
mediately above the antennaB; very narrow above, metallic black, 
with parallel sides for one-half of its length from the occiput. 
Occiput dull black, pollinose, with a fringe of glistening whitish 
hairs. Antennae orange, 3rd joint bluntly oval; arista brown, 
except the base. Thorax metallic black, finely punctuate, with 
very short silky yellowish pile; humeri, a stripe from them to the 
suture, a vertical stripe on the pleurae in front of the suture, a large 
rounded spot below this stripe, an oblique elongated spot behind 
the base of the wings, and the anterior margin of the scutellum, 
pale yellow. Scutellum, except anterior margin, blackish-brown, 
punctate. Abdomen cylindrical and very narrow from posterior 
half of 1st segment to middle of 3rd, expanding and spatulate 
from thence to the tip ; general colour reddish-brown, clothed 
with short appressed, blackish pile; 2nd segment with fine, 
whitish, erect pile on the sides; a very conspicuous translucent 
yellow spot occupying distal third (rather more in $ ) of the 3rd 
segment, and shaped like an equilateral triangle; 1st segment 
yellow, brown at the tip; 2nd segment reddish-brown, darker at 
the tip, before which is a narrow indistinct lighter band; base of 
3rd segment yellowish, posterior margin brown; 4th segment 
polished dark brown, steely on posterior margin in 6; 5th seg¬ 
ment polished dark brown, with a steely sheen ; external genitalia 
reddish in both sexes, rather prominent in d Legs luteous, 
cox86 blackish brown, posterior femora reddish-brown, yellowish at 
the base; posterior tibiaB pale yellow on basal third, then dark 
brown; 1st joint of posterior tarsi dark brown except at the tip ; 
this and the remaining joints dull yellow. Wings hyaline with a 
brownish tinge along the posterior margin; subcostal cell dark 
brown, and a brownish patch at the distal extremity of the marginal 
and submarginal cells, terminating sharply at the 3rd vein; the 
latter straight; veins dark brown; alulae almost absent. 

“In the shape of the profile of the face and in the venation of 
the wing, this species resembles B. pedicellata , Dol. (according to 
Doleschall’s figure), from Java; but the sharply defined yellow 
triangle on the 3rd abdominal segment distinguishes the species 
from any other known to me. 

“Huldamulla, Ceylon, circa 4000 ft. (Col. Terbury): a pair 
taken in copuld, June 10, 1892.” 

Length , 12J-13 mm. 

As elegant I described the species from Sukna, base of Dar¬ 
jiling Hills, 500 ft., 1 & 2. vii. 1908, including type ; and from 
jungle at base of Dawna Hills, l.iii. 1908 (both Annandale). 
Other specimens are from Kollur Ghat, S. Kanara District, 
3000 ft., 18-21. ix. 1913; Eungpo, Sikkim, 1400 ft., 6. ix. 1909. 
The latter specimen has the face wholly pale, but is no doubt 
conspecific with the rest. None of the specimens seen by me have 
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the hind margins of the wings brownish-tinged, as stated by 
Major Austen. 

Types in British Museum. 

101. Baccha amphithoe, Walk. (PI. Ill, fig. 12.) 

Baccha amphithoe, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 549 (1849). 

Baccha Jiavopunctata } Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 165, pi. vi, 
figs. 6, 6 (1913); id., op. cit. xi, p. 219. 

d 2 • Head : vertex and frons shining metallic black, a little 
yellow on low6r part of frons at sides bearing yellow dust; in $ , 
an indistinct narrow median liile on frons. Antennae orange- 
yellow, antennal prominence hardly noticeable. Face and cheeks 
yellow, a clear-cut black or blue-back stripe on face from antennae 
to mouth ; a small tubercle on face : below mouth-opening shining 
steel-colour. Occiput dark grey- or yellow-pollinose, with short 
whitish-yellow fringe on margins. Thorax dark aeneous to metallic- 
black, with short golden-yellow pile; yellow calli on humeri, an 
oblongone thence to suture; a perpendicular oblong stripe on meso- 
pleura; a round spot just below it on sternopleura, a long oblique 
spot behind wings, with a small round spot contiguous to its lower 



Fig. 25.— Baccha amphithoe , Walk., abdomen. 

end. Scutellum yellowish, brownish in middle, with some grey 
pubescence. Abdomen: 1st segment pale yellow; 2nd very 
narrowed, pale brown, with a yellowish band before hind margin ; 
3rd yellowish at base with a reddisb-brown triangular patch oa 
t-ach side margin, more distinct in $ , and reaching hind margin, 
which latter bears a sharply defined blackish band; middle of 
segment yellowish; 4th segment yellowish ; basal angles, sides 
and a large, rather triangular spot resting on hind margin, black ; 
the sides of this segment are addicted to curling under the belly; 
5th segment with a blackish median basal spot, indistinct in d . 
Venter more or less as dorsum. Legs: coxae black ; anterior legs 
(except coxae) wholly bright yellow down to tHs of tarsi; a 
broad median band on hind femora, and the apical half of hind 



BACCHA.—HHINOBACCHA. 


127 


tibiae, dark brown or black; upper side oE.hind metatarsus rich 
dark golden-brown, the colour more or less extending to the 
under side, which is covered with golden-brown hair; remainder of 
bind tarsi orange-yellow. Wings clear grey; subcostal cell 
blackish, costal cell and about the basal half of the marginal cell 
brownish, and the costa from the end of the stigma to the tip of the 
3rd vein, narrowly and distinctly black suffused. Halteres yellow. 

Length , 9-11 mm. 



Fig. 26.— Baccha amphithoe, Walk., wing. 

The above is the amalgamation of my description of flavo - 
punctata (built up on a single $ in the Indian Museum from 
Dibrugarh, Assam, 17-19. xi. 1911 (Kemp)) with Austen’s descrip¬ 
tion of Walker’s amphithoe , with which species my species is, as 
proved by examination, identical. Walker described the species 
from a single headless specimen in the British Museum from Moul- 
mein; whereas Austen’s re-description is from several of both sexes. 
Sibpur, Bengal, 4. iv. 1913 (Gravely); Calcutta (Gravely) ; Sukna, 
Rungpo, Sikkim, 6. ix. 1909; Cherrapunji, Assam, 4400 ft., 
2-8 x. 1914 (Kemp); Moulmein (Yerbury) ; Kanthalai, 8. iii. 1892; 
Kottawa, 21. iv. 1892; Trincomalee ; Galle (all Ceylon, Yerbury). 
I surmise that pedicellata, Dol., t /espceformis, Dol., and gratiosa , 
Big., are closely allied to amphithoe. 

Genus RHINOBACCHA, de Meij. 

Rhinobaccha , de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 315 1908). 

Genottpb, R. gracilis , de Meij.; t. c. p. 316, $, pi. viii, 

fig. 38, head (profile). 

Body narrow. Eyes bare; in not conspicuous, a little 
wider apart in $; antennee short, 3rd joint rather longer than 
broad, arista bafe. Epistome produced downward into a long 
snout as in Rhingia ; proboscis long, about 1^ times height of 
head in the type-species. Abdomen narrow, only a little broader 
at tip. Hind femora not thickened, not spinose. Wings narrow, 
alulas rudimentary ; cross-veins bent towards the wing-tip, nearly 
parallel to the wing-border. 

This genus possesses some of the characters of Rhingia , Baccha 
and Sphegina : the epistome of the first, the venation of the second 
and the rudimentary alula of the third, and it has the basally 
narrowed abdomen common to the two latter. From Ocyptamus , 
Spathiogaster and Boros it is distinctly differentiated by the 
prominent epistoma. 

Range. Ceylon, India; 22. gracilis being the only species 
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102. Rhinobaccha gracilis, de Meij. 

Rhinobaccha gracilis , de Meijere, Tijd. v. Rot. li, p. 315 (1908) ; 

Brunetti, B«c. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 225 (1915). 

cJ 2 • Head : frons in c$ rather narrower than in $, shining 
black, only at sides narrowly yellow. Antennas short, 3rd joint 
rather longer than broad, oval, darkened on apical half, in <J 1st 
joint darkened on inner side. Epistome yellow, with a very broad 
shining black longitudinal stripe above, which is a continuation of 
the frontal stripe; towards hind corners of eyes, face black 
for a considerable space. Thorax shining black ; humeral calli 
and a callus-like stripe from thence to wing-base, sulphur-yellow. 
Scutellum black, anterior margin with a faint yellowish-white 
border; the bristly hairs on hind border black. Sides of thorax 
shining black, a yellow spot behind wing-base. Abdomen long 
and t narrow, linear, shining black; 1st and 4th segments with 



Fig. 27. —Rhinobaccha gracilis, de Meij., head in profile. 

oblique narrow yellow spots, which nearly or quite reach side 
border; base of abdomen with some long yellowish-white pubes¬ 
cence. Legs yellow; hind tibiae and tarsi blackish-brown, also 
the hind femora are darker on upper side; middle tibiae below 
with a fringe of long yellow hairs. Wings rather brownish, long 
and narrow; stigma dark brown; halteres yellowish-brown. 

Length , 6 mm. 

The description is a translation of de Meijere’s. The species 
was described from a single 6 and $ from Pattipola, Ceylon, 
2000 metres (Biro), in the Hungarian Museum. The Indian 
Museum has a specimen from the same locality as the type, 
3. vii. 1910. 
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Genus RHINGTA, Scop. 

Bhingia , Scopoli, Ent. Cam. p. 358 (1763); Brunetti, Rec. lad. 

Mus. ii, p. 57, notes and table of Oriental spp. (1908). 

Rhyngia, Rond&ni, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 171 (1857). 

Gbnottpr, Conops rostrata , L.; by original designation. 

Head slightly broader than thorax, often somewhat flattened in 
front: eyes bare, closely contiguous in d for some distance, 
separated by a moderately broad frons in • Face descending 
perpendicularly from below antennte, the central and lower part 
produced into a long conical snout; antennas normal, 3rd joint 
elongate, arista practically bare. Thorax subquadrate; densely 
pubescent but often not conspicuously so; scutellum rather 
robust, nearly semicircular, clothed as thorax, often yellowish. 
Abdomen about as broad as thorax, shortly oval. Legs simple. 
Wings as in Syrphus t 3rd vein with a few hairs along base. 

Life-history. The early stages are said to be passed in cow-dung 

Range. Europe, Japan, Orient, West and South Africa, North 
America. 

A very conspicuous, natural group of species, easily recognised 
by the long snout. They frequent flowers and sunny spots in 
woods, and are given to hovering over paths and under trees, 
especially the males. Nearly always of brown colour with black 
markings, or blackish with brown or orange markings, but a few 
African species are brilliant blue. 


Table of Species. 


1. Pleurae wholly brownish-orange (scuteliar 

hind border with a row of erect black 
bristly hairs) 

Pleurae greenish-grey or aeneous-grey, never 
yellowish. 

2. Scutellum wholly with soft long yellow 

pubescence, no bristly black hairs on hind 
border ... .. . ..... .. 

Scutellum with yellow hairs on disc and a 
conspicuous row of erect black bristly hairs 

on hind margin. 

3 (a). Second, 3rd and 4th abdominal segments 
mainly black: a pair of distinct oblong 
spots in middle of side margin of each, 
all subequal, their inner ends well 

separated . 

(d). Second, 3rd and 4th abdominal segments 
mainly yellowish, with black elongate 
spots towards each side on hind margin, 
(c). Third and 4th abdominal segments 
slightly shining, dull olive-green, the 
colour extending to hind corners of 2nd 
segment; hind margins of 2nd, 3rd and 
4th segments distinctly but very nar¬ 
rowly shining black, uninterrupted 


cincta f de Meij., p. 130. 

2 . 


binotata, Brun., p. 131. 


3. 


[p. 131. 

sexmaculata, Brun., 


laticinctajirxxn., p. 132. 


[p. 133. 

angusticincta , Brun., 

K 
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(d). Third and 4th abdominal segments a little 
shining, greenish-aeneous; hind corners 
of 2nd segment hlack; hind margin 
indefinitely blackish ; 3rd segment 
with distinct, broad blackish margin, 

not conspicuous; 4th segment with [p. 134. 

indistinct black hind margin. semtcinerea, sp. n., 

103. Rhingia cincta, de Meij. (PI. Ill, fig. 13.) 

JRhingia cincta , deMeijere, Bijd. tot Dierk. xviii, p. 101 (1904). 

d $. Head in 3 with bare eyes, closely contiguous for the 
whole distance from the small vertical triangle to the equally 
small frontal one; former black, with ruby-red ocelli and long 
brown hairs curved forward; latter orange-brown with a little 
paler dust: face and lower part of head orange-brown, the snout 
projecting forwards a distance equal to the width of the eye seen 
in profile, shining, bare. Antennae and arista brownish-orange, 
latter bare. Occiput grey, lower part orange-brown, both with a 
little very short marginal pale pubescence. Frons in $ just 
perceptibly broader below thau above, flush with eyes, about one- 
fifth of head at level of antennae, blackish, with pale yellowish- 
grey dust. Thorax brownish-orange ; dorsum olive-grey except 
side margins, the grey colour outlined on each side by a longitudinal 
black stripe of moderate width ; a pair of median, similar, rather 
narrowly separated stripes, often united on anterior margin. 
Pubescence of dorsum brownish-yellow, some small black bristles 
or bristly hairs in front of wing and on posterior calli. Pleurae 
with a little yellowish-grey tomentum and pale yellow soft 
pubescence. Scutellum orange-brown with soft black pubescence, 
hind margin with a row of erect black bristly hairs and a fringe of 
dependent yellow hairs. Abdomen mainly black ; 1st segment, and 
the 2nd anteriorly at sides, orange, more or less broadly a little 
darker on anterior margin; sometimes a narrow black median stripe 
on 1st segment.; 3rd segment in $ black, with an elongate dull 
orange spot at middle of each side margin ; in $ the spots joined, 
forming a narrow band across centre of segment, much broadened 
at side margins (in one $ this segment is all shining black): 4th 
segment practically wholly black. Pubescence of abdomen yellow 
on pale parts and black on remainder. Venter more or less 
brownish-orange, blackish towards sides and tip. Legs orange with 
pale yellow pubescence except for a little very short black bristly 
pubescence on hind tibiae, which latter are a little brownish, and 
the usual microscopic black bristles on upper side of tarsi. Wings 
pale yellowish, stigma barely darker; halteres brownish-orange. 

Length, 9-10£ mm. to tip of snout. 

Redescribed from a 6 from Darjiling, 12. viii. 1909 (Dr. JenJrins) ; 
and some 2 2 from Kurseong, Darjiling District ( Annandale ), 
4. vii.1908, 13-16. vii. 1907 ; above Tura, Assam, 15. vii.-oO- viii. 
1917 (Kemp) ; all in the Indian Museum in good condition. 
Originally described from Java. 
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104. Ehingia binotata, Brun. (PI. HI, fig. 14.) 

Rhinyia binotata , Bruuetti, Rec. Ind Mus. ii, p. 59, (1908); 

id., op. cit. viii, p. 166, £ (1913); xi, p. 226 (1915). 

$ . Head : frous and upper part of snout deep black; lower 
part of both face and snout tawny-yellow. Antennae brownish- 
red. Vertex very small, with a few black hairs ; short yellow 
hairs behind the head above, and rather close whitish hair on lower 
port; proboscis black. Frons in one-fifth of head, dark grey, 
uniformly wide. Thorax yellowish-grey, with four rather indistiuct, 
slightly darker, dorsal stripes; the two outer ones wide, and inter¬ 
rupted at the suture ; the two inner ones very narrow and close 
together. Dorsum with rather thick, short bright yellow hair; sides 
of thorax cinereous-grey, darker posteriorly, some yellow hair just 
below wings ; scutellum bright tawny, dorsum bare, a fringe of 
short yellow hairs at base, and a fringe dependent from posterior 
margin, on which margin is set another fringe of long yellow hairs, 
projected posteriorly; by which character this species differs from 
all the others. In , thorax grey and general pubescence in this 
sex grey instead of yellow. Abdomen aeneous-black, covered with 
thick, short, bright yellow hair ; the 1st segment appears pale, and 
on the 2nd on each side, towards the base* i? a lateral, oval, pale 
yellow spot. Leys orange-yellow, basal half of all femora black; 
the femora with soft yellow hair, tho rest of the legs practically 
bare. Wings yellowish-grey, slightly darker in front; stigma 
pale yellowish-brown ; halteres yellowish-brown. 

Length, 9 mm. 

Described from one <$ in perfect condition, captured by me at 
Darjiling, 13. x. J905. In my collection. A second j comes 
from Kurseong, 3. vii. 1908 ( Annandale ). The 5 subsequently 
received at tho Indian Museum from the bauks of the Siyom 
River, near Tekshi, 3. ii. 1912, taken on the Abor Expedition. A 
fourth specimen from Darjiling, 1908. 


105. Rhingia sexmacul&ta, Bnm. (PI. Ill, fig. 15.) 

Ithingia sexmaculata , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 166 (1913). 

$ Head : frous rather more than one-fourth the width of the 
head, just perceptibly narrower at vertex; ground-colour aeneous, 
dusted with brownish-yellow, with short, comparatively fine 
black hairs; ocelli red, distinct, placed on au impressed triangle; 
face immediately below antennae concolorous, snout orange, 
comparatively short, being only as long as the lateral width of the 
eyes; haustellum blackish, mouth-parts brownish-yellow. Antennal 
protuberance of moderate size, concolorous with frons; antennae 
wholly orange, upper margin and tip of 3rd joint very narrowly 
brownish, arista black. Thorax', ground-colour aeneous, dusted 
with brownish-yellow; two narrow, closely approximated median 
lighter stripes, and an outer under stripe on each side, none of the 

k 2 
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stripes very obvious;, scutellum conoolorous, hind margin very 
narrowly brownish-yellow ; dorsum with a few short black hairs; 
sides of thorax concolorous, a little pale yellow hair about pleurae 
and base of wings. Abdomen blackish, 1st segment pale whitish- 
yellow except for the dark posterior corners; 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
segments each with a pair of well separated oblong yellowish spots 
(about as wide as one-third the length of the segment), placed 
towards but not on the anterior margin, their extremities attaining 
the lateral margins of the segments ; a little yellowish hair af tbe 
sides of the abdomen, basally ; venter blackish. Legs brownisli- 
yellow; coxse ‘and extreme base of fenrora black; tips of tarsi a 
little brown ; femora with a very little pale hair. Wings clear 
yellowish-grey; stigmatic region of subcostal cell yellowish; 
tegulae brown with yellow fringe; halteres brownish-yellow. 

Lengthy 8mm. 

Described from one 9 in the Indian Museum from Dibrugarh, 
Assam, 17. xi. 1911 (Kemp). 

106. Rhingia laticincta, Bi'un. 

Rhingia laticincta, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 58 (1909); i, 
pi. xi, fig. 7, abdomen (1907). 

& $ Head : snout tawny; lower part of head shining grey ; 
antennae tawny eyes quite contiguous as far as vertex ; irons in 
9 of about the usual width in the genus, cinereous-grey. Thorax 
cinereous-grey, with aeneous reflections and soft black and grey 
hair; four blackish longitudinal stripes, not always very distinct, 
the two outer ones interrupted at the suture, the two inner ones 
close together on the front, diverging widely posteriorly, where 



Fig. 28 a .—Rhingia laticincta, Brun., typical form <3 9 > abdomen. 


they become diffused and meet the ends of the outer pair just in 
front of the scutellum. Scutellum unicolorous, similarly haired, a 
row of stiff black hairs on posterior edge, from which a .fringe of 
soft pale yellow hair hangs down. Abdomen bright tawny, with 
soft yellow hair, thickest at the base on the sides; 1st segment 
very narrowly black-edged, 2nd, 3rd and 4th with a broad black 
band on posterior border, interrupted in the centre in front, but 
contiuuous on the extreme edge of the segment; a vertical long 
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black spot on the dorsum of each segment forms a sort of longi¬ 
tudinal dorsal stripe. Venter tawny-brown. Legs all pole tawny, 
all femora black at base, an indistinct blackish wide ring round 
centre of bind tibias; tarsi darker. In $>, femora nearly all pale 
and the ring on the hind tibiao less distinct. Wings pale grey, 
stigma yellowish. 

Length , 7-9 mm. 

Described from the type 3 , Darjiling District, 9000-12,000 ft. 
( BurkiU); the type $, Mussoorie, both in the Indian Museum, and 
a <f and 2 in my own collection. Simla ( Annandale ); viii., 
ix. 1898 (Nurse ); Phagu (Annandale , Kemp); Kurseoug, 4700- 
5000 ft. 

Var. fasciata, Bruit, 

Rhingia laticincta var. fasciata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mas. ii, p. 58 
(1908); i, pi. xi, fig. 8, abdomen (1907). 

3 5 What I take to be a variety of laticincta differs by the 
abdominal bands being reduced to semi-circular spots, placed on 
the posterior borders of the segments and joined by a very narrow 
line on the extreme edge. The legs in the <3 are paler, and shew 
only very slight traces of black at the base of the femora; in the 
$ they are wholly pale, almost livid, with only the faintest 



Fig. 286 .—Rhingia laticincta , Brun., var. 3 $. abdomen. 

indication of a dnrk band on the hind tibiae. Another point of 
difference is that the pubescence on the thorax is much shorter, 
and almost absent on the posterior part, and the vscutelluin is 
practically bare, except for some long hairs towards the tip. 

1 have four specimens ( 6 6 2 $ ) taken by myself at Darjiling 
(7000 feet), 10-15. x. 1905, and am not at all sure that it is not 
specifically distinct, for which reason 1 have given it a name. In 
my collection 

107 Rhingia angusticincta, Brun. (PI. Ill, fig. 16.) 

Rhingia angusticincta , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 59 (1908). 

3 $ This species resembles laticincta, the points of difference 
being as follows: the snout is distiuctly shorter; the abdominal 
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transverse bands are extremely narrow, and not interrupted, this 
being the main, but a constant difference. 

Length , 8 mm. (without snout). 

Described from the type <3 from between Kufri and Simla, 
7000 ft., 4. vii. 1907, and the type 2 from Theog, 27. iv. 1907 (both 
Annandale). A third specimen from Darjiling District, 9000- 
12,000 ft. ( BurJcill ): this latter Has a darker thorax and all the 
tibiae have a distinct broad black ring. I have seen a specimen 
from Dungagali, 21-24. v. 1915 {Fletcher). 

108. Khingia semicinerea, sp. nov. 

<3 Head : vertex small, black, with a few black hairs; frons 
blackish above with grey dust towards sides, gradually changing in 
colour to the brownish-orange of lower frons and orange of face 
and snout; latter projecting horizontally as far as width of eyes in 
profile. AntennaB and arista orange. Lower part of head aeneous- 
black ; occiput with close grey dust; short black bristly hairs on 
upper, and softer pale hairs on lower, margin. Thorax wholly 
dull green-seneous, with brownish-yellow pubescence and distinct 
traces, seen from behind, of a pair of moderately broad greyish 
dust-stripes, rather close together but visible on anterior part of 
dorsum only; humeri brownish-orange; a little grey dust in 
humeral region; seutellum concolorous, with yellowish hairs on 
dorsum and a fringe of them dependent from hind margin, which 
latter is narrowly orange, bearing black bristles. Abdomen: 1st 
and 2nd segments mainly orange, both with very narrow black 
hind margins; 2nd with also a narrow median stripe and a large 
black spot on each side on hind margin; 3rd and 4th greenish- 
black, hind margin of 3rd broadly blackish, of 4th indistinctly 
blackish with a slight aeneous tinge; remainder, with venter, 
greenish-black, latter yellowish at base. Legs brownish-orange 
with pale pubescence; Jiind tibiae a little brownish about the middle. 
Wings, squamae and halteres yellowish. 

Length , 10 mm. from tip of snout to tip of abdomen. 

Described from a single 3 in tolerably good condition, in 
Indian Museum, from Naini Tal, June 1893, received from the 
Lucknow Museum. 


Subfamily VOLUCELLIN.E. 

Antenna; moderately long, and even if elongate, mainly pendent, 
arista normally conspicuously plumose *; face very considerably 
produced into a blunt or more conical snout, sometimes ( Lycastris ) 
of considerable length. Body usually robust, not linear or 
attenuated. Legs simple. Wings with marginal cell closed or open ; 


* Bare, or nearly so in some species of Graptomyza. 
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3rd vein not looped downward into 1st posterior cell; 4th vein 
distinctly recurrent at tip, ending some distance from wing-border; 
anterior cross-vein before middle of discal cell. 

The VolucellinjE are large, handsome flies with the appearance 
of bees or wasps. Their larvae feed on the dead or diseased larvae 
and pupae in the nests of social Hymenoptera. One common 
European species, Volucella bombylans, L., perfectly mimics two 
common humble bees ( Bombus ) of quite different appearance, and 
occasional specimens resemble other species of Bombus*. 

The group is essentially a tropical one, the species of the Bast 
being even surpassed in size by those of Central America and the 
adjacent regions. The subfamily seems to be a natural one. In 
one genus {Graptomyza) the spurious vein is absent, an almost 
unique instance in the family, and some authors have desired to 
remove the genus on that account, but its natural position is 
undoubtedly here. 


Table of Genera, 

Marginal cell closed (vena spuria present; 

4th vein strongly recurrent at tip) 

Marginal cell open. 

Vena spuria absent; apical portion of 4th 
vein strongly divergent from wing-border; 
body short, stout, abdomen rounded or 
shortly ovate . 

Vena spuria present; apical portion of 4th 
vein mainly parallel with wing-border, but 
just appreciably recurrent at tip; body 
more elongate; whole facies like that of 
Chilosia . . 


[p. 144. 

Volucella, Geoffr., 


Gbaptomyza, 


[p . 135. 
Wied., 


Endoiasimyia, 



Genus GRAPTOMYZA, Wied. 

Graptomyza, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 206 (1830). 

Genotype, G. ventralis, Wied., the first species; by present 
designation. 

Head os broad as or broader than thorax, transverse; epistome 
produced as a conspicuous snout, projecting diagonally down¬ 
wards, varying in length in different species; proboscis elongate, 
thin, bifid at tip. Antennae with 1st and 2nd joints small, 3rd 
very elongate, three or four times longer than deep, porrect or 
somewhat drooping, compressed, arista practically or absolutely 
bare or conspicuously plumose. Thorax short, subquadrate with 
rounded corners ; humeri with posterior calli generally very dis¬ 
tinct, softly pubescent but with a distinct cha&totaxy, generally 
consisting of one or two presutural bristles, three supra-alar or 
post-alar, two or three on posterior calli, two notopleural and a 
row on hind margin of dorsum; also scutellum with side margin 


* The several species and varieties of Volucella are not, however, always 
found in the nests of the particular species of Hymenoptera which they respec¬ 
tively resemble. See Lundbeck, Dipt. Danica, v, p. 400 (1916). 
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bearing strong bristles, or with a general row of numerous bristles 
On hind margin, this system apparently slightly varying witji the 
species. Abdomen shortly oval or a little narrowed at tip, very 
arched, thick, softly pubescent. Legs comparatively short and 
weak, never incrassated nor in any way armed. Wings of normal 
size, but venation unique in the whole familv owing to absence of 



Pig. 29 .—Grapiomyza brevirostris, Wied., $ . 


the “ spurious vein ”; 3rd and 4th longitudinal veins bent sharply 
upwards towards tips, generally at a' right or acute angle, the 
apical section nearly or quite straight. Anal angle of wing and 
alulse well developed ; squamae of normal size, with fringes. 

Mange. The Orient; also one specie's each from Sierra Leone, 
East Africa, and Natal. De Meijere gives a table of seven 
Oriental species, with notes. 


Table of Species . 


1. Arista hare or practically so 
Arista conspicuously plumose 

2. Wings marked . 

Wings unmarked. 

3. Band on 2nd and 3rd abdominal seg¬ 

ments in the form of a hind marginal 
belt, slightly narrowing towards sides, 
with anterior edge extended forward in 
middle and towards (hut not actually at) 
side margins, thus forming three obtuse 

triangles.. 

Band on 2nd, 3rd and 4th abdominal seg¬ 
ments in the form of a hind marginal 
belt, slightly narrowed towards sides, 
and with a short median linear stripe 
connecting it with front border of seg¬ 
ment .... 

4. Wings marked . 

Wings unmarked 


2 . 

4. 

3. 

Jlavonotata , Bruu., p. 137. 


brevirostris, Wied., p. 138. 


tinctovittata, Brun., p. 139. 
longirostris, Wied., p. 140. 
5 . 
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5. Third and4th abdominal segments all black 

except dull orange towards extreme side 
margins; coxse black .. .. 

Second, 3rd and 4tb abdominal segments 
narrowly black on extreme side mar¬ 
gins ; rest of ground-colour of dorsum 
yellowish, with a large transverse spot 
(centralis ), or two large spots («e.r- 
notata), on 2nd segment, and a pair of 
large spots on 3rd and 4th, all these 
spots filling a considerable part of the 
surface, especially in ventralis ; coxse 
yellowish . ... 

6. Spots on 2nd,. 3rd and 4th segments well 

separated ... 

Spots on 2nd segment united as one large 
one; those on 3rd and 4th segments 
practically filling dorsum except for the 
narrow black side margins and a narrow 
longitudinal space between them; emar- 
ginations of 3rd and 4th, also of 4th 
and 5th, segments pale. . 


[p. 141. 

angustimarginata , sp. n., 


6 . 

sexnotata , Brun., p. 142. 


ventralis, Wied., var. 
nigripes , Brun., p. 143. 


109. Gr&ptomyza flavonotata, Brun . (PI. Ill, fig, 18.) 

Gfraptomgzaflavonotata f Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xiii, p. 86 (1917). 

<j>. Head wholly lemon-yellow, sparsely beset with short pole 

hairs ; Irons and face with parallel sides just over £ of head in 

width ; vertical triangle black, ocelli red; epistorae about half as 

long as height of eyes, with a few black stiff hairs at tip; proboscis 

brownish-yellow, black towards tip. Antennae with first two 

joints dark brown, bristly, upper half of 3rd joint dark brown, 

lower half brownish, yellow arista microscopically pubescent; 

antennal prominence shining brownish-yellow w'ith some stiff 

black hairs. Thorax leroon-vellow; whole dorsum from anterior 

• 

to posterior margin, but leaving fairly broad side margins, shining 
black, with rather dense short pale yellow pubescence ; two small 
oval well separated lemon-coloured spots on hind margin, placed 
longitudinally. Scutellum yellow, with a slightly brownish tinge 
and a marginal fringe of long stiff pale bristly hairs. Sides of 
thorax black ; an inverted pear-shaped lemon-yellow spot of con¬ 
siderable size on sternopleura, with two smaller oval ones placed 
longitudinally lower down, one under the. larger spot, the other 
below the wing-base ; a round pale yellow spot on the propleura. 
Bristles all very weak, yellow', apparently some may be absent; 
only one notopleural; three side marginal, black, on scutellum 
as in tinctovittata. Abdomen brownish-yellow, darker brown on 
apical half; 2nd segment with three black spots on hind margin, 
the outer two oval, placed longitudinally and clear of the 
side margin, the middle one roughly triangular, the apex point¬ 
ing forward ; 3rd segment with two similar oval side- 
spots, the oval middle one placed nearly on anterior margin; 
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4th segment with a pair of oval side-spots considerably obscured 
by the brownish ground-colour; whole abdomen minutely pale 
pubescent. Legs lemon-yellow, bind coxae and tips of tarsi 
blackish ; tip of hind femora broadly, and hind tibiae and tarsi 
wholly, black. The minute pubescence is yellow and black respec¬ 
tively, agreeing with that of the ground-colour. Wings almost 
clear, stigma pale brown; halteres lemon-yellow. 

Length, 3^ mm. 

Described from a single specimen in the Indian Museum, taken 
between Kufri and Phagu, Simla District, 21. v. 1916 ( Annanclale 
4' Kemp). 

110. Graptomyza brevirostris, Wied. 

Graptomyza hrevirosti'is , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 209 
(1830;; de Mejjere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 277 (1908). 

$ Head : frons and face jointly very gradually narrowing 
from vertex to snout, at no place quite ^ of the head, both 
yellow; frons with a. large oblong black spot leaving only side 
margins narrowly yellow; a short narrow stripe connecting it 
with vertex; a broad black stripe, filling fully middle third of 
face, from base of antennae to tip of the comparatively short 
snout, which is from half to two-thirds as long as height of eyes; 
cheeks black but hind corners of lower part of head yellow. Eyes 
microscopically pubescent. Antennae black, 3rd joint dull orange 
below, sometimes all black; arista bare, orange, tip blackish. 
Occiput black, margin nearly bare; pubescence of head yellow, 
short. Thorax shining blackish ; sides of dorsum, hind margin, 
humeri and a small contiguous spot on inner side of them, a small 
isolated spot below each humerus, posterior calli, and a short 
vertical broad stripe on mesopleura, yellow. Pubescence short, 
whitish ; scufellum black, hind margin more or less brownish, 
with long upcurved black bristles; chaetotaxy normal. Abdomen 
qrange-yellow; 2nd segment with a broad black- band on hind 
margin, extending forward in middle and towards sides, but clear 
of side margins, in the shape of three blunt triangles nearly 
attaining front margin of segment, the colour extending along 
the extreme side margins of segments 3 and 4 almost to tip of 
abdomen ; 3rd segment with a similar cross-band to that of 2nd, 
but the band is emarginate in centre of hinder side, thus forming 
a rather large yellow triangle; 4th segment with three longitudinal 
elongate black spots, the median one nearly attaining front 
margin, the outer ones foreshortened, all of them nearly reaching 
hind margin and well separated from one another and from the 
black extreme side margin of segment. Venter practically all 
yellowish; pubescence of abdomen whitish. Legs all yellow; 
coxae, apical half of hind femora and all hind tibiae black. Wings 
pale grey; stigma smoky-black, small but moderately distinct; 
there is a small similarly shaped spot in the cell below', this spot 
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and the stigma forming together a short brond stripe; a longer 
dark brown stripe from near tip of 2nd vein extending hindwarde, 
embracing outer side of discal cell and ending on hind margin of 
wing; a short third stripe from tip of 3i*d vein passing along 
outer side of the closed 1st posterior cell, reaching 4th vein. 
Halteres orange. 

Length , 6 mm. 

Redescribed from two $ $ in the Indian Museum. Nilgiri Hills, 
3500 ft., v. 1910 (H. L. Andrewes) : Ceylon; Bank of Dihong 
River, Botung, 1400 ft., 25. xii. 1911 {Kemp) ; Tavoy, Tenasserim, 
xii. 1897 ( Bingham ); Taungoo, Lower Burma, v. 1918 {Bingham) \ 
Singapore {Ridley). Described by Wiedemann from Wester- 
rnaun’s collection, from lava; also recorded from the Nicobarg. 

The abdominal black bauds vary from a practically linear band 
(with a slight subtriangular projection on the anterior margin) on 
the hind margins of 2nd and 3rd segments, to a band of which 
the anterior margin forms three conspicuous curves which nearly 
touch the front margin of the segment. The band on the 4th 
segment is similar to that on the 3rd, but the middle curve is 
truncate anteriorly instead of bluntly conical as on 2nd segment. 
The markings of the 4th segment are pretty constant in all the 
varieties, consisting of a median and two side stripes all black, of 
moderate width and reaching from about anterior to hind margin. 

111. Graptomyxa tinctovittata, Brun. 

Graptomyza tinctovittata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 227, 
pi. xiii, fig. 10, wing (1915). 

2 ldead pale lemon-yellow; face with a shining brown median 
stripe from antennae to mouth-border; snout about half as long 
as height of eyes; proboscis short. Occiput black, the colour 
encroaching narrowly on the vertex. Frons with a very large 
subquadrate, blackish-brown, moderately shining spot, which 
occupies nearly all the surface, not contiguous to the eyes, but 
extending downwards to the root of the antennae; this square 
spot joined to the vertex bv a short, broad stripe embracing 
the ocelli. Eyes sparsely and microscopically hairy. AnteunaB 
brownish-yellow, upper side a little brownish, arista bare. Thorax 
shining black, with short yellowish-grey pubescence; side margins 
and posterior margin of dorsum narrowly pale yellow. Shoulders 
with a yellow callus, and there is an elongate perpendicular 
yellow spot on the mesopleura, just before the wing and united 
to the yellow margin of the thorax. Scutellum shining black. 
Presutural bristle apparently absent, also hind marginal dorsal 
ones, but some longer, stiff yellow hairs there; notopleural 
bristles rather wider apart than usual; scutellum with three side 
marginal, the last one nearly apical; all the bristles black. 
Abdomen bright yellow, 2nd segment with a broad black band on 
posterior border, widest in the middle, where it extends nearly to 
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the apex of the short and very narrow 1st segment. A similar 
band on 3rd segment, rest of abdomen black. Venter yellow, 
with a few blackish marks. Legs wholly yellow, except the hind 
coxse rather obscure, a broad dark brown band on bind femora 
leaving the knees narrowly pale, and hind tibiae blackish-brown, 
with base and tips narrowly yellow 7 . Wings very pale grey; a 
brownish very short stripe from tip of auxiliary vein to 2 nd 
longitudinal vein, a second stripe from tip of 1 st vein to (and 
indistinctly including) the upturned end of lower branch of 4th 



Fig. 30.— Graptomyza tinetovittata, Brun., wing. 

vein, and a third stripe from tip of 2 nd vein to, and including, 
the upturned end of upper branch of 4th vein; all these stripes 
being narrow and indistinct yet perfectly obvious. The closed 
anal cell very slightly infuscated at tip. Halteres brownish- 
yellow. 

Length , 3 mm. 

Described from one specimen in the Indian Museum, sex 
uncertain but probably $, from Sukna, base of Darjiling Hills, 
5C0 ft., 1. vii. 1908 ( Annanclale ). 

112. Graptomyza longirostris, Wicd. 

Graptomyza longirostris , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 208 
(1830); Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 63, tig. abd. normal; 
abd. var. 12 -notata, mihi (1908); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, 
p. 277 (1908). 

$ Head orange-yellow; frons and face of uniform width, 
being 3 of head ; frons black except at sides, with a little yellow 
pubescence; a black median stripe from base of antennae, and a 
short one on each side of epistome, but none of them reaching 
tip of snout; this latter longer than height of eyes, proboscis 
nearly twice as long as snout, conspicuously bifid at tip; pro¬ 
boscis black. Antennae brownish-orange, upper half of 3rd joint 
black ; arista orange, plumose. Thorax orange-yellow ; dorsum 
with a large black subquadrate spot filling greater part of surface, 
sometimes broadly reaching hind margin, with a short median 
black stripe in front joining the spot to anterior margin ; 
the yellow of the side stripe runs narrowly along suture for 
a short distance on each side. Pleur® about equally black 
and yellow, the area below humeri, and a very large triangular 
spot on mesopleura, yellow; the spot contiguous to base of wing 
and reaching posterior calli. Scutellum dull yellowish, a little 
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brownish in middle; three or more black supra-alar bristles, 
1 postalar, 2 on posterior calli, 2 notopleural, and a row ot long 
black bristles or bristly hairs along hind margin; similar bristles 
on hind margin of scotellum. Abdomen yellow; side margins 
narrowly black, and four longitudinal black stripes of about equal 
width, the median two rather closer together; all these stripes 
run from anterior margin of 2nd segment to tip of abdomen, and 
are unbroken in the typical form, but in the 12 -notata variety 



Fig. 31a.— Graptomyza longirostris , Fig. 316.— Graptomyza longirostHs, 

Wied., abdomen. Wied., var. 12 -notata, JBrun., 

abdomen. 

they are interrupted at margins of segments, thus forming twelve 
elongate spots placed longitudinally in four rows of three in 
each ; varying considerably in individuals in the matter of width. 
Leg* orange-yellow; femora and fore tibiae broadly brown in 
middle; hind tibiae almost wholly brown; tips of tarsi brown. 
Winy* pale grey ; stigma yellowish ; wing-margin a little smoky 
from stigma to tip; outer side of 1 st posterior cell narrowly 
suffused; lmlteres orange. 

Length , 7-7£ mui. 

Described from a typical example from the Tenasserim Valley 
(Doherty) and another from Batavia, x. 1907 (Jacobson) ; also 
from the type-specimen of my var. YZ-notata from Sadiya, Assam, 
all in the Indian Museum. The species occurs in Sumatra, and the 
British Museum possesses a good series from Singapore (Ridley). 

Described by Wiedemann from Westermann’s collection, from 
Java. 

113. Graptomyza angustimarginata, sp. nov. (PI. Ill, fig. 19.) 

<j> . Head : frons and face of uniform width, between | and | 
of head, with short yellow pubescence. Antennae brown, upper 
part of the long 3rd joint black, arista black, brown at base, 
plumose. Epistome distinctly longer than height of eyes, brownish- 
yellow, a moderately wide median stripe and one on each side 
brownish-black. Occiput black, a pale yellow fringe on lower 
part. Thorax shining black; humeri, pro pleura and mesopleura, 
snds of suture and hind corners of dorsum, yellowish-brown. 
Pubescence of dorsum short, dense, yellow'; some long yellow 
bristly hairs on hind margin. Scutellum brownish-yellow with a 
little yellow pubescence, centre black, hind margin with long 
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erect curved yellow bristly hairs ; chaetotaxy normal but weak,.all 
bristles brownish-orange. Abdomen shining black, tinged with 
dark violet, finely punctate ; middle of 1st segment, 2nd and 3rd 
segments towards sides rather broadly, 4th segment similarly but 
more narrowly, also hind margins of 2nd and 3rd segments 
narrowly, brownish-yellow. Actual side margins of dorsum rather 
broadly black, more or less curved underneath the venter. Whole 
dorsum with very short yellow’ pubescence, that of the yellowish 
venter sparser and longer. Legs : coxae black with a little bright 
yellow hair ; femora varying from yellowish to brownish, a little 
darker on apical half of fore pair, especially on under side. Front 
tarsi black; posterior tibiae and tarsi brownish-yellow. Pubescence 
of legs yellow, with black hairs intermixed freely on front tibiae 
and tarsi. Wings uniformly pale yellow ; stigma uniformly a 
little deeper yellow ; halteres brown. 

Length, 9 mm. 

Described from a unique (apparent) $ in the Indian Museum, 
from above Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., 15. vii.-30. 
viil. 1917 {Kemp). 

Differing from ventralis , Wied., by the black coxae, the black 
front metatarsus, the wholly yellowish middle legs, the more 
blackish hind femora and tibiae, and the uniformly pale yellow 
wing with the stigma uniformly a little deeper )ellowand not 
darker at its inner end. 

114. Graptomyza sexnotata, Brun. 

Graptomyza sexnotata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 63, fig. abdo¬ 
men (1.908). 

$ Head : frons, vertex and face entirely yellow*, eyes blackish- 
brown, with verv* short greyish pubescence; frontal space less 
than one-third the width of the head. Antenna entirely uni¬ 
formly dark yellow, with plumose orange arista. A dark brown 
square spot on frons above the antennae is continued as a stripe 
below to the end of the rostrum ; a broad brown stripe on each 
side of the epistome, which is barely as long as height of eyes. 
Proboscis brown ; palpi pale yellow. Back and under side of 
head yellow, centre part apparently black. Thorax orange- 
yellow, the dorsum occupied by a shining black quadrate spot', 
which leaves only a yellow anterior margin, wider lateral margins 
and a squarish spot in front of the scutelluro. A rather wide 
dark brown vertical stripe extends from between the fore and 
middle coxa) to the lateral yellow edge of the dorsum, thence 
curving backwards to just above and behind the root of the wing; 
a shorter similar stripe is immediately below the wing-insertion, 
with a roundish brown spot behind it. Dorsum nearly bare, a 
few yellow hairs on pleurae; scute]]dm yellow, dorsum dark 
brown, indented; some yellow hairs round the margin : (most of 
the bristles are broken off, • those that remain are yellow and 
apparently normally placed). Abdomen orauge-vellow, with a 
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rather thick, moderately broad, lateral, dark brown margin, 
narrowing posteriorly and disappearing at tip. On the hind 
border of the 2nd segment two moderately large, dark brown 
triangular spots; reproduced on the 3rd segment, but a little 
larger, aud with rounded angles ; and again on the 4th segment, 
more triangular and of the same size as those on the 2nd seg¬ 
ment, but placed quite clear of the hind border. Dorsum of 
abd.omen practically bare, but with some short yellow hairs 
towards the tip. Leys yellow, fore coxae with short pale yellow 
hairs ; femora with a brown streak below; tibiae pale yellowish- 
brown, the hind leg (one leg missing) showing the brown almost 
ns a wide band; tarsi yellowish, brownish on upper side. Legs 
with short yellow hair, a little thicker on the tibiae. Wings clear 
yellowish-grey, tip of subcostal cell tawny-brown, forming a not 
very well-defined stigma at the tip of the mediastinal vein. 
Halteres orange-yellow. 

Length , in in. 

Described from one $ in fair condition in the Indian Museum 
collection, from Sikkim. Another $ in the British Museum from 
Dibra, Khasi Hills, 1878 ( Chennell ). 

115. Graptomyza ventralis. Wied,, var. nigripes, jsrun. (PI. Ill, 
tig. 17.) 

Graptomyza ventralis, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 207 (1830). 

<j> . Bead : frons and face with practically parallel sides, rather 
less thau one-third of head; frons short, blackish, with short 
yellowish pubescence; face and snout dull yellowish, with a 
moderately broad median black stripe from base of antennae and a 
similar stripe on each side from the eyes, all three stripes reaching 
tip of snout; latter about as long as height of eyes, with a little 
brown pubescence towards tip on upper side, and some short 
white hairs towards tip at sides and below. Antennal 3rd joint 
very elongate, orange, as is the plumose arista. Byes with micro¬ 
scopical greyish pubescence; upper occipital margin with short 
whitish hairs, lower margin with white pubescence that grows 
shorter at sides, where it dies away. Thorax rather dark aeneous 
with short, somewhat dense brownish-grey pubescence ; humeri 
and a space below them, hiud corners of dorsum narrowly and 
irregularly along hind margin, and a short vertical stripe on 
mesopleura, dull yellowish; chcetotaxy normal. Scutellum dull 
yellowish; centre blackish; a row of long black bristles on hind 
margin, and also a row of stiff erect long yellow hairs there. 
Abdomen dull yellowish; base, except in centre, black; side 
margins narrowly to tip, a little more broadly in front, black. On 
hind margin of 2nd segment a large transverse spot, not reaching 
sides, rounded anteriorly and extending forwards beyond middle 
of segment; 3rd and 4th segments with a similar spot each, but 
leaving only a narrow yellow anterior margin to each segment, 
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and not reaching sides ; both these spots narrowly bisected longi¬ 
tudinally by a pale space. Pubescence of dorsum mainly following 
ground-colour, but whitish or pale yellowish at sides, ^nd over 
all the 4th segment and the nearly all yellowish venter. Legs 
orange-yellow ; apical half of anterior femora, apical three-fourths 
of hind pair, and nearly the whole of all the tibiae, black; 
all knees narrowly pale; all tarsi brownish-yellow, tips darker, 
especially in the fore pair. Pubescence of legs whitish but black 
on hind tarsi. Wings pale yellowish-grey ; stigma ill-defined but 
moderately dark brown, the subcostal cell thence to its tip yellow; 
a small brown elongate ill-defined spot over tip of 1st basal cell. 

Lengthy about 7| inm. 

Described from 3 $ $ in Indian Museum. Kasauli, 29. vi. 1905 
{Barrow); Kurseong, 5000ft., 3. vii. 1908 {Annandale); Sadiya, 
Assam, 27.xi. 1911 ( type of nigripes ) {Kemp); other examples 
from Kurseong, 5000 ft. {Annanclale) ; Gangtok, Sikkim, 6150 ft., 
9. ix. 1909; above Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., 
15. vii-30. viii. 1917 (Kemp). 

In the typical form of ventralis the yellow colour of the face is 
carried narrowly along the eve-margins of the frons to the vertex; 
the sides of the thoracic dorsum are narrowly yellow and there is 
considerably more yellow on the pleurae. The pubescence towards 
the hind margin of the dorsum is yellow, and the bristles there all 
yellow. The femora are mainly orange, but tinged indefinitely 
with brown on the apical half; the hind tibiae have whitish, not 
black, pubescence, and all the tarsi have more orange in them than 
iu the variety nigripes. 

Differing from angustimarginatci , Brun., by the yellow coxae, 
the almost wholly black front tibiae and yellowish fore metatarsi, 
the broadly black ringed middle femora and nearly wholly black 
middle tarsi, the larger amount of black in the hind legs, and the 
pale grey basal part of the wing* with the inner end of the stigma 
conspicuously black. 

Only one specimen of the typical form has been seen by me : 
a J from B-otung, AborExpedition, 1400 ft., 26. xii.1911 {Kemp). 
The species was originally described from Java, and De Meijere 
records it from Buitenzorg. The coloration of the legs and of 
the chaetotaxic bristles appears to be distinctly variable. 

Genus VOLUCELLA, Geoffr* 

Volucella, Geoffroy, Hist. d’ln9. envir. d. Paris, ii, p. 540 (1764). 

Cenogaster, Dumdril, Zool. Anal. p. 282, Expos, etc. (1801). 

Pterocera, Meigen in Illiger, Illig. Mag. ii, p. 276 (1803). 

Ornidia, St* Fargeau et/Serville, Encycl. Method, x, p. 786 (1825). 

Temnocera, id., 1 »c. cit. 

Atemnocera, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) ii, Bull. p. cxiv (1882). 

Camerania, Giglio-Tos, Boll. Mus. Zool. e Anat. comp. Torino, vii, 
No. 117, p. 3 (1892). 


* For a table ot' the Oriental species, see Brunotti, Rec. lnd. Mus. ii, p. 60 
(1908) 
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Genotype, Musca pelluccns, L.; by designation of Curtis, 1833. 

Head ns broad ns tborax or a little narrower; frons but little 
produced; eyes pubescent in cl at least on upper part, bare in 
2 *, contiguous in <J for a considerable space; face barely 
hollowed under antennae, but produced abruptly into a very large 
central bump, below which a slight excavation may appear above 
the still more produced upper mouth-border. Antennae moder¬ 
ately long, 3rd joint elongate, arista nearly basal, very plumose. 
Thorax quadrate, with long and dense pubescence (like that of 



Fig. 32.— Volucella ruflcauda, Brun., <$. 

Bombus) or with dense short inconspicuous pqbescence; some 
strong black bristles above base of wing, on post-alar calli and back 
of mesopleura, along sides of thorax and round margin of 
scutellum. Abdomen short-ovate, broader than thorax, with 
pubescence like that of the thorax. Legs simple. Wings with a 
characteristic venation ; marginal cell closed, anterior cross-veih 
distinctly before middle of discal cell, apical portion of 4th vein 
strongly recurrent; 2nd vein bristly at base. 

Life-histoiy. The larv» live in bees’ and hornets’ nests, where 
they devour not the living hymenopterous larvae as was at first 
supposed, but the dead larvae and pupae. Thus they are 
scavengers, and their presence in the hives is not resented. 

Range. The world, except Australia. 

An exceedingly well-marked genus, many of the species showing 
great resemblance to humble-bees, wasps and hornets. 

Yerrall makes the very interesting statement that of one of the 
commonest British species, V. bombylans, L., about 60 per cent, of 
the specimens mimic the common bee Bombus terrestris , and about 
38 per cent, mimic B. lapidarius, while the remaining 2 per cent, 
may have the colour-scheme of almost any species of Bombus ; the 
various forms pair promiscuously. 

* Except in one European species, V. inflat a, Fabr., and possibly certain 
others. 


L 
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Table of Species. 


1 . Bare species; any pubescence present 

very short, even if dense. 

Densely pubescent species* pubescence 
long and conspicuous . 

2. Abdomen mainly orange, with black 

marks ... • • •. • • • • • 

Abdomen mainly or wholly black 

3. Thorax tawny or orange 
Thorax black . . 

4. Abdomen with two narrow pale cross¬ 

bands ; wings suffused in centre and 
at tip ......... .. . 

Abdomen entirely black; wings pale 
brown, unmarked 

5. Second abdominal segment wholly 

yellow; scutellum bright tawny . 
Second abdominal segment with basal 
half only yellowish: scutellum nearly 
black .. . 

6 . Tip of abdomen black-haired . 

Tip of abdomen orange-or yellow-haired 

7. Venter uniformly black. 

Venter with 2nd and 3rd segments livid. 


2 . 

6 . 

signata , sp. n., p. 146. 

3. 

4. 

6 . 


trifascicta, Wied., p. 147. 
discolor , Brun., p. 149. 
pellucens , L., p. 150. 


basalts , Brun., p. 150. 
ursina, de Meij.,p. 151. 

7. 

riificauda, Brun., p. 152. 
lividiventris , Brun., p. 152. 


Volucella opalina, Wiedemann (Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 203, 1830) 
must be totally deleted from the list of Asiatic Diptera. It was 
erroneously recorded by Wiedemann from “Bengal," a mistake 
which was uufortunately repeated by Bigot in 1883 (Ann. Soc. Ent. 
Erance, ( 6 ) iii, p. 68 ) and by Van der Wulp in 1896 (Cat. Dipt. 
S. Asia, p. 116). Princess Theresa of Bavaria has, however, called 
attention (Berlin. Ent. Zeitschr. xlvii, p. 245, 1902) to the fact 
that the type really came from Brazil, and further specimens 
have subsequently been collected in S. America. The locality is 
correctly given by Kertesz, Cat. Dipt, vii, p. 197, 1910. 


116. Volucella signata, sp. nov. 

<$. Head set very closely on thorax. Eyes closely contiguous 
for about half the space between vextex and base of antennae, 
with dense short brownish-yellow pubescence on upper half; 
facets gradually diminishing in size from in front hiudwards. 
Head wholly orange; vertex very small, with long hairs, black and 
yellow mixed; ocelli ruby-red. Frontal triangle rather small, 
with short yellow hairs. Antennae and aristae wholly orange. 
Face rather deeply cut awqy below antennae. The whole epistome 
obtusely produced, bearing short yellow pubescence with which some 
short black hairs are intermixed over central bump; the latter is of 
moderate size. A rather faint, brownish, narrow streak on cheeks 
from lower corners of eyes to tip of epistome. Occiput yellowish- 
grey, not extending beyond level of eyes, the upper margin nearly 
bare, but with yellowish-grey pubescence about the middle. 
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gradually lengthening on under side. Thorax brownish-orange; a 
fairly obvious, pale yellowish, median stripe from anterior margin, 
reaching (seen from behind) about to middle of dorsum ; humeri, 
more yellowish. Hinder part of dorsum and under side of thorax 
darker brown, the colour softly blended with that of the paler 
dorsum. Pubescence of dorsum and pleura bright golden-yellow on 
the orange parts and blackish-brown on the brown parts. Some 
stiff black hairs and moderately long black bristles on hinder half 
of side margins of dorsum. Scutellum orange, with golden-yellow 
pubescence with some black hairs intermixed ou hinder part, and 
a row of about twelve long black bristles on hind margin. 
Abdomen bluntly conical, as long as thorax; bright orange with a 
slight brown tinge ; 1 st segment and base of 2 nd narrowly .livid 
grey ; rest of 2 nd segment soft dull blackish-brown; 3rd segment 
with a large triangular spot in centre, the apex barely touching 
anterior margin ; the other angles drawn out to sides of segment, 
which they attain; base of triangle quite clear of hind margin; 
4th segment a little tinged with brown towards tip. Genitalia 
orange. Whole pubescence of abdomen microscopic, dense, orange, 
except on the livid base and anterior corners, where it is greyish 
and rather longer. Venter blackish ; hind margins of 2ud, 3rd 
and 4th segments narrowly pale yellow, well-defined. Legs 
orange, with short orange pubescence; coxae and about basal half 
of femora black, with black pubescence; hind tibiae and tarsi more 
yellowish, with dense pale yellow pubescence. Wings yellowish- 
grey ; anterior part deeper yellow; stigma obvious, blackish, 
elongate ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 15 min. 

Described from one <$ {type) in the Indian Museum, from above 
Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., ix. 1917 (Mrs. Kemp) : a 
second cf in the British Museum from the Khasi Hille. Very 
distinct from all other Indian species. 

117. Volucella trifaaciata, Wiecl. 

Volucella trifasciata , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 196 (1830). 

Volucella linearis, Walker, Ins. Saund. Dipt, i, p. 251 (1852). 

Volucella decorata, id., Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. iv, p. 120 (1860). 

Volucella nubeculosa, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent France^ (5) v, p. 474 
(1876); (6) iii, p. 77 (1883). 

cf $ . Head yellowish-orange to dull yellowish ; vertical triangle 
in J extremely small, black, with some brown hairs and brownish- 
yellow ocelli; frons in cf small, somewhat projecting, dull yellowish 
with yellow pubescence. Antennae orange, arista orange with 
black hairs. Face deeply cut away helow antennae, where it is 
pale yellowish, rest dull yellowish with short bristly pubescence : 
m 6 uth-border and proboscis orange-yellowish. In $ > frons 
barely wider above antennae than at vertex, orange-yellow, very 
smooth and shining, with short soft pale yellow pubescence. In 

l2 
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individuals of both sexes occur traces of a blackish stripe from eye- 
margins to mouth-border; postdcular fringe yellow, inconspicuous. 
Occiput dusted with yellowish-grey. Thorax and scutellum 
entirely orange; former with wholly yellow pubescence to the 
normal extent, and a row of yellow bristles on hind margin; latter 
sometimes with hardly any pubescence other than the long -up- 
curved stiff hairs on hind margin; dorsum of thorax appearing 
tinged with brown when viewed from in front; at least three black 
or orange, brown-tipped spines on humeri, also two above and a 
little in front of wing-base, two on upper part of mesopleura, three 
on posterior calli, generally all orange ; long yellow stiff hairs on 
hind margin of dorsumsoft yellow hair on pleurae. Abdomen black, 
base of 1st segment yellowish, as are two narrow, linear bands, 
slightly arcuate in front, the first rather wider than the second, 
lying over the margins of the 2nd and 3rd, and of the 3rd and 4th, 
segments ; venter very similar. Pubescence of abdomen short, 
golden-yellow, invisible when viewed from behind, but conspicuous 
when seen from in front. Legs orange; hind femora some¬ 
times with a broad sub-basal or median blackish band; they and 
the posterior tibia* are generally a little brownish; tarsi generally 
darker towards tips. Wings yellowish-grey; a small brown 
narrow cloud from middle of anterior margin, along the cross¬ 
veins, dying away towards anal cell; wing-tip smoky-brown; 
halteres orange. 

Length , 14-16 mm. 

Type in Leyden Museum {teste Wiedemann). 

Redescribed from a single <$ (decorata , Walk ) and nine $ $ 
in various collections. The identity of the species given here as 
synonymous is certain, the types of decorata, linearis , and 
nubeculosa being before me (in the British Museum). 

The type of decorata, Walk., from Celebes is in fairly good 
condition and is the only 6 I have seen. It has the thoracic 
dorsum blackish with deep blue reflections, leaving only moderately 
narrow side margins, the pale colour extending inwards at the 
end of the suture. The bind femora have a broad median brownish 
band, the hind tibiae are brownish on the apical half, and all the 
tarsi are a little darker than in the more normal form. 

Of linearis. Walk., a species described without record of 
locality, only the type, in wretched condition, is present, labelled as 
from India. The head has been stuck on, and may not belong to 
the body, judging by the frons, which widens rapidly from vertex 
to antennae (whereas in the normal form it is barely wider below 
than above). The wings are much darker brown anteriorly, 
making the dark patch in the middle of the costa less obvious ; 
the costal patch is of the usual dull orange colour ; the abdomen 
is all black, except for being rather narrowly pale at base of 
1 st segment and barely appreciably so on hind margin of 2nd. 
Legs orange to tips of tarsi (the tarsus of the one hind leg 
remaining is missing). 
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V. nubeculosa , Big., differs in no way from trifasciata , except 
that the pale parts of the abdomen are reduced to two narrow 
bands lying across the emarginations of the 2nd and 3rd, and of 
the 3rd and 4th segments, very slightly arcuate on front side, 
practically linear, the first band slightly wider than the 2nd. 
The pale bands (regarded as such) in trifasciata are merely much 
broader, but are similarly shaped and placed, 

Individuals of V. trifasciata vary in the thoracic dorsum being 
tinged with blue-black, which is sometimes confined to the 
hinder half (a9 is the case in two $ $ in the British Museum 
from Assam, which also possess a bluish-black frons); in the 
hind femora, which are normally entirely orange, but which 
sometimes have a more or less basal broad black band ; and in 
the intensity and extent of the wing-markings. 

“ India ” (type of linearis) ; Sikkim ; South Shan States, Upper 
Burma, 4000 ft., xi. 1899 {Lieut.-Col. Bingham); Lower Ranges, 
Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 (Chennell ); Bukit Kutu, Selangor, 
Federated Malay States, 3500 ft. {Robinson): Kelantan, Fed. 
Malay States (a $ variety, with frons and nearly all the surface 
of thorax, scutelluin and abdomen shining black); Celebes (type of 
decorata ); China (type of nubeculosa). Originally described by 
Wiedemann from Java ; also recorded from Borneo. 


118. Volucella discolor, Brun. 

Volucella discolor , Brunetti, liec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 62 (1908); de 
Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 276 (1908). 

J Head : eyes not quite contiguous, black, facets small, 
uniform. Vertex, frons and entire face bright orange, bare. 
Face immediately below antennae flush with the eyes, but from 
thence projecting well forward, forming a large squarish promin¬ 
ence, not reaching downwards much below' the eye-level. Antennae 
on a barely perceptible prominence, orange, with orange plumose 
arista. Back and underside of head orange, a little orange-yellow 
hair below. Thorax w holly uniformly bright orange, with close 
short golden-yellow hair on dorsum, changing to longer orange 
hair on the edge, on the posterior part and on the pleurae. 
Scutellum pinkish-orange, a little yellow hair round the sides. 
Abdomen : 1st segment (hardly visible) dark coloured, remainder 
wholly shining black, with microscopic black pubescence. On 
each extreme anterior corner is a small bunch of rather short 
yellow hairs. Venter black, unmarked. Leys wholly bright 
orange, with short golden-yellow hair, which is a little longer on 
the coxae. The tarsi very narrowly black between the joints. 
Wings uniformly pale brown, outer half towards the anterior 
margin a little darker ; halteres bright orange. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Described from one perfect £ from Sibsagar in the Indian 



150 


SYBPHIDjE. 


Museum collection. Dr. de Meijere records a d from Japan 
agreeing almost exactly with my description. 

119. Volucella pellucens, L. 

Musca pellucens, Linnaeus, Syst. Nat. Ed. x. p. 595 (1758). 

Volucella pellucens , Verrall, Brit. Elies, Syi-ph. p. 490: auctt. var. 

Conops db'yaphilus, Scopoli, Ent. Cam. p. 353 (1763). 

Musca fern, Harris, Expos. Engl. Ins. p. 39, pi. x, fig. 2 (1782). 

Syrphus putescens, Schelleuberg, Gen. Mouch. pi. viii, fig. 2 (1803). 

d $ Head brownish-yellow ; frons but little produced, a little 
more brownish, with a little short black pubescence ; vertex black. 
Eyes with dense black pubescence in c?,bare in 2 Antennae 
dull orange, arista orange, pubescent practically to tip. E’rons in 
$ with nearly parallel sides. Thorax shining black, brownish on 
humeri and for some distance along sides; pubescence short, 
blackish ; some black bristles at base of pleuree, above base of 
wing, on posterior calli and margin of scutellum. Abdomen short- 
ovate, shining black, with brown and bluish reflections; 2nd 
segment all yellowish-white except a narrow brownish median 
stripe, broadened at base, sometimes absent in $ Pubescence of 
abdomen very short though dense, following ground-colour, 
except, along hind margin of 2nd segment, where it is black. Legs 
black, knees a little brownish-orange ; base of anterior tarsi more 
so; pubescence very short, black. Wings pale orange on about 
basal half; a distinct blackish cloud across middle and at tip, the 
intermediate space darker, these darker marks fading gradually 
hind wards to the entirely clear hind margin. Squama) blackish- 
brown with orange margins and fringe ; halteres dull brown. 

Length , about 15 mm. 

The above is mainly abridged from Verrall’s description of 
British specimens. 

One d in the Forest Zoologist’s collection from Takula, 
Kumaon District, W Himalayas. Distributed over all Europe 
and recorded from Japan. 

120. Volucella basajis, Bran. 

Volucella basalts, Brunetti, Itec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 61 (1908); i, 
pi. xi, fig. 11, abi., fig. 12, wing (1907). 

2 Head entirely bright orange; frons narrowing towards 
vertex, which is black; mouth-border brown; proboscis and extreme 
lower part of cheeks black ; eyes bare. The face is considerably 
produced into a large snout, which is cut away just below the 
antenna); antennae small, orange. Thorax moderately shining 
black, bare, sides black ; scutellum very dark brown, almost bare, 
except foi^a row of strong bristles near posterior edge. Abdomen 
black, a little shining, almost bare; the basal half of the 2nd 
segment occupied by a large transverse livid yellow elongated 
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spot, which is contracted in the middle behind and does not reach 
the sides of the segment except at the extreme base, where it joins 
a large livid spot oh the same segment of the venter. Legs all 
black and bare. Wings grey, yellow at base, a yellowish-brown 
suffusion from the centre of the costa reaching half-way to the 
posterior border, and a similar suffusion at the wing-tip extending 
inwards just beyond c the subapical and postical cross-veins; 
halteres yellow. 

Lengthy 16 mm. 

Described from one $ in the Indian Museum collection, from 
Mungphu, Sikkim District. 

This species bears a considerable general resemblance to 
V. psllucens, L., of Europe, but in that species the whole of the 
2nd segment is livid yellow, this colour passing over the sides 
of the segment in its full width, whereas in hasalis it is 
narrowed to the extreme base of the segment; also in pellucens 
the sides of the thorax along their upper edge are always brownish- 
yellow, of which there is no trace in basalts ; moreover, the 
8cutellum in pellucens is bright tawny, whereas in basalts it is 
nearly black. 


121. Volucella ursina, de Meij. 

Volucella ursina, de Meijere, Bijd. Dierk. xviii, p. 101 (1904). 

$ . Head shining black ; epistome also black, except for a yellow 
side stripe contiguous to eyes, reaching nearly to tip of epistome; 
mouth-border narrowly yellowish. Frons with black pubescence. 
Antennal 1st and 2nd joints reddish-yellow, the kidney-shaped 
3rd joint yellowish-brown. Thorax yellowish-brown, dorsum 
rather darker, with rather long and dense yellowish-brown pubes¬ 
cence. Scutellum honey-yellow. Abdomen blackish-brown, only 
the very short 1st segment yellow, with short though dense 
yellow and black pubescence; on 2nd segment yellow pubescence 
predominates, particularly near the hind border, on the 3rd seg* 
ment black; on this latter only a narrow cross-band, shaped 
like an inverted V, and the hind border are yellow-haired; 4th 
segment nearly all black-haired, only in front and at sides with a 
little yellow pubescence. Venter shining black. Legs black; 
coxee yellow, as are also the front and middle femora, with the 
exception of a clear-cut black longitudinal stripe on the apical 
half on inner side; all knees yellow. Wings at tip rather darker; 
with a blackish spot in middle of anterior margin which extends 
rather far towards the base, but leaves the submarginal cell free, 
and does not extend behind over the 4th vein or distally over the 
anterior cross-vein. 

Length , 17 mm., of wing 16 mm. 

Darjiling, 1 $ . Very like trifasciata , Wied., but of a different 
colour. Also resembling jeddona, Big. 
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122. Volucella ruficauda, Brun. 

Volucella ruficauda , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p..61 (1908); i, 
pi. xi, fig. 13, wing (1907). 

3 $ . Head black; epistorae well produced, shining black ; eyes 
densely hairy in 3 , distinctly hairy, but to a much less extent, 
in $ ; vertex crowned by a tuft of long bright yellow hairs ; eyes 
in 2 separated by the narrow shining black frons. Antennae ferru¬ 
ginous ; first two joints nearly black. Thorax black with black 
hair, dorsum covered with dense long bright ferruginous-red hair 
which also covers the bright ferruginous-red scutellum. Abdomen 
black with rather thick black hair; posterior border of 3rd seg¬ 
ment and the whole of the 4th and 5th segments covered with 
yellowish-red hair. Venter entirely black with black hair. Legs 
slender, wholly black with short black hair. Wings pale yellowish- 
grey, a rather large brown, irregular spot in the centre of the fore 
border, and reaching half-way across the wing; a brown suffusion 
along the recurrent portions of the subapical and postical (4th and 
5th longitudinal) veins and extending to the costa about the 
termination of the marginal cell. Between this suffusion and the 
outer margin the wing is darker grey; base of wing slightly 
yellowish; halteres black. 

Length , 14-15 mm. 

Described from eight 3 3 and eight $ $ in the Indian Museum 
collection from Sikkim. 


123. Volucella lividiventris, Brun. 

Volucella lividiventris, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 62 (1908). 



Pig. 33.— Volucella lividiventris, Brun., head in profile. 

3 $ Very near ruficauda , but distinct. The hair on the 
thoracic dorsum is distinctly grey, the tuft of hair on the vertex 
is greyish-white, while the venter has the 2nd and 3rd segments 
livid grey with unicolorous hair. A bunch of grey hair is found 
on each of the two basal abdominal segments at the sides, and the 
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sides of the 2nd segment in front have a perceptible subdued 
livid reflection when seen from behind. 

Length , 15-16 mm. 

Described from three 6 and a $ from Sikkim in the Indian 
Museum collection. 


Genus ENDOIASIMYIA, Big, 

Endoiasimyia, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) ii, Bull. p. cxxxvi 
(1882); and (6) iii, p. 229 (1883). 

Genotype, E. indiana * Big.; by original designation. 

Entirely like Chilosia in facies, differing practically only in 
the arista, which is conspicuously plumose on both upper and 
under sides from base to tip, and iu the absence of eye-margins. 
The eyes are pubescent, the face strongly produced into a central 
bump and again above the mouth-opening. Venation as in 
Chilosia ; tip of 4th vein just appreciably recurrent at extreme tip. 

The whole affinities of this genus appear to be with the 
Sybphinje, except for the plumose arista; but as the latter 
character is entirely foreign to that subfamily, it is not suggested 
to place this genus there. On the other hand, it is quite incon¬ 
gruous as a Volucelline. 

124. Endoiasimyia indiana, Big. 

Endoiasimyia indiana, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iii, p. 229, 
$ (1883). 

$ . Head : eyes with short whitish pubescence; frons at vertex 
nearly one-fifth of the head, rapidly widening to antenn®, shining 
black, with brownish-yellow pubescence and some greyish dust 
towards sides ; face produced into a large and conspicuous central 
bump and again produced above mouth-opening; shining black, 
with whitish pubescence and a little yellowish-grey dust in 
places and on extreme side margins. Antennae as in Chilosia , 
except that the arista is strongly plumose on upper and lower 
sides from base to tip. Head produced in profile distinctly but 
not greatly below eyes ; occiput barely projecting behind eye- 
margins, grey-dusted, with a short fringe on at least lower part. 
Thorax slightly shining black, with some brownish pubescence on 
dorsum and pleurae; scutellum rather long, concolorous, a little 
yellow’ pubescence dependent from hind margin. Abdomen like 
that of Chilosia, .obconical, of five obvious segments, 1st nearly 
as long as 2nd; moderately shining black, with short reddish- 
brown pubescence. Legs slender like those of Chilosia ; cox® 
black, femora also black, but narrowly Orange-brown at tips; tibiae 
orange-brown, w ith a median black ring; tarsi brownish, middle 
pair yellowish. Wings brownish-grey, a little darker apically 
nearly as far inwards as middle of discal cell; marginal cell widely 
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open; anterior cross-vein at one-third of discal cell; 3rd vein 
nearly straight. Whole venation like that of Chilosia , though 
the tip of the 4th vein is just appreciably recurrent: haltere^ dull 
yellowish. 

Length , 11 mm. 

India: redescribed from the unique type in the Bigot collec¬ 
tion, which is in iuferior condition but has the generic and 
specific characters sufficiently obvious. 


Subfamily ERISTALlNiE. 

Antennae moderately Jong, pendent, arista dorsal, bare to 
plumose. Wings with anterior cross-vein at or beyond middle 
of discal cell; 3rd vein with a distinct downward loop into 
1st posterior cell; marginal cell generally open except in Ei'istalis 
(s. lat.). Hind femora usually thickened and often with a distinct 
subapical dilatation or with a tooth-like process. 

This subfamily is of world-wide distribution, the two principal 
genera Eristalis and Selophilus (one or the other, generally both) 
having representatives in every quarter of the globe; but in 
several of the genera the species are very closely allied, and more¬ 
over often subject to considerable variation, which makes a keen 
study of allied species a sine qua non for their certain identification. 
Even the European species of one of the largest gpnera, Merodon , 
are but imperfectly understood. 

The life-histories of some forms have been unravelled; the larv®, 
except those of Merodon , are usually of the “ rat-tailed ” type, as 
in the common Eristalis tenax. In some species the apical promi¬ 
nence in the larva forms a flexible tube capable ol extension to 
several times the length of the body. Many species are excellent 
hoverers and nearly all are of general distribution, preferring sun¬ 
shine, open spaces in woods, flowering or sweet-smelling plants 
and bushes. One or two species of Belophilus extend to the 
Arctic regions. 

Table of Genera. 

1. Marginal cell closed 2. 

Marginal cell open... .5. 

2. Hind femora toothed. .. . Priomerus, Macq., p. 156. 

Hind femora not toothed * ... 3. 

3. Thorax broader than long; scutellum 

abnormally wide; a wrinkled space 

on frons above antennae... . Megaspis, Macq., p. 196. 

Thorax quadrate; scutellum of normal 
shape ; uo wrinkled space on frons .. 4. 

4. Anal vein elongate, tip recurrent (much 

as in Milesta) ; loop of 3rd vein 

diagonally placed . ... Korinchia, Edw., p. 224. 

Anal vein not elongate, often barely 
reaching margin of wing; loop of 

3rd vein normal Eristalis, Latr., p. 155. 


* Except in Megaspis crassus , Fabr. 
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5. Hind femora toothed below .... 
Hind femora thickened or not; without 

any prominent tooth or spine below . 

6. Anterior cross-vein much beyond middle 

of discal cell.... 

Anterior cross-vein almost exactly at 
middle of discal cell . 

7. Body subfusiform (». <?., head, thorax 

and abdomen closely applied to one 
another); brilliant metallic blue or 
violet species, apparently bare though 
actually very shortly pubescent 
Body not subfusiform; non-metallic 
species 

8. Deusely pubescent species 
Bare species . 


Mkrodon, Meig., p. 211. 

6 . 

Azpkytia, Walk., p. 221. 

7. 

Axona, Walk., p. 222. 

8 . 

Mallota, Meig., p. 218. 
Helophilus, Meig., p. 204. 


Genus PRIOMERUS, Macq. 

Priomerus, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins,, Dipt, i, p. 511 (1834). 

Genotype, P. fasciatus, Macq., the original species. 

“ Face prominent, a little concave below antennae; epistome 
thick, descending some distauce below eyes in profile. Eyes con¬ 
tiguous in 3 Antennae on a frontal projection, 3rd joint oval, 
arista bare, dorsal. Abdomen depressed. Hind femora denti¬ 
culate. Marginal cell closed.” 

Macquart attributes this genus to Serville, stating that it has the 
facies of Helophilus. Kertesz (Cat. Dipt, vii, p. 208, 1910) sinks 
Priomerus in Eristalis , but in my opinion the toothed hind femora 
entitle it to rank as distinct. 

125. Priomerus fasciatus, Macq. 

Priomerus fasciatus , Macquart, op. cit. p. 512 (1834). 

3 “ Black. Face and front with grey tomentum; facial bump 

black; antennae tawny, brown above. Thorax with green reflec¬ 
tions and three yellow longitudinal stripes; sides yellow. Hind 
border of scutellum tawny. Second abdominal segment with a 
broad yellow band, interrupted in middle, 3rd and 4th segments 
each with a straight whitish band. Base of tibiae whitish. 

“ India. Serville’s collection.” 

Van der Wulp quotes the locality as East India. The species 
may be taken as requiring confirmation as Indian. 


Genus ERISTALIS, Latr. 

Eristalis , Latreille, Hist. Nat. Crust. Ins. xiv, p. 363 (1804). 
Palpada, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins., Dipt, i, p. 512 (1834). 

Surphus, Zetterstedt (nec Fabr.), Ins. Lapp., Dipt. p. 591 (1838). 
JErxstalinus , Rondani, Nuov. Annal. Sci. Nat. Bologna, (2) ii, p. 463 
(1844). 

Eristaloides, id., loc. cit. 
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Dolichomerus , Macquart, Dipt. Exot., Suppl. 4, p. 131 (1849). 

Eristalomyia, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prodr. li, p. 38, nota ( Eristalomya) 
(1867). 

Simoides, Loew, Ofvers. Kongl. Vet.-Akad. Forhandl. xiv (1867), 
p. 382 (1858). 

Eriops , Lioy, Atti. Isti. Veneto, (3) ix, p. 743 (1864). 

DoliosyrphuSf Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) ii, Bull. p. cxx 
(1882). 

Dolyosyrphus. id., op. cit., (6) iii, p. 228 (1883). 

Eristalodes , Mik, Wien. Ent. Zeit. xvi, p. 114 (1897). 

Lathyrophtf\almui>, id., loc. cit. 

Genotype, Muscci tenax , L.; by Curtis’s designation (Brit. Ent. 
1832). 

Head as broad as, or a little broader than, thorax, approximately 
semicircular; frons only slightly produced, always pubescent; 
eyes contiguous in 3 (exceptions rare), wide apart in $, pubescent 
(in some species on upper part only); face with distinct central 
knob and moderately produced upper mouth-edge; antennae 
normal, 3rd joint oval, with arista dorsal, either quite bare or 



Fig. 34 .—Eristaiis solitus, Walk., 3 (left), 2 (right). 

plumose on basal half. Thorax quadrate, densely but often 
inconspicuously pubescent; scutellum similarly clothed, frequently 
yellowish or translucent. Abdomen about as wide as thorax, ovate, 
subconical or rather elongate, generally with pale (usually 
yellowish) markings, side spots or bands ; pubescence of great 
variability. Legs simple, pubescence very variable, hind femora 
normally not incrassate; hind tibiae usually, but frequently only 
slightly, curved. Wings of normal venation except that the mar¬ 
ginal cell is closed. The 3rd vein takes a very conspicuous 
downward loop into the 1st posterior cel), which is closed well or 
just before the border by the upward-curved tip of the 4th vein. 

Life-history. That of the cosmopolitan E. tenax is known. It 
breeds in drains, the larvae of this genus being known as il rat-tailed 


* Considered a valid genus by some authors. 




EBI8TAL1S. 


157 


maggots.” E. arbustorum, L., has been found in the larval stage in 
puddleR of dirty water *. 

Range. World-wide. 

A very large number of species are known, and the adults may 
occur pratically in almost every conceivable habitat. They are 
splendid hoverers, and may be taken in numbers on all sweet¬ 
smelling flowers in the sunshine ; they have a very powerful and 
rapid flight, often with a loud hmn like that of a bee. 

De Meijere gives an excellent table of the species known to him+, 
and notes on various Oriental species were collated by mef. 
Osten-Sacken also has contributed several papers on the ancient 
history of E. tenax. 

Table of Species. 

1. Arista plumose (at least on basal half) .. 2. 

Arista bare (or at most microscopically 

plumose at base). 12. 

2. Eyes bare .. 3. 

Eyes distinctly pubescent (sometimes not 

wholly so) 4. 

3. Thorax grey-tomentose from anterior 

margin to suture; abdominal 3rd and 4th 
segments with metallic-green hind mar¬ 
gins and yellow markings; basal half 
only of anterior tibiae yellow (hind legs 

missing) . .. . latus , Macq., p. 192. 

Thorax with a narrow grey band immedi¬ 
ately in front of suture; abdominal 3rd 
and 4th segments without yellow 
markings, front and hind margins aeneous; 
anterior tibiue and basal half of hind pair 

yellow ... . .... 8uturalis, sp. n., p. 193. 

4. Hind tibiae so curved as to appear broken, curvipes , Sch., p. 192. 

Hind tibiae without such appearance 5. 

5. Abdomen all black ; at most 1st segment 

more or less pale, or extreme hind margins 
of segments yellow or whitish .... 6. 

Abdomen never all black; definite 
yellowish spots of some size always 
present, generally more or less like those 
of E. tenax . .. . 7. 


6. Wings with a large brown suffusion in 

middle 

Wings clear . 

7. Basal half of hind femora orange.. 

Hind femora wholly black, or tips only 

pale . 

8. Considerably pubescent species, somewhat 

like E. intricar ius. Basal pubescence 
of abdomen dense, yellow, apical 
pubescence red. .... 

Comparatively bare species, never like 
intricarins , generally more or less like 
tenax 


[p. 168. 

himalayensis, Brun., 
albibasis, Big., p. 169. 
basifemoratus, sp. n., 

[p. 176. 

8 . 


[p. 171. 

intricarioides , sp. n., 

9. 


* See note in Appendix. t Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 242 (1908). 

1 Bee. Ind. Mas. xi, p. 228 (1915). 
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9. A cross-band of greyish pubescence on 

thorax . . .. .. 

Thorax without such cross-band 
10. Spots on 3rd abdominal segment in c? 
triangular or oblong, placed on the 
anterior margin and reaching side 
margins; in $, spots smaller and 
narrower, but always on anterior margin. 
Spots on 3rd abdominal segment (<$ $) 
narrower, linear, not reaching side 
margins, placed transversely over centre 

of segment . .. . 

1 1. Epistome conspicuously and conically 

produced . 

Epistome only moderately produced 

12. Eyes striped . 

Eyes never striped; either spotted, 
irregularly marked or unicolorous .... 

13. Thorax yellow, with 4 conspicuous black 

stripes; 3rd abdominal segment mainly 
or wholly black . 

Thorax dull yellowish - grey, with 4 
indistinct black stripes; 3rd abdominal 
segment mainly yellowish . ... 

14. Eyes spotted, or with irregular dark 

markings 
Eyes unicolorous 

15. Eyes in <3 contiguous (presumably so in 

tabanoides, in which 3 is unknown) .. 
Eyes in 3 comparatively widely separated. 

16. Obviously black or aeneous species .. 

Black and yellow species (black and grey 

in tabanoides) 

17. Abdomen uniformly aeneous, without spots. 
Abdomen with grey or whitish spots 

18. Abdominal spots obliquely placed 
Abdominal spots transversely placed 

19. Second, 3rd and 4th abdominal segments 

all orange except for a clear-cut posterior 
margin and a median stripe: no arcuate 
whitish bands present 
Second, 3rd and 4th segments never all 
orange, the markings never rectangular; 
arcuate whitish bands normally present 

20. Femora normally all orange or brownish- 

orange ... 

Femora black ; tip generally more or less 
pale .... . . . 

21. Thorax and abdomen yellow and black .. 
Thorax and abdomen whitish-grey, with 

black stripes and bands, practically no 
yellow present. ... 

22. Tarsi yellowish-white nearly to tips; 

abdomen comparatively shorter, more 
ovate-conical . ... 

Tarsi black, at most pale at base; abdomen 
comparatively longer and narrower, more 
elongate-conical 


10 . 

11 . 


solitus, Walk., p. 172. 


[p. 176. 

angustimarginalis, sp. n., 

simulaius , sp. n., p. 177. 
arbustorum, L., p. 179. 

13. 

14. 


quinquelineatus, F., var. 
[orientalis, n., p. 183. 

tceniops , Wied., p. 186. 

15. 

23. 

16. 

sepulchralis, L., p. 161. 
17. 


i9. 

taphicus , Wied., p. 162. 
18. 

obliquus, Wied., p. 164. 
Icetus , Wied., p. 165. 


[p. 180. 

polychro?natus, sp. n., 


20 . 

arvorum, Fabr., p. 181. 

21 . 

22 . 


[p. 189. 

tabanoides, Jaenn., 

[p. 187. 

quinquestriatvs, Fabr., 

[p. 190. 

obscuritarsis, de Meij., 
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23. Eyes with two distinct bands of dense, 

darker-coloured pubescence Unax, L., p. 173. 

Eyes without any such bands .. 24. 

24. Wings with a large, conspicuous brown [p. 167. 

spot in middle ... ... . mactdipennts, de Meij., 

Wings grey; abdomen with greenish sub- 
metalhc spots; eyes bare .. niger, Wied., p. 163. 

Wings grey ; abdomen black, with trans¬ 
verse yellowish-grey bands; eyes with 
obvious greyish pubescence on lower 

half; almost a “ furry ” species orientalis, Wied., p. 170. 

E. transpositus, Walk., pallineuins, Macq. (p. 160), and cognatus, 
Wied. (p. 175), are not included in the above table owing to no 
information being available as regards the antennae. The type of 
transpositus is probably lost. The first two species have the thorax 
metallic, and transpositus possesses, in addition, a large dark spot 
in the middle of the wing; this spot is absent, in pallineuris. 
E. cognatu*, Wied., falls near Unax. E. multifarius , Walk., is also 
not included in the table as the hind femora are rather con¬ 
spicuously incrussated; see remarks on p. 194. 

The several attempts which have been made to subdivide Eristalis 
on account of the unwieldy number of its species cannot be 
considered successful; as whether the markings of the eyes or 
those of the thorax be adopted as characters on which to efft ct 
the subdivision, by either method groups of species are created 
which are by no means homogeneous. Such groups in any case 
must be regarded at most as subgenera. If based on the eye- 
markings, plus the separation of species with plumose arista from 
those having this organ bare or nearly so, these subgenera would 
be as follows :— 


Avista distinctly plumose on at least basal half . 
Arista bare or slightly pubescent 

Eyes with longitudinal dark stripes * 

Eyes with spots or irregular markings. 

Eyes contiguous in cf 

Eyes rather widely separated in $ 

Eyes unicolorous, unmarked. 


Eristalis. 


Eristalodes. 

Lathyrophthalmus. 

Eristalinus. 

Eristalomyia. 


Iu the first place, since the species tenax , L.. the universally 
accepted type of the genus, would under the above arrangement 
fall in the subgenus Eristalomyia , this latter name would have to be 
replaced by Eristalis, s. str., which would necessitate renaming the 
subgeuiis with species possessing a plumose arista. Verrall abso¬ 
lutely refused to place the species tenax , L., in any other genus 
except Eristalis : but if the above subgenera were to be 


• Stripes are always longitudinal, to whatever part of the body the term mny 
be applied ; if transverse they are called bands (or transverse stripes). So far 
as uiy own writings go, these terms are never used in any contrary sense. 
Measurements of the extent, of contiguity of the eyes are made from the extreme 
vertex to the extreme anterior projecting margin of the Irons, which overhangs 
the actual base of the antenna?. Measurements of the width of the frons in the 
9 are made on a line running through the base of the antennae. In all such 
cases my measurements have been judged by the eye alone. 
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regarded as genera, the time-honoured genus Eristalis would thus 
be robbed of its universally accepted type-species. To avoid this 
the name Eristalis would, as stated, have to stand for the present 
Eristalomyia , and the present subgenus Eristalis (species with 
pubescent arista) would have to be renamed. Secondly, this classifi¬ 
cation is purely arbitrary, as all the subgenera so formed would 
embrace incongruous species, even when only the Oriental species 
of the genus are considered. A separation into species with the 
thorax longitudinally striped and those with no stripes would not 
be any better, for the same reason. The degree of pubescence or 
bareness of the eyes has no taxonomic value, as it varies in the sexes 
of the same species, and is only useful occasionally in separating 
small sets of species. Under these circumstances I have felt 
justified in arranging the species in what appear to be natural 
groups, constructed admittedly on general appearance. 

For practical purposes the species may be roughly grouped as 
follows:—i. Those with a metallic thorax: transpositus,pallineuris. 
2. uEneous or wholly black species : sepulchral? s, taphicus, niger , 
obliquus, Icetus, maculipennis, himalayensis , albibasis. 3. Rather 
densely pubescent species (intricar ius- like) : orientalis , intricari- 
oxdes . 4. Species with the facies of E. tenax : solitus , tenax , 

cognatus , basifemoratus, angustimargirudis , simulatus , arbustorum , 
polychromatus , arvorum , 5-lineatus , tceniops , b-striatus , tabanoides , 
obscuritarsis. 5. Species with the facies of Megaspis , with short 
abdomen and a transverse thoracic band : curvipes , latus, suturalis. 
E. curvipes is placed in the last section on account of its trans¬ 
verse thoracic bands. 


126. Eristalis transpositus. Walk . 

Eristalis transpositus , Walker, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond., n. ser., v, 
p. 289 (1860). 

3 5 . “ Bluish-green, shiniug ; head black in front, where there 
is white shining tomentum on each side ; antennae black; abdomen 
bright cupreous at the tip; tarsi black ; wing? blackish on the fore 
half, limpid on the hind border. 

“Length of the body 7lines; of the wings 16 lines. 
Burma.” 

Type originally in Saunders’s collection, probably now lost, and 
no subsequent information seems available. 

The metallic thorax will separate this species and pallineuris from 
all other Indian ones. 


127. Eristalis pallineuris, Macq. 

Eristalis pallineuris , Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 46 (1842). 

3 14 Face with white tomentum and indistinct brown band. 

Frons in front with yellowish tomentum and short black hairs. 
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Antennas brownish-testaceous. Eyes bare. Thorax metallic greeu, 
with yellow tomentum ; scutullum yellow, brownish at the base. 
Abdomen with large contiguous yellow spots on each side, 
emarginations shining. Femora black, tibi® yellow, fore and hind 
pairs brown at tips; tarsi tawny. Halteres yellowish. Wings 
clear, a little yellowish at base, veins pale; 1st basal cell ex¬ 
tending to middle of discal cell. 

“ From Bengal [Duvaucel]. Paris Museum.” 

1 have seen no specimen of this species, nor can I glean any 
information as to which subgenus it should be referred. 

126. Eristalis sepulchralis, L. (PI. IV, fig. 3.) 

Musca sepulchralis, Linnaeus, Syst. Nat. Ed. 10, p. 596 (1758). 

Musca atra, Harris, Expos. Engl. Ins. p. 58, pi. xv, fig. 11 (1782). 

Syrphtts tristis, Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 303 (1794). 

S 2 • Head : <J, eyes rather widely separated, frons from 
vertex rather rapidly narrowing to about half-way to base of 
antennae, below which point it widens again; at its narrowest 
point it is about half as wide as at vertex and about one-ninth 
w idth of head at that part. Eyes with spots or irregular black 
markings and brownish-grey pubescence. Vertex and upper part 
of frons blackish with black pubescence, lower part with grey 
dust and pale yellow pubescence. Face black, with grey dust and 
yellowish-grey to w'hitish pubescence; central knob small, black, 
shining, bare. Antennae black, base of 3rd joint often orange, arista 
bare. Occiput dark grey, with long blackish hairs behind vertex 
and greyish hairs on lower part. In 2 , frons with almost parallel 
sides nearly to antennae, thence gradually widening as does the face, 
both covered with yellowish-grey dust, leaving the ocellar triangle, 
a small spot in middle of frons, the small central knob, front edge 
of mouth and a small space between face and cheeks, shining 
black. Pubesceuce black above antennae, yellowish on rest of 
frons, yellowish or vellowish-grey on face. 3rd antennal joint 
generally more reddish than in and eyes less pubescent. 
Thorax black; a pair of more or lers distinct, short, narrow, 
grey, well-separated stripes from anterior margin, nob reaching 
suture, and traces of darker longitudinal stripes; humeri 
and extreme lateral margins of dorsum for some distance, grey; 
pleura more or less shining blackish. Pubescence of thorax dense, 
yellowish-grey ; scutellum with a dull aeneous tinge and yellowish- 
grey pubescence. In $ , dorsum light grey with four subequal, 
equidistant, longitudinal, shining black stripes from front to hind 
margin, often more or less narrowed at the ends ; sometimes some 
greyish dust on upjjer part of sternopleura. Abdomen short, dull 
sneous; a large, deep black spot on 2nd segment from anterior 
margin nearly to hind margin, cut away deeply on each side, thus 
leaving a Luge aeneous triangle filling each ourer third of the seg¬ 
ment ; hind margin aeneous. A similar, rather smaller spot on 3rd 
segment; 4th segment with a small black spot at base. Pubescence 

M 
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yellowish-grey, more whitish at sides, black on hind margins of 
3rd and 4th segments; genitalia rather large, rounded, mostly 
concealed, greyish-black. Venter black, pubescence pale; hind 
margins of segments narrowly orange. In $ , abdomen aeneous, 
dull on disc of 1st segment, on a large X-shaped spot on 2nd 
segment, and on a dorsal line on basal half of 3rd segment. 
Pubescence short and whitish at sides, yellow on disc but black 
on hind margins of 3rd and 4th segments. Legs black; knees 
and often base of anterior tarsi more or less orange; pubescence 
mainly yellowish, longest on basal two-thirds of hind femora, 
blackish on apical third; short black pubescence on hind side of 
anterior tibiae and on basal half of hind tibiae. In 2 the orange 
colour is a little more extensive. Wings nearly clear, especially in 
2 ; stigma very small, dark brown; halteres and squamae yellowish. 

Length, 8-9 mm. 

Described from Indian Museum specimens from Kashmir and 
China, with additional notes from Verrall’s description of British 
examples. Shanghai, l.v.1906; Hankow’, 22-26.iv.1906 (Brunetti). 
Widely spread in Europe. 

129. Eristalis taphicus, Wied. 

Eristalis taphicus , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 191, 2 (1830). 

Eristalis ridens, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 610, $ (1849). 

3 2 Head : eyes in 3 contiguous for less than half the dis¬ 
tance from vertex to irons, front facets slightly larger than the 
rest; vertical triangle and upper part of eyes with yellowish-grey 
pubescence. Erons and face with yellowish-grey tomentum, the 
former with longer yellowish hairs also, latter with inconspicuous 
very fine white hairs; face very slightly produced diagonally for¬ 
wards and not at all below eyes themselves in profile. Antennal 
prominence shining brown, upper margin sometimes bright yellow; 
antennal 1st and 2nd joints black, 3rd reddish-brown, upper side 
black; arista bare, reddish-brown. Central bump shining black, 
bare, small; mouth-border black, bare, except for a little grey dust 
in the centre. Occiput grey-dusted, extreme side margins shining 
white; bright yellow'pubescence on lower part of head. In $, 
frons barely one-fifth of head at vertex, sides parallel on upper 
part, gradually separating towards level of antenna?; face also 
gradually widening to its lowest margin. Erons shining black, 
densely pubescent, covered with yellowish-grey tomentum and 
rather dense eoueolorous pubescence. Eace covered with white 
tomentum and pubescence. Thorax: dorsum grey, with four 
subequal, nearly contiguous, longitudinal, black stripes, narrowed 
on anterior margin and often more or less united on hind margin ; 
whole surface with dense yellowish-brown pubescence, b’cutellum 
aeneous,with denseyellowish-brown pubescence. Pleura moderately 
dark ash-grey, with pale yellowish-white pubescence. Abdomen 
shining aeneous, minutely punctate, with dense pubescence, which 
is mainly brownish but more whitish towards and on sides and 
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anterior half of 2nd segment. Venter shining black, with whitish 
pubescence ; hind margins of segments whitish. Legs : coxse and 
femora shining black, with a little yellowish pubescence, tips of 
latter orange-brown; tibiae with basal half yellowish, remainder 
blackish-brown, all with pale yellow pubescence; tarsi blackish- 
brown, at least ou upper side, middle pair (and sometimes fore 
pair also) with first two tarsal joints brownish-orange. Wings 
clear; stigma narrowly brownish-vellow; subcostal cell very pale 
brownish-yellow; halteres yellowish : squamae and fringe whitish. 

Length , about 9 mm. 

Described from a short series in the Indian Museum from 
Karachi ( Camming ). Lucknow, 4. vi. 1908, on melon ; 21. i. 1898; 
Baroda, 1. iv. 1909 ; Allahabad, ll.xii. 1905 ( Hoivlett ); Delhi, 
iii. 1913 ( Ifowlett ); Bombay, 21. iii. 1905; 2. iii. 1905, on sea¬ 
weed ; Baluchistan ( Cleghorn ). The type of E. ridens, a $ from 
Albania, is obviously conspecific with E. taphicus. Further speci¬ 
mens in the British Museum are from China and Corea, and (as 
ridens) from South France, Monaco, Cyprus and India. Type $ , 
from Egypt, in Frankfurt Museum. 

Though regarded by many authors as a variety of ceneus, Scop., 
E. taphicus appears to be a valid species. The thorax is always 
obviously striped, though often less distinctly in the tf, whereas 
4*neux has nominally a wholly aeneous thorax, although in occasional 
individuals on close examination traces can be seen of a disposition 
to divide into four broad practically contiguous stripes. Other 
characters are a “ reddish ” spot on the anterior corners of the 
venter, but this varies from nearly white, through yellowish to 
reddish-brown or orange. There is also a whitish dust spot or a 
whitish reflection on the mesopleura, and a round, sometimes very 
conspicuous, similar spot on the sternopleura. The pale spots on 
the venter are present in ceneus though only whitish or yellowish, 
but the spots on the thorax are always absent in that species. 
The black stripes on a grey or whitish ground in taphicus are as 
distinct in normal specimens as in any species of the groups with the 
thorax striped, especially in the female; they are closer together 
in the male and might easily be Confluent in individuals, but in 
such cases the greyish spots on the pleurae should determine the 
species. One <3 , however, in the British Museum from Albania 
is intermediate, as the grey spot is present on the sternopleuva but 
not on the mesopleura, and the dorsum of the thorax is just per¬ 
ceptibly though very narrowly divisible into four almost contiguous 
black stripes. 

130. Eristalis niger, Wied. 

Eristalis niger, Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 38 (1828); id., Auss. 
ZweiH. ii, p. 183 (1830); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 260, 3 
descr. (1908). 

Eristalis bomboides, Walker. Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. iv, p. 119 
(1860). 

Eristalis absentat a. Walker, op. cit. v, p. 239 (1861). 

Eristalis torlttosa, Walker, op. cit. v, p. 266 (1861). 

m2 
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3 $> . Head black; in 3 , eyes unicolorous, pubescent on upper 
part; frons prominent, shining black, with long, thick, black 
pubescence. In $ , frons narrower at vertex than at level of 
autennse, where it is less than one-third width of head; black, 
with dense dark yellowish-brown pubescence on upper part; 
shining black, with fine black pubescence on lower part; a grey 
dust-spot on each eye-margin below middle; eyes bare. In both 
sexes epistome moderately produced, shining black or dark steel- 
blue, with whitish pubescence, leaving a broad median bare 
stripe. Antennae blackish-brown, arista bare. Thorax black; in 
front of suture a very conspicuous (in good specimens) narrow 
ash-grey stripe, carried uninterruptedly over pleur® (where it 
bears some whitish pubescence) to the greyish st.ernopleura; rest 
of dorsum with very dense, short dark brown pubescence; rest of 
pleura yellowish-grey, with some sparse yellow pubescence on 
pteropleura. Scuiellum aeneous-black with brownish pubescence. 
Abdomen in 3 black, black-haired; a metallic-grey broad band 
on front margin of 2nd segment, with a similar narrower one, 
almost interrupted, on front margin of 3rd and 4th segments; 
hind margins of 2nd and 4th segments metallic grey and that of 
the 3rd with a broad triangular spot. In $ , 1st segment black 
with a shining aeneous hind border and on each outer third dense, 
very shining, gold-yellow pubescence; 2nd segment with a fairly 
broad black front apd hind margin, connected by a median black 
stripe widening hindwards, leaving rest of surface to form two 
large, aeneous, green-tinged spots ; 3rd segment greenish-aeneous, 
with a moderately broad black band extending from the hind 
corners foruards to about middle of segment; 4th segment 
similar to 3rd, the black band across middle of segment slightly 
arcuate; 5th segment wholly greenish-aeneous. Pubescence very 
dense, brownish-yellow, but very short and remarkably incon¬ 
spicuous. Venter obscurely yellowish on basal half towards sides, 
remainder black. Legs black, basal half of middle (c? ), or all ( $ ), 
tibiae yellowish, pubescence yellowish-white. Wings “pale 
brownish-yellow, darker in 3 ” ( Wiedemann) ; in the $ before 
me almost uniformly moderately dark grey, stigma barely darker; 
squamae yellow with concolorous fringe; halteres yellowish. 

Length , 9-10 mm. 

Kedescribed mainly from a large $ in good condition in the 
British Museum from Singapore, and a 6 and $ in the Indian 
Museum. It is recorded also from Bengal, Java, Borneo and 
Papua. The type 3 9 of bomboides , type $ of obscurata, and type 
3 of tortvosa are all in the British Museum and are certainly 
conspeeih'e. The synonymy is by Major Austen. Type ( 9 ) from 
Java, in Wiedemann's collection. 

131. Eristalis obliquus, Wied. (PI. IV, fig. 4.) 

Endalis obliqum, Wiedemann, Anal. But. p. 38(1828); id., Auss. 
Zweifl. ii, p. 187 (1830); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p.248, 
pi. vii, ligs. 17, 18, abdomen (1908). 
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2 . Head : eyes bare; frons and face enclosed by two straight 
but gradually diverging lines from vertex to mouth-opening ; frons 
rather less than one-third of head at base of antennae, covered, as 
is face also, with brownish-yellow tomentum, former bearing 
brown hairs, latter with yellowish pubescence; vertex with black 
hairs; face only moderately produced; central buiup distinct but 
small, brownish-yellow, bare; mouth region nearly bare; head 
barely perceptibly produced below eyes themselves in profile. 
Antennae and arista orange-brown, latter bare. Occiput blackish- 
grey with a little pale pubescence, upper margin with short black 
pubescence, lower one with a little, longer, whitish pubescence. 
Thorax : dorsum yellowish-grev tomentose, with four longitudinal 
shining black stripes from anterior to posterior margin, of about 
equal width and nearly equidistant, the two median ones nearer 
together and sometimes practically united. Sides of thorax 
moderately shining black; mesopleura and upper part of sterno- 
pleura grey-dusced. Scutellum brownish-yellow, a little darker at 
base^Avith yellow pubescence and black hairs basally. Abdomen dull 
black; 1st segment pale yellowish ; 2nd with a broad brownish- 
yellow band on anterior margin, very much contracted behind in 
middle, widened at sides, nearly filling side margins except on hind 
corner of segment; hiud margin of segment shining black; 3rd 
and 4th segments dull black, the hind margins with a very shining 
black band, broadest in middle; on each of these segments is a 
rather large, approximately oval, yellowish-grey spot on each side, 
diagonally placed; upper end of each spot on anterior margin, lower 
end nearlv reaching middle of side margin; 5th segment a small 
replica of 3rd and 4th. Pubescence of abdomen pale yellowish-grey; 
venter maiuly yellowish with pale yellowish pubescence. Legs 
b’nck; tips of femora rather narrowly, basal half of fore, a 
little more than half of middle and hind tibiae rather broadly at 
base, yellowish; 1st and 2nd tarsal joints yellowish or brownish- 
yellow, remainder black. Pubescence of legs rather short, uni¬ 
formly yellowish except on front side of hind tibiae, where it is 
black. Wings quite clear except a little yellowish at base ; stigma 
almost imperceptible, but with a minute elongate brown mark at 
inner and outer ends; halteres yellowish. 

Length, 8-10 mm. 

Described from a few indifferent examples in the Indian Museum 
from Calcutta, 27 iv. 1916; 30. v. 1914; 8. vi. 1907; salt lakes 
near Calcutta, on Avicennia blossoms, 30. v. 1914 ( Gh'aveh /); 
Sunderbunds, 21. viii. 1909 (Jenkins) ; Coimbatore, S. India, 
25. i. 1913. De Meijere records a 3 from Java, and states that 
it is exceedingly like the 3 of ai'vorum. Types (3 2) from 
Bengal, in Wiedemann’s and Westermann’s collections. 

132. Eristalis latus, Witd. (PI. IV, fig. 2.) 

Eristalis l<etus, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 192 (1830). 

3 9 Head : in 3 eyes contiguous for a very short space, 
perhaps one-fifth of distance from vertex to base of antenna?, dark 
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red with small darker spots and markings, giving a somewhat 
brain-like appearance; shortly and finely pubescent oil upper 
and front part only. Vertical triangle black with some black 
hairs; frontal triangle shining black, wholly covered with black 
pubescence, with a small prominence in centre; anterior edge 
brownish-orange. Face aeneous-black with whitish-grey pubes¬ 
cence; central bump small but rather conspicuous, shining black, 
bare, as is the lowest part of the head for a moderately broad 
space. Epistome not appreciably produced below eyes themselves 
in profile, but; directed diagonally forwards and downwards. 
Autennae blackish, sometimes brownish-orange on under side of 
3rd joint; arista brown, microscopically pubescent at base. In $ , 
frons varying from slightly narrower to slightly broader than 
one-third of head at base of antennae; moderately shining black 
with grey or yellowish-grey tomentum, wholly with black pubes¬ 
cence; a dull black, rather broad, transverse band from eye to 
eye just above middle of frons, generally slightly extended down¬ 
wards in middle; vertex and a space above antennae shining 
black, with the small but obvious, bluntly conical, bump towards 
anterior margin as in 3 • Thorax in 3 aeneous-black, shining, 
with brownish-grey pubescence; sides aeneous, sternopleura 
aeneous-grey, all with yellowish-grey pubescence; scutellum 
shining black, with a slight bluish tinge and brownish-grey pubes¬ 
cence. In $ , dorsum shining black ; on humeri aud thence along 
side margins to suture yellowish-grey or ash-grey, which is con¬ 
tinued thence as a fine stripe on each side nearly to posterior cnlli; 
two median, well separated, very uarrow, similarly coloured stripes 
from anterior to posterior margin, where they merge iuto a more 
or less grey space in front of scutellum. Pleurae yellowish-grey 
or nearly ash-grey, sometimes slightly shining. Abdomen in 3 : 
1st segment dull blackish-grev, black at base in middle; 2nd duli 
black, hind margin rather narrowly shining in centre; a broad 
triangular aeneous spot on each side margin, extended narrowly oil 
inner side as a fine line, disappearing before middle of segment; 
3rd segment shining black, with a transverse aeneous spot on each 
side margin as in 2nd segment; having also a pair of transverse 
greyish narrow spots overlying the aeneous spots, but well clear of 
side margins of segment, their inner ends almost contiguous ; also 
a moderately wide, nearly straight, dull black band with parallel 
edges across middle of segment, prolonged in centre to anterior 
margin ; 4th segment dull black with two greyish transverse spots 
as on 3rd but united, forming, a curved band with the middle part 
touching anterior margin ; hinder third of segment, except at 
sides, shining black. Pubescence of abdomen brownish-grey but 
more whitish towards side margins ; venter mainly shining black 
with a little whitish pubescence; hind margins of segments grey. 
In $ » the elongate transverse spots on side margins of 2nd seg¬ 
ment yellowish and translucent, with an overlying narrow grev 
spot on each, much as in 3rd segment in 3 ; these grey spots on 
3rd and 4th segments broader and united, forming a very broadly 
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open, inverted V-shaped band, its centre just touching anterior 
margin of segment; these bands in some specimens are barely 
broader than in d and more yellowish-grey. Legs black; all 
femora narrowly orange at tip; basal half of anterior tibiae and 
base of hind pair narrowly, orange; 1st joint of fore, 1st and 2nd 
joints of middle tarsi, more or less orange. Pubescence of legs 
pale yellowish. Wings nearly clear, a minute dark brown spot at 
inner end of the very small brownish stigma; halteres orange. 

Length, 6-8 mm. 

Described from a limited number of each sex. Ootacamund, 
S. India, 20-31. xii. 1912 {Fletcher ); Mysore, 4000-5000 ft., 
2-12. xi. 1912 (Fletcher); Pusa, ix. 1907; Katmandu, Nepal; 
Abu (Nurse); Shillong, 10-12. x. 1914. Originally described from 
China. 

133. Erutalis maculipennis, de Meij. 

Eristalis maculipennis, de Meij. Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 261, d (1908). 

d 2 Scad : in d, eyes bare, closely contiguous for nearly 
half the distance from vertex to base of antennas, leaving a narrow 
vertical triangle, black with a few black hairs, and reddish ocelli; 
frontal triangle rather prominent, shining black with black hairs ; 
face with median black stripe and moderately prominent blunt 
central bump,nearly bare, shining; rest of face with grey tomentum 
and black hairs. Head barely produced below level of eyes even in 
front, so cheeks are practically absent, but this part has short 
whitish hairs. Antenna dark brown, arista brownish at base, 
very little plumose at base only. Occiput blackish, no margin 
appearing beyond level of eyes. In $, frons about one-fourth 
width of head at level of antenna, narrowing gradually to vertex, 
dull black on upper two-thirds, lower third shining black. Thorax 
dull brownish-yellow, dorsum more or less blackish with very 
short yellowish pubescence; scutellum brownish-yellow with 
concolorous pubescence. Abdomen conical, longer than thorax, 
especially in $ In d, brownish-yellow, rather shining; an 
indistinct curved narrow band, corive* side in front, across middle 
of 2nd segment; 3rd segment with a trace of a pale anterior 
margin, the remainder blackish-brown, as are the entire 4th and 
5th segments. Pubescence yellowish on pale parts of abdomen 
and black on the back parts. Venter brownish-yellow, blackish 
in middle of 2nd segment and on most of the 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments, with a little pale pubescence. In $, abdomen darker 
brown ; 2nd segment blackish towards all four coiners, also 3rd 
and 4th segments posteriorly; 5th all black. Venter mainly 
black. Legs all black with short black pubescence except for a 
little yellow pubescence on upper side of hind femora; basal half 
of anterior tibiae and extreme base of hind pair yellowish. Wings 
yellowish ; stigma dark blackish-brown, large; a large dark brown 
suffusion thence extending over anterior cross-vein, tip of 1st 
basal cell and base of 3rd posterior cell ; a similar suffusion 
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(apparently sometimes joined along the costa to the previous one) 
over tips of 1st, 2nd and 3rd veins; halteres brownish-yellow. 

Length, , 14 min. 

Described from 1 <3 , Tenasserim Valley (Doherty) and 1 $, 
Margherita, Assam, the latter labelled by Bigot “ ? exterus , Walk.” 
A 2 ia the British Museum from Mt. Dulangan, Mindoro, 
Philippine Is., 5000 ft., xi. 1895-i. 1896 ( Whitehead ). Judging 
from the description the species appears quite distinct from 
Walker’s exterus. 

Type in the Hungarian National Museum. 

134. Eristalis himalayensis, Brun. 

Eristalis ursinus, Biorot (nec Jaennicke), Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (5) 
x, p. 215 (1880). 

Eristalis himalayensis, nom. nov., Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 70 
(1908). 

6 $ Bead: eyes wholly pubescent, but with an additional 
band of very dense dark brown pubescence running from near 
vertex down the middle of each eye to lower corner; in 3 , eyes 
closely contiguous for a short distance; vertical triangle nearly 
equilateral, with brownish ocelli and long blackish-brown hair; 
frontal triangle blackish, rather dull, but shining towards tip, 
wholly covered (except the more or less shining brown extreme 



Fig. 35 .—Eristalis himalayensis , Brun., <3. 

apical margin) with long black hairs. Face only slightly cut away 
below antennae, anterior edge nearly straight, moderately shining 
black with yellow pubescence, which is nearly absent on cheeks 
and mouth-border and on the not prominent central bump; lowest 
part of head descending barely below the eyes themselves in 
profile, but extended diagonally downwards to a distance of half 
their height. Antennm black, arista brownish, strongly plumose 
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on basal half to three-fourths. Proboscis black. Occiput blackish, 
with long brown hairs on upper margin, which disappear gradually 
towards side margins; lower half with bright yellow hairs that 
gradually lengthen towards under side. Thorax blackish, a just 
perceptible greyish band along suture and traces of another on 
anterior margin. Dorsum, sides and the bright yellow scutellum 
with dense, long, bright yellowish pubescence. Abdomen a little 
longer than thorax, bluntly conical; black with pubescence dense, 
short, and black except on 1st segment and anterior corners (more 
or less) of 2nd segment, where it is yellowish ; some yellowish hairs 
scattered over all the dorsum, and a weak fringe of them on hind 
margins of 2nd and 3rd segments, which margins may be just per¬ 
ceptibly pale. Venter blackish-grey, darker at tip; pubescence 
yellowish, black towards tip. Legs black; anterior knees narrowly 
and about basal half of anterior tibiae, also middle metatarsi, 
yellowish. Pubescence of legs generally following ground-colour, 
but rather long, thick, yellow hair on hind side of anterior femora, 
and yellowish-brown pubescence on anterior and upper sides of 
hind femora. Wings yellowish-grey; stigma indefinitely dark 
brown; a large yellowish-brown suffusion from middle of costa 
filling about the middle third of the anterior half of the wing 
and extending broadly and indefinitely along most of the veins; 
halteres and squam® yellow, latter with yellow fringe. 

Length, 15-18 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes in the Indian Museum 
and other collections. Sikkim ( Knyvett ; de Niceville ); Darjiling, 
9000-12,000 ft. ( Burkill ); Ohitlong, Nepal; Naini Tal; Phagu, 
Simla District, 9000 ft. (Annandale ; Kemp); Tolpani, Gahrwal 
District ( Tytler). Apparently common along the Himalayas at 
about 5,000 ft. and upwards during most of the summer. Origin¬ 
ally described by Bigot from India. The name ursinus was used 
by Jaennicke for a Javan species (Abh. Senckenb. Natur. Qes. 
vi, p. 401, 1867). 

135. Eristalis albibasis, Big. 

ErUtalis albibasis , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (5) x. p. 215 (1880). 

2 . Head : eyes sparsely pubescent, but with a little, longer, pale 
yellowish hair on lower part and a longitudinal band of dense 
dark brown pubescence as in himalayensis ; frons nearly twice as 
wide at level of antenn® (where it forms rather more than one-third 
of the head) as at vertex ; moderately dark brown, shining, with 
vertex broadly a little darker, also a not very distinct transverse 
darker band across middle, all the frons bearinglong blackish-brown 
pubescence. Face a little lighter brown, shining, with rather sparse 
yellowish hairs, descending diagonally below eyes for a distance 
equal to about two-thirds of their height, but only slightly below 
eyes themselves in profile; anterior margin slightlv curved, median 
bump not prominent. AnteDn® black, arista plumose for two- 
thirds of its length. Occiput dark grey, with very narrow silvery 
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margin, long brownish-yellow hairs on upper margin, and. yellow 
hairs on lower margin ; but the hairs are shorter and disappear at 
the middle of the side margins. Thorax practically as in Jrima- 
layensis. Abdomen dark brown, rather shining; 1st segment 
whitish, broader than in himalayensis. Pubescence of abdomen 
very short, yellowish, much longer on 1st segment and anterior 
corners and sides of 2nd. Venter dark brown with a little pale 
pubescence. Leys yellowish-brown ; apical half of anterior tibiae, 
all the tarsi (except middle metatarsi) and hind legs, darker brown. 
Wings absolutely clear, stigma absent; halteres and squamae 
brownish-yellow. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from one $> in the Indian Museum, Simla, 7000 ft., 
16. v. 1909 ( Annandale ). This is undoubtedly a valid species, 
though it bears a considerable resemblance to himalayensis , from 
which it is easily separated by the clear wings, greater depth of 
epistome below the eyes, and minor characters. The type (in 
Bigot’s collection), which I have compared, was described from 
India. 

136. Eristalis orientalis, Wied. 

Eristaiis orientalis, Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 38 (1828); id., Auss. 

Zweifl. ii, p. 181 (1830); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 257 (1908). 

6 ? • Head : eyes in <S wholly with rather dense greyish 
pubescence ; closely contiguous for about one-third of the distance 
from vertex to antennae; vertical triangle small, black, with black 
hairs; frontal triangle considerably projecting, black, with long, 
rather coarse, grey hair; face slightly cut away below antennae, 
thence downwards forming a gentle, not prominent, curve with 
central bump not obvious; epistome not or barely descending 
lower than eyes themselves in absolute profile, and but slightly 
diagonally downwards and forwards ; the whole covered with long, 
rather coarse, grey pubescence; a median bare, shining black 
stripe with somewhat irregular limits. Antennae and the bare 
arista black. Occiput black, with greyish toinentum; upper 
margin with black hairs, lower one with grey pubescence. In $ , 
fronsand face gradually widening from above downwards; at level 
of antennae distinctly more than one-third width of head ; dusted 
with brownish-yellow, frons with rather dense, moderately long, 
blackish-brown pubescence, face with finer, pale yellow pubescence, 
leaving a rather broad, shining black, bare median stripe with ill- 
defined sides. Thorax with nearly anterior half of dorsum 
brownish-grey, bearing yellowish pubescence; rest of dorsum 
moderately shining black with dense blaek pubescence; sides of 
thorax ash-grey with yellowish pubescence. Scutellum con¬ 
spicuously orange with yellow’ pubescence. Abdomen black, 
slightly shining; 1st segment greyish with yellow pubescence; 
2nd with a large, triangular, brownish-yellow spot on each side 
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covered with dense orange-yellow pubescence, the space between 
these spots bearing yellow pubescence, the rest of the segment 
dense black pubescence ; 3rd and 4th segments with a broad band 
of dense yellow pubescence on anterior margins and a not very 
conspicuous seneous band across middle of black part of each; the 
black part 8 with dense black pubescence, but the side margins of 
abdomen with yellow pubescence; last segment shining black 
with black pubescence. Venter pale yellowish on about basal 
half, narrowly grey at base, rest black, all with pale yellow 
pubescence. Legs black, basal half of fore tibiae and about three- 
fourths of middle pair brown, pulvilli orange; hind femora 
distinctly thickened, hind tibiae curved ; pubescence of legs mainly 
yellowish, but black on hind legs except on upper side of femora, 
where it is yellowish. Wings yellowish-grey, generally distinctly 
but irregularly brownish from stigmatic region to tip, also slightly 
at base ; halteres brownish-yellow. 

Length , 12-14 mm. 

Described from a few examples from Sikkim in the Indian 
Museum. Singla, Darjiling District, 1500 ft. ( Lord CarmichaeVs 
collector). Originally described from a specimen from Java, in 
Westermann’s collection, probably now in Vienna Museum. 

137. Eristalis intricarioides, sp. nov. 

o. Head : frons and face with straight but not parallel sides, 
gradually widening from vertex to lowest point of eyes, where the 
face is twice as wide as the frons at the vertex. Frons at base of 
antennae about one-third the width of the head ; rather dull black, 
covered w r ith yellowish dust (except just above antennae) and long 
black pubescence ; tip of frons shining brown. Face but little cut 
away below antennae, but thence considerably produced into a long 
blunt epistome with bluntly conical tip, descending a considerable 
distance downwards below' eyes themselves in profile, but not 
extending forwards beyond base of antennae ; wholly black with a 
little grey dust and rather long shaggy yellow hair. Antennae with 
1st and 2nd joints blackish, 3rd dull reddish-brown, arista brow'nish, 
strongly plumose on basal three-fourths. Eyes with rather dense 
brownish-yellow pubescence. Occiput greyish-brown with a little 
yellow hair round margin. Thorax black with (apparently) 
microscopic black tomentum, wholly covered (sides included) with 
dense brow'nish-yellow pubescence, with darker brown hairs 
intermixed; pubescence paler or pleur®; scutellum dull orange- 
yellowish with only bright yellow long hairs. Abdomen black; 
sides of 2nd segment at base more or less greyish; 1st segment 
and base of 2nd except at sides, with long, conspicuous, pale yellow 
pubescence; rest of abdomen apparently all covered with rich, 
long, dense, brownish-red pubescence. Venter blackish-grey with 
(apparently) a little sparse yellowish hair. Legs black, with yellow 
pubescence ; some black hair on hind side of fore femora. Wings 
pale grey ; stigma reduced to a small black spot at tip of auxiliary 
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vein; an ill-defined but obvious vellowish-brown, rather narrow 
suffusion extending from stigma nearly to hind border; halteres 
brownish. 

Length, 12 mm. 

Described from a $ from Sikkim ( Knyvett ); in the Indian Museum. 
A furry, intricarius- like species, easily recognised by the colours 
of the abdominal pubescence. E. intricarius has not been recorded 
from India but might easily occur in the Himalayas. The two 
species may tye differentiated thus. In intricarius the basal half 
of the tibias is yellowish, the 2nd abdominal segment wholly black, 
the epistome distinctly shorter than the height of the eyes. In my 
new species all the tibise are wholly black, the middle metatarsi 
quite black ; the ground-colour of the base of the 2nd abdominal 
segment is grey, and the epistome is fully as long as the height of 
the eyes. 

138. Eristalis solitus, Walk. 

EristaHs solitus , Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mue. iii, p. 619 (1849). 

Esistalis barbatus , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (5) x, p. 214 (1880), 

<3 $ Head in <3 with eyes closely contiguous for a distance 
about equal to the length of the Irons, with rather long, dense, 
dark brown pubescence; upper facets much larger than lower 
ones; lower half of eyes with small brown spots. Vertical 
triangle moderately large, black, with dark brown and long bright 
yellow hairs intermixed. Frons black, with blackish-brown, long, 
thick pubescence; lace black with yellowish dust; a barely 
perceptible median black line, sometimes absent, and pale yellow, 
moderately long pubescence which is almost microscopic in the 
black mouth-region. Extreme front edge of antennal prominence 
brownish-orange. Antennae black, arista long, feathered on basal 
half above and below. Occiput and cheeks ash-grey with pale 
yellow pubescence, which is long on under side of head, gradually 
dying away at sides of eyes and becoming very long behind vertex. 
In $, frons and face gradually widening from top to bottom, 
forming rather more than one-third of head at level of antennae. 
Frons with dense black or dark brown pubescence ; pubescence of 
face more whitish than in <3 Thorax blackish-brown ; a moder¬ 
ately broad.transverse stripe from side to side along suture, the 
anterior margin more or less narrowly, the hind margin rather 
broadly, and the humeri, greyish. Pleurae grey, scutellum 
brownish-yellow, whole"dorsum, pleurae and scutellum with long, 
dense pubescence varying from bright yellow to brownish-yellow; 
centre of scutellum bearing some black hairs intermixed. Abdomen : 
ground-colour mainly black ; 1st segment grey ; 2nd with a pair 
of very large triangular spots occupying the major part of the 
surface, including whole of side margins except narrowly behind, 
their apice's near together in the median line but never touching; 
hind margin of segment also narrowly yellow; 3rd segment 
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mainly yellow on anterior half, but with a central black spot, 
which is more or less diamond-shaped, generally just touching 
anterior margin with its upper angle, while the lower angle is 
joined more or less brondly to the black hind part of the segment; 
extreme hind edge of latter yellow. Hind margin of 4th segment 
narrowly but distinctly yellow, orange- or reddish-brown. Pubes¬ 
cence mainly following ground-colour, but brownish-yellow on 4th 
segment and wholly yellow at tip. Venter yellowish on basal half, 
with an indistinct median blackish stripe, hinder half black ; 
pubescence pale yellow throughout. In $, the triangular spots 
on the 2nd abdominal segment do not occupy quite so much of the 
side margins, and they narrow rapidly on the inner side, partaking 
more of the nature of elongate spots with parallel sides, broadening 
suddenly towards side margins. The amount of yellow on the 3rd 
segment is much reduced and the black median spot in that part 
is broader and more irregular in shape. Legs shining black; tips 
of femora narrowly, tibim ou about basal half, a little more than 
half on middle pair, anterior tarsi to a greater or less extent at 
base, yellow or orange. Pubescence pale yellow, but some short 
black hairs intermixed on black parts of tibiae and tarsi. Wings 
nearly clear; yellowish at base and on costa; stigma blackish- 
brown, and the surrounding surface of the wing has the faintest 
brownish-yellow suffusion in this region ; halteres yellow. 

Length , 11-12 mm. 

Described from a large series of both sexes in the Indian 
Museum, and in the Pusa, my own and other collections, from 
hilly regions in India, Burma, Assam, West China and Japan. 
App:ir*;ntly common in the Himalayas throughout most of the 
summer; occurring at least at Simla as early as April (Nurse). 
The unique type d of harbatus in Bigot’s collection is in wretched 
condition, but it is undoubtedly only solitus, Walk. 

Type in British Museum. 

139. Erist&lis tenax, L. 

Muscn tenax. Linuseus, Syst. Nat. Ed. 10, p. 591 (1758). 

Bristol is tenax, Verrall, Brit Flies, Syrph. p. 505, figs. 350-352: 
auctt. var. 

Musca porcina , De Geer, Ius. vi, p. 98 (1776). 

Musca arbustorum, Schrank, Euum. Ins. Austr. p. 902 (1781). 

CSiwps vulgaris, Scopoli, Ent. Cam. p. 960 (1763). 

Conops fuscus, Scopoli, Ent. Cam. p. 961 (1763). 

Eristalis camj^estris, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 387 (1822). 

Eristalis hortorum, Meigen, loc. cit. 

Enstalis syloaticus, Meigen, op. cit. p. 388. 

Eristalis vulpinus , Meigen, loc. cit. 

Var. alpinus, Strobl, Mitt. Ver. Steierm. xxix, p. 185 (1893). 

d $ Head : eyes pubescent, with two longitudinal stripes of 
denser brown hair down the middle of each eve. Vertex with 
black hairs ; frons aud face covered with yellowish tomentum, 
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former with brown, latter with yellowish pubescence; face slightly 
cut away below antennae, but produced forwards and downwards, 
forming a large prominent epistome, whichhowever in profile barely 
extends below the eyes themselves ; also with a black, moderately 
wide, median stripe, which on the central bump is free from pubes¬ 
cence ; cheeks black. Antennae dark brown, arista long, bare. 
In 2 i irons nearly one-third width of head, sbiniug black, with black 
and yellow hairs mixed. Back of head in both sexes with yellowish 
pubescence, longer on lower half. Thorax shining brownish-black, 
duller in front, pubescence short, tawny ; a tuft of paler hairs on 
post-alar calli; scutellum brownish-yellow, with eoncolorous 
pubescence. Abdomen: £ , 1st segment black, 2nd and 3rd 
mainly brownish-orange; a basal black band on 2nd segment, 
narrowing towards sides, not reaching side margins, joined by a 
median stripe to a similar band on hind margin leaving the 
extreme margin pale ; a similar pattern on 3rd segment, the 
basal band smaller, often absent, the hinder band broader and 
broadly attaining side margins ; rest of abdomen black. Consider¬ 
able variety exists in the relative extent of black and orange 
markings. In $, the orange is generally confined to the 2nd 
segment, more or less encroaching on the 1st at the sides ; also 
the extreme base, the hind margin, and the sides anteriorly, of the 
3rd segment are orange. Venter in both sexes yellowish-orange 
on basal half with an indefinite median dark stripe, blackish on 
hind half. Genitalia concealed. Legs black ; knees and basal 
third of fore and basal half of middle tibiae, yellow; base 
of middle tarsi and basal half of hind tibiae often brownish or 
brownish-yellow ; hind femora sometimes brownish-yellow at base 
or up to biisal half. Pubescence of legs yellow, abundant on hind 
femora; coarse black hairs beneath apical part of hind femora. 
Hind tibiae compressed about the middle, rather twisted, with 
abundant tawny pubescence, forming a ciliation on nearly all the 
hinder side, and with a longer coarse black ciliation on front side 
just beyond middle. Wings greyish, brownish on anterior half; 
a small quadrate dark brown spot below tip of auxiliary vein, 
enclosing a small cross-vein ; squamae dull yellowish, thoracal pair 
with dense coarse yellowish fringes; halteres dull brownish- 
yellow. 

Length, 13-15 mm. 

The above description is mainly abbreviated from Verrall. 
Probably the most cosmopolitan species of Syrphid.® known, 
common almost everywhere throughout the summer in the Ea9t. 
India; Ceylon ; Burma; Assam : the Malay Peninsula and east¬ 
wards to Japan. I have taken it myself from Mussoorie to 
Yokohama, through the Straits and in China. It also occurs in 
Australia. The variety camj)estr!s, distinguished by the pale basal 
half of the hind femora, is almost as common in India as the typical 
form. I have taken il in both the hills and the plains, and 
as far east as Shiinonoseki, Japan. 
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140. Eristalis cognatus, Wied. 

Eristalis cognatus , Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 37 (1828); id., 
Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 180 (1830). 

6 H end black; epistome orange-yellow with yellowish shimmer; 
face with broad black stripe and black cheeks; irons with whitish 
shimmer, black in middle immediately above antennae; latter 
brownish-black. Thorax black, grey-haired; scutellum dusky 
yellowish. Abdomen black ; 2nd segment with a pair of well- 
defined, yellow, elongate triangular spots, placed transversely, 
nither narrowly joined to the yellow hind margin of the segment, 
and extended at sides as far as 1st segment. Spots on 3rd segment 
not very broad, only touching anterior margin for a short distance 
and distinctly separated from each other; 4th segment with a 
narrow, barely visible, yellow streak towards each side at base. 
Tjp of abdomen black; venter black, 1st, 2nd and 3rd segments 
yellow, 3rd with a pale brown spot in middle. Legs blackish- 
brown, all knees yellowish; basal half of fore tibiae whitish, 
barely yellowish. 

Length, 13 mm. 

Described from Tranquebar. Schiner differentiates this species 
from his sinensis , which comes from China. Both are near 
E. tenax , L. 

Type in Copenhngen Museum. 

141. Eristalis b&sifemor&tns, sp. nov. (PI. Ill, fig. 21.) 

2 . Head : eyes with dark brown pubescence on front part only, 
separated at base of antennsB by one-third the width of the head ; 
frons slightly narrowing to vertex and face distinctly widening to 
low er margin of eyes ; frons black, a little yellowish-grey tomentum 
on lower part; vertex with long blackish-brown hairs ; rest of frons 
with bright yellow pubescence; extreme anterior margin brown ; 
face with yellowish-grey tomentum and bright yellow pubescence, 
except on a rather broad, shining black, bare, median stripe; lower 
part of face also black. Face bluntly and strongly produced 
forwards and downwards in front, but descending only slightly 
below eyes themselves in profile. Antennae blackish, arista 
brown, plumose on basal half. Occiput blackish-grey with whitish 
side margins aud very short concolorous hairs; the usual dark 
brownish-yellow', long pubesceuce on upper margin, and longer, 
softer, yellow pubescence on lower margin. Thorax dull blackish, 
sides similar, scutellum brownish-yellow, both wholly covered with 
dense brownish-yellow pubescence. Abdomen black; a large 
orange-yellow triangular spot on each side margin of 2nd segment, 
extending from anterior to posterior border, but well separated in 
the middle line from each other; extreme hind margin of 4th 
segment yellowish. Pubescence (apparently) wholly yellowish; 
venter dark with some pale pubescence. Legs black ; about basa 
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half of hind pair, and tips broadly of all pairs, of femora, orange ; 
basal half of fore and hind tibiae and basal three-fourths of middle 
tibiae, first two joints of anterior tarsi (except tips), yellow. 
Pubescence of legs practically all yellow; some tiny black bristles 
on apical half of under side of hind femora. Wings pale grey, a 
slight brownish tinge about the stigmatic region and the “ cross¬ 
veins ”; hal teres brownish-yellow. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from a single $ , not in good condition, in the Indian 
Museum. No locality is affixed, but it is certainly from India, 
and the pale base of the hind femora stamps it as surely a 
distinct species. But for this latter character, and for the 
rather more produced epistome and the head descending rela¬ 
tively rather lower than the eyes themselves in profile, this form 
might be regarded as the $ of quadristriatus, Macq. The 3rd 
abdominal segment is obviously discoloured in the unique type, and 
may or may not resemble that of quadristriatus, Macq. 

142. Eristalis angustimarginalis , sp. nov. 

6 $ Bead : eyes closely contiguous for about half the distance 
from vertex- to base of antennae, with dense, short, dark brown 
pubescence; vertical triangle small, black, with black hairs; 
frontal triangle shining black, in centre with yellowish dust at 
sides, wholly covered with long black hairs. Pace dull black, with 
black hairs in centre, grey-dusted and broadly covered at sides with 



Fig. 36 .—Enstalis avgustimarginalis, sp. nov., hind leg, J. 

short yellowish pubescence; central bump not prominent; lower 
part of head descending only slightly either below eyes themselves 
in profile or forwards, blackish, with very sparse, pale, short 
pubescence. Antennae with 1st and 2nd joints black, 3rd dark 
brown, arista brown, strongly plumose on basal two-thirds. Occiput 
blackish-grey, with slightly silvery margin on lower half in certain 
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lights and with the usual occipital fringe of hairs, which is long and 
dark brown on upper margin, gradually disappearing towards sides, 
and yellowish on lower margin. In 2 » frons with parallel sides for 
a considerable distance from vertex, at which level it is about one- 
fifth width of head; wholly black with dense black pubescence; facial 
stripe a little more distinct than in cf. Thorax dull blackish-brown 
with a distinct though dull, moderately wide, greyish band across 
sutureand hind margin, aud a less distinct one on anterior margin ; 
sides dull yellowish-grey ; scutellum bright brownish-yellow; the 
whole thorax and scutellum with dense brownish-yellow pubescence, 
with black hairs intermixed on darker parts of thorax and in 
centre of scutellum. Abdomen dark blackish-brown; 1st segment 
yellowish-white with concolorous hairs; 2nd segment with a pair 
of brownish-yellow spots, well-separated in middle line, elongate, 
transverse, narrow, with parallel edges except towards side margins, 
where they rapidly broaden to nearly the full width of the segment; 
3rd with a similar pair of spots, but they are of uniform width 
throughout, not reaching side margins; 4th with a moderately 
shining, transverse aeneous band, with parallel sides, across middle 
of segment ; 5th wdiolly black; extreme hind margins of 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th segments orange-brown, bare; extreme anterior margin of 
4th segment grey, quite bare. Pubescence of abdomen black except 
on anterior half of sides of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments, where it 
is yellowish. Venter with about basal half yellowish, rest black, 
pubescence concolorous. Legs black, extreme tips of femora, basal 
half of all tibiae, and first two joints of middle tarsi, orange-brown. 
Pubescence mainly yellowish, but black on femora except on upper 
side, and black on the black parts of hind tibiae; also some black 
hairs intermixed on auterior tibiae. Wings distinctly yellowish- 
grey ; stigma reduced to a very small dark brown spot at tip of 
auxiliary vein; an indefinite darker brownish suffusion about centre 
of anterior half of wing. 

Length , 14 min. 

Described from the type . c? in the Indian Museum from Take- 
pum Mt., Chinese Frontier, N.E. Burma, 4000-5000 ft., xi. 1910 
( C. W. Beebe) ; and the type 2 in the Pusa collection from 
Shillong, ix. 1918 {Fletcher). A d in the British Museum is from 
the lower ranges, N. Khasi Hills, 1878 (A. Chennett). This 
species bears a great resemblance to simulatns , sp. nov., under 
which comparative notes are given. 

143. Eristalis simulatus, sp. nov. (PI. IV* fig. 1.) 

2 Head: in d , eyes with pale yellowish pubescence and an 
additional longitudinal stripe of dense dark brown pubescence as 
in E. himalayensis, closely contiguous for short space only (less 
than a quarter of distance from vertex to base of antennas), thence 
abruptly and widely separated above aud below, leaving an equi¬ 
lateral vertical triangle, black, with brown or ruby-red ocelli and 
long black hairs. Frons and face moderately shining black with 

N 
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yellowish tomentura and concolorous pubescence, leaving antennal 
prominence bare of tomentum and with long black pubescence, 
extreme anterior margin brown. Lower part of bead and a broad 
median stripe on face also practically bare; former not descending 
below level of eyes in absolute profile, but projected very consider¬ 
ably forwards and downwards in a prominent blunt cone about as 
far distally as tip of antennse. Antennae with first two joints black, 
3rd dark brown, arista brown, subplumose on less than basal half. 
Occiput yellowish-giey; upper margin with long brownish-yellow 
hairs, with some black hairs intermixed ; lower margin with 
yellowish pubescence; side margins with the pubescence very 
short. In £ , face at level of antennae about one-third of head ; 
frons and face gradually widening above and below respectively ; 
former black but broadly greyish-tomentose at sides on 



Fig. 37 .—Eristalis simulatus, sp. nov., bind leg, $. 

lower part and across the middle, the whole frons with black 
hairs ; rest as in 6. Thorax blackish, with a barely obvious 
greyish band along suture; anterior margin with a tinge of 
grey ness ; sides of thorax grey, scutellura brownish-yellow; pubes¬ 
cence of thorax and sides yellowish-grey; that on dorsum with 
black hairs freely intermixed; that on scutellum all black except 
for a fringe of long pale yellow hairs on hind margin. Abdomen : 
1st segmetrt ash-grey with pale yellow pubescence; rest of 
abdomen black with yellow marks; 2nd segment with a pair of 
transverse yellowish spots across middle, distinctly separated in 
the middle line, with parallel edges, suddenly widened towards 
side margins, where thev encroach distinctly on the anterior 
margin but do not extend to hind margin; 3rd segment with a 
pair ot transxerse, narrow, yellowish spots across middle, touching 
side margins; hind margins of 2nd, 3rd .and 4th segments 
narrowly brownish-yellow, quite bate. Pubescence generally 
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concolorous with ground-colour, but wholly brownish-yellow along 
sides. Venter dark grey or blackish, with pale, rather sparse 
pubescence. Legs black; extreme tips of anterior femora, about 
basal half of anterior tibiae and the anterior tarsi more or less at 
the base, brownish-yellow. Pubescence of legs mainly yellow, but 
black, dense and shorter on front and upper sides of anterior 
femora, and some rather dense black pubescence is present on 
lower sides of hind femora; .tibiae with more or less black hairs 
intermixed, and a fringe of rather coarse black hairs on inner 
side of basal half; apparently the black hairs are more nume¬ 
rous in 6 than $ . Wings pale yellowish-grey; just a suspicion 
of brownish-yellow suffusion in middle of anterior part of wing; 
stigma reduced to a miuute spot; halteres yellowish-brown. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from some <$ <$ and $ $ in the Pusa collection from 
Ootacamund, 7500 ft., 24-31.xii. 1913 {Fletcher). Type c ? and 2 
sent to British Museufrf. 

E. angustimarginalis and E. simulatus closely resemble each 
other. The differences are as follows. In the former, the 
epistome is obtuse, not projecting beyond the antennal prominence 
in profile and produced downwards only to a distance of half the 
height of the eyes; the hind femora are straight and in no way 
thicker than the others; and the hind tibiae are only gently 
curved. In simulatus the epistome is conspicuously conical, pro¬ 
jecting diagonally much beyond the antennal prominence in profile, 
and is distinctly longer proportionately than in angustimarginalis; 
the hind femora are considerally incrassated and curved, though 
less so in the and the hind tibiae are rather abruptly bent in 
the milddle, rather less so in the 2 & simulatus is also rather 

smaller than its allied congener. 


144. Erutalis arbustorum, L. 

Musca arbustorum , Linnaeus, Syst. Nat. Ed. 10, p. 591 (1758). 

? Musca parallel*, Harris, Expos. Engl. Ins. p. 58, pi. xv, fig. 10 
(1782). 

? Musca lineolce, id., op. cit. p. 43, pi. x (1782). 


c? 2 Htad : <3 , frons and face with yellowish-grey dust; vertex 
blackish with black pubescence and a little yellow pubescence on 
hinder part; frons with deeper yellow, and face with pale yellow, 
pubescence; region of mouth-border free of pubescence but not of 
yellowish-grey dust. The small antennal prominence shining 
black, orange-brown in front. Antennae black, arista orange, 
plumose on basal half. Only a vestige of a median facial line; 
lower part of head shining brown, bare; occiput pale grey, 
silvery-white on side margins; upper part with yellow pubes¬ 
cence, lower with whitish. In $, pubescence on frons and 
face longer than in <3 , whitish-yellow, except for some 
black pubescence near vertex. Thorax dull blackish, some¬ 
times indistiuetlv striped, covered with dense brownish-yellow 
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pubescence; scutellum brownish-orange with brownish-yellow 
pubescence. Abdomen orange-yellow; 2nd segment with a large 
black spot filling half anterior margin, cut away triangularly on each 
side and not reaching hind margin, its hinder part less broad than 
the front part; 3rd segment with a black spot reaching from 
anterior margin, of which it fills the centre third, gradually 
widening till it nearly attains hind margin, which latter is narrowly 
orange; also generally with a more or less distinct bluish cross- 
band ; 4th aud 5th segments shining black, 4th bluish-tinged, with 
hind margin narrowly orange. Pubescence of abdomen all pale 
yellow, rather dense and long, paler towards tips and on venter. 
In 2 > abdomen black, a large triangular orange-yellow spot on 
each side of 2nd segment; hind margins of 2nd, 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments from orange-yellow to yellowish-grey. Legs black; tips of 
femora, basal two-thirds of anterior, basal half of hind tibiae, also 
middle metatarsi, orange. Pubescence mainly pale yellowish ; 
hind tibiae with some hlack pubescence on apical half aud on 
under side beyond the middle. Wings nearly clear, a little 
yellowish at base and in front; stigma small, brownish ; halteres 
and squamaB yellow. 

Length , 9-11 mm. 

The above description is mainly from Yerrall’s account of British 
specimens, as I have seen only one specimen from British India, a 
$ from Kashmir, 1915 (Pease), in the Indian Museum ; but there 
can be no doubt of its identity. The species should not be rare 
in the Western Himalayas, considering that it is probably the 
commonest in Europe after tenax; yet I have not met with it 
either in India, China or Japan. It has been recorded from North 
Persia, Siberia, and North Africa. The extent of the yellow in 
the abdomen is variable to some degree. 

145. Eristalis polychromatus, sp. nov. (PI. IV, fig. 5.) 

d 2 Head : eyes finely pubescent on upper part, closely con¬ 
tiguous for fully one-third of the distance from vertex to base of 
antennae, reddish-brown with small darker spots; vertical triangle 
small, fully occupied by the ocellar prominence, which bears dark 
red ocelli and blackish-brown hairs ; frontal triangle shining blue- 
black with dark brown hairs and narrowly brown anterior margin ; 
side margins of frons narrowly dusted with yellowish-grev. 
AntennaB brownish-orange, arista bare. Face shining blue-black, 
with side margins dusted yvith yellowish-grey, and with a little 
y r ellowish-grey pubescence on lower half, except on the broad 
median black stripe, the moderately prominent, bare central bump 
and the narrow cheeks and mouth-border. Occiput grey-dusted, 
upper margin with a little dark brown, lower one with whitish- 
grey, pubescence. Thorax : dorsum with vellowish-grey tomentum 
and four shining black, almost equally broad, longitudinal 
stripes from anterior to hind margin, the median two rather 
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close together, probably sometimes united ; dorsum with brownish- 
yellow pubescence; scutellum shining blue-black with dark brown 
pubescence. Sides of thorax aeneous with a little yellowish-grey 
tomentum below humeri and some pale pubescence here and there. 
Abdomen : 1st segment yellowish, more or less aeneous in middle ; 
2nd, 3rd and 4th orange; 2nd with hind margin and median 
stripe both narrow and shining black : 3rd and 4th with narrower 
black hind margin and traces of median stripe as on 3rd; 5th 
entirely shining black. Pubescence of abdomen pale yellow, but 
black on the black parts of 2nd segment and also towards the 
yellow sides of the segment. Venter pale yellow with concolorous 
pubescence. Legs black; anterior femora broadly, hind pair very 
narrowly at tips, orange; bisal half of fore tibiae, nearly all the 
middle pair, and base of hind tibia? narrowly, orange; tarsi with 
1st and 2nd joints and base of 3rd, orange. Pubescence of legs 
following ground-colour, but some brownish-yellow pubescenc on 
hind femora. Wing/ nearly clear, a slight brownish tinge on 
anterior part and two minute brown spots in stigmatic region as 
in some other species; halteres orange. 

Length , 5-6 mm. 

Described from the type 3 in the Indian Museum, from 
Calcutta (undated). An unsatisfactory species, of which the limits 
are by no means clear. The material consists of a 3 (lyp e ) i'i the 
Indian Museum so named (but not described) by Bigot, and two 
further 3 3 in very bad condition iti Bigot’s own collection, 
which, judging from the Indian Museum registered numbers that 
they bear, evidently form part of the same series. They are 
all labelled simply “ Calcutta.” Of these latter two 3 3, one 
is an exact counterpart of the type, but the other does not appear 
to he conspecific. A $ from Katihar, Purueah District, 15. vi. 
1907 ( Paiva ), may belong to this species. If has the frons and 
face gradually widening, at level of antennae nearly 4 width of 
head: frons shining black, with brownish-yellow hairs; the 
abdominal black bands and dorsal stripe are broader, the front 
part of the mesopleura and upper part of the sternopleura are 
grey-dusted. A $ in the British Museum from Dawnat Bange, 
Tenasserim, 500-1500 fi., v—vi. 189-1 (Bingham), may be con- 
specilic, but is much larger (10 mm.). 

140. Eristalis arvorum, Fair. (PI. IV, figs. 6, 7.) 

Syrphus aroorum, Fabricius, Mant. Ins. p. 335 (1787). 

Eristalis arvorum, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. ]i, p. 247 (1908). 

Eristalis fulvipes , Macquart, Dipt. Exot., Suppl. i,p. 128 (1846). 

Eristalis antidotu■*, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 626 
(1849). 

Eristalis nnticeftrs, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 624 (1849). 

Syrphus quadrilinealus, Fabricius, op. cit. p. 336 (1787). 

Slusca tranquebaricn, Gmelin, Syst. Nat. v, p. 2870 (1790). 

3 £ Head: 3 , eyes closely contiguous for much more than 
half the distance from extreme vertex to anterior edge of the 
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scarcely conspicuous antennal prominence; upper half of eyes 
with much larger facets and short, rather dense, dark brown 
pubescence, lower part of eyes bare, facets very small and with 
small dark spots. Vertical triangle rather small, black with black 
pubescence; ocelli large; orange to red, very prominent. Frons 
and face wholly covered with close yellowish-grey tomentum, 
former with long black pubescence, latter with short pale yellow 
pubescence; mouth-opening brownish-orange ; cheeks very small, 
covered with yellowish-grey dust. Occiput grey, with pale yellow 
pubescence on lower part, dying away behind middle of eyes; a 
few short black hairs behind vertex. Antennae bright orange, tip of 
3rd joint a little darker; arista orange, bare, tip black. In $, 
frons and face widening distinctly from top to bottom, at level of 
antennae one-third width of head; frons with black pubescence 
(shorrer than in d ) dow'n to base of antennae. Thorax : dorsum 
and pleurae wholly covered with yellowish-grey dust; dorsum with 
four very conspicuous, equidistant, shining black, moderately 
narrow stripes from anterior to hind margin, the outer ones nar¬ 
rowed behind. Dorsum (including black stripes), pleurae and the 
brownish-yellow scutellum with dense yellow pubescence; centre 
of scutellum with conspicuous black pubescence. In $ , ground¬ 
colour of dorsum often more greyish. Abdomen techni¬ 
cally black; 1st segment pale yellow; 2nd with two large, 
oblong, yellow spots practically filling the whole surface except 
(1) narrowly along anterior margin towards sides; and (2) on 
the side margins except just beyond middle, where the spot 
joins the yellow venter; and (3) more or less broadly on the hind 
margin, from which latter a narrow median line ascends nearly or 
quite to the anterior margin of the segment. In some specimens 
the 2nd segment is practically entirely yellow. 3rd segment with a 
pair of large oval, oblong, or diamond-shaped spots placed a little 
obliquely from middle of anterior margin (narrowly separated 
from each other) to middle of side margins, but often spreading 
over anterior corners of segment or nearly filling whole surface, 
perhaps leaving an indistinct median line and traces of a blackish 
hind margin. 4th segment dead-black, with a curved bright 
yellow spot, convex side forward, attenuated in middle (occasion¬ 
ally interrupted there and in that case forming two small oblong 
spots), reaching across middle of segment, just touching anterior 
margin; anterior corners and hind margin of segment shining 
black; sometimes there are, instead of a band, a pair of large, 
well-defined, obliquely placed, pale yellow spots, the ground-colour 
of the segment being brownish-orange instead of black. Pubes¬ 
cence of abdomen mainly following ground-colour, longer on 2nd 
segment and the whole of the margin, practically all yellow' on 
4th segment. Ventel* mainly yellowish on anterior half, blackish on 
remainder, pubescence sparse, pale yellow. In $ , 1st segment 
of abdomen pale yellow; 2nd with a transverse curved yellow band 
just below anterior margin, broadening at sides, sometimes taking 
the form of two elongate spots, rounded and rather narrower at 
their inner ends, narrowly separated, but filling all side margins 
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except behind. Pubescence in $ much sparser. Legs brownish- 
yellow or orange; front tibiae on apical half, middle tibiae also 
but less distinctly, and hind pair wholly except narrowly at base, 
blackish; tarsi a little browner at tips. Pubescence of femora 
pale yellow, inner, outer and under sides of front pair with short, 
stiff, black pubescence; middle pair with at most some short black 
pubescence below, at or beyond middle; hind pair with black 
pubescence above and below at tip. Fore tibiae with black pubes¬ 
cence on black parts and a fringe of black hairs down front side 
except at base; middle pair with a little black pubescence on black 
parts; hind pair with mainly black pubescence, but some pale 
yellow hair ou anterior side at base. Tarsi all orange with pale 
yellow pubesceuce. Hind femora in $ with an indistinct, 
more or less broad, median band. Wings nearly clear; costa pale 
yellow with a minute blackish-brown dot at each end; subcostal 
cell sometimes pale yellowish; halteres yellow. 

Length , 10-12 mm. 

Described from a considerable number of both sexes from 
various sources. It is very common apparently all over India, in 
hills and plains, and occurs probably in all parts of the Orient. 
The actual dates recorded run from March to October, but in 
Java at least it seems to occur during the winter also. Originally 
described from China. The types of anticetus , Walk., and antidotus , 
Walk, (both males, from China), in the British Museum, are un¬ 
doubtedly normal arvorum. As noted years ago in manuscript by 
Major Austen, a 6 of fulvipes , Macq., in the Bigot collection is 
identical, and agrees with Macquart’s description. 

147. Eristalis quinquelineatns, Fabr., var. orientals, var. nov. 
(PI. IV, tigs. 8-10.) 

Syrphus quinqnelineutus , Fabricius, Spec. Ins. ii, p, 425 (1781); id., 
Syst. Antliat. p. 239 (1805) 

Enstalis quinquelineatus, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 185 
(1830); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, p. 246 (1908). 

Eristalomyia paria, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France,' (5) x, p. 218 
(1880). 

Erutalomyia zebrina , id., t. c. p. 222 (1880). 

6 2 Head: in d, eyes bronze-brown, with rather dense dark 
brown pubescence on upper and front parts, and six narrow, 
irregularly outlined but approximately parallel, longitudinal dark 
stripes; closely contiguous for nearly one-third of the distance 
from vertex to base of antennae; vertical triangle equilateral, 
black with black hairs; frontal triangle with greyish-yellow 
tomentum, a little whitish towards sides and blackish in middle, 
covered with long blackish-brown hairs ; extreme anterior margin 
yellowish-brown. Face moderately and obtusely produced, with 
grey tomentum and whitish pubescence; central bump rather 
small, obtuse, shining black, bare, the colour prolonged slightly 
upwards into a short median stripe. A nearly straight, moderately 
broad, longitudinal, shining black, bare stripe, pointed at upper 
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end, on each side of the central bump, extending nearly from base 
of antennae to just below level of central bump, below which 
latter is a transverse, very narrow, black line extending across 
the face nearly from eye to eye, with a second similar line just 
above the mouth-opening. Lower part of head not or scarcely 
produced below eyes themselves in profile. Antennae dark brown, 
lower part of 3rd joint and the arista orange, bare. Occiput 
with moderately dark grey tomentum, and some short grey pube¬ 
scence, which is longest behind the vertex, where it is yellowish, and 
on the under side, where it is whitish. In $, frons about one- 
third of the. head at level of antennae; latter nearly black; rest as 
in 3 . Thorax yellowish-grey with concolorous pubescence: 
dorsum with four approximately equal aud equidistant, com¬ 
paratively dull, black stripes, the outer ones more pointed at each 
end; all the stripes attaining anterior margin or nearly so, but not 
attaining hind margin ; the two middle ones still more abbreviated 
behind; at their hind extremity the ground-colour often has a 
golden or bronze tint; pleurae often with a more or less aeneous 
tinge. Scutellum brownish-yellow, somewhat translucent, with 
concolorous pubescence and a few brown hairs in the centre; 
about anterior half darker than the remainder. Abdomen black or 
blackish, a little shining, with a more or less aeneous tinge. In 3 , 
1st segment dull yellowish, a little shining; 2nd brownish-yellow, 
anterior and posterior margins blackish, the blackish colour on each 
margin extended in middle in the form of an irregular triangular 
spot, so that the two triangular spots nearly meet each other; 
across middle of segment, a pale yellowish narrowband of uniform 
width, except that the middle of its hinder 9ide is a little excised 
by the large black spot on the hind margin; 3rd segment a little 
yellowish-brown on anterior half, with a pale yellowish band like 
that on 2nd segmeut, but not excised on hinder side; 4th segment 
with a narrow curved line extending nearly from side to side; 
5th segment very small, entirely black. In $ , abdomen darter, 
the black colour more extensive ; 4th segment with the transverse 
curved baud as in 3 ; 5th segment larger than in 3 and with a 
similar though smaller curved band. Pubescence of abdomen 
following ground-colour, but wholly pale yellow at sides. Venter 
yellowish with soft yellowish-grey pubescence; tip of abdomen 
more or less blackish. Legs mainly black or blackish-brown; 
anterior femora rather narrowly orange at tips (distinctly less 
than a fourth); hind femora pale at extreme tip only, sometimes 
barely perceptibly so; front tibiae pale on basal half, middle pair 
nearly to tips, hind pair narrowly at base ; first two joints of 
middle and hind tarsi pale. Pubescence of legs mainly yellowish- 
grev, but black on hind tibiae. Wings nearly clear; stigma very 
pale yellow, small, its inner end with a minute dark brown spot at 
tip of auxiliary vein. 

Length , 10-12 mm. 

Described from a short series of both sexes in the Indian 
Museum and elsewhere. Kasauli, 6300 ft., 13 & 15. v. 1908 ; 
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Theog, 1 v. 1907; Phagu, 9000 ft., 18-21. v. 1916 ; Simla, 7000 ft., 
16. v. 1909 (all the foregoing in the Simla District, collected by 
Annaixdale § Nurse); Naini Tal, 6O00-7000 ft., 1908 ( Lloyd ); 
Kousanie, Kumaon District, 6075 ft., vii. 1914 (Tytler) ; Kurseong, 
5000 ft., 6. vii. 1908 (Annandale); Sureil, 11-13. x. 1917 ( Annan - 
daU fy Gravely ); Bijnor, Unit. Prov., 15-22. i. 1907; Mysore, 
4400 ft., 25. iii-29. iv. 1913 ( Fletcher ); Ootacamund, S. India, 
20-31. xii. 1912 (Fletcher); Yereaud, S. Iudia, 4500 ft., 21.iv- 
4. v. 1913. 

E. quinquelineatus, E., is recorded from South Europe, Africa, 
India, Ceylon and Java. It is readily distinguished from all others 
in the group of species round arvorum , F., by the striped eyes, the 
equally conspicuous median black facial stripe, and to a less extent 
by the shining black bare stripe on each side of the face. The 
latter character is present in obscuritarsis , de Meij., but to a much 
less extent, often being nearly or entirely absent, whilst the median 
facial stripe is in that species confined to the small central bump 
only. E. quinquelineatus appears to be variable in the relative 
exteut of black and yellow on the abdomen. The arcuate whitish 
band (usually present in several Indian species) on the 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th abdominal segments is apparently normally absent on the 
2nd segment in African specimens, though occasionally it is more 
or less indistinctly discernible, but it is nearly always present in 
Indiau examples. The 2nd segment is narrowly margined with 
black, and is dusted with whitish at the base in African specimens, 
whilst in Indian ones the black margin is absent and the whitish 
dust replaced by a distinct cupreous tinge. The African form has 
the spaces between the stripes on the eyes spotted, which is not 
the case in Indian specimens, except occasionally and only towards 
the margins. The eye-stripes are normally three or four in 
number, in addition to the usually dark inner and hind margins, 
but the number is variable; I have seen a specimen with five 
complete dark .stripes in addition to the inner and hind margins. 
The British Museum contains a long series of the African, i.e. 
the normal, form, showing considerable variability in most 
characters. 

Eristalomyia paria, Bigot, is represented in the Bigot col¬ 
lection by three specimens in very bad condition, but their 
characters are sufficiently clear to prove it synonymous with 
Eristalis quinquelineatus. One 2 is labelled “ Ceylon,” the other 
two (one headless, the head of the other crushed) bear no data. 
Bigot’s description was drawn up from a. d , and fits the insect 
very badly. An examination of his Eristalomyia zebrina shows 
that this also is synonymous with quinquelineatus. In the Cata¬ 
logue of Kertssz, ridens , Walk., is placed as another possible 
synonym, but it cannot be so ; for though the type of it (not now 
being in the British Museum) is probably lost, seven examples 
(c? $ ) in the British Museum from China and Corea are identified 
(probably correctly) as E. ridens , which I consider to be synony¬ 
mous with E. taphicus , Wied. E. fasciatus , Meigen, is also given 
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in the Kertesz Catalogue aB a synonym of quinquelineatus, but as 
Meigen states that its eyes are spotted, it is more probably 
synonymous with E. quinquestriatus, F. E, tabanoides, Jaenn,, 
seems to be quite a distinct species. 

148. Eristalis taniops, Wied. 

Eristalis taniops, Wiedemann, Zool. Mag. i, p. 2 (1818); id., 
Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 182 (1830). 

Eristalis fasciata , Loew in Germar, Faun. Ins. Europ. xxiii, 
pi. xxiii, $> (1841). 

Eristalis torridus , Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mu 9 . iii, p. 612 (1849). 

Eristalis cegyptius , Walker, op. cit. p. 621 (1849). 

Eristalis communis, Adams, Kansas Univ. Sci. Bull, iii, p. 162 
(1905). 

Eristalodes tceniopus , Mik, Wien. Ent. Zeit. xvi, p. 114 (1897). 

? Eristalis punctifer, Walker, Entom. v, p. 274 (1871). 

Helophilus pulehriceps, Wiedemann in Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, 
p. 375 (1822). 

<5 $ Head : eyes coffee-brown to dark red-brown; pubescence 
on upper part only, with five longitudinal darker stripes, also 
generally the inner and hind margins darker; vertical triangle 
aeneous-black, with dark brown pubescence. Frons and face with 
yellowish-grey dust and concolorous pubescence, becoming darker 
towards upper part of frons, extreme front margin of latter 
brownish-orange. Antennae blackish, under side of 3rd joint 
often more or less orange, arista oraDge, bare. Face moderately 
produced; a median, narrow, shining black stripe, and a more or 
less distinct similar, shorter stripe on each side of it, as in quinque¬ 
lineatus :, F., though generally less conspicuous; cheeks aeneous, 
more or less greyish-dusted, but generally leaving a bare black 
stripe. Occiput dusted with ash-grey, with a little white pubes¬ 
cence below. Thorax: ground-colour composed of four dull 
blackish, not easily distinguishable, nearly contiguous stripes, the 
two median ones generally not reaching hind margin, these stripes 
placed on a little lighter yellowish-grey dorsum, the whole sur¬ 
face covered with rather dense brownish-yellow pubescence. 
Pleurae dull aeneous-black, with similar pubescence. Scutellum 
yellowish, rather shining, indistinctly blackish in middle ; some 
black hairs intermixed with the brown-yellowish pubescence. 
Abdomen: 1st segment very short, more or less aeneous, 2nd and 
3rd mainly orange or orange-yellow; anterior margin of 2nd 
narrowly black, hind margin broadly so and the black colour ex¬ 
tended in middle to a varying distance up to middle of segment; 
3rd segment similar, but the black on hinder half more extensive, 
often forming a more or less obvious median black stripe, the 
anterior margin black only for a short distance in the middle; 
4th segment in $ similar to 3rd, 4th in <y and 5th in $ wholly black. 
A more or less obvious, white-dusted, arcuate band across middle of 
3rd and 4th segments, and in $ across middle of 5th also. Extreme 
hind margins of 2nd and 3rd in c?, and of 2nd, 3rd and 4th in $ , 
narrowly shining aeneous. Pubescence of abdomen all yellowish. 
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Ventei orange, tip and traces of a median stripe black. Legs 
mainly blackish or dark brown; tips of auterior femora rather 
broadly, of hind pair narrowly, orange or yellowish ; front tibiae 
on about basal half, middle pair nearly wholly and base of hind 
pair narrowly, orange or yellowish. Tarsi blackish-brown, gene¬ 
rally about two basal joints orange. Pubescence of lege mainly 
yellowish or whitish, darker on tips of tarsi. Wings almost 
colourless; stigma pale brownish-yellow, its inner end deeper and 
well marked; halteres yellowish. 

Length , 10-12 mm. 

Described from a <$ from Peshin (iv. 1903) and a 5, Quetta 
(v. 1903), both taken by Col. Nurse; and from a long series of 
both sexes in the British Museum, from localities ranging from 
the Canary Islands, through Abyssinia to Khartoum, Rhodesia, the 
Transvaal and Natal. The specimens from the Indiau localities 
have a more greyish or dusty nppearance than the more normal 
South African ones. The species is also tolerably common round 
the shores of the Mediterranean, and recorded. from Asia Minor 
and Arabia. 

Type in Wiedemann’s collection. 

149. Erist&lis quinquestriatns, Fabr. (PI. IV, figs. 11-14.) 

Syrphus quinquestriatus , Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 289 (1794); id., 
Syst. Antliat. p. 245 (1805). 

Eristalis quinquestriatus, Wiedemann, Auss.Zweifl. ii, p. 187 (1830); 
de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 245 (1908). 

Eristalis cesepus, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 625 (1849). 

Eristalis quinquevittotus , Macquart, Explor. Algerie, Zool. iii, 
p, 465, pi. iv, fig. 10 (1849). 

Eristalomyia pt'cfo, Bigot,Ann. Soc. Ent. France,(5) x, p. 219 (1880). 

Syrphus megacephalus , Rossi, Mant. Ins. ii, p. 63, pi. v, tig. L (1794). 

3 $ Head in 3 with eyes unstriped but with minute black 
spots, especially on under side; contiguous for a little greater 
distance than in quinquelineotus, F., finely and shortly pubescent 
on upper and front part; the vertical triangle smaller. Frons and 
face wdth yellowish-grey tomentum (except on the face just below 
antennce, where it is whitish) and concolorous pubescence, but in 
some specimens some brown hairs occur on upper part of frons. 
No median stripe, but extreme anterior edge of central bump 
narrowly black, with a very narrow stripe (almost a trace only) on 
each side, curved on upper part; lower part of head as in quinque- 
lineatus , but distinctly less prominent. Antennae and bare arista 
all brownish-orange, tip of 3rd joint narrowly blackish ; rest as in 
quinquehneatus 3 In $ , frons one-third of head at base of an¬ 
tennae; eyes more spotted than in 3 and bare throughout, except 
for a very little pubescence on upper side ; frons blackish towards 
vertex, and with a brownish irregular transverse band just above 
middle; the whole frons with dark brown hairs ; rest as in 3 
Thorax much as in quinquelineotus , but dorsum much more 
yellowish and the black stripes very shining ; pubescence very fine, 
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less obvious when seen from above than in quinquelineatus. Dorsum 
in 2 (apparently) more whitish-grey in ground-colour. Abdomen : 
1st and 2nd segments yellowish, latter with a rather broad black 
band on hind margin, enlarged triangularly in middle, where it 
extends forward beyond centre of segment; 3rd segment yellowish 
with a similar black band (in some cases broader than that of 2nd 
segment) and an irregularly shaped black spot on middle of 
anterior margin ; 4th segment shining black with a curved, dull 
yellow, transverse band with parallel sides (sometimes in the shape 
of a wide open inverted V) across centre of segment, its upper part 
generally touching anterior margin of segment; in some specimens 
this band is faintly present, though narrower, on 3rd segment also; 
extreme margins of 2nd and 3rd segments, and also the part of 
4th segment posterior to the yellow cross'-band, more shining than 
the other black parts of the abdomen. In $ , the yellow parts on 
2nd and 3rd segments often more uniformly wide than in d ; the 
yellowish-white band on 3rd and 4th segments straighter, and a 
similar though smaller band on the 5th segment. Pubescence of 
abdomen almost wholly pale yellow, but blackish-brown on black 
parts of 2nd segment; in some specimens the pubescence of the 
3rd segment is also a little brownish. Venter as in quinquelineatus. 
Leys much as in quinquelineatus , but anterior femora with more 
black pubescence on upper, lower and inner sides; all tarsi with 
1st and 2nd joints wholly, 3rd basally, yellowish. Wings as in 
quinquelineatus. 

Length, 8-9 mm. 

Described from several of each sex in the Indian Museum and 
Pusa collections. Kousanie, Kumaon District, 6035 ft., vii. 1914 
( Tytler ); Katmandu, Nepal; Sukna, base of Darjiling Himalayas, 
2. vii. 1908 ( Annandale ) ; Calcutta, 18. ix. 1907 ; Jubbulpore, 1. ix. 
1907 (Nurse); Bangalore (Cameron) ; Madhnpur, Bengal, 16.x. 1909 
(Paiva); Cherials., ChilkaLake, Orissa, 21. vii. 1914 ; Mangaldai, 
Assam, 16-18 x. 1910 (Kemp); Semarang, viii. 1905 (Jacobson) ; 
Sibolga, Sumatra (teste de Meijere). 

Though closely resembling quinquelineatus, F., the present 
species is distinguished by the absence of dark stripes on the eyes. 
The narrow, bare, shining black stripes on the face are much 
reduced or absent, and the median facial stripe is also absent or 
reduced to a trace only; the thoracic dorsum is more yellowish 
(<$ ) or whitish ( 2 ), and the stripes blacker and very shining; 
there is more yellow iu the 2nd and 3rd abdominal segments, and 
the tarsi are more yellowish. 

E. quinquevittatus , Macq., is probably synonymous with quinque- 
stnatus, F., as it is said to have the e} r es spotted. No special 
mention is made by Macquart of the colour of the hind tarsi: from 
the coloured plate these appear to be dark, which might make 
de Meijere’s obscuritarsis a synonym of Macquart’s quinquevittatus; 
but judging by the breadth of the abdomen the latter is probably 
merely a synonym of the common E. quinquestriatus, Fabr. 
Sgrphus megacephalus, Rossi, is evidently synonymous with E. quin- 
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f iuestnatus , and was described in the same year. I have accepted the 
atter naiqe, as Dr. de Meijere has adopted it. Eristalomyiapicta , 
Big., represented by the solitary <5 type in very bad condition, is 
undoubtedly also this species. The thorax is largely black 
owing to the very narrow interstices between the longitudinal 
stripes, otherwise the specimen exhibits no variation from the 
typical form. 

150. Eristalis tabanoides, Jaenn. 

Eristalis tabanoides , Jaennicke, Abh. Senckenb. Naturf. Ges. vi, 
p. 402, pi. xliv, fig. 4 (1867); Becker, Mitt. Zool. Mus. Berlin, ii, 
p. 83 (1903); id., Zeitschr. Hym. Dipt, vii, p. 253 (1907). 

$ Head not produced below eyes; latter bare, spotted. Frons 
and fac9 dusted with pale yellowish-grey, with concolorous 
pubescence which becomes whitish below antennsB; extreme front 
margin of frons orange. Antennas brownish-orange, upper part 
of 3rd joint blackish, arista orange, bare. Occiput dusted with 
ash-grey, a little white pubescence below. Thorax wholly ash- 
grey ; dorsum with four shining black stripes of the ordinary 
pattern, equidistant, moderately broad, all rather pointed in front 
and behind, the two median ones as long as the others. Hind 
corners of dorsum blackish. Scutellum dull orange, with brownish- 
yellow pubescence including some black hairs. Abdomen mainly 
black ; 1st segment whitish, 2nd more or less yellowish, for a 
triangular space at sides; 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments with a 
moderately broad, arcuate, ash-grey band, its ends at the middle of 
each side, where it is rounded off, the band extending forward to 
the anterior margin on 3rd and 4th segments and sometimes almost 
interrupted in middle on 2nd segment. The black portion of each 
of these segments is divided into a dead-black arcuate band just 
below the ash-grey one, and the remainder which is seneous-black. 
5th segment with basal half ash-grey, remainder shining black. 
Hind margins of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments broadly aeneous. 
Pubescence of abdomen whitish on the grey parts and black on 
the black parts. Leys black ; coxae dusted with ash-grey ; tips of 
femora rather narrowly, basal half of fore tibiae, two-thirds of 
middle pair and one-third of hind pair, yellowish. Tarsi blackish, 
middle pair orange on about basal half. Pubescence of legs 
whitish. Wings quite colourless ; stigma pale brownish-yellow, a 
minute blackish-brown dot at each end ; squamae whitish, halteres 
orange. 

Length , 10-11 mm. 

Described from two 2 $ from Quetta, vi. 1902 (Col. Eurse); 
and from others from various localities in Africa (Abyssinia, Gold 
Coast, British East Africa, Uganda, Nyassaland). The <3 is still 
unknown. The species appears to me valid, although Bezzi 
(Syrphid® of Ethiop. Reg. p. 84, 1J915) thinks that it may 
possibly be a variety of quinquestriatus , F. (quinquelineatus , Bezzi, 
nec Fabr.). It was discovered in Massowah, and is recorded also 
from Tunis. 
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151. Eristalis obscuyitarsis, deMeij. (PI. IV, figs. 15-18.) 

JEnstalis obscuritarsis , de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 250, d $, 

pi. vii, figs. 19, 20, abdomen J $ (1908). 

c? Head-, eyes broadly contiguous, bare, except for a little 
sparse pubescence on upper part; black-spotted, upper facets only 
a little larger than lower; frontal triangle grey-dusted, black¬ 
haired, a shining black triangular space above base of antennae ; 
vertical triangle blackish-brown with black hair; pale hair on 
occipital margin ; epistome dusted with greyish-white, with short 
whitish pubescence; central bump small, shining black; cheeks 
narrow, white-haired. Antennae reddish-yellow', upper side darker; 
arista reddish-vellow, bare. Thorax shining black, with rather 
long yellowish hair; side margins broadly wax-yellow, in addition 
to three narrow, similarly coloured, longitudinal stripes which fade 
away posteriorly, not reaching hind margin. Scutellum bouey- 
yellow ; pleurae metallic black, often obscured anteriorly by the 
grey dust. Abdomen dead-black with metallic blackish-green hind 
margins; on anterior segments the black colour is restricted 
through the very large yellow side spots ; 1st segment with only 
yellow side spots : 2nd practically entirely occupied by the spots, 
except on middle part of anterior and hind margins and on irregular, 
median, black, moderately broad stripe; 3rd segment with a large 
yellowish quadrate spot on each anterior corner, these spots 
merging gradually hindwards in the brownish or blackish hinder 
part of the segment; a broad median black stripe and a yellowish 
curved band across middle of segment, not reaching sides ; 4th 
segment black with a similar yellowish band; hind margins of 2nd, 
3rd and 4th segments, also all 5th segment, shining black. Legs 
black ; extreme tips of all femora yellow, also basal half of front 
tibiae, middle tibiae up to two-thirds, and hind tibiae at base ; tarsi 
black; middle metatarsi yellow to tips. Pubescence of legs, 
including that of hind tibiae, yellow. Wings clear, stigma very 
indistinct; squamae brownish-white with concolorous fringe; 
halteres yellow. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Pro ns grey, whitish-dusted, rather marbled; a small shining 
black triangular mark immediately above antennae ; all pubescence 
of head black; the shining black spot, placed in front of the 
ocellar bump and sharply emarginate in the middle of its anterior 
margin, reaches in this species fairly tar forward; dose in front 
of this are three small brownish marks, the lateral one on each 
side close against the eye-margin. Thorax as in c?, median 
stripe reaching scutellum. Abdomen dull black, the yellow spots 
smaller than in the <5, with broad, shining aeneous- or greenish- 
black hind margins, and with a curved yellowish-white band on 
each segment from the 2nd to the 5th, the convex side of the band 
near the anterior margin of the segment, the band narrower in 
the centre, not quite attaining side margins; 1st band narrowly 
interrupted. 

Length, 8-10 mm. 
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Generally distributed in India from Kashmir to Bangalore 
and Chittagong^ ii, iii, vii, x, xi, xii; Deesa, vi. 1897; vii. 1901 
(Nurse). Dr. de Meijere described it from Singapore ‘and 
Bombay. 

This description is mainly a translation of de Meijere’s, but that 
of the abdomen of both sexes is chiefly my own, drawn up from a 
large number of specimens in good condition. 

Type iu Amsterdam Museum. 

E. obscwnt arsis, de Meij., is very closely allied to E. quinque- 
siriatus , Fabr., yet it is a perfectly distinct species, as is quite 
obvious when Several specimens of each sex of both forms are 
placed side by side. In quinquestriatus , Fabr., * the principal 
specific points appear to be as follows: (i) a small olive-brown 
spot on each eye-margin, about half-wav between upper angle of 
frontal triangle and level of antennae, or a trifle lower; (ii) a 
small black triangle (due to absence of tomentum) at about exact 
centre of frontal triangle, always isolated from the shining black 
antennal prominence, and with no tendency to form a longitudinal 
line; (iii) a small olive-brownish spot on each side of face, 
contiguous to eye-margin, a little below level of antennae; 
(iv) central bump narrowly shining black, the colour carried 
narrowly upwards for a short distance as a fine line ; (v) on each 
side of central bump, a very narrow black line (often indistinct in 
good specimens through density of tomentum), its upper part 
curved outwards a little; (vi) the abdominal 4th segment with the 
whitish band more like a broadly open inverted V *» a similar band 
on 3rd segment, but narrower and less distinct; no band on 2nd 
segment. In the $ the normal frontal marks are as follows: 

(i) a pair of longitudinally placed, oblong, olive-brown or blackish 
spots on upper part of frons side by side, just below ocellar region ; 

(ii) a little below these, two small spots, one on each side on the 
eye-margin, with a diamond-shaped spot between them, all three 
more or less connected by a faint brownish transverse line; 

(iii) below these, a small curved spot on each side, on or very near 
the eye-margin ; (iv) a little above level of antennae, tw r o small 
roundish Bpots one on each side on or near the eye-margin, with a 
shining black triangular spot between them, placed a little 
above (but not joined to) the shining black triangular antennal 
prominence; (v) central bump and fine side lines as in 6 
Abdomen with bands on 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments all gently 
curved, that on 2nd often fainter and narrower. 

In obscaritarsis, de Meij., S (i) there are tio small brown spots 
on eye-margins of frontal triangle ; (ii) no isolated black spot in 
centre of frontal triangle, but a small one generally contiguous to, 
or very near, the black antennal prominence, and often more or 
less continued upwards as a fine black line ; (iii) no definite side 
8pots on face, but indistinct markings often present: (iv) and 
(v) as in quinquestriatus. It must be noted that in obscuritarsis 
the tomentum of -the frons is more yellowish-grey, that of the 
face whitish, and the two colours are more sharply demarcated 
than in quinquestriatus. In the abdomen the white bands on the 
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3rd and 4th segments are about equally distiuet and generally 
curved, not V-shaped. No band on 2nd segment. In the $ 
(i) the only definite mark on the frons is a large shining black 
diamond-shaped spot on its upper part, sometimes flattened on 
upper side; (ii) traces are present of the uppermost pair of spots 
as in quinquestnatus , or other indefinite marks; (iii) a fine line 
sometimes carried upwards from the black anteanal triangle. In 
the abdomen the 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments have the white hand 
very distinct. 

152. Eristalis curvipes, 8chin. * 

Eristalis curvipes, Schiner, Novara Reise, Dipt., p. 363 (1868). 

6 $ Head yellow, epistoine prominent, conical; central bump 
shiuing black, black-haired, a little prominent; median stripe and 
cheeks shining black; rest of head with whitish dust and pubescence. 
Antennae blackish-brown, 3rd joint grey-dusted, arista shortly 
ptumose; eyes sparsely pubescent, with a darker stripe above 
middle. In $ , frons shining black, black-haired. Thorax black 
with fawn-yellow hair and a grey cross-band on suture ; in front 
of scutellum, a similarly coloured, grey, shining spot; scutellum 
diaphanous yellow ; pleurae with yellowish-grey hairs. Abdomen 
shining black, 2nd segment with an elongated yellow triangular 
spot on each side on anterior margin, rather in the form of an 
elevated callosity, these spots narrowly separated from each other, 
hind margin of segment narrowly yellow ; emarginations of 2nd 
and 3rd segments yellow ; 3rd segment with a narrow yellow 
interrupted band across the middle; hind margin also yellow- 
bordered; 4th segment wholly black except the narrow yellow hind 
margin. Legs pitchy-brown ; middle tibiee and metatarsi reddish- 
yellow ; hind femora very incrassate and curved, with thick, woolly, 
fawn-yellow hair on both sides ; hind tibi© so curved that in one 
part they appear broken, at which point there is a minute yellow 
spot, the tibi© bearing long pubescence up to that point. In $> , 
hind femora less incrassate and hind tibi© less curved. Wings 
clear; veins a little tinged with brownish-yellow, especially in 
middle and on anterior border. 

Length , 10 mra. 

Described by Schiner from Ceylon. .From the grey transverse 
cross-band on the suture it appears to be allied to latus and suturalis. 

153. Eristalis latus, Macq. 

Eristalis latus, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 36, pi. viii, fig. 2 
(1842). 

<j> “ Face black, with tawny tomentum and pubescence, central 

bump and lower part of cheeks bare. Frons black, with tawny 
tomentum and pubescence, hare at base and in the middle; vertex 


* Redescribed in appendix from examples taken in Ceylon by Col. Yerbury. 
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with black pubescence. Antennae black, arista brown, plumose. 
Eyes bare. Thorax with grey tomentum and tawny pubescence 
from anterior border up to the suture, remainder black, a little 
grey tomentum and tawny pubescence on hind border; scutellum 
black, large, marginate. Abdomen with tawny pubescence at 
sides; 1st segment blackish; 2nd dull black with a tawny spot 
towards each side; 3rd with a tawny band, emarginate in middle, 
on front margin ; 4th with a small tawny spot on each side; 2nd, 
3rd and 4th with metallic-green hind margins, broad on 3rd and 
4th; 5th segment blue with green reflections. Venter black; 
2nd segment tawny, with black hind margin ; 3rd black, anterior 
margin tawny. Legs black, basal half of tibiae yellow; tarsi 
brownish-tawny. (Hind legs missing.) Halteres brownish. 
Wings yellowish, anterior margin brown; veins infuscated with 
brown or brownish ; 3rd vein with an appendix at the lowest 
point of the loop; 1st basal cell reaching to middle of discal cell; 
3rd posterior cell with an appendix at the inner angle *. 

“ Locality unknown. In my collection.” 

Subsequently (Dipt. Exot., Suppl. i, p. 126, 1846) Macquart 
recorded another specimen which came from India. 


154. Eristalis suturalis, sp. nbv. (PI. Ill, fig. 20.) 

c$ 2 Head : in <$, eyes bare, or possibly with a little very short 
inconspicuous pubesceuce in front; frons shining black, with 
dense black pubescence; antenme and basal region of antennae 
dull brow n, arista black, shortly plumose above and below for a 
short distance at base; face shining black, with inconspicuous 
greyish-white dust and a little short whitish pubescence ; central 
bump moderately large, transverse, upper mouth-border slightly 
produced; occiput with short whitish hair on under side. In 2 » 
irons and face confined by straight but not parallel sides, gradually 
widening from vertex to mouth-opening. Frons at base of 
nntennm nearly one-third of the head, distinctly but not greatly 
nariowed at vertex; rather dull black, with a very short, narrow 
whitish streak (seen best from in front) on each eye-margin 
considerably below the middle, and with a slight greyish tinge on 
the inner side of the streak extending some little way across the 
frons. Whole frons with short, rather dense blackish-brown or 
wholly black pubescence ; ocelli brownish-red to ruby-red. Tip of 
the frons bright shining brown. Face well cut away below 
antennae, moderately prominent in middle, black, with yellowish- 
grey dust and short grey pubescence, this latter almost absent on 
the central bump; cheeks black, with yellowish-grey pubescence 
anddust; mouth-opening large, brown-bordered. Head descending 

* Judging from Macquart’e figures his “ 3rd posterior cell ” is presumably the 
discal cell, at the lower angle of which a small appendix is affixed. 

O 
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only slightly below eyes themselves in profile. Proboscis and 
antennae blackish-brown, latter with yellowish-grey dust: arista 
brown, distinctly but not strongly plumose, on basal half; apical 
half black, bare. Eyes bare. Occiput blackish with black hairs 
above; lower margin silvery-white with snow-white hairs. 
Thorax blackish, a narrow, whitish-grey, ill-defined but obvious 
band immediately in front of suture, indistinct in middle; and a 
nearly aeneous-grey, ill-defined band on hinder part of dorsum. 
Scutellum black, hind margin rather narrowly yellowish-brown. 
Dorsum of thorax and scutellum with moderately dense yellowish- 
brown pubescence; a bunch of bright yellow pubescence at each 
end of suture. Sides of thorax black with mainly yellow 
pubescence; sternopleura and a broad stripe thence to end of 
suture, ash-grey. Abdomen as broad as thorax, barely longer; 
1st segment black ; 2nd black with a large subtriangular yellowish 
spot on each side, attaining the anterior corner but not the hind 
corner, and the two spots well separated in centre of segment; 
3rd and 4th dull aeneous with an inverted, wide open, broad, 
velvet-black, V-shaped mark (its upper and lower edges parallel), 
not quite reaching anterior margin but attaining side margins ou 
or near posterior border. Pubescence mainly bright yellow, short, 
but black on hinder part of 2nd and 3rd segments, and with some 
longer black hairs at tip of 4th segment; 5th segment blackish 
with a little yellow pubescence. Venter yellowish with yellow 
pubescence. Legs black or blackish-brown; tips of front coxae 
and of the anterior femora narrowly, anterior tibiae almost wholly, 
hind pair on basal half, and basal half of anterior tarsi (occasionally 
hind metatarsi also), yellowish. Pubescence of legs yellow except 
black on tips of. tarsi. Wings clear; stigma very pale brown ; 
balteres pale yellowish. 

Length , 10-11 mm. 

Described from a S in inferior condition in the British Museum 
{type) from the KLhasi Hills ( Sladen ), and 3 $ $ in Indian 
Museum : 30.vii. 1904, labelled “caught in hospital ”;31. vii. 1904, 
“ caught in Kolasil ” ; the third specimen from above Tura, Garo 
Ijills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., Sept. 1917 {type $ ) (Mrs. Kemp). A 
short, thick-set, Megaspis-lUks species, yet undoubtedly an Eristalis ; 
closely allied to latus, Macq., from which it appears to be specifically 
separated by the characters stated in the table of species. E. latus 
may possibly be a Megaspis , as Macquart notes the scutellum as 
broad, although in his figure it appears of normal size. He does 
not mention the wrinkled space on the frons. 

155. Eristalis multifarius, Walk. 

Eristalis multifarius, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 248 (1852) ; 

Osten-Sacken, Ann. Mus. Genova, xvi, p. 442 (1882; 

$ Head : eyes light reddish-brown, quite bare, with two very 
distinct black stripes on disc in addition to inner and hind border 
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dark. Frons with parallel sides for the greater part ot’ itsleugth, 
widening a little above antennas, at level of which it forms nearly 
one-third the width of the head; irons and face moderately 
shining black, mainly covered with greyish-white dust but leaving 
vertex broadly black, also a transverse space across middle of 
frons; face widening gradually, rather prominent, with a rather 
short and narrow median shining black stripe, pointed at upper 
end ; lower part of head bare of pubescence, with whitish dust 
only, with a shining black bare stripe on each side. Occiput 
dusted with ash-grey, with whitish pubescence on lower part. 
Thorax wholly ash-grey ; four shining black stripes of the usual 
pattern, placed well clear of anterior and hind margins, the outer 
ones rather pointed hehind ; hind corners ot dorsum forming a 
narrow shining black ridge, with stiff black hairs ; pleurae ash-grey. 
Scntellnm eutirelj orange. Whole thoracic dorsum and scutellum 
with yellowish pubescence; pleurae with whitish pubescence. 
Abdomen : 1st segment pale grey with whitish pubescence; 2nd 
mainly orange with anterior margin narrowly black except at 
corners, and with a transverse blackish band (not reaching sides) a 
little in front of hind margin ; 3rd segment mainly orange, with a 
very large semicircular blackish spot on hinder half, this spot clear 
of hind margin and hind corners and not reaching anterior margin; 
4th segment wholly black except narrowly orange on anterior 
corners ; 5th segment wholly blackish ; 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments 
with extreme hind margins pale yellow, and a fringe of pale yellow 
hairs. Pubescence of dorsum and sides whitish. Venter with 
basal half mainly orange, apical half black. Leys : cox£© and 
anterior legs black ; tips of femora and basal half of fore tibia© 
yellowish ; middle tibia© mainly yellowish, but more or less brownish 
on apical part; anterior tarsi blackish-brown, more or less orange 
at base, especially middle pair. Hind femora much incrassated, 
brownish-orange, tips broadly black; a black subapica) ring, 
incomplete on outer side; hind tibiae and tarsi black or blackish- 
brown. Pubescence of legs whitish, orange-yellow below hind 
tarsi. Wings very pale grey, very vitreous; 2nd longitudinal 
vein distinctly curved downward iu a loop near tip; 3rd vein 
deeply looped; anterior cross-vein longer than usual, so that the 
submarginal cell is narrowed on basal part. Squamae grey, with 
brown margins ; halteres orange 

Lengthy 9 mm. 

Described from the type $ iu the British Museum from India, 
and another 2 from the Lower Banges, N. Khasi Hills, Assam, 
1878 ( Chennell ); also from two 2 2 taken by Col. Nurse at 
Deesa, vi. 1897, and Abu; and a 2 from Coimbatore, S. India, 
22. i. 1913. liecorded also from Java. The cf is not known. 

I do not think that this species should remain in Erislalis. on 
account of the greatly thickened hind femora; the dipped 2nd 
vein is an additional abnormality. 


o 2 
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Genus MEGASPIS, Macq. 

Megaspis, Macquavt, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 27 (1842). 

Gexotype, Eristalis chrgsopggus, Wied., the first of the two 
species included in the genus by Alacquart; by present designa¬ 
tion. 


The general characters are those of Eristalis. Head, thorax and 
abdomen about equally wide; whole body usually densely punctuate. 
Head hemispherical, large, a small, rather shallow pit on each 
side of face at lower corner of eye; a narrow band above upper 
mouth-edge, and a small space just below - antenna), smooth, 
impunctate; a small space above antennae with wrinkled surface* 
usually visible below the pubescence; eyes bare; contiguous in 
c? for a long distance, upper facets larger than lower ones ; Irons 
in 2 broad, nearly linear, slightly convex. Eace barely cut away 
below base of antennae, only moderately prominent, descending 
very little below the eyes in profile. Antennae comparatively 
small, 3rd joint oblong-ovate, drooping, arista basal, bare, slightly 
or conspicuously plumose on both sides. Thorax thick, distinctly 
broader than long; with short dense pubescence, or bare except 
for the miuute stiff hair set in each minute tubercle. Scutelluin 
very large and broad, its vestiture as on thorax. Abdomen thick, 
as long as or slightly longer than thorax, obconical or with rounded 
tip, densely pubescent or tomentose. Legs comparatively short 
and weak; hind femora normally neither incrassate nor toothed, 
but with a distinct tooth in at least one species (M. crassus). 
Wings as in Eristalis ; 3rd vein generally with a small appendix 
at lowest point of loop. 

Range. South Asia, China, Japan; West and South Africa, 
Abyssinia. 

This genus can usually be easily recognised from Eristalis by 
the peculiar small wrinkled space above the antennae, which in 
perfect specimens requires careful looking for beneath the dense 
pubescence of the face. The species have a certain facies of their 
own, due to their short, thick, robust shape. They are few and 
readily distinguished. Some authors adopt Phgtomia, Guerin, in 
place of Magaspis. Major Austen kindly informed me of the 
suggested change some years ago, but the claim of the former 
name does not seem absolutely certain, so I hesitate to accept the 
alteration. 


Table of Species *. 

1. Hind femora with a conspicuous tooth below 

near tip. 

Hind femora unarmed. 

2. Avista bare. . 

Arista very distinctly plumose on basal half. 

3 a. Basal half of wing (or thereabouts) dia¬ 
gonally all black; abdomen with dense 
golden-yellow pubescence on last seg¬ 
ment 


crassus, Fabr., p. 197. 
2 , 

errans, Fabr., p. 199. 
3. 


fp. 200. 

chn/sopggus, Wied., 


* De Meijere gives some notes and a table of species, Tijd. v. Ent li. 
pp. 240, 241 (1908). 
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8 b. Anterior half of wing dark brown, biuder 
half yellowish-grey (black species with 
broadly orange tomentose front margin of 
thorax; 2nd abdominal segment mainly 

deep orange) ... <esymnus,Walk., p. 200. 

8 c. llasal naif of wing not black, normally at 
most only (with central and anterior part 
also more or less) a little tawny-brown. 4. 

4. Femora unicolorous, varying from light 
brown to blackish; hind pair never 
tawny on basal half and dark on apical 
half; thorax with u broad black trans¬ 
verse band across middle; wings brown¬ 
ish or yellowish about the middle and [p. 201. 

base . . argyrocephulus, Macq., 

Femora wholly quite black; hind pair with 
short, stiff, bristly hair; thorax blackish, 
with pubescence close, black, yellowish or 
reddish anteriorly; wings nekrly clear, a 
distinct blackish-brown suffusion in middle 
of anterior border, and to some extent at 
base zonatus, Fabr., p. 203. 


150. Megaspis cr&ssns, Fabr. (PI. IV, fig. 19.) 

Syrphus cramts, Fabricius, Mant. Ins. ii, p. 334 (1787). 

Eristalis crassus , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifi. ii, p. 153 (1830). 

Dolichouicrus crassus, Macquart, Dipt. Exot., Suppl. iv, p. 132, 
pi. xii, fig. 16 0849). 

Syrphus megacephalus , Fabricius, Ent. Syst. (Suppl.) p. 301 
(1798). 

d $ Head in <$ black, frontal callus occupying greater part 
of frontal triangle, which latter bears blackish-brown pubescence; 
vertical triangle almost bare; eyes contiguous for a long space, 
upper facets considerably larger than lower ones ; hind margin of 
eyes on lower half with silvery-white tomentum ; a little white 
pubescence on lower part. Antennae black, arista orange, plumose 
on basal half. In frons at vertex less than one-fifth,'at level 
of antennae barely one-third, width of head ; frons and face together 
with straight sides, which do not diverge from top to bottom so 
much ns in cluysopygus , but in all else as in chrysopygus. Thorax 
and scutellum shining black. Abdomen shining black, bare; 2nd, 3rd 
ami 4th segments each with a rather deep impression of a large 
circle, its upper part placed on anterior margin ; 2nd segment with 
a little snow-white tomentose pubescence on extreme anterior 
margin : 3rd and 4th segmeuts with an oblique impressed line on 
each side on hinder half, and a yellowish-grey tomentose spot on 
nnfH’ior margin on each side of the circle; 4th segment with an 
additional spot on each side at the base of each oblique line, con¬ 
tiguous to tlie impressed circle. This circle, a broad spot on each 
side of anterior margin, and the hind margin more or less, are 
aeneous in some specimens ; 2nd and 3rd segments with yellowish- 
white, scale-like, pubescence at extreme sides; 4th at sides, and 
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5th at tip, with thin grey pubesceDee. Venter bare, moderately 
shining black. Legs: coxae blnck ; front surface of front pair, and 
hind surface of hind pair, with a little grey tomentum. Femora 
bright reddish-brown, only extreme tip blackish ; hind pair with 
distinct subapical tooth below. Tibiae with about basal half 
reddish-brown, rest black ; with a white or yellowish tomentose 
spot on front and hind sides of fore and hind pairs respectively, 
reaching fora short distance from the base, but extending on outer 
side of middle pair nearly to tip. Tarsi black, pulvilli bright brown. 
Hind femora on apical half of front side with a fringe of rather 
coarse short black pubescence ; basal half with a shorter similar 
fringe ; legs otherwise with only microscopic pubescence. Wings 
quite clear; costal and subcostal cells dark brown to tips; the 
wing dark brown from the base over an area bounded by an oblique 



Fig. 38 .—Megospis crassvs, Fabr., hind leg. 

line reaching from the stigmatic region across outer side of 
2nd basal cell and thence across middle of anal cell to the alula. 
A narrow, dark brown, isolated streak from 2nd to 4th longi¬ 
tudinal veins, enclosing anterior cross-vein. The brown colour is 
expanded for a minute space at tip of 2nd vein, and there is a 
minute dark spot over tip of 3rd vein. Thoracal squamae blackish, 
with broad blackish-grey fringe. 

Length , about 12 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes from various sources. 
A widely distributed Oriental species, recorded also from Celebes. 
Mussoorie; Sikkim (Knyvettj de Niceville); Singla, 1500 ft. [Lord 
Carmichael's collector ); Siliguri; Buldana District, Berar ( BurJcill ); 
Bangalore (Cameron ); Parambikulam, Cochin State, 1700-3200 ft. 
(Gravely)-, Maddathorai andTrivandrum,Travancore State (Annan- 
dale) ; Goa; Castle Bock, N. Kanara District; Talewadi (all from 
the last three localities collected by Kemp)-, Mangaldai, Assam 
(Kemp): Sibsagar (Peal)- Banchi (Imms); above Tura, 3900 ft., 
viii.1917 (Kemp); Mormugao. 
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Macquart erected the genus Eoltchomerus for this species on 
account of the toothed hind femora and other characters, and 1 
do not know why it should not be adopted. 

157. Megaspis err&ns, Fabr. 

Sgtphus wan*, Fabricius, Mant. Ins. ii, p. 337 (1787). 

Erittalit errant , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 155 (1830). 

Erittalit varipet, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 46, pi. x, fig. 4 
(1842). 

Erittalit amphicrates, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 623 
(1840). 

Erittalit macquartii , Dolesch&ll, Nat. Tijd. Ned. Ind. x, p. 410, 
pi. vii, fig. 1 (1856). 

Megaspis wans , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 71 (1908). 

<S 2 Differing from argyrocephalus as follows:—Eyes in 6 
contiguous for a much longer distance and upper facets distinctly 
larger than lower ones. Facial bump orange-yellow ; pubescence 
of frons and face more yellowish than white; that on vertical 
triangle, however, dark brown. Antennse wholly orange, arista 
orange, quite, bare. Ground-colour, including frontal callus and 
mouth-border, orange-yellow; central bump normally covered by 
the pubescence, but space over mouth-border, and the strip thence 
on each side to eyes, bare, orange-yellow. Vertex broadly black 
with dense short blackish-brown pubescence. Thorax : dorsum 
practically all blackish, with suture on each side for a greater or 
less distance pale, partly dividing the black part; and as the anterior 
half is usually duller black than the hinder, or even greyish, there 
is in such specimens some resemblance to argyrocephalus. Hind 
margin of dorsum broadly yellowish-grey, and anterior half with 
two rather broad, approximate, median, short stripes which are 
always obvious when seen from behind but never conspicuous. 
Pubescence yellow on anterior and hinder parts, dark Drown on 
black median part below suture. Abdomen brownish-orange; 2nd, 
3rd and 4th segments each having on hind border a large blackish- 
brown triangular spot, filling one-third or more of the surface 
and extended more or less along hind margin. Remainder of 
surface of 3rd and 4th segments aeneous, this colour extending 
occasionally also along hind border, thus isolating the dark 
triangular spot. Legs as in argyrocephalus except that the basal 
half, more or less, of hind femora is brownish-orange. Wings 
as iu argyrocephalus. 

Lengtii, 9-11 mm. 

This species and argyrocephalus are very closely allied, but the 
colour of the hind femora and the presence or absence of pubes¬ 
cence on the arista will separate them with certainty. 

Described from a number of both sexes from various sources. 
Very common throughout the East. Sukna (Annandale) ; Pusa; 
Bangalore (J. Cameron) ; Trivandrum, Travancore; Parambikulam, 
Cochin State ( Gravely) ; Coorg, S. India, 29-30. iv. 1913; 
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Hadagalli, Ceylon, x. 1911; Margherita, Assam; Myingyan, 
Burma, xi. 1893 ( Capt . WaUon ); Maymyo, Upper Burma (if. L. 
Andrewes ); Sibsagar (S. E. Paul)] Penang,25.ii. 1908 ((?. Meade- 
Waldo); Semarang and other Javan localities; Borneo, Sumatra 
and China. 

158. Megaspis chrysopygus, Wied. 

Eristalis chrysopygus f Wiedemann, Zool. Mag, i, p. 3 (1819); id., 
Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 152 (1830). 

Megaspi$ chrysopygus, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii. 2, p. 27, pi. vii,*fig. 2 
(18*2).; de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, p. 240 (1908). 

Volucella aurata, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins., Dipt, i, p. 494 (1834). 

cf $ . Head : eyes in 3 very closely contiguous for nearly their 
whole length, leaving a very small, raised, ocellar triangle with dull 
red ocelli; frons and face black, finely punctate, the wrinkled 
space large and obvious, dull orange-brown. Antennae blackish - 
brown; arista dull orange, plumose above on basal half. Face 
with short yellowish hairs, rather deeply sunken immediately 
below base of antennae and with a bare, shining, rather incon¬ 
spicuous, elongate central bump. Occiput black, the sides shining 
silvery-white, practically bare. In 2 > frons one-fifth the width of 
the head at vertex, widening gradually downwards, being about 
one-third of head at level of antennae; wholly black, finely 
punctate, face with a little almost microscopic whitish pubescence. 
Thorax black, minutely punctate; pubescence black, very short 
and invisible except when viewed at a low angle. Abdomen 
shining black; 3 rd and 4 th segments covered with short dense 
golden- or orange-yellow recumbent pubescence; venter mo¬ 
derately shining, black. Leys all black, with very short black 
pubescence; posterior tarsi and pulvilli, also front pulvilli, bright 
orange-yellow. A small spot of white pubescence at base of tibiae 
on front side of fore pair, on outer side of middle pair and 911 
hinder side of hind pair; hind tibiae rather flattened, with 
dense shaggy black pubescence on front and hind sides. Wings 
pale grey; blackish on about basal half up to the stigma, basal 
three-fourths of 1 st basal cell, whole of 2 nd basal cell and more 
than half of anal cell, with a slight extension embracing anterior 
cross-vein. Thoracal squamte large, blackish, with broad con- 
colorous fringe. 

Lengthy 15-17 mm. 

Described from two or three $ $ from Sikkim ( Knyvett ); 
Shillong, 5000 ft., ix. 1917 ( Fletcher ); Sibsagar (S. E. Paul); 
Khasi Hills ( Sladen; Chennell); Bhamo Hills, Upper Burma, 
4000 ft., v. 1916 ( Mackwood ). Occurs in Java, Sumatra and Siam. 

159. Megaspis sesymnus, Walk. 

Eristalis <wymnt«, Walker, List. Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 630 (1849). 

<3 $. Head', frons in 3 moderately prominent, shining black, 
with long dense black pubescence on upper part, the wrinkled 
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space above antennas very distinct, the space on each side of it 
yellowish-dusted, with yellowish-brown pubescence. Antennae dark 
brown, arista with basal half orange, plumose; rest black, bare. 
Facial bump shiniug black, moderately large; rest of face with 
brownish-yellow dust and pubescence. Lower part of head and 
proboscis black. Occipital margin on lower part rather shining 
white; a shiuing black, nearly bare space on cheeks. In $, 
frons rapidly widening from above downwards, at level of antennas 
wider than one-third of head; vertex black, with dense, short, 
black, stiff pubescence; a black, moderately wide median stripe 
extends thence to the wrinkled space, which latter bears similar 
pubescence. Upper part of frons (below the black vertex) with 
yellowish dust and concolorous pubescence, thence both ground¬ 
colour and pubescence become gradually more whitish to lower 
part of head; the shining black central bump is comparatively 
small. Thorax : ground-colour of anterior part orange nearly to 
suture, the colour carried over shoulders for some distance down 
the pleurae, covered with short bright yellow pubescence; rest 
of dorsum black, with very short, dense, black pubescence. 
Scutellum similar; pleur® dull black or mneous, more or less 
tinged with yellowish in humeral region. Abdomen black; 2nd 
segment orange for about anterior two-thirds, this colour just 
reaching side margins of 1st segment; 3rd and 4th segments 
mainly dull black, but with a narrow orange band on anterior 
margin, widening towards corners; hind margins rather broadly 
shining black, broader in middle; 5th segment all black. Venter 
black, 2nd segment orange. Pubescence of abdomen mostly black, 
but pale yellow on the orange-coloured parts. Legs black, with 
black pubescence. Wings pale grey, anterior half moderately dark 
brown, the colour approximately limited by the basal cells and 
marginal cell; about half the discal cell paler brown; 3rd vein 
very deeply looped and with a distinct, short appendix at tip of 
loop; halteres yellowish. 

Length, 12-14 mm. 

Described from a 6 and several $ $ in the British Museum 
from Borneo and Sumatra. Walker’s type is in the British 
Museum in very bad condition; it was described from “ East 
Indies.” The species requires confirmation as Indian, and I do 
not believe it to be indigenous. 


160. Meg&spis argyrocephalus, Macq, (PI. IV, fig. 20.) 

Erittalis argyrocephalus, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 45, pl.,x, 
tig. 6 (1842); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 240, notes (1908). 
Megaspis transversus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 73, fig. thorax 
(1908). 

6 2 Head in c? with vertical triangle small, elongate, black ; 
eyes contiguous for a rather short distance, all facets practically 
uniform. Ground-colour of head black, frons with snow-white 
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toraentuin and concolorous pubescence; frontal callus black, bare; 
face clothed as frons, central bump, extreme mouth-border and a 
baud thence to the eye on each side, shining black, bare. Occiput 
with silvery-white tomentum on margin of lower half, yellowish- 
grey toinentum on upper half, and a little white pubescence on 
under side. Antennae reddish-brown or blackish-brown, arista 
orange, plumose on basal half; proboscis black. In $ , frons less 
than one-fourth of the head at vertex and more than a third at level 
of antennae; frons and face together very little broader at broadest 
part than at vertex, both shining black, closely covered (except 
broadly across vertex, which is covered with dense short blackish- 
brown pubescence) with snow-white tomentum and white pubes-t 
cence, both of which are more yellowish-grey on upper part of 
frons, immediately below vertical region. Thorax', dorsum 
blackish, minutely punctate ; anterior and hinder thirds greenish- 
grey, sometimes greenish-yellow in front, toith rather long fine 
yellow inconspicuous pubescence; middle third with dense, very 
short, blackish-brown pubescence. Pleurae grey, with fine yellow 
pubescence; a bunch of thicker, darker yellow pubescence on 
shoulders. Scutellum black, with similar pubescence and some 
long, fine yellow hairs on hind border. Abdomen : 1st segment 
black except narrowly pale at sides ; 2nd orange-yellow with 
broad blackish hind margin, extending forward in middle to beyond 
centre of segment; 3rd and 4th blackish, a large aeneous spot on 
each anterior corner. In £, 3rd segment mostly pale aeneous, 
with an ill-defined blackish-brown triangle near middle of hind 
margin, extending narrowly along margin towards sides; 4th 
segment similar, with an ill-defined spot in middle of hind margin. 
Pubescence in both sexes yellow, more conspicuous on 2nd seg¬ 
ment, and thinner in £ than in <5* Venter with basal half 
yellowish, apical half blackish. Legs black; coxae with a little 
pale pubescence; femora dark brown, sometimes lighter brown, 
sometimes practically black; always unicolorous, except that the 
extreme tip may be orange or brown; pubescence yellowish, a 
little short dark brown pubescence on inner side of fore and 
middle pairs. Pubescence on hind pair mainly confined to upper 
and lower sides, yellowish except towards tips, where it is dark 
brown. Tibiae mainly yellowish on basal, and black on apical, 
half (with yellowish pubescence throughout); extent of black and 
yellow variable; hind tibiae sometimes nearly all black, with dark 
brown pubescence on inner side. Tarsi blackish-brown, with 
yellowish-grey to orange-brown pubescence below. Wings pale 
grey, brown at base and pale yellowish-brown on about basal half 
or two-thirds of the anterior portion. Halteres yellow. 

Length , 9-12 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes from various sources. 
A common and widely distributed Oriental species. Deesa, 
vii-viii. 1901 (Nurse) ; Parasnath, Chota Nagpur, 4300-4400 ft.; 
Ranchi ( Imms ); Calcutta; Pusa, Bihar, iii. 1907 ( Lefroy , etc.); 
Bangalore, 3000 ft. (. Annandale , Cameron) ; Talewadi, N. Kanara 
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District, 3-10. x. 1916 (Kemp) ; Trnvancore ( Annandale ); South 
India, 2500 ft.; Coimbatore, iv. 1915 (Duff). Iq the British 
Museum are examples from Belgaum, Bangalore, Coonoor, 
Purneah, Calcutta and Burma. 

M. transversus was described from a long series of both sexes in 
the Indian Museum from Calcutta and Bangalore. 

Type in Paris Museum. 

161. Hegaspis sonatas, Fair. 

Sytphus zonatus , Fabricius, Mam. Ins. ii, p. 337 (1787). 

Syrphus zonalis, Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 294 (1794). 

Eristalis zonalis, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 162 (1830). 

Ei'istalis Jlavo/ascialus, Macquart, Dipt. Exot., Suppl. iv, p. 136 
(1849). 

Ei'istalis inamames, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 627 (1849). 

Eristalis andraiyon, id., loc. cit. 

Eristalis datamus,AA., ©p. cit. p. 628. 

Eristalis extents , id., Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 248 (1852). 

Jfusca sinensis , Gmelin, Syst. Nat. v, p. 2872 (1790). 

c f 9 Head'. <$ , eyes contiguous for a short distance; vertical 
triangle small, black, with dark brown pubescence; frons with 
black hairs on upper part and black and yellowish hairs mixed on 
each side of the wrinkled space. Face shining black, with grey 
dust forming a transverse band below antennae, and more or less 
grey dust on cheeks ; all these parts with yellowish-grey, moderately 
long, but inconspicuous pubescence; central bump bare. Antennae 
blackish-brown, arista yellowish, basal half plumose (about 9 or 
10 long hairs) above and below. Occiput black, narrowly white- 
tomentose on side margins, with nrownish-yellow hairs on vertical 
section and white pubescence on lower margin. In 9 frons at 
level of antennse rather more than one-third the width of the head, 
narrowing towards vertex and a little wider on lower part. Vertex 
black with black pubescence; yellowish at sides with yellow 
pubescence down to antennse, leaving the median third down to 
the wrinkled space black, with dark brown pubescence. Thorax : 
dorsum black, anterior margin narrowly yellowish-grey, almost 
orange at and just behind shoulders; whole anterior half of 
dorsum covered with dense short yellowish-grey pubescence, 
hinder half with shorter and very dense blackish-brown pubes¬ 
cence, almost unnoticeable ; a bunch of scale-like, long, orange 
pubescence behind shoulders, and a fringe of similar pubescence 
along lower margin of dorsum up to above and a little beyond 
wing-base. Plear© yellowish-grey anteriorly, darker posteriorly, 
with a little pale pubescence throughout. Scutellum black with 
very short and dense black erect pubescence and a fringe of pale 
hairs on hind margin. Abdomen: 1st segment black,.very short, 
bare except for a very little yellow pubescence towards sides; 2nd 
mainly yellowish, about the hind third (varying to less than a 
fourth) dark blackish-brown, deepest on hind border; 3rd and 
4th mainly black, each with two elongate brownish-yellow spots, 
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one on each anterior corner, these spots narrowest at their inner 
ends, which nearly meet in centre of anterior margin. Pubescence 
of 2 nd segment agreeing with ground-colour, that of 3rd and 
4th segmeuts wholly brownish-orange; 5th segment black with 
vellowish-grey pubescence. Sides of abdomen with orange-yellow 
short pubescence. Venter yellowish, generally with blackish bands 
corresponding with those of the dorsum; but varying to entirely 
pale yellowish except the blackish tip. Legs', femora all black, 
pubescence dark, except some pale yellowish pubescence on upper 
side of hind pair towards base. Tibioe black, 1 st pair pale on 
basal third, 2 ud pair on about basal half; hind pair wholly black but 
with some white pubescence at tip on hinder side and a fringe of 
dark brown dense pubescence on rest of hinder side. Tarsi black, 
middle pair brownish-orange for more than basal half; hiud pair 
with orange-brown pubescence. Wings yellowish-grey; a dark 
brown suffusion over stigmatic region, extending from costa over 
base of submarginal and tipyof 1 st basal cell, slightly clouding 
anterior cross-vein and base Of diseal cell. Extreme base of wing 
dark brown for a short distance; squamae dark brown. 

Length , 12-14 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes from various sources. 
Sylhet; Sikkim ( Knyvett , De Niceville, StoliczJca) ; Darjiling Dis¬ 
trict, 1000-3000 ft. ( Lord Carmichael''s collector) ; Nilgiris, 3000 ft. 
{Anclreives) ; Sibsagar, N.E. Assam (S . E Paul) ; Mazbat, Assam 
{Kemp) ; Dunsiri Valley, Assam {Godwin-Austen) ; above Tura, 
3500-3900 ft., 15. vii-30. viii. 1917 {Kemp); Lower Ranges, 
Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 {Chennell, a long series of Jo'i? 5 in 
British Museum). Generally distributed through the East as far 
as Japan. The synonymy of Walker’s four species, the types of 
all of which are in the British Museum, is due to Major Austen. 
E. andrcemon is from Sylhet, exterus from India, no closer data 
being available. E. inamames was described from the Sandwich 
Js., and datamus without record of locality. 


Genus HEL0PHILUS, Meig* 

Helophilus, Meigen, Syst. Besckr. iii, p. 368 (1822). 

Elophilus , Meigen, Illig. Mag. ii, p. 274 (1803). 

Dolichogipw, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 65 (1842). 

Lejops, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 33 (1857). 

Mesembriw, liondani, t. c. p. 50, not a (1857). 

Anasimi/ia, Scliiner, Cat. Syst. Dipt. Eur. p. 108 (1864). 
Eumerosyrphus , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) ii, Bull. p. cxxviii 
(1882), and iii, p. 228 (1883). 

Euvhimyia , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iii, p. 226, and Bull, 
p. xx ( Eurimyia) (1883). 


* For a table of, and notes on, the Oriental species, see Brunetti, Rec. Ind. 
Mus. ii, p. 65 ct seq .; also de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, p. 229 (1908). 
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Ettrymyia , Mik, in Beck, Faun. v. Hern stein, p. 628 {sep., p. 68) 
(1886). 

Eurinomyia , Mik, Wien. Ent. Zeit xvi, p. 116 (1897). 

Parhelophilus, Girschner, Illus. Wuchenscbr. f. Entom. ii, p. 604 
(1897). 

Gejtotypb, Musca pendula , L.: by designation of Curtis, Brit. 
Ent. (1832). 

Helophilus differs from Eristalis structurally in the form of the 
marginal cell, which is definitely though sometimes narrowly open, 
and in having the eyes always bare. Other characters of the geuus 
are that the thorax is generallylongitudinally striped and the yellow 
markings more extensive. Head as in Eristalis, but the eyes in 
the (S always narrowly but distinctly separated, wider apart still 
in the $ and, with rare exceptions, always bare io both sexes; 
arista always bare. 2 'horax generally black with conspicuous 
yellow longitudinal stripes; usually less pubescent than in 
Eristalis. Abdomen nearly always blackish with large conspicuous 
(mostly yellow) side spots and pale transverse bands. Leys rather 
strong, hind femora thickened, occasionally furnished with a 
jrrocess on under side, hind tibiae curved. Wings with venation 
of Eidstalis except that the marginal cell is narrowly open. 

Life-history. The larva lives in stagnant water, and is not 
readily distinguishable from that of Eristalis. 

Though inclined to favour marshy districts, Helophilus occurs in 
nearly all localities. Its way of hovering and its other habits are 
similar to those of Eristalis. Several subgenera have been sug¬ 
gested, based on the width of the frons in the J > the shape of the 
3rd antennal joint and the degree of prominence of the face, but 
the genus, even in its widest sense, is a natural one, and is better 
preserved in single form. 


Table of Species . 


1. Thorax with a transverse band of 

whitish pubescence. 

Thorax wits out such a band 

2. Body aeneous.; .. ... 

Body yellow and black, of the ordinary 

Heloplnlus-tyv* 

3. Length 14-18 millim. 

Lftigth 9-12 millim. 

4. Middle femora in <y with a tooth below 

near base, and suddenly contracted 
at tip; 4th abdominal segment with 
an inverted, widely open V _mftr k* . 
Middle femora in <5 without tooth 
below, and very gradually narrowed 
in apical part ; 4th abdominal seg¬ 
ment without a V-mark 


curvigaster, Macq., p. 206. 

2 . 

census, Bran., p. 206. 

3. 

tniiynis, Walk., p. 207. 

4. 


bengalensis , Wied., p. 209. 


quadrivittatus, Wied., p. 210. 


* Sometimes almost arcuate. 
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162. Helophilas seneus, BYun. (nom. emend.). (PI. V, fig. $.) 

Jlehphilus aenus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 66 (1908), and i, 
pi. xii, fig. 15, full ins. (1907). 

$ Head black, face moderately produced, very shining and 
bare above antennas, but changing on vertex to dull velvet-black 
with black hair, frontal space narrowing above, ocelli very close 
together. Face below antennas dull black, with (seen from 
above) silvery-grey hair; a central shining bare black line. 
Antennae dark brown. Back of eyes with a thin silvery-white 
lire, with unicolorous hair. Thoracic dorsum blue-ash-grey with 
two transverse black bands, one across the centre and one on the 
posterior border. Anterior part of thorax cinereous, with two 
faint, narrow, darker stripes in centre, which disappear on reaching 
the 1st transverse black band ; whole dorsum covered with short 
bright yellow hair. Sides of thorax light cinereous-grey, with 
some yellow hair. Seutellum blue-ash-grey, basal half black ; 
entirely covered with bright yellow hair. Abdomen aeneous, 1st 
segment paler; 2nd with a rather broad, dead black, velvet line on 
base, joined by a stem to a similar band on the posterior border, 
which band, however, is curved upward a little in the middle, clear 
of the actual hind margin; 3rd segment with a central round spot, 
joined to two moderately broad lines which proceed obliquely 
almost to the posterior corners; 4th segment with a nearly 
similar pattern, the oblique lines joining one another in the 
centre—without being enlarged into a dorsal spot. All these 
abdominal marks dull velvet-black. The whole upper surface of 
the abdomen with rather close, short, yellow hair. Venter black. 
Legs : femora black, hind pair more shining, all with yellow hair 
below; tibiae and tarsi tawny-yellow, with some yellow hair; hind 
pair with apical half black. Wings pale grey, costal cell absolutely 
clear, stigma brown, small, veins brownish; halteres and tegulae 
pale yellow. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Described from one $ in the Indian Museum collection; 
Soondrijal, Nepal (October). It reminds one very much of the 
European species Eristalis sepulchralis, L. 


163. Helophilus curvigaster, Macq. 

HelophUus curvigaster , Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 62, pi. xi, 
fig. 1 (1842) ; de Meijere Bijd. totJDierk. p. 99 (1904); id.,Tijd. 
v. Ent. Ii, p. 232 (1908). 

<5 Head : eyes bare, contiguous only at a point; vertex dull 
black, black-haired. Frons and epistome with dense white pubes¬ 
cence and a narrow shining black median stripe, which does not 
reach the antennfe; latter black with yellowish arista. Only 
iinmediatelv above the antennal prominence is the frons shining 
black. Thorax’, dorsum blackish-brown with rather dense but 
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short yellowish-whit* pubescence; scutellum brownish-red. Ab¬ 
domen much narrowed posteriorly, tip rather clubbed. On 2nd 
segment a brown band and behind it a black one near posterior 
margin, both broadened in middle and not reaching side margins. 
Two next segments always with two dull black cross-bands, which 
reach side margins, and on 4th segment are even themselves 
joined below. 5th segment only black at tip and sides. The 
reddish-brown parts of the abdomen are rather deeper, shining, 
the black parts dull; emarginations whitish. Pubescence short, 
whitish, but black on the black parts. Legs : fore pair mainly 
yellowish-brown; front side, and in the femora the upper side 
also, blackish-brown. Hind femora yellowish-brown, black above 
and at tip, and in addition with a black ring above middle and a 
blackish spot on outer side near base. Tibia) nearly wholly dark ; 
tarsi yellowish-brown. A large vellowish-brown obtuse promirtence 
at base of hind femora. Wings clear; a blackish streak between 

the auxiliarv and subcostal veins. 

% 

Length, 11 mm.; of wing, 8 mm. 

$ Frons and face shining black, with yellowish-white dust at 
sides ; antennae brown, arista tawuy ; eyes bare. Thorax lightly 
grey-dusted, more thickly 60 along suture; scutellum testaceous. 
Abdomen curved underneath towards tip, each segment with a 
black band behind anterior margin and before hind margin. Legs 
testaceous, with yellowish pubescence; femora black on upper 
side, hind pair thickened, a post-basal black ring and a post-basal 
black spot on their under side. Wings slightly yellowish. 

Described originally from a 3 in Serville’s collection from 
Java. De Meijere redescribed (1904) the species from a d from 
Darjiling and a $ from an unrecorded locality, but in his later paper 
{op. cit. 1908) he recognised the supposed $ as the 6 of an allied 
African species. My description of the S is a translation of 
de Meijere’s description of that sex, and that of the $ given 
above is translated from Macquart’s original description. 

164. Helophilus insignia, Walk. (PI. V, figs. 6, 7.) 

Helophilus insignia, Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. i, p. 17 (1856); 
Doleschall, Nat. Tijd. Ned. Ind. xiv, p. 409, pi. ix, fig. 4 (1857). 

Helophilus doleschnlli, Brunetti, Kec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 68 (1908), and 
i, pi. xii, figs. 7, 8, 9 (1907); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. lvii, 
p. 148 (1914). 

<3 $ Head: in <3 , vertical triangle very elongate, black with 
yellowish-grey dust and a little black pubescence. Eyes touching 
for only three or four facets, the latter uniform in size. Frons 
and face yellow-dusted, covered with long soft pale yellow pubes¬ 
cence ; antennal prominence very promiuent, shining black with 
long erect stiff black hairs; the extreme edge brownish-orange; 
facial median line shining black, bare. Antennal 1st and 2nd 
joints brownish-orange to blackish, arista brown. Upper mouth- 
border with yellowish-grey dust but without pubescence. Occiput 
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wholly with orange-yellow tomentum and pale yellow pubescence. 
Thorax bright yellow with three longitudinal stripes as in benga - 
lensis; whole dorsal surface with short dense yellow pubescence. 
Pleurae with yellow tomentum in front and with hinder part ash- 
grey ; a bunch of long yellow pubescence behind shoulders, 
extending downwards over inesopleura Scutellum orange-yellow 
with dense yellow pubescence. Abdomen longer and more conical 
in d than $; 1st segment mainly black, orange-yellow towards 
sides; rest of abdomen best described as moderately shining 
black; on 2nd segment, a little above centre, a pair of large 
oblong orange-yellow spots, which are narrowly separated by the 
median intervening space, their inner ends barely narrowed, 
extending in their full breadth to side margins of segment; 
width of remaining black hind margin varying but always fairly 
broad; 3rd segment with a broad basal yellow band occupying 
about half the segment; in 3 this band is sometimes indefinite, 
and the segment then is best described as black, with anterior 
corners irregularly and indefinitely orange; 4th segment much 
more elongate in than in <j>, moderately shining black, base 
and anterior corners dusted with yellowish-grey to a varying 
extent. Genitalia shining black. Venter with ba^al half gene¬ 
rally yellowish, apical half nearly black. Pubescence yellow and 
black according to ground-colour. Legs* moderately shining 
black ; coxae grey-dusted with black pubescence: tips of femora 
narrowly brownish-orange; fore tibiae on more or less the basal 
third or half, middle pair on more than basal half, hind pair 
broadly at base, brownish-orange. Anterior femora with rather 
short black pubescence on upper and inner sides ; outer side nearly 
bare, but a fringe of long black hairs on lower part of outer side; 
under side with long, dense, very bright yellow or orange-yellow 
pubescence. Hind femora on upper side with sparse short black 
pubescence ; outer side with dense long yellow pubescence; lower 
and inner sides with very dense black long pubescence. Pubescence 
on anterior tibiae generally black on inner and front sides, and 
yellow on outer and hinder sides ; hind tibiae with fairly long 
black or blackish-brown pubescence, very long and dense on outer 
side in 6 . Wings pale yellowish-grey; squamae, fringe and 
balteres brownish-yellow. 

Length, 15-18 mm. 

Described from a <$ and $ in the Indian Museum, the <$ from 
Mergui, Burma, the $ without record of locality. Whether 
I originally identified it correctly as Doleschall’s insignis or not, at 
any rate the species here described is certainly synonymous with 
Walker’s species of that name, which moreover takes precedence. 
I now think both forms are probably identical. A $ from Borneo 
and one from Singapore, 19. i. 1896, below 400 ft. (S. iS', flower'), 


* The description of the lees must be accepted with caution as the specimens 
are none of them in good condition. 
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both in the British Museum, as well as Walker’s type $ , all agree 
exactly with the and 5 described by me. H. albiceps, van der 
Wulp, according to two $ $ so named in the British Museum, 
may be identical, the only differences being that the spots on the 
2 nd abdominal segment are broader, more quadrate and rather 
more widely separated, and that the insects are smaller. 

165. Helophilue bengalensis, Wied. (PI. V, figs. 1-3.) 

Eristalis bcngalensis, Wiedemann, Zool. Mag. i, p. 3 (1819); id., 
Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 167 (1830); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, 
p. 233, pl. vii, figs, 13, 14, legs (1908); Brunetti, Kec. Ind. Mus. 
ii, p. 69 (1908) ; i, pl. xii, figs. 1, 2, 3, <y $ abdomen (1907). 

Eumerosyrphus indianus , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, ( 6 ) ii, 
Bull. p. cxxviii (1882). 

6 ? Head : eyes in d contiguous for less than one-thifd the 
distance from vertex to frons (about 5 or 6 facets); upper facets 
distinctly larger than lower ones; vertical triangle elongate, 
shining black above; a little yellowish-grey toinentum on lower 
part, the whole with black pubescence. Frons and face wholly 
covered with yellow tomentum and concolorous pubescence; 
median black stripe on latter narrow; central bump small; tip of 
small antennal prominence shining dark brown. Antennal 1st 
and 2nd joints black; 3rd dark brown with bare brown arista. 
Proboscis black. Occiput black, side margins and lower side with 
white tomentum and white pubescence; yellowish toinentum and 
pubescence on vertex. In ^ , frons one-sixth width of head at 
vertex, wideuing gradually to 1 ^ times as wide at level of antennae, 
covered with yellow tomentum and pubescence, but on the vertex 
the tomentum is more dark greyish and the pubescence black. 
Antennal prominence and antennae shining orange-brown to 
blackish, with a little microscopic grey dust on 3rd joint. 
Thorax bright yellow with three longitudinal black stripes; the 
median stripe slightly wider than the others, extending from anterior 
border nearly or quite to hind margin, not narrowed in front 
but generally narrowed behind to a point; outer stripes rather 
narrowly separated from the median one but narrower in front 
and behind, barely attaining anterior and hind margins. Pleurae 
yellowish-grey, slightly darker behind. Scutellum translucent 
yellow, a little darker at base. Whole dorsum, pleurae and 
scutellum with soft yellow pubescence. Abdomen: 1st segment 
black, remainder orange-yellow ; 2 nd segment with basal and 
hind marginal black bands, broader in middle (former not attain¬ 
ing, latter attaining, the side margins), joined by a median black 
band of varying width which may sometimes be practically absent; 
hind marginal band sometimes replaced by merely a deeper orange 
than the ground-colour. 3rd segment with a depressed black tri¬ 
angular spot on hind margin, reaching side margins and often 
extended forward in centre as a fine line ns far as middle of 
segment. Pubescence on first three segments very short and 

p 
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tine, yellow on yellow parts, dark brown on black parts. 4th seg¬ 
ment with close yellow, yellowish-grey or orange tomentum; 
hind margin more or less moderately shining brown or blackish; 
a bow-shaped or inverted V-shaped mark, which may be deep 
orange, brown or black, lies (the convexity forwards) across 
middle of segment; space between it and the dark hind margin 
(which latter is not always definite) darker than on anterior half 
of segment. Pubescence of 4th segment all yellow except on the 
dark parts. Venter yellow with yellowish pubescence, tip darker. 
Legs : coxjb black, a little grey dust on front side of anterior pairs 
and on hinder side of hind pair, with a little pale pubescence. 
Femora shining black, anterior pairs with tips narrowly brownish- 
orange ; middle pair in with a small tooth near base and 
suddenly contracted at tip. Pubescence of all femora wholly 
yellow except some moderately long black > pubescence towards tip 
on under side of hind pair. Tibiae black; about basal half of 
anterior pairs orange-yellow; middle pair in <$ with a small 
swelling just before middle and slightly thickened towards tips; 
rather long yellow hair on outer and front sides of fore pair; 
pubescence very short on middle pair; hind tibiae distinctly curved, 
with mainly black pubescence, but some yellow pubescence on 
basal half of outer side. Tarsi black, with black pubescence, middle 
pair more or less brownish-orange on basal half; a peculiar fan¬ 
like fringe of hairs with thickened tips at extreme base of hind 
metatarsi. Wings pale grey ; squamae yellow with yellow fringe; 
halteres yellow. 

Length, 10-12 mm. 

Described from a number of specimens of both sexes. In two 
in the Indiau Museum from Calcutta, 21. iii. 1907 (Bmnetti), 
and Siripur, Sardu, North Bengal, 26. ix. 1910, and in two more 
d d in the Pusa collection from Pusa, 14.viii. 1907 and 29.ix. 1910, 
the yellow spots on the 2nd segment are reduced to a semicircle 
by a large central black spot in each, also the 3rd segment is 
mainly blackish. The species is apparently widely distributed 
throughout India, as I have seen it from Katmandu, Nepal; 
Calcutta ; Deesa, vi. 1897 (Nurse); Pusa, vii. viii. ix.; Bangalore; 
Sibsagar, N.E. Assam (S. E. Paul). De Meijere records it from 
Java, and Kertesz (Cat. Dipt, vii, p. 250) gives “ Southern Asia, 
Indian Archipelago.” 

H. pilipes , Do!., has been regarded as synonymous with this 
species, but I have withdrawn the name as I am not satisfied 
that it is identical. Bigot’s type of Eumerosijrphus indianus is a 
6 of bengalensis. 

166. Helophilus quadrivittatus, Wied. (PI. V, figs. 4, 5.) 

Eristalis quadrivittatus, Wiedemann, Zool. Mag. i, p. 3 (1819); 
id., Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 168 (1830); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, 
p. 234, d 2 redescr., pi. vii, fig. 15, hind leg (1908); Brunetti, 
Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 69 (1908); i, pi. xii, figs. 4, 5. 6, abdomen 
6 2 (1907). 
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<5 9 Very much like bengalensis, but with several good specific 
characters. In the <J the eyes gradually approach but at no 
point actually touch, nor is the frons linear for even the smallest 
distance. Abdomen mainly orange ; 1st segment sometimes with 
centre of hind margin black; 2 nd segment with a large triangular 
brown mark on base, not reaching sides but often drawn out 
hindwards, especially in d, into a narrow line or median stripe 
which may or may not reach a similar, more flattened, triangular 
spot ou hind margin ; the latter spot also sometimes attains side 
margins. 3rd segment with a similar flattened black triangle on 
hind margin, geuerallv reaching side margins ; 4th segment with 
apical half mainly black, the black colour broadest in centre, 
remainder with yellow tomentum, as has also the extreme hind 
margin. 5th segment with a large, shining black, but not very 
conspicuous, triangle, its apex reaching nearly to base of segment, 
ou hind margin, remaindei with yellow or yellowish-grey dust. 
Pubescence of abdomen wholly yellow; genitalia shining black. 
Venter generally with basal half yellowish, apical half blackish. 
Legs generally as in bengaUnsis , but the yellow in the anterior 
tibiae is rather more extensive, especially in the middle pair, and 
the yellow pubescence rather brighter. In the d the middle 
femora are without any tooth below and not suddenly contracted 
near tip; hind femora with a distinct comb-like fringe of short, 
si iff, black hairs on inner underside neayly from base to tip; 
middle tibiae without any swelling before middle and not appre¬ 
ciably thicker at tip; bind tibiae very suddenly narrowed near 
tip, forming almost a small tooth at point of compression. In 9 , 
legs simple, generally as in bengalensis. 

length, 10-12 mm. 

Described from a number of specimens of both sexes. Siliguri; 
Jubbulpore, viii. 1007 (Nurse); Katihar (Paiva ); Pusa, 19 and 26. 
ix. 1915; Deesa, vi. 1901 (Nurse); Calcutta; Port Canning; 
Puri (Caunter); Mandalay, 2-4; ix. 1914 (Fletcher). Apparently 
widely distributed in the plains of India; recorded also from the 
Am Islands. 

The degree of contiguity of the eyes and the structure of the 
femora and tibiae will always distinctly separate the d d of 
bengalensis and guadrivtitatus. As regards the 9 $ > the more 
extended orange surface of the abdomen and the markings of the 
4th segment are apparently the only distinguishing features, 
though these, especially the latter, are generally sufficient when 
once the two species are clearly recognised. 

Genus MERODON, Meig. 

Merodon, Meigen, Illig. Mag. ii, p. 274 (1803). 

Tigridiamyia, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, ( 6 ) ii, Bull. p. cxxi 
( Tigridemyia, 1882). 

Gexotvpe, Syrphus clavipes. Fabr. (as curvipes, Fabr.), by desig¬ 
nation of Westwood, 1840. 

l* 2 
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Head about as wide as thorax. Eyes pubescent, contiguous in 
<f for some distance, wide apart in $; face slightly hollowed 
below antennae, central kuob of moderate size, upper mouth-edge 
produced ; antennae normal, 2nd joint rather long, 3rd oval, arista 
nearly basal, bare. Head pubescent. Thorax robust, slightly 
humped, longer than broad, densely pubescent, as is always the 
concolorous scutellum. Abdomen varying in shape and nature of 
pubescence ; generally ovate or elongate. Leys strong, in <y always 
with a process or processes on either hind coxae, hind femora or 
bind tibiae ; the latter curved, generally somewhat flattened ; tarsi 
broad-and flat; in legs simple. Wings comparatively short; 
venation as in Helophihts. 

Life-history. That of M. equesiris , Fabr., which infests the 
bulbs of Narcissi and allied plants, is well known, the species 
having often been bred (see also remarks under Eumerus, p. 248). 

Range. All the Old World. Only one species, M. equestris, 
is known in the New World (North America), and it has un¬ 
doubtedly been introduced inadvertently in bulbs. 


Table of Species. 


1. Thorax wholly unstriped ... 
Thorax more or less distinctly longi¬ 
tudinally striped ... 

2. Abdomen conspicuously elongate, 1£ 

times as long as thorax and scutellum. 
Abdomen elongate-conical, not much 
longer than thorax 

3. Larger sp., 20 mm. 

Smaller spp., 12-16 mm. 

4. Thoracic dorsum with three black stripes, 

the median stripe more or less sub¬ 
divided . 

Thoracic dorsum with four black stripes 
of about uniform size 


interveniens, Walk., p. 212. 
2 . 

tuberculatrn, Brun., p. 214. 

3. 

varicolor, Watic, p. 215. 

4. 

pallidus, Macq., p. 217 
albifasciatus , Macq., p. 218. 


167 Merodon interveniens, Wtdk. 

Merodon interveniens, Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. iv, p. 120 
(1860). 

Tiyridiamyia pictipes, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (G) ii, Bull, 
p. cxxi (I'igridemyia , 1882). 

Polydontomyia orientalis, Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 74 (1908). 

6. Head : eyes bare, unicolorous, black; contiguous for a 
short distance only ; vertical triangle a little raised, grey-dusted, 
with stiff black hairs and yellowish translucent ocelli; frons and 
face whitish-dusted, former with brownish-yellow pubescence, 
latter with whitish pubescence; cheeks nearly bare, rather shining 
brown ; facial bump moderately prominent; a median, pale brown, 
rather shining stripe. Antennae orange-brown, arista orange, 
bare. Occiput greyish, with short white pubescence on lower 
margin. Thorax dark brownish-grey, with rather dense yellowish 
pubescence, and some black hairs intermixed; humeri dull 
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brownish-yellow. Pleurae nearly blackish-grey, with fan-shaped 
rows of yellow hairs on mesopleura, sternopleura and ptero- 
pleura. Scutelluin brownish-yellow, with rather dense yellow 

f >ubescence. Abdomen : 1st segment orange-yellowish-grey, a 
ittle yellow pubescence at sides, rest brownish-orange ; 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th segments with two transverse blackish-brown bands on 



Fig. 39 .—Merodon interveniens, Walk., head in profile. 

each, those on 2nd segment a little arcuate, the others nearly 
straight, all placed a little behind anterior margin or a little in 
front of hind margin, leaving a rather broad intervening space 
between each pair of bands, the black bands varying a little 
in width and intensity. Venter brownish-yellow, with darker 
marks. Genitalia brownish-orange, tip black. Legs brownish or 



Fig. 40 . -Merodon interveniens, Wulk., hind femur and tibia. 

brown : ?h-orange, upper side of anterior femora blackish ; anterior 
tibiae more or less blackish in parts; middle pair paler. Pore 
tarsi mainly dark brown, last joint paler; middle tarsi nearly 
wholly pale. Hind femora orange, above and below towards tips, 
and on apical half on inner side, blackish. Hind tibiae dark 
brown, hind tarsi brownish-orange, the colour apparently varyiug 
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in the legs with the individual. Pubescence of legs pale yellow. 
Wings pale grey; subcostal cell a little darker and a trifle 
yellowish; thoracic squam® dull yellowish, with a pale yellow- 
fringe ; halteres orange. 

Length, 11-12 mm. 

Described from the type 6 from Macassar in the British 
Museum, and tw'O J 6 from Abu, Bajputana {Col. Nurse), in 
good condition. Tigridiamyia pictipes. Big., and Polydontomyia 
orientals, Brun., are synonymous. 

This is a very well-marked though not conspicuous species, 
easily recognised from all others by the two transverse black 
bands on each of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th abdominal segments, in 
conjunction with the strongly incrassated hind femora with a 
large yellow' tooth below’ at the base, the unstriped tliora*x and 
the nearly clear wings. It is somewhat PmtaZis-like in general 
appearance. I have closely compared side by side the types of 
Walker’s .1/. interveniens, Bigot’s T. pictipes and my P. orientalis, 
and find them identical (all males); tw r o other 6 6 are also before 
me, collected by Col. Nurse at Abu. “ Polydonta orientalis” was 
a manuscript name of Bigot’s for a single specimen in the Indian 
Museum, and I described the insect as new without sufficient 
examination as to its validity. That description deals with the 
legs in greater detail, and may be used to advantage in conjunction 
with the present fuller one, as the specimen described show's a 
few- variations from the typical form. Polydontomyia, Will, (of 
which Polydonta and Triodonta are two preoccupied synonyms) 
is a good genus, and quite distinct from Merodon by the eyes in 
the cf being wide apart (4- or ^ of the full width of the head in 
the type-species, curvipes, Wied.). 

In “ Polydonta orientalis ” of Bigot (which therefore is not a 
true Polydontomyia at all), and in that author’s Tigridiamyia 
pictipes, the eves are actually contiguous, though for - a very short 
space only. Williston (Man. N. Amer. Dipt., 3rd ed., p. 258) 
has suggested that both Polydontomyia and Teuchocnemis be 
merged in Pferallastes. 

108. Merodon tuherculatus, Brun. (PI. V, fig. 9;) 

Helopliilus tuherculatus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 67 (1908); 
i, pi. xii, figs. 16, abdomen, 17, middle leg (1907). 

cf ? Head : epistome normally produced. Frons black, 
shining just above antennae, dull in the $ from thence to vertex. 
Eyes contiguous ( 3 ) at base of supra-antennal triangle, diverging 
gently to the vertex. Frons in 5 moderately wide, narrower 
above ; face below' antennae blackish or reddish, with grey or 
yellow' hair, antennae ferruginous-brown to black; 3rd joint 
sometimes quite greyish ; first two joints with a few black hairs. 
Frons, vertex and back of head w'ith short, stiff, wholly black hair. 
Thorax rather elongated, yellow ish, with three broad biack long 
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stripes of equal width (median stripe abbreviated behind) placed 
close together, so that the yellow intermediate space is very narrow; 
dorsum covered with short yellow hair. Humeral calli brown, 
with yellowish hair ; posterior calli oval, distinct, shining. Sides 
of thorax blackish-grey with mixed tufts of brown, white and 
yellow hair; scutelium yellow with yellow hair. Abdomen quite 
elongated, resembling that of a Milesia ; in 3 , 1st segment very 
short, yellow ; 2nd tawny, with a thin basal black line produced 
downwards across the disc to a rather wide, very indistinct, 
blackish band towards posterior border; 3rd segment with basal 
half tawny, apical half brown ; 4th segment similar, but only basal 
fourth yellowish; 5th segment uniformly rich brown. In the $, 
the transverse bands across the hind parts of the segments are black 
instead of brown. In the 3 , the first three segments are covered 
with soft yellow hair, much thicker on 2nd segment; this hair 
appears to be sparser in the $. Legs black, knees of four 
anterior legs tawny; all the femora much thickened in the 3, 
but only the hind pair moderately so in the 2 • In the 3 , 
the hind femora bear a distinct tooth in the centre of the under 
side, and an erect fringe of bright yellow hair on the upper side 
for three-fourths of the length from the base, the remaining 
fourth bearing black hair. Middle femora with a transverse ridge 
below near tip, followed by a small blunt tooth ; middle tibiae 
suddenly incrassated before the middle, with two pairs of blunt 
teeth at base. Between middle and hind coxae are two contiguous, 
lurge, conical, black teeth pointing hindwards. All the legs with 
short black pubescence, longest on femora and hind tibiae. Wings 
brownish-grey ; apical half, anteriorly, darker. 

Length , 19-25 mm. 

Described from 2 3 <5 and 3 5 $ from Calcutta in the Indian 
Museum. Two 3 3 in the Bigot Collection in very indifferent 
condition, without data. 

169. Merodon varicolor, Walk. 

Merodon varicolor , Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. Lond. i, p. 122 (1857), 

3 2 Head: in <5“ , eyes closely contiguous for about as far as 
length of vertical triangle ; frons shining black with black hairs, 
forming the antennal prominence; a little short white pubescence 
on lower part of eyes in <5* In , frons just above antennae nearly 
one-third of head, narrowing to half that width at vertex, very 
dark brown with rather dense black pubescence: frontal promi¬ 
nence shining black with black pubescence ; face considerably cut 
away below antennal prominence, covered with P&le yellowish 
tomentuin ; a median bare dark brown stripe; cheeks and mouth¬ 
opening shining brown, bare, clearly demarcated; proboscis 
blackish ; antennal first two joints shining black, 3rd dull black, 
oval, arista brownish; occiput black. Thorax : anterior part 
down to the suture, the shoulders and pleurae, dark brown with 
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rather dense dark brown pubescence; rest of dorsum dull 
yellowish, rather brighter towards hind margin, with four equi¬ 
distant, moderately narrow, blue-grey, not very distinct, short, 
longitudinal stripes, the two median ones not reaching hind margin; 
whole hinder half of dorsum and the wholly yellow scutellum 
with short yellow pubescence; metanotum shining black, dusted 
with yellowish-grey; sternopleura and pteropleura yellowish, 
with pale hair, the colour gradually darkening to the brown 
upper sides of the thorax. Abdomen : 1st segment pale yellow 
with short pale yellow pubescence; hind angles orange. 2nd 
segment brownish-orange, becoming brown towards sides, with an 
elongated diamond-shaped yellow spot in middle, placed rans- 
versely; hind margin black, the colour not sharply defined, 
broader in middle. 3rd segment with about anterior half yellow, 
the colour broader in middle, sides and hind margin rather 
broadly black; rest of segment orange-brown. 4th segment 
similar to 3rd, the orange-brown part practically absent: 5th 



Fig. 41 .—Merodon varicolor, Walk., hind leg. 

segment wholly black. The yellow and black parts of the 
abdomen bear concolorous pubescence respectively. Venter black 
with black pubescence; base more or less brownish. Legs: 
coxae chestnut-brown, fore pair nearly wholly and hind pair in 
front with yellowish-grey tomentum ; femora chestnut-brown, 
fore pair more or less black at base and on outer side; hind pair 
practically wholly black except below for a short distance at tip; 
these latter bear a distinct tooth below just beyond the base and 
an enlargement towards the tip without any actual tooth or 
spine; tibiae blackish-brown, more or less broadly paler at base 
and narrowly at tip; hind pair thickened, curved, and w ith a 
recess about the middle to receive the enlarged under side of 
hind Femora ; tarsi dark brown, merging into black at tips. All 
the legs bear uniformly minute pubescence throughout. Wings 
yellowish-grey, with a slight dark brownish suffusion about 
stigmatic region ; halteres brownish-orange. 

Length , 20 mm. 
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Described from 3 J <J from above Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 
3500-3900 ft., 15. vii-30. viii. 1917 (Kemp) ; aud from a single 
<j> from Peshoke Spur, Darjiling ( B . S. Lister). All are in the 
Indiau Museum. Walker’s type (in the British Museum) agrees 
closely with the above description; it is a from Sarawak. 

170. Merodon pallidas, Macq. 

Merodon pallidus , M&cqu&rt, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 70, pi. xiii, fig. 1 
(1842). 

c? 2 • Head : eyes black, shortly pubescent, contiguous in 
for oue-fourth of the distance from vertex to upper angle of 
frons ; vertical triangle elongate, blackish, with pale pubescence. 
Frons and face covered with rather long, silky, white pubescence, 
the underlying ground-dolour of the face dull grey. Antennae 
brownish-orange, proboscis black. Occiput white-dusted and 
with short pubescence; head not descending below eyes in profile. 
In 2 » frons broad, slightly widening, at level of antennae nearly 
one-third of width of head; face with nearly parallel sides; 
irons with brownish-yellow, face with whitish, pubescence. 
Thorax yellowish-grey; dorsum with three rather wide black 
stripes of usual pattern, median one narrowly subdivided more or 
less distinctly and widening gradually hiudwards; side margins 
of dorsum near wing-bases shining black for a short distance; 
the median stripe reaching anterior margin, the outer ones 
shortened in front and narrowing hindwards, but all three 
reaching hind margin. Pleura thickly covered with yellowish 
pubescence. Scutellum black, densely covered with pale brownish- 
yellow pubescence, which is conspicuous along entire hind margin. 
Abdomen elongate-conical, dusty yellow ; 1st segment short, 
narrow, not easily visible, shining black. Indistinct orange 
markings in <$, in the shape of a large inverted triangle on 
anterior margins of 2nd and 3rd segments and a similar triangle 
with its base on hind margins of same segments; 4th segment 
almost a replica of 3rd; all these markings indistinct. A 
small black, median, transverse mark a little behind anterior 
margin of 2nd segment, joined by a short line to a similar mark 
beyond middle of segment. In 9 » 2nd segment rather like that 
of 6 but with hiud margin more broadly brownish ; 3rd segment 
brown on anterior third, dusty yellow* on middle third and 
blackish on hind third ; 4th segment dusky yellowish-grey, 
narrowly black on anterior corners and with a rather large oval 
black spot ou each hind corner, placed clear of hind margin and 
sides; 5th segment entirely black, a little grey-dusted towards sides. 
Venter yellowish. Pubescence of abdomen very short, pale 
yellow. Leys : hind coxae shortly anU conically produced hind- 
wards, hind femora well but not strikingly incrassated, with a 
medium-sized tooth helow near tip. Cox® aud femora black, tips 
of latter narrowly black, rest orange-yellow; tibia more or less 
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blackish towards tips, the colour forming a fairly definite sub- 
apical ring on hind. pair. Pubescence of legs yellowish or white. 
Wings pale grey, anteriorly pale brown for a short distance; 
halteres pale orange. 

Length, 14-15 mm. 

Described from a 6 and $ from Quetta, viii. 1902 and vi. 1903 
(Col. Nurse), and from a 6 in the British Museum. A dusty- 
looking species which cannot possibly be confounded with any 
other described herein. Originally described from Baghdad. 
Type in Paris Museum. 


171. Merodon albifasciatns, Macq. 

Mei’odon albifasciatns, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 71, pi. xiii, 
fig. 2, full insect, 2 a, head in profile (1842). 

$ “ Face with whitish tomentum and pubescence ; no black 

band; frons vrith yellowish-white tomentum and pubescence, and 
a green band in the middle. Antennae with 1st joint black, 2nd 
testaceous (3rd missing). Eyes with a little grey pubescence. 
Thorax with yellow pubescence and tomentum forming five 
stripes* Abdomen punctate, nearly bare, somewhat shining 
black. 1st segment black; 2nd testaceous, with whitish 
tomentum, hind border with a black band widened in middle ; 
3rd black with a nearly straight band of white tomentum ; 4th 
with a similar band which is a little bent in the middle f; 
5th all black; incisions of segments white. Venter bare; first 
three segments tawny, last two black. Legs : femora black, w-ith 
white pubescence ; front and middle pairs with tawny knees; hind 
pair a little curved; tibiae tawny, fore pair yellow at base, hind 
pair with a black median ring; tarsi tawny. Wings a little 
yellowish, a short appendix on inner side of outer margin of 1st 
posterior cell. [3rd vein very looped.] 

“ Indes Orientales.” Length, 12 mm. 

Type in Paris Museum. The species requires absolute con¬ 
firmation as Indian. 


Genus MALLOTA, Meig. 

Mallota, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iii, p. 377 (1822). 

Ithatisma, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. €7 (1842). 

Zetterstedtia, Kondani, Nuov. AnnaL Soc. Nat. Bologna, (2) ii, 
p. 452 (1844). 


* Judging from Macquart’s figure, the dorsum of the thorax is better 
described as yellowish with four longitudinal black stripes. 

t In the figure, the pale bands on the 3rd and 4th segments are shown 
distinctly ungulate, especially that on the 4th, which in the middle nearly 
reaches the anterior margin of the segment, with its two ends nearly on the 
hind margin. 
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Genotype, Syrjihus fuciformxs , Fabr., by designation of 
Rondani, loc. cit. 

Allied to Merodon , but differing in the absence of any process 
below the hind femora, though a clump of bristles is present. 
Antenna with 3rd joint deeper than long, placed on a prominence; 
face cut away considerably below this ; central knob and upper 
mouth-edge moderately produced. Eyes bare or hairy, generally 
contiguous in <$ in bare-eyed species, rather widely separated in 
forms with pubescent eyes. Abdomen short and rounded, or rather 
long with nearly parallel sides. Legs strong, bind femora much 
thickeued and curved; hind tibia© considerably thickened and 
flattened. Wings as in Helophilus. 

Range . Europe, Siberia, Orient, North and South America. 

Life-history. M. einstaloides , Loew, a European species, lives 
during the larval stage in hollows in white poplars and other 
trees. 

Some variation is prevalent in this genus in the degree of 
separation of the eyes in the <$“, of the pubescence or bareness 
of the eyes, and of the incrassation of the hind femora; all of 
which seems to suggest the advisability of keeping all the species 
under one genus. The PalaBarctic Catalogue (Kertesz) is here 
followed in treating Imatisma as a synonym of Mallota. Macquart 
distinguished the former, which is unknown to me, principally by 
a difference in the S genitalia. 


Table of Species. 

Thorax pale yellow; sides of abdomen with 
whitish pubescence; anterior cross-vein 

very much beyond middle of discal cell . orientalis , Macq., p. 219. 
Thorax dull black ; sides of 2ud abdominal 
segment with bright orange-yellow hairs; 
anterior cross-vein exactly at middle of 

discal cell rufipes , Brun., p. 220. 


172. Mallota orientalis, Macq. 

Imatisma orientalis, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 69, S (1842). 

3 Head twice as broad as long. Frons in S very narrow 
but not linear. Face greatly excavated below antennae, receding 
in profile nearly as far back as the eye, descending distinctly below 
eye in profile, black, with yellow tomentum at sides. Antennae 
black, 3rd joint rounded, arista tawny, sub-basal. Eyes bare. 
Thorax subquadrate, pubescent, pale yellow; scutellum com¬ 
paratively small (according to the figure), black, with yellow 
pubescence. Abdomen shining black; 1st segment, anterior part 
of 2nd and auterior margin of 3rd with whitish pubescence; 2nd 
segment as wide as 3rd; hind borders of segments with black 
hairs. Sides of abdomen with whitish pubescence. Legs black; 
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fore and middle femora with yellowish pubescence below, hind 
pair very incrassate, with a tuft of black hairs below towards tip. 
Wings yellowish, a brownish spot at base of submarginal cell; 
trace of an appendix at lowest point of loop in 3rd vein, anterior 
cross-vein much beyond middle of discal cell. 

This description is somewhat a manufactured one, as Macquart 
merely distinguishes the species by its differences from the one 
preceding it in his book, namely posticata : both of his descrip¬ 
tions are herein drawn upon, whilst a few other (apparently 
generic) characters appertaining to the head are also added from 
his figures. 

“ East India ” (“ Indes Orientales ”). Type in Paris Museum. 

The species requires definite confirmation as Indian. 


173. Mallota rufipes, Brun. 

Mallota rujipesy Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 271 (1913). 

6 Bead : irons at vertex one-fifth of full width of head, 
considerably wider at level of antennae, black, a little shining, 
with some black hairs, which* apparently do not continue as far 
as the antennae ; ocelli at vertex on the barely perceptibly raised 
surface. Pace moderately produced, wholly black, bare but for a 
little whitish-yellow pubescence. Antennae bright yellowish- 
brown, on a distinct shining black prominence, the tip of which 
is bright yellowish-brown ; 3rd joint grey-dusted, arista bright 
vellowish-brown, bare. Thorax wholly dull black, with thick, 
long black pubescence ; scutellum dull reddish-brown with thick 
black pubescence. Abdomen rather curved, dull black, with 
thick black pubescence ; apical part of 4th segment and whole 
of 5th with a little grey tomentum. A bunch of very bright 
orange-yellow hairs towards sides of 2nd segment. Venter dull 
black, pubescent. Legs ; cox© and about basal half of femora 
black, with black pubescence ; rest of legs bright reddish-orange, 
with thick dense concolorous pubescence. Hind femora almost 
straight, considerably deepened, with numerous small spines 
below towards tip; hind tibiae distinctly but not greatly curved, 
considerably flattened and moderately deepened. Pulvilli orange, 
claws orange on basal half, remainder black. Wings pale yellow¬ 
ish-grey ; apical half a little infuscated, embracing loop of 3rd 
longitudinal vein; marginal cell obviously but not widely open ; 
anterior cross-vein exactly at middle of discal cell, slightly 
sloping; anal vein continued straight almost to wing-border. 
Halteres dull brownish-yellow. 

Length, 12 mm. 

Described from a single d from Singla, Darjiling District. 

The type (in the Indian Museum) has been preserved in spirit, 
and therefore the colours may be brighter in life than herein 
described. 



AZPEYTIA. 


221 


Genus AZPEYTIA, Walk. 

Azpeytia, Walker, Proc. Liun. Soc. Lond. viii, p. 113 (1865). 

GRNorrr*, A. scutellaris , Walk., hitherto the only species. 

Body broad, thick. Head about as broad as thorax. Frons 
prominent, eyes in d contiguous for a short space, pubescent. 
Face only slightly prominent ( scutellaris ), or forming a -con¬ 
spicuous convexity ( bifasciq,) to mouth-border, which is only a 
little below eyes in profile ; proboscis short. Antennae short, 3rd 
joint elongate-conical, twice as long as 2nd (in scutellaris ), or 
oval ( bifascia) ; arista bare, sub-basal, very long. Thorax normal; 
suture very distinct, hind corners with a distinct ridge. Seutellum 
as broad as thorax, with a ridged margin. Abdomen longer than 
thorax. Legs robust. Wings rather long (scutellaris)or of normal 
lengtli (bifascia); marginal cell wide open; 3rd vein curved 
downward into 1st posterior cell, but not so deeply as in Eristalis ; 
apical section of 4th vein bisinuate; anterior cross-vein extremely 
oblique, much beyond middle of discal cell, slightly curved. 

Range. The type-species comes from Papua, the present one 
from Assam. 

Walker’s generic description is slightly emended after a com¬ 
parison of the two species, the genus being quite valid. 

174. Azpeytia bifascia, Brun. 

.■izfteytia bifascia, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mue. ii, p. 84 (1908); i, pi. xiii, 
tigs. 1-5 (1907). 

d Head black, antennal prominence small; front, vertex and 
lower part of face with strong black hairs; eyes absolutely 
contiguous for a short space, slightly diverging towards vertex; 
antennae dark brown, arista black, but base very distinctly thicker, 



Fig. 42 .—Azpeytia bifascia. Brun.. head in profile. 

and distinctly ferruginous ; outer ocular orbit with a fringe of 
short yellow hairs. Thorax black, moderately shining, with a 
rather thick covering of short bright yellow hair, which is, 
however, invisible if viewed directly from above. This yellow 
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pubescence extends over the sides also. Scutellum nearly the 
full width of thorax, tawny,.darker at base, covered with thick 
yellow hair. Abdomen black, moderately shining, with very 
short, rather thick black hair. On the sides of the 2nd segment, 
a very large pale aeneous triangular spot, covered with yellowish- 
grey hair; extreme edge of abdomen, except just before tip, with 
a fringe of short bright yellow hair. Legs wholly brown, with 
yellow hair on outer side of all tibiae, on the coxae and on hind 
femora; latter with a fringe of brown hair on more than apical 
half below. Wings yellow, veins tawny-brown, stigma tawny- 
brown, placed near tip of wing; halteres and tegulae yellowish- 
brown. 

Lengthy 14 mm. 

Described from the type 3 in the Indian Museum collection, 
from Margherita, Assam. A second 3 from Singla, Darjiling 
District, 1500 ft., iv. 1913 (Lord Carmichael's collector ). 

The indexed portions of the 3rd and 4th longitudinal veins are 
considerably curved, exactly as in Merodon . A . bifascia is closely 
allied to scutellaris but is quite distinct, the differences lyiug 
in the rather less prominent face, the aeneous spots on the 2nd 
abdominal segment (which since my description of the species 
have become very faded), the distinctly broader apical part of the 
abdomen (which in scutellaris is bluntly conical), the yellow 
pubescence at the sides of the abdomen (which is whitish in 
scutellaris ) and the uniformly brown legs, which in scutellaris 
are black with the basal half of the posterior tibiae yellow. 


Genus AXONA, Walk. 

Axona , Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc Lond. vii, p. 211 (1864). 

Genotype, Eristalis chalcopygus , Wied., described by Walker 
as A. volucelloides, sp. nov. 

Body subfusiform. Head prominent, shortly conical, very little 



Fig. 43 .—Axona cyanca, 13run., 3- 


narrower than thorax. Eyes in 3 very closely contiguous for a 
lung distance, vertical triangle small, frontal space convex. 
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prominent. Frons in $ rather broad, widening gradually from 
vertex. Face moderately cut away below antennae; central bump 
moderately large, mouth-border also prominent: proboscis rather 
long in the type-species, shorter in A. cyanea ; labella large. 
Antennae very short, 3rd joint round, arista bare. Thorax sub¬ 
quadrate, normal. Abdomen a little longer than thorax, obconical 
in chalcopygus , nearly conical in cyanea. Legs rather slender, hind 
femora without processes or spines below. Wings moderately 
broad ( cyanea) or narrow ( chalcopygus ); tip rather pointed ; 3rd 
vein deeply looped downward; anterior cross-vein just beyond 
middle of discal cell, oblique, curved. 

Range. The only two known species are Oriental. 

175. Axona cyanea, Brun. (PI. V, fig. 10.) 

Axona cyanea , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 272 (1913). 

6 $ Head set closely on thorax. Eyes in 6 touching for a 
considerable space, chocolate-brown, upper facets distinctly larger 
than lower ones. Vertical triangle small, black, with a little 
bluck pubescence ; ocelli red. Frons rather prominent, brilliantly 
shining violet, with soft black hairs. Face brilliantly shining 
violet, distinctly prominent, cut away below antennae and pro¬ 
duced over mouth-opening, provided on each side of the latter 
with a small blunt point. Mouth-parts concealed, blackish. 
Antennae blackish-brown, 1st and 2nd joints short, normal, with 
a few short bristles, 3rd rounded, dull, with basal brownish- 
yellow bare arista (the latter under high microscopic power being 
seen to bear a few pale nairs towards the base). Occiput black, 
hind border of eyes narrowly margined with grey tomentum. In 
$ , head nearly similar to that of , the frons being one-fourth the 
width of the head, barely wider at level of antennas; face 
moderately projecting, with two equal-sized bumps, not extending 
beyond the antennal protuberance; both frons and face are 
shining violet-blue. Thorax , scutellum and abdomen shining 
violet-blue, all covered with short stiff black hairs. Venter dark 
with black pubescence. Legs black with violet-blue tinge; hind 
femora rather flattened and considerably deepened until just 
before the tip; no bristles or spines are obvious. Hind tibiae 
barely curved and with a slight peculiar thickening in the middle. 
All the legs with short soft black pubescence, tarsi with a little 
golden-brown pubescence on under side; claws and pulvilli well 
developed. Whigs clear, rather pointed, marginal cell almost 
closed on the border; anterior cross-vein immediately beyond the 
exact middle of the discal cell, slightly sloping; 6th longitudinal 
(anal) vein continued almost to the u'iug-margin, nearly straight. 
Alulae large, thoracic squamae rather large, dirty white with rather 
thick dark fringe ; halteres very small, bright yellow. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from a single perfect 6 , Singla, Darjiling, April 
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1913, and a $ from the Darjiling District, June 1913; both 
specimens in the Indian Museum. A further $ from above 
Tura, 3900 ft., viii. 1917 {Kemp). 

This species has very much the appearance of a large Calliphora. 
The head, thorax and abdomen are closely applied to one another, 
answering to Walker’s expression “body subfusiform"; in his 
“ wings acute ” is another point of resemblance, and in the 
purplish-blue colour of the only species previously known, 
chalcopyga , Wied., lies a final point of similarity with A. cyanea. 


Genus KORINCHIA, Edw. 

Korinchia , F. W Edwards, Journ. Fed. Malay States Mus. viii, 
p. 39 (1919). 

Genotype, K. Jclossi , Edw., op. tit,, p. 40*. 

Allied to Et'istalis. Eyes bare, touching for a short space in 3 , 
rather narrowly separated in $ . Antenna set on a prominent 
tubercle, arista bare. Face considerably hollowed out below 
antennae. fScutellum large, with very distinct, flattened margin. 
Wings entirely covered with a microscopic pubescence; marginal 
cell closed as in Eristalis. The genus differs from Eristalis as 
follows :—Head noticeably flatter ; abdomen more elongate ; bind 
femora but little thickened, without any trace of a tubercle on 
the under side near the tip ; the wings have the anal vein dis¬ 
tinctly recurrent at the tip, as in Milesia, and the loop of the 3rd 
vein projects diagonally downwards and outwards, while the last 
section of the 4th vein is rather noticeably curved outwards. 

Range. Sumatra, Java, Siam, Southern India. 

Life-history unknown. 

176. Korinchia rufa, Herve-Batin. 

Korinchia rufa, Herv6-Bazin, Bull. Soc. Ent. France, p. 122 (1922). 

3 Head : eyes uniformly black, touching for a short distance 
only; vertical triangle elongate, straight, brown, with reddish 
dust and some black hairs. Face pale brown with reddish dust ; 
a semicircular spot above the antennae, the facial bump, tip of 
mouth-opening and a median facial stripe from the lower side of 
the eves to the mouth-opening, are- shining brown. Antennal 
elevation large and prominent, with front margin pale ; facial 
bump small but obvious, rounded, distinct from upper margin of 
mouth ; proboscis thick, dark brown. Antennae brown ; 1st and 
2nd joints shining, with some black hairs, 3rd almost rounded, 
dull, with a light reddish dust; arista long, reddish. Front part 


* By an oversight the type-specieB wae not notified. Mr. Edwards informs 
me that it is A. klossi. 




KOBINCUIA. 


225 


of head rather bare, hinder part brownish with short pubescence 
above, and longer and more reddish pubescence below. Occiput 
with reddish dust. Thorax slightly shining brown, with shining 
reddish pubescence, which is short on the disc and longer towards 
the sides; a tuft of long, shaggy, almost golden-red hairs on the 
supra-alnr and post-alar calli. There are three indefinite, nearly 
golden-red, dust-bands; 1st on anterior margin; 2nd before 
suture, quite obvious towards sides, nearly absent in middle ; 3rd 
rather indistinct, situated on hind margin. Ventral surface 
brown with reddish-grey dust and pubescence. Scutellum wholly 
red, hardly darkened at extreme base, weakly but obviously 
margined ; scutellar pubescence entirely shining red. Abdomen 
long, broad, depressed General colour brown, slightly shining, 



Fig. 44 .—Korinchia rtifa, Herv^-Bazin, $. 

with reddish dust. 1st segment pale brown, blackish at base 
with fine, short, reddish pubescence. 2nd segment slightly 
darker,'•especially in the median line, with an obscure brown band 
at the base, interrupted in the middle, and not reaching the sides ; 
an oval black spot on each hind corner; pubescence reddish, 
short and depressed on disc, longer towards sides, erect, long and 
shaggy on anterior corners. 3rd and 4th segments dark brown, 
nearly black in the middle, with depressed reddish pubescence, 
longer at sides ; an oval blackish spot of black pubescence on 
each hind corner. Ilypopygium large, blackish-brown, with 
brown pubescence. Venter dark shining brown, margins of 
segments pale. Lnjs robust, reddish, with short reddish pubes¬ 
cence; coxae frosted with grey. Anterior tarsi with the under 

Q 
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side of the 1st joint, the whole of the three following joints 
and the base of the last joint, darkened. Posterior* femora 
with basal half brown, apical half reddish, with some depressed 
short hair on the under side. Wings uniformly pubescent, reddish, 
indistinctly darkened basally and along a transverse median line, 
but obviously darkened on the apical third. Veins reddish, brown 
towards tips. The venation is typical of the genus. Squamae 
very small, wholly red, as are also the halteres. 

$. Prons linear, with yellowish-red dust and reddish pubes¬ 
cence, the latter short, fine and sparse. .Facial bump Jess distinct 
and less well separated from the upper mouth-border. 3rd and 



Fig; 45 .—Korinchia rufa : head of $, front view, X 4; head of cf, 

side view, X 8. 

4th abdominal segments paler, not darkened in the middle; 5th 
segment shining, reddish in the middle, with black, depressed, 
shaggy pubescence, especially on the hind margin. 

Length , 16-17 mm. 

This description is based on that of Monsieur Herve-Bazin, 
which was made from a single 6 aud a single $ from Kodaikaual, 
South India, v. 1913. The figures also are reproduced from 
Herve-Bazin’s drawings. Types in his collection. 

This species possesses all the characters of Korinchia, and is 
allied to Edwards’ three described species. It differs from klossi 
in having the facial bump small and rounded ; from klossi and 
rohinsoni in having the scutellum red, and from monticola in 
having the pubescence of the thorax and scutellum wholly reddish, 
and in other respects. 

Subfamily MILESIIN^E. 

Antennae moderately long, generally pendent, never porrect; 
arista dorsal, bare (except in two or three genera, Sericomyia 
etc.). Prons prominent, bare or slightly pubescent: eyes gene¬ 
rally bare, contiguous or approximate in c?, wide apart in 
face usually bare. Hind femora generally dentate, spinose or 

* I do not know Avhether the original description refers to the third pair of 
legs only. 
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serrate. Anterior cross-vein at or beyond middle of discal cell, 
usually very oblique; 3rd vein generally straight or slightly 
sinuous, rarely with a loop recalling that of Eristalis (some 
species of MiUsia). 

The Milgsun^ are essentially a tropical group, the typical 
genus mainly inhabiting South Asia. But I have never been 
quite convinced as to the distinctness of the subfamily from the 
Ebistalulb : it rests principally on the course of the 3rd vein, 
this being only slightly sinuous instead of deeply looped into the 
1st posterior cell. The position, too, of some of the genera 
has been more than once questioned. Sericomyia and Arctophila 
are admittedly somewhat aberrant, and Yerrall hints at a separate 
subfamily for them. These two genera are akin by the conically 
produced frons to both the Strphin.® (through Rhingia) and 
the VourcELLiNiE, their conspicuously plumose arista agreeing 
with that of the latter subfamily and their venation (like that of 
Syrphus) resembling the venation of the former; the anterior 
cross-vein is at most dt and not beyond the middle of the discal 
cell, whilst the abdominal markings are also frequently of the 
Syrphine type. 

Earner us, too, is somewhat abnormal, the venation and general 
appearance being very like those of the Paragus-g roup in 
SrnPHiNJi; both Paragus and Eumerus are, according to Yerrall, 
probably connected in some way with the smaller aculeate 
Hymenoptern *. 


Table of Genera. 

1. Arista conspicuously plumose 
Arista bare.. 

2. Densely pubescent species; abdomen 

without yellow bands. ... 

Thinly pubescent species; abdomen with 
conspicuous yellow bands. 

3. Marginal cell closed 

Marginal cell open. . 

4. Anterior cross-vein before middle of 

discal cell; (hind femora without pro¬ 
cess below) .. .. .... 

Anterior cross-vein at or after middle of 
discal cell; (hind femora with or with¬ 
out process below) . ... 

5. Epistome conspicuously produced, snout¬ 

like ; very densely pubescent species; 
(hind femora without any process 
below) . . .... 

Epistome not conspicuously produced, 
never snout-like ; face with or without 
central knob, net more than normally 
produced at upper mouth-edge ; com¬ 
paratively bare species (except Brachy- 
palpus ); (hind femora with or without 
a process below) .. . .. 


2 . 

3. 

[p. 289. 

Arctophila, Benin., 

[p. 291. 

Sericomyia, Meig., 
Milesia, Latr., p. 263. 

4. 


[p. 228. 

Myiolepta, Newm., 


5 . 


6 . 


7. 


* Brit. Flies, Syrphidse, pp. 150, 615; but see also pp. 31, 248 of this 
present Tolume. 

Q2 
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6. Proboscis very slender, enormously pro¬ 

duced, twice as long as Jhe very pro¬ 
duced epistome; latter 2 to 3 times as 
long as width of eyes in profile; vena¬ 
tion distinctly abnormal 
Proboscis normal, never conspicuously 
slender nor extremely elongate; eui- 
stome very considerably produced (like 
that of Rhingia) ; venation normal. 

7. Densely pubescent species 
Inconspicuously pubescent species .. 

8. Thorax with conspicuous yellow markings 

apart from those on humeri. 

Thorax without yellow markings; or at 
most on humeri only. 

9. Face not cut away below antennae; outer 

side of 1st posterior cell distinctly 

angled . 

Face more or less distinctly cut away 
below antennae; outer side of 1st pos¬ 
terior cell not angled as in Humerus 

10. Face subcarinate ; hind femora con¬ 
spicuously incrassate... 

Face not carinate ; hind femora much less 
conspicuously incrassate 


|p. 276. 

Lycastbis, Walk., 


[p. 280. 

Cbiorrhina, Meig., 
Brachypalpus, Macq., 

8. [p. 275. 
[et Serv., p. 261. 

Temnostoma, St. Farg. 

9. 


Eumerus, Meig., p. 248. 


10 . 

[Serv., p. 244. 
Syritta, St. Farg. et 

Xylota, Meig., p. 231. 


Genus MYIOLEPTA, Netvm. 

Myolepta , Newman, Ent. Mag. v, p. 373 (1838). 

Xylotceja , Rondani, Nuov. Annul. Sci. Nat. Bologna, (2) ii, p. 457 
(1844). 

Leptomyia , Walker, Ins. Brit., Dipt, i, p. 254 (1851). 

Xiloteja, Rondani, Archiv. Zool. iii {sep.), p. 9 (1863). 

Genotype, Musca luteola , Gmel., by original designation. 

Head short and broad, rather broader than thorax ; eyes bare, 
contiguous in d for a considerable space, not very widely sepa¬ 
rated in $ ; face hollowed below antennae, facial knob conspicuous 
in <J, the face retreating again below it before being produced 
over the mouth ; in $ , the central knob absent, but the lower 
production of the face is somewhat cut away on its distal 
extremity*. Antennae with 3rd joint longer thku broad, the 
nearly basal arista bare. Thorax rather strong and arched, 
narrower in front; scutellum marginate behind; both pubes¬ 
cent, without bristly hairs. Abdomen as broad as thorax, ovate. 
Legs rather strong, femora thickened towards tip, serrate below, 
especially hind pair, without any obvious tooth; all tibice slightly 
curved. THm/s fairly normal in venation; marginal cell widely 
open, 3rd vein nearly straight, anterior cross-vein a little before 


* See Yerrall, Brit. Flies, Syrphida;, p. 573, fig. 400, J 401, $, heads in 
profile. 
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middle of discal cell, 1st posterior cell closed a little before wing- 
border, the last section of the 4th vein nearly straight for its 
apical three-fourths. 

Life-hietory. A European species has beeu bred from decaying 
poplar and maple trees. Lundbeck (Dipt. Danica, v, pp. 486-7, 
1916) considers that the larvae probably feed on thp decaying 
substance in which they live, and that the insect hibernates in 
the larval stage. 

Range. Europe, India, North America, Chili. 

A very restricted genus. 

177. Myiolepta himalayana, Brun. 

MyioUpta himalayana , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 233, pi. xiii, 
tig. 12, head in profile, fig. 13, wing (1916). 

6 2 • Head'. «J, eyes bare; contiguous for only a short space, 
leaving a rather small vertical triangle, which is shining black, 
with some yellowish-grey hairs. Sides of frons narrowly grey- 
dusted, whole of upper part of face also, that is to say, the part 
immediately below the rather conspicuously produced antennal 
prominence, which latter is shining black, its extreme frontal 
edge narrowly orange. Facial bump very large and conspicuous, 



Fig. 46 .—Myiolepta himalayana, Brun., head in profile. 


central knob distinct, not cut away below (in profile), but mouth¬ 
opening less projecting; whole protuberance shining black. 
Lower sides of face with a little grey dust, and a few stiff long 
hairs near lower corners of eyes. Antennal third joint rounded, 
the whole organ pale vinaceous, with a hoary bloom, arista bare, 
orange at base. Back of head shining black, ash-grey behind 
lower part of eyes, where it is considerably developed, and bearing 
there a fringe of yellowish hairs. An arc of short bristly 
brownish-black hairs behind the vertex. In $ , frons, at level of 
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antennal prominence, One-third width of bead' irons and face 
mainly shining black, but narrowly grey-dusted at sides, and with 
a little stripe of very short greyish pubescence along sides from 
cheeks to mouth-opening. A little grey hair in front of lower 
corner of eyes as in 6 . Eye-margins present in both sexes as in 
Chiiosia. Thorax and scutellum aeneous-black, with short 
yellowish-grey pubescence; anterior margin of dorsum, including 
humeri, a little ash-greyish. A fringe of long yellowish-grey 
wavy hairs placed transversely in-front of the wings. Abdomen 
blackish; 2nd segment nearly wholly orange-reddish, the colour 
encroaching on base of 3rd segment, whilst in the $ the posterior 
border is also reddish. Extreme tip of abdomen orange-red. 
Whole abdomen with short greyish pubescence, which is a little 
longer at the sides. Venter blackish, with grey pubescence, dull 
orange-reddish for a considerable space about the 2nd segment. 
Leg a simple but somewhat strong, the femori having small spines 
below, towards the tips; black, with fairly dense greyish pubescence. 
Trochanters, base and tips of tibiae, orange-yellow ; under side of 
hind tarsi (of which the metatarsus is distinctly though not 
greatly enlarged) brownish-yellow, upper side of 2nd and 3rd 
joints brown in . In J, first three joints of middle tarsi 
orange-yellow, as is the Whole middle tarsus in the $. Exact 
limits of pale colour in tarsi probably variable. Wing* pale 
yellowish-grey, stigma yellowish, subcostal cell, up to the stigma, 
brownish; a barely obvious suffusion immediately before and 
below the stigma. Halteres pale orange. 

Length, 7-8 mm. 

Described from a <$ and a $ in the Indian Museum from 
Matiana, Simla District (Dr. Annandale). 

It has been rather difficult to place the present species generi- 
cally in a satisfactory manner. It has every appearance of a 
Chiiosia , even to the eye-margins, which are quite as distinct as 
in many species of that genus. But Chiiosia should have no 
trace of pale markings, so that the almost wholly orange-red 2nd/ 
abdominal segment would exclude the present species from that 
genus. If it be regarded as belonging to the Stbphihjs, it works 
down by Verrall’s table of genera to Chrysochlamys , a genus which 
it is totally unlike in facies, in colour, in the shape of the closed 
1st posterior cell and in the absence of the thoracic and scutellar 
bristly hairs. If the exact position of the anterior cross-vein is 
not regarded as an absolute character (and Verrall doubted its 
inviolability), the species under review becomes a Myioleptb , a 
genus which Verrall places in the MiLESirNJB, considering its 
affinities with Tropidia to be greater than those with the Stephen.*, 
He speaks of the genus as of “ rather doubtful location.” He 
sayB the femora are all swollen, and serrate near the tips below, 
but as Schiner gives the femora as simply “rather thickened" 
and there seems to be no further discrepancy, the present species 
is placed here. 
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Glenns XYLOTA, Meig .* 

Xylota, Meigen, Syat. Beschr. lii, p. 211 (1822). 

Heliophilu* , Meigen, Ulig. Mag. ii, p. 273 (1803). 

Eumeroe, Meigen, loc. cit. 

Humerus , Meigen, Klass. i, p. xx (1804). 

Micraptoma, Westwood, Introd. Class. Ins. ii, Synops., p. 136 
(1840). 

Genotype, Musca segnis, L., by designation of Curtis, Brit. Ent., 
1832. 


Head generally slightly broader than thorax; eyes bare, con¬ 
tiguous in 6 , widely separated in $; face hollowed below the 
moderate antennal prominence, upper mouth-edge distinctly 
produced, central knob absent; antennae with 3rd joint rather 
large, round or oval, arista bare, sub-basal. Thorax oblong, fairly 
arched, aeneous; scutellum ooncolorous; both finely pubescent. 
Abdomen narrower and much longer than thorax, rather flat, 
with nearly parallel sides. Legs strong; hind femora more or 
less thickened or lengthened, generally serrulate below; hind 
trochanters of 3 often with a process or spine below; hind tibiae 
more or less curved, sometimes ending in a distinct spur. Wings 
with the venation of the MiLEsmrx ; marginal cell open; 3rd vein 
nearly straight; anterior cross-vein at or beyond middle of discal 
Mil, very oblique. 

Life-history. The earlier stages of some European species &Te 
fairly well knowo, the larvae living in rotting wood. See Lundbeck, 
Diptera Panics, v, p. 509 (1916). 

Range. Europe, JNorth-East Asia, Orient, North and South 
America, Australia. 


Table of Sptcies . 

1. Wings with about apical half blackish . 
Wings uniformly greyish or yellowish-grey . 

2. Femora mainly or wholly orange; anterior 

pairs always wholly so .... 

Femora mainly or wholly black . ... 

3. Hind femora black except broadly at tip .. 
Hind femora orange, with a broad black 

median ring, and the tip black 
Hind femora almost entirely orange 

4. Abdomen with definite, yellow spots 
Abdomen without definite spots 

5. Hind femora almost wholly orange, a 

blackish median streak above; antennal 
prominence shorter; thorax with anterior 
part bearing golden-yellow pubescence 
which is absent in the median line, giving 
the impression of a single longitudinal dark 
stripe; more robust species; abdomen 
violet-tinged . 


dimidiate, sp. n., p. 232. 

2 . 


3. 

6. [p. 233. 

cupreiventris, sp. n., 

annulate , Brun., p. 234. 

4. 

omata , Brun., p. 236. 


[p. 237 

assamensis, Brun., 


* For » table of the Oriental species, see Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 79 
(1908). 
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Hind femora orange; extreme tips black,and 
a median black broad ring, sometimes in¬ 
complete on inner and under side: antennal 
prominence longer; thorax with two very 
distinct stripes of golden pubescence; less 
robust species; abdomen blackish-seueous 
with dull steel tinge .. . 

6. Thorax without trace of dorsal stripes of 

whitish or yellowish pubescence; fhind 
tibiae bright yellow on more than basal 
half) ... ... 

Thorax with two obvious dorsal stripes of 
pale pubescence, always visible from 
behind •. • • • • • • 

7. Body mainly cupreous, thorax distinctly so ; 

2nd and -3rd abdominal segments shiningf 
brownish-orange, 4th aeneous; (hind tibiae 

very curved) . ... .. 

Body black, with or without a deep blue or 
violet tinge . 

8. Head not descending below eyes in profile 
Head very distinctly descending below eyes 

in profile ... . 

9. Length 10 mm.; hind femora normal 
Length 16 mm.; hind femora laterally com¬ 
pressed on apical half 


bistriata, Brun., p. 238. 
nursei, sp. n., p. 240. 


7. 


[p. 239. 

auromtens, Brun., 

8. [p. 240. 
carbonaria, sp. n., 

9. 

ciipnna, Big., p. 241. 
penicillata , sp. n., p.242. 


One other species, cequalis, Walk. (p. 243), requires confirmation 
as Indian. It was described originally from the “ East Indies.” 
M. cethusa , Walk., is a Syrphine, and ns the abdomen was missing 
at the time of description the name may well be dropped. 


178. Xylota dimidiata, sp. nov. 

2 . Head : frons at vertex one-fifth the width of the head, 
widening gradually to nearly one-third at level of antennse; aeneous 
with a slight green and cupreous tinge and short sparse pale 
yellow pubescence. Antennal prominence black, extreme tip 
orange ; antennae black, base of 3rd joint narrowly, and the arista, 
orange. Face yellowish, blackish along eye-margins with a white 
shimmer; lower part of head and the proboscis black; occiput 
black, margin grey-tom entose, practically destitute of pubescence. 
Thorax dull black, closely punctate, with a slight violet tinge ; a 
whitish-tomentose, short, elongate spot on anterior margin, placed 
on inner side of each humerus. Suture distinct, though not com¬ 
plete, with short white pubescence at ends and yellow pubescence 
towards centre, where it spreads out a little but is sharply 
interrupted in the median line. Sides of thorax dull blackish ; a 
little white tomentum on sternopleur®. Scutellum dull black. 
Pubescence of thorax and scutellum black, microscopic. Abdomen 
shining cupreous with soft, very short, white pubescence, which is 
most obvious on 4th segment aud at sides of abdomen; traces of a 
violet transverse band behind middle of 3rd segment; venter 
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much as dorsum. Legs', cox© black with a little white pubes¬ 
cence; rest of legs brownish-orange with a little white pubescence, 
which is a little longer on the back of the middle femora. Hind 
femora with a large black transverse spot below in centre, 
extending partly up each side and reaching on under side nearly 
from base to tip ; a few short spines below on apical half. Apical 
third of hind tibi© black ; anterior tarsi, except metatarsi, and 
hind tarsi wholly, black ; latter with yellow pubescence below. 
Wings clear; apical half blackish anteriorly, the colour rather 
paler posteriorly and sharply demarcated across middle of wing 
in a line with bases of marginal and discal cells ; costal cell 
dear to tip; halteres brownish-orange. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Described from a unique £ from the Pusa collection, from 
Duugagali, 8000 ft., Hazara District, 21-24. v. 1915 {Fletcher). 

Type sent to British Museum. Somewhat like assamensis , but 
the d;irk apical half of the wing, the conspicuous black streak 
below the hind femora, and the yellow pubescence along the 
middle of the suture will easily distinguish dimidiata. 


179. Zylota cupreiventris, sp. nov. 

$ Head : frons at vertex one-sixth the width of head, slightly 
broadening to level of antenn©; at vertex shining black, 
©neous below, with some yellowish-grey dust and bright yellow 
pubescence. Antennal prominence black above and at sides, 
shining, bare; its lower side and the face wholly covered with 
yellowish-grey dust; cheeks and lower part of head bare, shining, 
dark brownish-black; proboscis similar. Antenn© rather dark 
brown : arista orange, apical part black. Occiput with yellowish- 
grey dust and rather long soft white pubescence on lower part, 
and short yellow pubescence behind vertex. Thorax cupreous- 
violet ; suture rather prominent, with an extremely narrow whitish 
margin for some distance from sides. Dorsum with deuse short 
orange-yellow pubescence, which in front or side view appears 
continuous, but when viewed from behind seems to show a median 
narrow space devoid of pubescence except for an absolutely middle 
line of extremely fine yellow pubescence. Sides of thorax blackish, 
a little whitish pubescence here and there, yellow on hinder side of 
mesopleura. Scutelluin concolorous, with dense short yellow 
pubescence and a few isolated much longer hairs towards hind 
margin. Abdomen brilliantly cupreous when viewed from above, 
but deep shining violet-black when viewed from behind, with very 
short dense golden-yellow pubescence, which is, however, not at 
all conspicuous but is slightly longer and more obvious towards 
tip of abdomen. 2nd segment with an indistinct black median 
stripe, and 3rd segment with a small indistinct spot in centre, 
both only visible if viewed from certain directions. Venter dark 
with a cupreous tinge and a little p&le pubescence. Legs : cox© 
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and hind femora black, except tips of the latter, which are broadly 
yellow; rest of legs yellow; middle femora a little darker 
indefinitely at base and tip; hind tibiae dark ihining brown, paler 
at base; hind tarsi a little browner above at base. Pnbescence of 
anterior legs very short, whitish ; longest on hinder side of middle 
femora. Hind iegs with short yellowish or whitish pubescence. 
Hind femora moderately and rather uniformly thickened and dis¬ 
tinctly compressed on inner and outer sides at tip, with a number 
of short spines in a double row below near tip. Wings very pale 
grey; stigma just perceptibly yellowish; halteres yellowish; 
squamm dirty white, margin brownish-yellow with long dark 
brown fringe. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Described from a single $ in the Indian Museum from Sureil, 
Daijiling District, 5000 ft., iv. or v. 1917 {Kemp). A very beau¬ 
tiful cupreous species with deep violet reflections and somewhat 
resembling assamensis. 

180. Xylota annulata, Brun. 

Xylota annulata , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 270, pi. xiv, 
tigs. 11, 15 (1913 . 

2 • Head : c? , eyes contiguous for half the distance from the 
black vertex to the face; frons a small triangle with very short 
grey pubescence below the space occupied by the reddish ocelli.. 
Pace black on upper part, yellow on lower part, wholly covered 
with yellow tomentum, except for the shining black upper 9ide of 
the antennal prominence. Antennae rather dark brown, shiping, 



Fig. 47.— Xylota % annulata, Brun., abdomen. 

bare, a few short bristles on basal segments. Mouth-parts blackish- 
brown. Occiput blackish, a little sparse yellowish-grey hair behind 
the eye-margins. In $ , frons less than one-fifth the width of 
head at vertex, widening distinctly down to antennoe, wholly 
black, with a little very short bright yellow pubescence which may 
(apparently) extend over the whole frons except perhaps towards 
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the vertex. Thorax aeneoHs, with a little bronze reflection when 
viewed from certain angles; two median well-separated stripes of 
minute bright golden-yellow hairs from anterior margin nearly to 
scutellum; a little similar hair pn shoulders, on hind corners of 
dorsum and at each end of the suture; shoulders a little yellowish. 
Sides of thorax black, mesopleura yellowish-tinged with a little 
bright yellow hair. Scutellum dull mneous-black, margin with a 
little very short yellow pnbescence. Abdomen: 1st segment 
mainly yellowish, rest of dorsum black; on each side of 2nd and 
3rd segments a rather vague, subtriangular or semicircular, yellow, 
almost translucent, spot, extending nearly the length of the 6ide 
margin, spreading inwards until only a rather narrow median 
black intervening space is left. 4th segment in 3 and $ shining 
eneous, brighter in $ (?individual variation); 5th segment in 3 
yellow; both 4th and 5th segments in both sexes with a little 



Fig. 48.— JCylota aunuiata, Brun., bind leg. 

short bright yellow pubescence, of which there is also a little at 
the basal angles of the abdomen. The whole yellow part of the 
dorsum with minute yellow pubescence, of which a little occurs 
on the venter. Legs bright yellow, hind trochanters without 
process ; hind femora exceedingly incrassated (as in Syritta), with 
a broad black median band, widest on upper side, aud a narrow 
black apical band; below near tip bluntly carinate and enlarged, 
with a number of short blnck spines of different lengths; hind 
tibim well curved, entirely black; hind tarsi and tips of anterior 
pairs black. Wings pale grey, anterior cross-vein just beyond 
middle of discal cell and distinctly sloping; stigma pale yellow, 
h&lteres yellow, squamm yellow with yellow fringe. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from a 3 from Singla, iv. 1913, and a $ from 
Darjiling, 1000-3000 ft., v. 1912. Another specimen from above 
Tura, 3500-3900 ft., 15. viii-30. viii. 1917 {Kemp). 

The hind femora are much more incrassated than is normal in 
Xylota , but the species fits into this genus better than elsewhere. 
It might be placed in Syritta , to which its general resemblance is 
striking, but for the position of the anterior cross*vein. 

Types in Indian Museum. 
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181. Xylota ornata, Brun . 

Merodon omatus , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 232, pi. xiii, 
fig. 11, abdomen (1916). 

<S. Hfad : vertex wholly occupied by a, moderately elevated 
aueous-black tubercle, bearing the three reddish ocelli. Frontal 
triangle small, black, with a little yellowish-grey tomentum. Eyes 
contiguous for barely one-third of their total height, as viewed 
from in front. Whole under side of head yellowish, with whitish 
reflections, except the projecting face, which is shining black; 
the oral margin very narrowly reddish-brown. Antennae pale 
brownish-yellow, the 1st joint the darkest, the 3rd with whitish 
dust and a pale yellowish, basal, bare arista. Proboscis blackish. 
Back of head aeneous-black, the upper ocular orbit with short 
yellow hair, the outer and lower ocular orbits with whitish hair. 
Thorax: dorsum dull aeneous-black, mainly covered with short 
yellowish hair, which however takes a golden-brown hue where it 
forms two moderate^ broad dorsal stripes; the yellow hair is a 
little more prominent below the broadly whitish shoulders, behind 



Fig. 49 .—Xylota ornata, Brun., abdomen. 

the wings and on the entire hind margin of the concolorous aeneous 
scutellum. Dorsum of thorax with three indistinct broad blackish 
stripes, well separated, commencing f just behind the whitish 
shoulders and continued to the posterior margin, the median dark 
stripe attaining the anterior margin of the dorsum. Between 
these three indistinct dark stripes the aeneous ground-colour is more 
pronounced, and these spaces bear deeper golden-brown hairs. 
Under side of thorax blackish, slightly aeneous, a patch, of white 
hair between the anterior pairs of legs, immediately below the end 
of the transverse suture ; aud a little white hair generally dis¬ 
tributed over the ventral surface. Abdomen black, moderately 
shining, with an aeneous tinge, which latter is most conspicuous 
on theunieolorous 1st segment; the 2nd segment has a pair of 
large yellowish spots, separated by a moderately wide space, and 
enlarged laterally to the full length of the segment. A similar 
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pair of spots on the 3rd segment, but narrower at the sides, the 
colour not there reaching the hind margin. Whole surface of 
abdomen covered with short bright yellow hairs; at sides, the 
hair more whitish especially towards base, where it is al^o longer. 
Venter mainly black, except on 2nd and 3rd segments, which are 
yellowish. Legs-, cox® black, with a little pale greyish hair, 
anterior pair grey-dusted; remainder of anterior .legs wholly 
bright pale yellow. Hind trochanters without process, hind 
femora incrassated, reddish-brown ; a few short black spines of 
unequal length on under side towards tip, the whole limb with 
short soft yellow hair. Hind tibi© well curved, yellowish, with a 
tolerably distinct subapical black band with ill-defined edges, and 
a trace of a narrower and still less definite sub-basal, band; the 
whole tibia with very short yellowish hair, but on inner side a 
thick row of very short and stiff black hairs; hind tarsi yellow. 
Claws, basal half bright yellow, apical half black. Wings pale 
yellowish-grey, stigma brownish-yellow; halteres bright yellow. 

Lengthy 10 mm. 

Described from one 6 in the Indian Museum from Bhowali 
(5700 ft.), Kumaon District, Western Himalayas, June 1900 
(.4. D. Imms). 

This species was described as a Merodon through a lapsus 
calami , which by a further oversight was not corrected in my 
second paper on Syrphid®. It is very near X. annulata , but 
differs in the entirely reddish-brown hind femora, the brownish- 
yellow hind tibi® with just a‘trace of blackish here and there, 
and the yellowish hind tarsi with the last two joints brown. 
Only the type specimen is known. 


182. Xylota assamensis, Brun. 

Xylota assamensis, Brunetti, Ree. Ind. Mus. ii. p. 79 (1908). 

$ Frons shining black, narrowing towards vertex, a slight 
trace of a grey polliuose line across centre; face below antenn© 
tawny, with minute, not very strongly marked, silvery-white 
pubescence; proboscis blackish-brown ; antenn© brown a fringe 
of yellowish hair behind eyes at sides. Thorax dull violet-bronze, 
nearly bare, sides black, some yellow hairs in front, at base of 
wing; seutellum unicolorous, yellow hair at sides and on hind 
border. Abdomen shining purple, nearly bare, but with minute 
yellowish pubescence when seen from in front. Legs bright red- 
tawny, with very sparse yellow hair; cox® black; hind femora 
with traces of a brown mark in middle of upper side, compressed 
on outer side at tip. Wings pale yellowish-tawny, stigma tawny. 
Halteres brown, alul© brown with a fringe of thick yellow hair 
behind. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Described from one $ in the Indian Museum collection, from. 
Kohima, Assam. 
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183. Xylota bistriata, Brun. (PI. V, fig. 13.) 

Xylota bistriata , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mas. xi, p. 236 (1916). 

?. Head : eyes in 6 practically contiguous for abput lower 
third of distance from vertex to base of frons. Width of vertex 
about one-eighth that of head, vertex blackish-aBneous with a 
little pale hair, the small ocelli distinct, reddish. Eyes in $> 
separated by a frons about one-eighth the breadth of the head, 
widening a little at base of antennsB. Pace and frons blackish, 
covered with yellowish-white tomentum; antennae covered with 
yellowish-grey dust; arista black, base brownish-yellow. Occiput 
blackish-grey, with whitish dust; some bright yellow short hairs 
along top of bead, intermixed behind vertex with black ones. 
Ocular orbit with a fringe of short white hairs which are longest 
on under side of head. Thorax : dorsum greenish-aeneous, with 
short and rather thick bright yellow pubescence. A pair of well- 
separated pale median longitudinal stripes bearing short bright 
yellow hairs, becoming indistinct behind but just attaining the 
scutellum, which latter is also greenish-aeneous with short yellow 

g ubescence and a fringe of short yellow hairs below hind margin. 

ides of thorax blackish-aeneous, nearly bare; stern oplehra and 
mesopleura with a grey tinge and bearing some short yellow pubes¬ 
cence. Humeri apparently bare; but if viewed from behind they 
are seen to bear some short yellow pubescence. Abdomen : blackish- 
SBneous with a dull steel tinge, which on the 2nd segment in the $ 
may occasionally show, seen from behind, a pale violet reflection; 
basal segment a little darker; on hind margin of both 2nd and 
3rd segments a large dull black (seen from behind) subtriangular 
spot, its apex reaching nearly to the base on the 2nd segment, 
but only to the middle on the 3rd segment. Dorsum of abdomen 
with microscopic dark hairs, sides with short pubescence, which 
is longer towards the base and is yellowish in the <5 and white 
in the $. Genitalia in d globular, of a dull steel colour, with 
some yellow hairs ; ovipositor brownish-yellow. Legs : cox® 
aeneous, grey-dusted; hind pair with soft pale hair below. 
Anterior legs yellowish with short concolorous pubescence, which 
is longest on inner side of middle tibiae; tips of middle femora 
narrowly brown. Anterior tibiae longitudinally streaked irregu¬ 
larly with brown on inner and outer sides, last tarsal joint brown. 
Hind femora considerably iBcrassate, brownish-yellow with a 
broad blackish-brown median band,, sometimes incomplete On 
inner or under side, and the tips dark brown ; hind trochanters 
with a moderately long distinct black spine; hind femora with 
an outer row of 6 to 8 black spines of moderate size on under 
side, gradually diminishing in length distally, and also at the tip 
an inner row of about four shorter ones of uniform length; with a 
little long soft pale yellow hair on middle of under Side; remainder 
of bind femora with very short yellow pubescence, which is 
longest about the middle on the outer side. Hind tibiae 
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considerably carved, yellow, with yellow pubescence, inner Aide 
mainly black; hind tarsi blackish-brown with pale yellow 
pubescence; golden-brown minute pubescence below. Wing* pale 
grey; subcostal cell pale yellow; halteres pale lemon-yellow; 
anterior cross-vein barely beyoud middle of discal cell. 

Length , 11-13 mm. 

Described from 3 <5 6 and 3 $ $ in perfeot condition in the 
Indian Museum, from Parambikulam, Cochin, 1700-3200 ft., 
16-24. ix. 1914 (Gravely); Talewadi, 3-10. x. 1916, and Castle 
Rock, 11-26. x. 1916, both N. Kanara District (Kemp) ; Kollur 
Ghat, 8. Kanara District, 3000 ft., 18-21. ix. 1913; N. Coorg, 
S. India, 29. v. 1918, on coffee flowers, “ LR. No. 54 ” ( Nnvcome). 

184. Zylota aoronitens, Brun. (PI. V, fig. 12.) 

Xylota auronitens , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 78 (1908). 

6 . Bead : vertex shining black, a few yellow hairs immediately 
above junction of eyes, which are contiguous for only half tbe 
distance from the frontal prominence to the crown of the head; 
facets small, of uniform size, except for being a little larger where 
the eyes touch; ocelli distinct, no ocellar prominence; frons 
shining blue-black, grey-dusted round the margins, with lower 
■edge immediately above the anteunae, tawny; cheeks and lower 
part of face blackish, with a brownish-blue tinge, with whitish 
reflections in certain lights. Antennae reddish-brown, 3rd joint 
lighter, whitish-dusted; arista reddish-brown. Mouth and 
proboscis brown. Back of head grey, encompassed by a'fringe of 
gold-yellow hair, which is shortest behind the upper corners of 
the eyes. Thorax : dorsum golden-brassy, with gold-yellow hairs, 
which are absent in the centre, giving an appearance, seen from 
behind, of a dark dorsal stripe. Humeral calli. bluish-black with 
a few yellow hairs. Sides of thorax blackish, shining, with some 
scattered yellow hairs. Mesopleura, pteropleura and sternopleura 
«neou9-grey, shining, with yellow hairs. Metanotum pmeous, 
bare. Scutellum brassy-gold, with rather close, moderately short, 
yellow hair. Abdomen : 1st segment aeneous, with a slight brassy 
tinge; 2nd, tawny-brown, shining, posterior border a little 
blackish, the colour extending indefinitely forward in the centre 
as a partial dorsal stripe; 3rd, tawnv-brown, shining, posterior 
part blackish, this colour widest in the ceutre; 4th, aeneous- 
shining, reddish-brown towards posterior border ; tip of abdomen 
reddish-brown. Vbnter red-brown, black at base. The whole 
abdomen—dorsum, sides and venter—is covered with short, soft 
yellow hair. Legs : coxae shining SBneous-black, hind pair with a 
slender spur, sides with yellow hair; femora aeneous, with soft 
yellow hair on upper and under sides, extreme tips tawny ; hind 
pair with a long row of distinct, fairly large, spines on outer 
under side, and a second, inner row of four similar spines^ tibiae 
and tarsi bright tawny with yellowish pubescence, apical half of 
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tibiae blackish, especially in fore and hind pair, the fore tibiae 
bearing a fringe of long yellow hair on their inner sides. Wings 
pale grey, mediastinal cell uniformly brownish-yellow; no distinct 
stigma. Halteres bright yellowish-red. Tegulae whitish-grey. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from a single d in good condition in the Indian 
Museum collection from Margherita. 

This species must be very near nigrocenescens, Rond., but his 
description of the abdomen does not quite agree, and he says that 
the antennaB are black, whereas in auronitens they are bright 
reddish-brown. 

185. Xylota nnrsei, sp. nov. 

d. Very like auronitens in general appearance but structurally 
distinct. The structural differences are as follows :—The hind 
trochanters bear a short blunt tooth in nursei instead of a slender 
spur as in auronitens ; the hind tibiae are barely curved, instead of 
well curved, especially on the inner side; the hind femora have a 
double row of very small spines on the outer under side, with 
numerous additional spines, also a row of 8 or 9 much longer spines 
on inner under side on apical half. In auronitens the hind 
femora have a row of distinct spines a little stronger than usual, 
on nearly the whole length on the outer under side, with a second 
row of four similar spines near the tip. In nursei the vertical 
triangle is equilateral, barely longer than the approximate length 
of contiguity of the eyes, but in auronitens the vertical triangle is 
elongate and relatively distinctly longer. The non-structural 
differences are as follows:—The abdomen is black-aeneous, with 
the 2nd segment and basal half of the 3rd shining dull orange, 
instead of cupreous with violet reflections ( auronitens ) ; the frons 
and face are densely covered with bright yellow tomentum, 
instead of shining blue-black, with whitish dust; and the wings 
are wholly grey instead of having a yellowish tinge. 

Length , about 12 mm. 

One <5 , Simla, viii.1898 (Col. Nurse). 

Type presented by Col. Nurse to British Museum. 

186. Xylota carbonaria, sp. nov. 

d Head : eyes contiguous for nearly one-third of the distance 
from upper angle of frons to hind margin of head; vertical 
triangle shining black, with a little brownish pubescence; frons 
and face whitish-dusted, without obvious pubescence. Antennae 
orange, 1st and 2nd joints blackish. Proboscis black. Occiput 
grey-dusted, with a little short white pubescence on lower part. 
Thorax and scutellura finely punctate, black, with inconspicuous, 
depressed, golden-yellow pubescence, with also (seen from behind) 
two well-separated whitish dust-stripes from anterior nearly to 
hind margin. Pleura) moderately shining black, with grey dust; 
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mesopleura with minute stiff black hairs and obvious greyish 
pubescence. Scutelluni concolorous with thorax, with very short, 
whitish pubescence. Abdomen dull black, finely punctate; 1st 
segment aeneous; 2nd towards each side with traces of a large 
aeneous spot; 3rd and 4th with an apparent tendency to similar 
coloration ; hind margin of 4th segment rather narrowly orange- 
brown. Genitalia concealed, rounded, brown, twisted sideways, 
with dense short soft brown pubescence. Pubescence of abdomen 
short, inconspicuous, mainly yellow but white towards sides, and 
longer towards sides of 2nd segment. Venter black, 2nd segment 
dull brown. Legs rather short, black ; hind trochanters without 
spur; anterior tibiae brownish-yellow, a little paler at base and 
tip; anterior tarsi yellowish; hind tibiae and tarsi black, tips of 
former narrowly whitish. Pubescence of legs rather incon¬ 
spicuous, mainly whitish on femora but yellow towards tips of 
hind pair, pubescence of tibiae and anterior tarsi white and 
obvious. Wings gr<£y, stigma distinct, dark brown; halteres 
conspicuously yellow. 

Length. 8mm. 

Described from 2 J S from Shevaroys, Tercaud, 23. iv-4. v. 1913 
(Fletcher). 

Type m British Museum. 

187. Xylota cuprina, Big. 

Xylota cuprina , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) v, p. 247, <$ 
(1885). 

A $ Head1 eyes in 6 'touching for a distance about equal to 
length of frons, the facets near point of approach slightly larger; 
vertical triangle brilliantly metallic-blue with soft pale hairs, 
lower part with a little grey pubescence; ocelli ruby-red. 
Antennal prominence abruptly projecting, shining black, front 
edge brownish-orange; antennae dark brown, tip of 2nd joint 
orange, 3rd grey-dusted; arista orange-brown. Face black, 
closely grey-dusted, only a little prominent at upper mouth-edge. 
Occiput black, grey-du6ted, lower margin with short grey 
pubescence - . In $ , frons a little narrower below than at vertex, 
at base of antennaB forming one-fifth of the head ; shining black, 
withrbluish reflections and whitish dust. Thorax shining black 
with more or less violet and cupreous reflections; punctate; a 
whitish dust-spot on inner side of each humerus ; traces of a pair 
of yellowish tomentose stripes from anterior margin, well 
separated, which (apparently) do not attain hind margin ; pleurae 
moderately shining black, a tomentose whitish stripe extending 
from in front of wing-base over mesopleura and sternopleura. 
Scutellum blue-black; punctate, shining, sometimes with a 
cupreous tinge. Abdomen moderately shining indigo-black, or 
with distinct violet reflections; 4th segment towards apex, and 5th, 
often cupreous; 2nd and 3rd with blackish hind margins, 

B 
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widened in the middle;' 4th with a little whitish pubescence. 
Tenter dull black. Legs mainly black; hind trochanters in <S 
with a slender spur ; tips of anterior femora narrowly, base and 
tips of anterior tibi®, also the anterior tarsi, brownish-yellow; 
hind femora black, distinctly and uniformly incrassate, with a 
double row of about 9 or 10 small black spines below; hind tibi® 
and tarsi brown; base of tibi® yellowish. Pubescence of legs 
short, whitish. In $ , hind femoral spines fewer and placed only 
towards tip. Wings yellowish ; stigma brown; halteres orange. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Described from 1 and 2 $ $ in fairly good condition in 
the Indian Museum, and identified as this species by Bigot. 
Margherita, Assam. Originally described from “ Indes.” 


188. Xylota penicillata, sp. nov. 

6 . Bead: eyes practically but not absolutely contiguous for 
nearly one-third of the distance from upper angle of frontal 
triangle to vertical margin; vertical triangle shining blue-black, 
with short brownish-yellow inconspicuous pubescence; ocelli 
dark red. Prone and face without obvious pubescence, both 
covered with white dustrexcept above antenn®, where the surface 
is shining black with a little dark blue tinge. Antennal 1st and 
2nd joints blackish, 3rd dull brown. Occiput grey-dusted, with 
whitish pubescence on lower part and with a very short marginal 
fringe. Thorax shining deep blue-black, finely punctate aQd 
with very short inconspicuous yellow pubescence; pleur® all 
white-dusted, with longer whitish pubescence on mesopleura and 
sternopleura; scute!lum shining blue-black, finely punctate, 
with whitish pubescence. Abdomen shining dark brown, with 
hind margins of 2nd and 3rd segments broadly, and 4tb segment 
wholly* of an indistinct deep blue tinge. Pubescence short but 
obvious, whitish, longer towards sides, black on hinder parts of 
2nd and 3rd segments and over whole of 4th. Venter pale 
brownish-yellow, nearly bare. Legs : f fore pair dark shining 
brown, with slight white pubescence, longest on outer side of 
femora and tibi®; knees narrowly, tips of tibi®, and tarsi except 
tips, pale orange. Middle legs relatively rather longer, coloured 
as for© pair, middle femora with a distinct blunt tooth below 
near base, pubescence longer than on fore pair, dense, whitish, 
but very short on upper side of femora and outer side of tibi®, 
long on otitei* and under sides of metatarsi. Hind legs abnormally 
shaped; trochanters with a long, black, slender spur directed 
backwards, parallel with under side of body; femora considerably 
thickened in basal half, compressed towards tip, inner side rather 
flattened, under side rather enlarged downwards in middle, 
bearing there about six black spines and a bunch of long, rather 
coarse, yellowish hair ; two rows of fairly strong black spines on 
under aide near tip, six in outer, four in inner, row; a number of 
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similar spines on upper outer side. Tibi® blackish-brown, 
distinctly carved, narrowly yellowish at base; hind pair ending 
on inner side of tip in a very small tooth ; on outer side, just 
beyond middle, is a carious, small area of roughened surface 
(which apparently meets the spines in the middle of the uhder 
side of the femUr when the legs are closed); tarsi entirely dark 
brown. Pubescence of hind femora moderately long, mainly 
confined to upper and lower sides, brownish and greyish; that of 
hind tibiffi whitish, short except on about middle third of inner 
side and over the roughened space; that of tarsi whitish, short 
except on outer side jof metatarsi, where it is white and very 
obvious, and on inner side, where it is rich brown-yellow. Wing* 
uniformly moderately dark gr£y; sti^matic region moderately 
dark brown; halteres orange. 

Lengthy 15 mm. 

Described from two 3 3 in the British Museum. Lower 
Ranges, Kbasi Hills, Afesam, 1878 ( Chennell ). 

This inseot is clearly distinguished from all other Indian 
spepies, (i.) by the presence of the tooth on the under side of the 
middle femora, (ii.) by the spines on'the upper outer side of the 
hind femora, and (iii.) by the roughened surface on the outer side 
of the hind tibiae. 


189. Xylota aequalis, Walk. 

Xylota a qua Its, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 226 (1852). 

“ <3 Head pale buff, clothed with pale yellow hairs ; crown 
clothed with black hairs; a pitchy stripe along the face, which 
has a bare shining ferruginous knob near the epistoma; mouth 
pitchy; feelers black ; third joint pitchy at the base; eyes 
bronzed ; facets larger on the crown than elsewhere; chest and 
breast hoary, thickly clothed with pale yellow hairs; chest with a 
brassy tinge ; scutcheon tawny, clothed with black hairs; 
abdomen black, obcouical, tinged with blue on the hind borders 
of the segments, much longer than the chest, clothed with.black 
hairs, adorned with six bands; first, second, fourth and sixth 
bands tawny; fourth indistinct, third and fifth whitish; legs 
tawny, clothed with short tawny hairs; thighs towards the base 
darkerand clothed with darker hairs ; claws and foot cushions 
tawny : tips of the claws black; hind legs dark tawny or pitchy, 
their thighs, shanks, and the first joints of the feet thickly 
fringed with black hairs ; wings colourless; wing-ribs, veins, and 
poisers tawny. 

u Length of the body 6 lines; of the wings 12 lines. East 
Indies.” 

This species requires confirmation as truly Indian; the type is 
not to be found, nor has the species been recorded since its 
description. 

b2 
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Genus SYRITTA, St. Farg. et Serv. * 

Syritta, St. Fargeau & Serville, Encycl. Meth. x, p. 888 (1825). 

Coprina , Zetterstedt, Ins. Lapp., Dipt., p. 68-1 (1838). 

Xylota , Westwood (nec Meigen), Introd. ii, Synops., p. 136 (1840). 

Planes , Rondani, Archiv. Zool. iii («<?p.), p. 9 (1863). 

Genotype, Musca pipiens , L., by original designation. 

Closely allied to Xylota , from which it is distinguished by the 
anterior cross-vein being placed at the middle of the discai cell 
and perfectly upright. Face with a central keel. Second segment of 
abdomen projecting backwards at the sides, bearing a peculiar 
fringe of hairs at its most produced portion. Hind femora 
extremely incrassated, much more so than in Xylota , with short 
rigid spines below and often with characteristic markings. 

Life-history. The larva of S.pipiens, L., lives in horse- or cow- 
dung : the early stages of this species have been known for a long 
period (see Lundbeck, Dipt. Danica, v, p. 528, 1916). Terry 
(Proc. Hawaiian Ent. Soc. ii, p. 96, 1910) describes and illustrates 
the life-cycle of S. oceanica, Macquart; oviposition in this species 
was observed to occur under the loose bark of a twig lying among 
rotting fruit and other decaying vegetable matter, and the larvae 
fed on a similar mediurfT. 

Range. Practically world-wide, the insects occurring almost 
anywhere amongst flowers and leaves, in hedges and fields ; the 
S 6 are frequently seen hovering. 

The exact number of species of Syritta in the East is a moot 
point, but with a few exceptions all the numerous specimens 
examined by me may be embraced by three forms, which may 
tentatively be regarded as of specific rank, and may be separated 
thus:— 

Table of Species. 

1. Hind femora with a moderately narrow complete 

orange ring at base; a more or less incomplete 
ring or streak of varying width, on under side 
near middle. Abdominal spots in <3 on 2nd 
and 3rd segments definitely separated by a 
moderately wide median black stripe pipiens, L., p. 245. 

2. Hind femora normally wholly black, but some¬ 

times very narrowly pale at extreme tip, and 
occasionally just perceptibly so at extreme 
base; frequently with upper side practically 
wholly black, and basal half (or thereabouts) 
below brownish or orange; with or without an 
additional streak at middle of under side (as in 
pipiens). Abdominal spots in 3 on 2nd and 
3rd segments normally united to form two com¬ 
plete bands, or at most the dividing black line 
is very narrow or incomplete. (In specimens 
with entirely black femora the abdominal spots [p. 246. 

are more widely separated.) orientalis, Macq., 


* For preliminary notes on Oriental species, see Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mna. 
i, p. 77 (1908). 
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8, Differing from orientalis only in the orange or 

E ale brownish basal one-tbird to two-thirds of 
ind femora, the rest of which are black. Ab¬ 
dominal spots on 2nd and 3rd segments in d 
often forming two unbroken bands; when in 
the form of spots, the dividing black line much Tj>. 247 

narrower than in pipiens rufifacies , big., 

In the $ 9 of all the species the abdominal spots are always 
more definitely separated than in the 6 6 . Dr. de Meijere ranks 
rufifacies as synonymous with orientalis , and I have seen more 
thau one intermediate specimen; but if these two are considered a 
single species, then it is probable that all the forms recorded from 
theEast may be simply synonyms or varieties of pipiens. S. amboi - 
netisis may possibly be distinct through the alleged dark riDgs on 
the anterior legs, but traces of such rings have been recorded in 
specimens of both pipiens and orientalis. S. luteinervis , de Meij., 
rests, as a species, wholly on the paleness of its venation. 

190. Syritta pipiens, L. (PI. V, figs. 14, 15.) 

Musca pipiens, Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., Ed. x, p. 594 (1758). 

Syritta pipiens, auctt.; Verrall, Brit. Flies, viii, p. G12, figs. 416, 
417 (1901). 

Eumerus indicus, Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 33 (1824). 

Xylota itidica , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 103 (1830). 

Xylota proximo, Say, Amer. Entom. i, p. 16, pi. viii, lig. 3 (1824). 

d 2 Head : vertical triangle elongate, blackish round the ocelli, 
lower part yellow-dusted, the whole with pale hairs; frontal 
triangle small, hardly produced, bare, dusted with yellowish- 
white. Eyes in d contiguous for a moderate space, front facets 
larger than others ; frons in 2 one-sixth width of head, linear 
above, slightly widening below, vertex shining black, below this 
a yellowish-white dust-spot, sometimes divided into two, below 
this again a bare shining black 6pot, thence dusted with yellowish- 
white to antennae, but the facial dust often white; a little 
whitish or pale yellowish pubescence near the eves. Antennae 
orange, sometimes brownish in 2 , arista blackish, bare. Occiput 
black, w ith a narrow white tomentose margin; this latter dis¬ 
appears in the neighbourhood of the vertex except for two 
short spaces which stand out rather conspicuously as elongate 
small white post-vertical spots. Thorax dull black; humeri and 
sides of dorsum as far as suture, and pleurae, wholly yellowish- or 
whitish grey; traces of two short whitish stripes on anterior 
margin of dorsum; posterior calli greyish. Pubescence very short 
and sparse, adpressed, pale. Scutellum flat on disc, slightly mar¬ 
gined at the tip, which bears a few tiny, inconspicuous bristles. 
Abdomen dull black, 1st segment grey at sides; 2nd with a large 
yellowish spot on each side: these spots have their inner sides 
couvex, and extend forward a little on the anterior corners, 
where the segment itself is much produced, and where it has at 
its junction with the 1st segment a fan-shaped bunch of 
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outstanding white hairs; hind margin of segment black. 3rd 
segment with a similar pair of spots, but they are usually 
smaller and are more or less distinctly separated in <$, always 
distinctly separate in $ ; hind margin of segment wholly black. 
4tb segment shining black, at each basal corner with a small grey 
spot which extends some way down the margin and continues over 
the side; hind margin orange. All the spots in the $ usually 
smaller and more whitish than yellowish. Genitalia in d rather 
large, shining black, basal section globular, with minute white 
hairs but not grey-dusted. Legs : coxae whitish-dusted, hind tro¬ 
chanters shining black, with tiny spines; anterior legs mainly 
orange, upper side of femora, and tips of tibiae, sometimes 
blackish. Hind femora extremely incrassate, serrate below, the 
serration being on the apical third situated On a ridge; three or 
four distinct small spines near tip; generally shining black, orange 
narrowly at base, and with an incomplete orange streak or ring of 
varying width on under side about the middle. Hind tibiae 
black, base and a ring beyond the middle, orange; tarsi orange. 
Legs in 2 more orange than in 6 Wings clear, subcostal cell 
and stigma pale brownish-yellow; squamae and halteres pale 
yellow 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from a number of both sexes from various sources. 

This species is common and generally distributed in both hills 
aud plains in India. I have taken it myself at Mussoorie, 
Darjiling and localities in the plains. Examples in the Indian 
Museum are from Mussoorie, Simla, Kami Tal and Agra. A 
widely distributed species: Europe, Asia, Africa, Madeira and 
Canaries, North America 

191. Syritta orientalis, Macq. (PI. V, figs. 16, 17.) 

Syritta orientalis , Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 76 (1842); 
de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 224, $ (1908). 

Syritta illucida , Walker, Proc. Linn. Soc. iv, p. 121 (1860). 

Senogaster Intescetis, Doleschall, Nat. Tijd. Ned. Ind, x, p. 410, 
pi. xii, fig. 3 (1850). 

? Syritta amboinensis, Doleschall, op. cit. xvii, p. 97 (1858). 

This species differs from S. piq>iens by the abdominal spots on 
the 2nd and 3rd segments being united to form respectively two 
complete transverse bands, or else separated by an indefinite, very 
narrow, median black stripe on each segment. In many cases, 
however, this median stripe is distinctly present and complete, 
more especially in those specimens with wholly black hind femora, 
and this fact tends to break down the barrier between orientalis 
and pipiens. 

In specimens in which these median stripes are absent or very 
indefinitely present, the hind femora are orange or brownish on 
a considerable part of the underside up to the middle, where there 
may or may not be an orange streak as in pipitnsx but the whole 



BYBITTA. 


247 


upper side of the hind femora should theoretically be black, 
though as a matter of fact it is sometimes pale narrowly at base 
or tip, or both. Two varieties of this species may therefore be 
accepted, but intermediate forms occur ; one such form, with the 
abdominal spots united into two orange cross-bands, possessing 
hind femora with the basal half below orange, the upper side 
generally wholly black, or at most narrowly pale at base and tip; 
and a second, more nearly typical form, with the abdominal 
spots separated almost as widely as in pipiens , and with practically 
wholly black femora. 

As to the synonymy of the species cited above, there seems no 
reasonable doubt. Walker’s description of Ulucida has not a word 
in it that will not apply to orientalis , his remark about the two white 
spots behind the vertex being almost conclusive proof of the 
identity of the two species, as the whitish margin of the occiput 
ceases on each side a little before the vertex and again at the 
vertex itself, thus isolating the two small white spots to which he 
alludes *. S. amboinensis differs only in the anterior legs being 
ringed, and as specimens referable to both pipiens and orientalis 
have sometimes obscure streaks or traces of such rings, Doleschall’s 
species is probably one of these forms with legs more darkly 
marked than usual. Dr. de Meijere sinks Senogaster lutescens as 
synonymous, and both the description and figure given by 
Doleschall support this view. 

In the Indian Museum are two 3 3 under the name of 
laticincta , Big., a MS. name only. It is not certain whether both 
specimens were attributed by that author to this so-called species, 
but the example bearing the label in his handwriting is the variety 
of orientalis with cross-bands and partly orange hind femora, 
whilst the other example is the variety with wholly black femora, 
but possessing abdominal cross-bands as in the first variety. 
The second specimen therefore partakes of both varietal forms and 
serves to prove tlieir specific unity. 

I have seen orientalis from Pusa, x. 1907 and 30. iii. 1914; 
Chapra, Bengal; Katihar; Kushtea, Bengal; Sukna; Calcutta; 
Port Canning; Mergui. De Meijere records it from Singapore 
and Java. 

192. Syritta rufifacies, Big . (PI. V, fig. 18.) 

Syritta rujifocies, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) iii, p. 538 
11883). 

Thi s so-called species differs from pipiens and orientalis by the 
hind femora being wholly orange or brownish for from ooe-third 
to two-thirds of their length from the base, while the rest is black. 
The abdominal spots on the 2nd and 3rd segments are normally 
united, as is frequently the case in orientalis ; but a median line 
dividing them more or less distinctly into spots is not infrequently 
present, and when the orange colour of the hind femora is 

* Subsequent examination of Walker's * vpe, a $ lias proved the identity 
of lUucida and orientalis. 
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darkened to brown, the specimens closely approach orientalis , 
with which de Meijere considers rufifades synonymous. The 
region of the mouth-border is in some specimens brownish- 
orange. 

Bigot’s original description was made from a single example in 
his collection from Pondicherry. The remarks tendered above are 
based on several in good condition in the Indian Museum from 
Katihar; Satara District; United Provinces; Port Canning; 
Calcutta; Bangalore; Mangaldai, Assam: Rangoon. 


Genus EUMERTJS, Meig. 

Humerus , Meigen, Svst. Beschr. iii, p. 202 (1822). 

Genotype. If no species has been already selected, I suggest 
Pipiza strigata , Fabr. * 

Head broader than thorax; eyes more or less pubescent, some¬ 
times almost bare, contiguous in d for a distance varying from 
a long space to little more than a point, sometimes very nar¬ 
rowly yet distinctly separated , wide apart in $; face rather 
flat, central knob absent. Antennae variable, generally short, but 
large; 3rd joint rounded or ovate, or occasionally elongate, 
usually larger in $ ; arista bare, 3-jointed, placed before middle 
of joiut. Thorax subquadrate, slightly arched, usually aeueous- 
black with short pubescence; scutellum concolorous, the actual 
margin occasionally serrulate. Abdomen longer than wide, sides 
usually parallel or slightly widened about the middle; nearly 
always with three pairs of pale lunules; tip blunted in d, more 
pointed in 2 '■> pubescence short. Legs moderately strong, hind 
femora thickened, with short stout bristles below; hind tibias 
usually slightly curved; hind metatarsi generally inerassate and 
in some species the succeeding joints also conspicuously dilated. 
Wings with marginal cell widely open; anterior cross-vein at or 
beyond middle of diseal cell; 3rd vein often sinuous, sometimes 
looped like that of Eristalis ; 1st posterior cell closed some distance 
from border by the recurrent and angulated upturned tip of 
4th vein, which usually bears a short appendix at the angle; 
apical portion of 5th vein rather more upright than usual. 

Life-history . E. strigatus, Fin., and E. tuberculatum, Rondani, 
have been bred in Europe from onions and various other bulbs. 
These two species have comparatively recently come to be regarded 
as serious pests of Narcissus in Great Britain, and are sometimes 
known as the “ small Narcissus Flies.” Their life-history, together 
with that of Merodon equtstris , Fabr., tlie “large Narcissus Fly,” 


* Verrall insists on retaining the name Eumerus in the sense in which it was 
used by Meigen in his standard work in 1822, and not as tentatively used by 
him, under the form Eunteros, in 1803. Coquiilett uses it in Meigeu’s earlier 
sense. As adopted here it has been known by all dipterologists for nearly a 
century, but no type-species has been to my knowledge definitely set up. 
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is dealt with ia Leaflet no. 286 issued by the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture, London, revised August 1921. 

Ranye. Europe, Asia, Orient, N. Africa, Cape, Hawaii, North 
America. The genus seems somewhat addicted to islands, ap¬ 
pearing in the Canaries, St. Helena, Rhodes, Sokotra, aud the 
Nicobars. 

The genus seems to be allied to Merodon in the Eristalin^e 
and certainly to Xylota in the Milesiihne. Its species possess a 
remarkable general resemblance to one another, and some care 
is required to separate them with certainty. All those admitted 
herein are, I fee! convinced, quite valid, as I have had the 
advantage of having specimens of them all before me. The 
principal characters of differentiation appear to be the degree of 
contiguity or approximation of the eyes in the cT; their pubes¬ 
cence in both sexes; the fine white stripes on the thorax; the 
coloration of the hind margin of the scutellum, and the dilatation 
or iucrassation of the hind tarsi in the <y. He Meijere (Tijd. v. 
Ent. li, p. 214, 1908) notes and tabulates some Oriental species, 
and various notes have been given by me (Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, 
p. 239, 1915). 

Table of Species. 

1. Wing-tip distinctly infuscated. Hind tarsi, 

including metatarsi, presumably not di¬ 
lated, elongate, wholly snow-white except 
at extreme base of 1st joint 
Wing-tip entirely clear ... 

2. Antenme orange or yellow 
Antenna) black or nearly so . 

3. Eyes wholly with dense bright yellow pu¬ 

bescence. Length 5-63 mm. 

Eyes with very sparse whitish pubescence 
on lower part only. Length 8 mm. 

4. Scutellum with hind margin pale, coloured 

differently from remainder and from 
thorax .. .... 

Scutellum concolorous with thorax 

5. Scutellum with conspicuous dense orange- 

yellow pubescence .. . ... 

Scutellum with grey pubescence (brownish- 
ytsllow in albifrons ), concolorous with 
that of thorax 

6. Eyes bare: contiguous in <y for some dis¬ 

tance. No aeneous large spots at base of 
abdomen; all three pairs of spots very 
narrow and subequal. Length 12 mm. . 

Eyes densely pubescent. A pair of very 
large aeneous spots ou anterior corners of 
2nd abdominal segment, with a pair of 
narrow greyish spots superimposed there¬ 
on ; the pairs of spots on 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments narrow and grey as usual Length 
7 mm. 


[p. 251. 

nicobarensis , Sch., 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

aurifrons, Wied.,p. 252. 
nepafensis, Brun.,p. 253. 


5. 
8 . 

6 . 


7. 


[p. 254. 

rufoscutellatus , Brun., 


[p. 255. 

pulcherrimus, Brun., 
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7. Eyes absolutely contiguous in $ for some 

distance. 2nd antennal* joint about two- 
thirds the length of 3rd; 3rd much longei 
than broad, but only a little wider than 
2nd. 4th abdominal segment with no trace 
of a narrow median stripe, but with the 
usual two curved spots only. Length 5 mm. 
Eyes approximate only in <$, their point 
of approach angular. Antennae distinctly 
elongate*; 2nd joint nearly as long as 
3rd; 3rd much longer than broad, barely 
wider than 2nd. 4th abdominal segment 
with a median very narrow stripe ex¬ 
tending to tip of abdomen; the usual pair 
of spots nearly straight and perpendicular. 
Length 5^ mm. .. ... 

8. Scutellum cupreous; in contrast with black 

shining abdomeu 

Scutellum not cupreous; not in contrast 
with either thorax or abdomen 

9. Thorax only slightly cupreous ; narrower. 

more slender species. Length 5-6 min. 
Thorax shining cupreous; a more thickly 
set species. Length 7 mm. 

10. Thorax, scutellum and abdomen distinctly 

shining blue-black. Length 7 mm. . . 
Thorax, scutellum and abdomen dull black, 
barely shining; without any bluish tinge. 
Length 8 mm. ..... 

11. Third antennal joint slightly pale on inner 

side. Abdomen shining feneous-black 
with white pubescent spots; middle tibim 
brownish-yellow on basal half and on 
inner side; hiud tarsi brown. Wings 

vitreous. Length 7 mm. 

Third antennal joint uniformly blackish. 
Abdomen deeper blue-black, with pubes¬ 
cent spots more distinct; middle tibite 
and tarsi wholly orange; hind tarsi more 
orange. 'Wings grey. Length 7 mm. . 


aIbifrons, Walk., p. 257 


[p. 258. 

pulverulentus, sp. n., 

9. 

10 . 

[p. 258. 

halictoides. Bum., 

[p. 256. 

ceneithorax , Brun., 

11 . 


[p. 260. 

scxvittatus , Bruu., 


[p. 260. 

perpensus , Brun., 


perplexus , Brun., p. 261. 


This table of species, though ; t does not by any means satisfy 
me, illustrates in a general wav the affinities of the species, with 
the exception of ceneithorax. The four first species bear a con¬ 
siderable resemblance one to another, by the first pair of abdo¬ 
minal spots being larger than the others and more or less rounded 
instead of lunate. JE. rufoscutellatus , pulcherrimus and ceneithorax 
form a second group with a conspicuous, cupreous or .‘eneous 
thorax and scutellum, the latter with dense orange or yellow 
pubescence: The remaining species form a group with more 
normal markings, that is to *>ay, possessing blackish or greyish 
bodies with three pairs of greyish curved or lunate spots placed 


* Longer than in any other species in this table. 
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diagonally on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th abdominal segments. 0£ 
these, pulvei'ulentus is easily recognised by t he elongate antennee, 
whilst iexvittatut separates easily from the remainder by its 
somewhat greater size. 

193. Eumerus nicobarensis, Sch. (FI. YI, fig. 1.) 

Eumerus nicobarensis , Schiner, Reise Novara, Dipt., p. 368 (1868). 

Eumerus aryyropus , Bruuetti (nee Doleschall), Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, 
p. 76 (1908;. 

Eumerus nepalensis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 240 (1916) ; 
nee Brunetti, op. cit. ii, p. 76 (1908). 

$ Thorax shilling blackish-green, with two whitish, widely 
separated, longitudinal stripes in middle; pubescence short, 
shining gold-yellow. Scutellum concolorous with thorax, hind 
margin deeply outlined, roughly punctate, almost serrate. Abdo¬ 
men shining black, 2nd segment with two yellow spots occupying 
nearly all the surface, nearly touching in middle but not reaching 
side margins ; 3rd segment with a whitish-yellow narrow curved 
band, interrupted in middle; 4th segment with narrow whitish 
oblique side spots. Venter cinnamon-red. Head shining black; 
frons r;.ther narrowed behind; neighbourhood of antennas and a 
space on upper half of frons with a whjte spot on each eye- 
margin. Antennae pale reddish-yellow, 3rd joint extremely large, 
round. Eyes pubescent. Legs shining black; tips of front and 
middle femora, anterior tibiae and tarsi, basal half of hind tibiae 
.ind hind tarsi except at base, reddish-yellow (but see below, last 
paragraph) ; hind femora very incrassate: hind tibiae rather club- 
shaped ; all tibiae with glistening white pubescence. Wings 
rather deeply tinged with brownish-yellow, especially towards 
tip; last section of 4th vein angularly bent, with a short appendix 
at outer angle. One : Nicobar Islands. 

Length, 7 mm. 

Type presumably in Vienna Museum. 

The above is a fairly literal translation of Schiner’s description* ; 
he notes the species ro be near macrocerus , Wied., from China, 
but that the hitter has an unstriped thorax and aeneous-green 
legs. He also uctes that splendens, Wied., is much smaller and 
differently coloured. 

Four 3 <3 and two $ $ (one headless) in the Indian Museum 
agree very well with Schiner’s description. Assuming the identi¬ 
fication to be correct, the species differs from atirifrons, Wied., by 
(1) the absolute contiguity of the eyes for some distance in 
the 3 , (2) the infuscated wing-tip, (3) the undilated hind tarsi in 
the 3 > not even the metatarsus being thickened at all, and (4) the 
hind tarsi being wholly yellowish-white except narrowly daik at 


* This is Schiner’s description only, nothing being added from the speci¬ 
mens presumed by me to be this species, except of course in the succeeding 
paragraph directly concerning these latter. 
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tli© base of the 1st joint. The spots on the 2nd abdominal 
segment do not nearly till the surface, but they vary in size and 
in one specimen come very near to fulfilling Schiner’s words. In 
another specimen the spots on the 3rd segment are as yellow as 
the first pair, and in another specimen the 4th segment is wholly 
shining black, without any trace of spots. The degree of infus- 
cation at the wing-tip also varies; in one specimen extending 
inwards as far as a line from the tip of the 1st vein to the outer 
side of the discal cell, while in another ( 5 ) only the outer side of 
the 1st posterior cell is suffused. Mergui; Margherita; Pallade, 
Travancore, 15. xi. 1908 ( Annandale ), These specimens were in¬ 
correctly attributed by me firstly to argyropus, Dol.*, and subse¬ 
quently to my nepalensis +, of which the only specimen known 
to me now is the type. The Sarawak specimen (Sibu, Sarawak, 
2. vii. 1910 (Beebe)) referred by me to nepalensis and redescribed 
(op. cit.,p. 240) is also nicobarensis $ Length of the specimens 
examined by me, 5|-6| mm. I have subsequently seen further 
specimens of this species from Pusa, 14. viii. 1907, 8. iii. 1908, 
and 17 iii. 1908, “ under mango bark ” ; Chapra, Bengal. 

194. Eumerus aurifrons, Wied. (PI. VI, figs. 2, 3.) 

Eumerus aurifrons, Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 32 (1824) ; de 
Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 218, d $ (1908). 

Ewnerus splendens, Wiedemann, Auss. Zweiti. ii, p. 114(1830). 

d $ • Head : in d , eyes slightly but definitely separated, wholly 
covered with dense bright yellow pubescence; vertical triangle 
elongate, ground-colour shining black, with yellow tomentum 
and dense yellow pubescence which extends over vertex also; face 
aeneous-black, with yellowish-grey tomentum and yellow pubes¬ 
cence. Antennae bright orange, arista black, base orange; 3rd 
joint very large, rounded hut often rather obtuse at tip. Occi¬ 
put black, varying from aeneous to cupreous behind vertex, with 
side margins of grey tomentum. JN'o black hairs on frons, on 
vertex or behind vertex in d In 5 , frons barely narrowed at 
vertex; at level of autennae forming one-fourth the width of the 
head; shining blue-black with a large grey dust-spot on each side 
below middle, which spots generally unite and form a transverse 
band from eye to eye; a pair of similar dust-spots below vertex, 
contiguous to eye-margins. Ocellar space with dark brown 
pubescence; vertical region feneous with greyish pubescence; 
face with whitish pubescence. Best as in d . Thorax and 
scutellum shining aeneous, ^finely punctate, more or less cupreous- 
tinged in d Two widely separated narrow grey longitudinal 
stripes from anterior margin to well behind -suture. Whole 
dorsum, scutellum (hind margin coneolorous) and sides with 


* Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 76 (1908). 
t Op. cit. vi, pp. 239, 240 (1915). 
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rather long bright yellow pubescence. In $, pubescence more 
whitish. Abdomen shining blue-black ; finely punctate; 2nd seg¬ 
ment with two large yellow spots; 3rd aud 4th each with a pair 
of narrow, slightly curved, greyish spots placed diagonally from 
middle of segment nearly to hind corners, their inner ends well 
separated, those on 4th segment generally rather smaller and 
perpendicular. Normally the first pair of spots are yellow, the 
others grey, but the unddle pair are sometimes intermediate in 
colour. Pubescence yellowish-grey and more or less erect on spots 
and along sides of abdomen; black and depressed on black parts. 
Venter mainly yellowish, black at sides and tip. Legs mainly black 
anterior femora rather broadly, hind femora narrowly, orange. 
Apical half of anterior tibiafi blackish with orange tips, but the 
black colour sometimes reduced, especially in , to an irregular, 
indefinite broad ring beyond, middle; hind tibiae distinctly 
incrassate after the base, nearly basal half and tips narrowly orange. 
Tarsi yellowish, hind metatarsi distinctly incrassate, black with 
orange tips ; 2nd, 3rd and 4th joints rather short, very distinctly 
dilated in to nearly double the width of the metatarsus, 
snow-white; 2nd and 3rd joints of about equal length ; 5th joint 
narrow, snow-white. Hind tarsi in !? with only the metatarsi 
incrassate. Pubescence of legs mainly yellow; black on black 
parts of hind tibiae and metatarsi, but on inner side of hind tibine 
yellowish-grey, especially in $ Wings clear, iridescent, no 
trace of infuscation apically; stigma varying from pale yellowish 
to yellowish-brown ; halteres yellowish to orange; 

Length , 5-6£ mm. 

Types in Copenhagen Museum and Wiedemann’s collection. 

Described from several of each sex in the Pusa collection, from 
Pusa, 8. iii. 1908, found on gum-saturated earth* 17 iii. 1908, 
under mango bark; vi. 1916; 9. vii. 1907, on stable wall; 
14. viii. 1907; 17,19 and 28. x. 1908 ; 14. xii. 1915. AlsoChapra, 
Bengal (Mackenzie); Bombay, 11.x. 1912; Ceylon; Java. I have 
seen one <J from Los Banos, Philippine Is. 

195. Eumerus nepalensis, Brun. 

Humerus nepalensis, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 76 (1908); nec 
id., op. cit. xi, p. 240 (1916). 

5 . Bead shining black; eyes sparsely pubescent on lower part 
only; antennae orange, 3rd joint large, rounded, upper margin 
blackish. Thorax dark shiniDg aeneous-black, with tawny-grey 
pubescence on dorsum, and grey pubescence at the sides; 
8cutelluin unicolorous, with soft, vather long yellowish-grey hair, 
posterior border with a flat edge which is serrated above. Ab¬ 
domen shining black, with two oval, oblique pale spots on 2nd 
segment, their ends touching the posterior border of the segments 
near the side margin ; extreme posterior border of segments very 
narrowly tawny. On the 3rd segment are two smaller and 
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narrower spots similarly situated ; on the 4th segment, two hardly 
visible, pale green, similar spots with white hair. Sides and tip of 
abdomen with white hair. Venter black, pale in centre. Legs 
black, femora fringed with whitish hair below, posterior femora 
with black hair on upper side; the basal half and tips of the 
femora, four anterior tarsi, tip of posterior metatarsus, and apical 
half of next joint, tawny-yellow; under side of whole posterior 
tarsi with bright golden-yellow pubescence; four anterior tarsi 
with some white hairs at base. Wing* clear, iridescent, veins 
well marked, stigma brown ; tegulae and halteres yellowish. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from the unique type in the Indian Museum collection, 
from Chonebal, Nepal.. 

Only the type-specimen is known *, and it is now in bad con¬ 
dition. Its principal difference from aurifrons is the larger size, 
8 mm. as against 5-6|, and the sparse whitish pubescence of the 
eves as contrasted with the dense yellow pubescence in aurifrons. 

196. Eumerus rufoscutellatus, Brun. 

Eumerus rufoscutellatus, Brunetti, Itec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 269 (1913). 

3 Head : eyes absolutely bare ; contiguous for only one-fourth 
the distance from vertex to antennae, rather suddenly separated 
above this space, forming a moderately wide frons which is black, 
with black hairs in the middle and bright yellow hairs ou vertex 
and lowest part; facets of uniform size throughout except those 
immediately in front; frons flat, not at all prominent, yellowish- 
grev with bright yellow hair. Antennae large, rather dark brown. 
Erst two joints normally bristly; 3rd joint a little lighter on 
upper side, with microscopic grey tomentum, rounded above to 
tip, straight on lower side ; arista long, dorsal. Thorax violet- 
aeneous, moderately shining, with moderately dense short 
brownish-yellow pubescence, and two widely separated grey 
tomentose longitudinal stripes from anterior margin to scutelluin; 
also with a stripe along the transverse suture, but this is inter¬ 
rupted between the two longitudinal stripes. Humeral calli 
aeneous, with a little yellow pubescence. Sides of thorax blackish- 
aeneous, with a considerable amount of bright yellow hair on 
pleurae. Scutelluin broad, violet-aeneous, covered with copious 
long bright yellow hair; hind border pale. ^Abdomen dark 
aeneous-black, not very shining, basal corners a little steel- 
coloured when viewed from certain angles; a pair of diverging, 
narrow, elongate, grey, tomentose stripes on 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
segments, beginning approximately near base of each segment 
and extending nearly to posterior corners. Surface of abdomen 
with microscopic pale yellow pubescence, which is brighter and 
longer on hind margins of segments ; a patch of bright reddish- 


* See note under E. nicobarensis, p. 252, 
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orange pubescence afc basal corners of 2nd segment. Tip of 
abdomen black-haired ; venter blackish with a little sparse yelldw 
pubescence. Lege black; basal half and tips of anterior tibiae, 
and the anterior tarsi, brownish-yellow ; hind legs black, except 
knees, tips of tibiae and apical part of each tarsal joint. All legs 
with yellow pubescence, rather long on femora and tibiae, especially 
on hinder and under sides; hind tarsi considerably incrassate, 
with bright reddish brown pubescence. Winjs grey, stigma small, 
blackish; anterior cross-vein at two-thirds of discal cell, very 
sloping; halteres yellow. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from a in the Indian Museum, in inferior con¬ 
dition through immersion in spirit, from Singla, Darjiling Dis¬ 
trict. A species conspicuous by its densely yellow-haired 
scutellum and its large sue. 

197 Eumerus pulcherrimns, Brun. 

Eumerus pulchernmtu, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 243 (1915). 

$ Head: frons one-sixth width of head, aeneous, darker on 
vertex, with a slightly greenish tinge in front, minutely punctured. 
Ocelli small, red, well separated from one another and from eye- 
margins. At each side of the frons, along the eye-margins, from 
the lowest ocellus to j::sr ab >ve the antennae, a little yellowish polli- 
nose dusting, which "..monies wmte at level of antennae, where it 
merge—in the ulm-. ■ hinted face covered with white hair. Frons 
covered with a nee rate amount, of light yellowish hair, which on 
the vertex is replaced by dark brown hair. Posterior orbits of 
eyes rather narrow yellow-dusted, wuh bright yellow hair behind 
vert* x. Eves with dense short, brownish-grey hairs. Antennae 
black, with a little hoary bloom, if viewed front in front; 3rd joint 
rather more squarish than in rufoscuttllatus ; arista black, a little 
pale at base. Proboscis dark brown. Thorax ameous, with 
brilliant cupreous .and violet reflections; a little (but con¬ 
spicuously) hoary below the anterior margin in front. Three 
\ ery narrow white dorsal lines from anterior margin, not reaching 
posterior margin ; a transverse narrow whitish line on suture. 
Sides below shoulders vellowish-white with shaggy yellowish- 
white hair. Humeral ealli small, ameous; remainder of thorax 
below dorsum, grey. Scutellum very conspicuous, bright shining 
cupreous with dense long reddish-orange hair and pale hind 
margin. Abdomen aeneous-violet; a large triangular cupreous 
spot, with yellow hairs in front and with whitish hairs behind, on 
each side of 2nd segment. In certain lights the sides of the 
abdomen towards the tip, and the whole of the last (4th) segment 
appear more or less cupreous or aeneous. Ou the middle of each 
of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments are two greyish-white, narrow 
stripes, beginning in the centre of each segment, almost conti¬ 
guous, and extending diagonally to the posterior corners. Whole 
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surface of abdomen uniformly punctured, and covered with abort 
depressed light yellow hairs, which are much thicker on last seg¬ 
ment. Venter dull liver-brown. Legs : coxae blackish, with hoary 
bloom and greyish hairs. Anterior femora dull aeneou's-black, a 
little brownish-yellow at base and tips; a fringe of pale yellow 
baiis on under side ; hind femora considerably enlarged, distinctly 
aeneous, covered with yellowish-grey hair; brownish-yellow at 
base and tips. Anterior tibiae with basal half brownish-yellow, 
apical half or thereabouts, blackish ; tips brownish-yellow; whole 
tibiae with yellowish-grey hair. Hind tibiae as aeneous as hind 
femora, considerably larger than anterior pairs, and covered with 
much more hair. Anterior tarsi moderately bright brow’ll with 
yellowish-grey hairs ; hind tarsi blackish above with yellow ish-grey 
hairs, bright reddish-brown below, incrassate to a normal extent. 
Wings very pale grey ; stigma small, dark brown; halteres pale 
yellow. 

Length , 7 mm. 

Described from a unique $ , in perfect condition in the Indian 
Museum, from Kurseong, 8. vii. 1908. 

A very handsome species, conspicuous by its cupreous and violet 
thorax, its densely orange-haired scutellum, the three pale longi¬ 
tudinal stripes on its thorax, the suture of which is outlined with 
whitish. Near aurifrons y Wied., and albifrons , Walk., but dis¬ 
tinguished by the black antennae and orange-haired scutellum. 

198. Eumerus aeneithorax, Brun. 

Eumerus eeneithorax, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus, xi, p. 244 (1915). 

$ Head : eyes contiguous for a comparatively short space 
only, with short white pubescence. Frons and vertex aeneous, 
showing various tints when view ed from different directions ; 
black hair on lower part of Irons, yellow hairs on upper part and 
on vertex. Face dull blackish-grey, with light tomentum which 
appears yellowish-white when viewed from above. Face clothed 
with white hairs. Antenuae wholly black, 3rd joint approximately 
oblong, with obtusely rounded tip. Occiput whitish-grey with a 
narrow fringe of whitish hairs round the margins, some yellow 
hair on the aeneous upper ocular margin, which is moderately puffed 
out. In $ , head almost punctate, sides of frons and face parallel 
almost to mouth ; pubescence black, long and dense on vertex, 
extending less densely to base of antennae, but replaced towards 
eye-margins by shorter yellowish depressed hairs. Face with 
whitish pubescence. Thorax and scutellum shining aeneous, both 
rather thickly clothed with brownish-yellow pubescence : dorsum 
with a pair of widely separated whitish-tomentose stripes and 
traces of a very narrow median line of the Same colour. Pleurae 
dull aeneous with a little greyish hair. Hind margin of scutellum 
concolorous. Abdomen dull aeneous-black, 2nd, 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments each with a pair of whitish lunulate dust-spots of the usual 
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size and shape, placed diagonally; upper ends approximate to one 
another above centre of segment; posterior ends of 1st and 3rd 
pairs reaching side margins near posterior angles of segments; 
2nd pair of spots not attaining margin. All the spots bear a 
little yellowish-white hair, which also occurs at the posterior 
angles of the segments and about the tip of the abdomen. The 
dark portions of. the surface are covered with almost microscopic 
black pubescence. Venter dull aeneous, with some pale yellowish 
hairs. Legs: femora aeneous-black, with rather thick yellowish 
pubescence on hinder and outer sides, and microscopic pubescence 
of the same colour on remainder of surface. Tibiae aeneous-black, 
rather broadly pale reddish-brovyn at base. Tarsi blackish, emar- 
ginations slightly reddish-brown; hiud metatarsi blackish on disc, 
reddish-brown towards sides and on under side. Wings grey, 
stigma blackish, incouspicuous; halteres pale yellowish. 

Length , 7 mm. 

Described from a single perfect <$ taken by (Japt. Evans, R.E., 
at Simla in August 1914, and presented by him to the Indian 
Museum. Further specimens of each sex from Simla, ix. 1898 
{Nurse). 

199. Enmera8 albifrons, Walk. (PI. VI, fig. 4.) 

JEumerus albifrons, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 224 (1852). 

Eumerus halictiformis, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 241 (1915). 

S $. Head : in c?, eyes quite bare, touching for a short dis¬ 
tance only, the front facets a little larger than the others. Frons 
strongly punctate, shining black with greyish dust except for a 
space bearing the two upper ocelli a little below the vertex, 
and a space lower on the frons bearing the 3rd ocellus. 
Blackish hairs on the frons rather thickly placed. Face 
and the narrow occipital margin wholly dusted with ash-grey, 
the former with whitish hair. Antennae rather elongate, 
blackish, 2nd joint wholly and the 3rd joint more or less, 
dull reddish-brown on the basal part. In the $ the frons is 
barely narrowed at the vertex, and at the level of the antennae 
is equal to one-fourth the width of the head; the lowest ocellus 
is less far removed from the others than in the £ ; the frons is 
moderately well covered with yellowish-grey hair. Thorax 
strongly punctate ; in ground-colour dusted with bluish-grey, with 
four large blackish spots filling most of the surface, anterior ones 
more or less rounded; two median dark stripes, leaving a grey 
intermediate space; pubescence whitish-grey ; pleurae grey with 
w'hitish-grey pubescence; scutellum aeneous or cupreous, with thick 
brownish-yellow hair; hind margin pale. Abdomen shining black ; 
on each of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments a pair of diagonally 
placed, grey, lunule-like, barely curved spots, beginning almost 
contiguous to one another in middle of segment near anterior 
margin, and extending to posterior corners, which they attain. 
Whole abdomen finely punctate. Venter dark. Legs: anterior 

6 
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femora and tibi® black, both brownish-yellow at both base and 
tip, the former with greyish-white hair behind, and the latter 
more extensively covered with similar hair. Hind femora con¬ 
siderably incrassate, seneous, covered with grey hair; hind tibi® 
®neous, covered with grey hair; knees and base of hind femora 
brownish-yellow. Anterior tarsi brownish-yellow with whitish 
reflections when viewed in certain lights; hind tarsi brown, the 
metatarsi much enlarged, black, with yellowish-grey hair above and 
rich golden-brown pubescence below. Wings nearly clear; stigma 
pale brownish-yellow; halteres pale brownish-yellow. 

Length, 5 mm. 

Described from one 3 and one $ (types of halictiformis) from 
Puri, Orissa Coast, 1-5. viii. 1910 ( Annanclale ). Also Coimbatore, 
S. India, 2000 ft., 8. viii. 1912; 18. viii. 1912; 19. ix. 1913; 
17. iv. 1913; Kangra Valley, 4500 ft., iv. 1899. 

Type (3 ) of albifrons in British Museum, without data ; types 
of halictiformis (3 $ ) in Indian Museum. The 3 type of halicti¬ 
formis agrees exactly with Walker’s type, which is iu good con¬ 
dition. 

200. Emnerus halictoides, Brun. (PI. VI, fig. 5.) 

Eumeru\kalictoides , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 242 (1915). 

3 Very near albifrons, Walk., but certainly distinct. The 
differences are as follows: —Eyes with grey pubescence in 
the frontal triangle in the 3 is distinctly yellow, with yellow 
hairs, in complete contrast to the whitish face. The 3rd antennal 
joint is nearly oblong, rounded above at the tip, instead of being 
broadly truncate; the thorax is a little, but obviously, cupreous, 
with two widely separated whitish dorsal lines; the hind margin of 
the scutellum is concolorous. The hind metatarsus is not greatly 
thicker than the rest of the hind tarsus and is longer proportionately 
than in halictiformis, in which the hind metatarsus is twice as broad 
as the other joints, and apparently flatter; lastly the tibi® and the 
tarsi are nearly wholly black except for the reddish-brown under 
side of the hind tarsi. The species is also slightly larger and 
more robust. 

Length, 5-6 mm. 

Described from a type 3 * from Darjiling, 2. x. 1908 (Brunetti), 
and a type $ from Simla, 9.v. 1909 (Annanclale); both in the 
Indian Museum. 

201. Enmerus pulverulentus, sp. nov. (PL VI, fig. 6.) 

3 ? Whole body black (excepting the ®neous-green scutellum), 
distinctly punctate, very slightly shining. Bead: eyes in 3 nar¬ 
rowly separated at their angular point of nearest approach ; bare 
except for a little very sparse pubescence on lower part; front 
facets much larger than the rest. Vertical triangle very large, 


* Of which the head is now missing. 
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grey-dusted and with greyish pubescence. Ocelli wide apart, che 
two spaces occupied respectively by the anterior ocellus and the 
htuder pair being nearly bare and bearing black hairs, the inter¬ 
vening surface covered with greyish dust. Face and lower part 
of head with snow-white tomentum and soft concolorous pubes- 
ceuce; face separated from frons at nearest approach of eyes by 
a narrow but very distinct shining black bare band. Antenna dark 
brown or blackish ; 2nd joint unusually long, two-thirds as long as 
3rd, bristly above; 3rd elongate, much longer than in any other 
Indian species, three times as long as wide, tip obtuse, arista 
dark. Occiput black, the ground-colour greyish in patches. 
Thorax black but ground-colour in considerable part dusty-grey, 
so as to leave, when the thorax is viewed from behind, two 
median stripes, two lat*ge spaces before suture and two behind it 
all blackish but of ill-defined shape. Sides of thorax very slightly 
shining black, grey-dusted and with a little grey pubescence. 
Scutelluin rather dark aeneous-green, generally quite differently 
coloured from thorax and abdomen, but sometimes less conspicu¬ 
ously so; hind margin distinctly greyish. Dorsum of thorax 
with short, rather depressed, yellowish-grey pubescence, scutellum 
with similar but longer pubescence. Abdomen black, with a pair 
of barely curved grey elongate spots of the usual shape on 2nd, 
3rd aud 4th segments, diagonally placed, their upper ends nearly 
meeting towards middle of anterior margin, their outer ends 
reaching hind corners, the second and third pairs united on side 
margins or along under side. A narrow median stripe begins at 
about middle of 4th segment and is continued to tip of abdomen; 
it is more conspicuous in $ Pubescence of abdomen following 
ground-colour. Legs : cox® and anterior femora dark brown, tips 
of latter and sometimes base also, brownish-orange ; hind femora 
all greenish-black or aeneous, or sometimes with upper aud inner 
sides more or less brown, exceedingly broadened vertically, with 
a row of short teeth on apical half of under side. Tibiae brownish 
or orange on basal half, blackish apically; tarsi brown, metatarsi 
black ; pubescence of legs greyish or whitish. Wings nearly clear; 
stigma yellowish-brown; halteres brownish-orange. 

Length , 4-5 J mm. 

Described from two 6 6 find nine $ $ from Pusa; all bred, 
30. iv. 1908, in stem of Euphorbia sp., “ C. No. 696,” and 
5. vi,1907, in stem of “ Sig” (? Fig), “ C. No. 535.” Type and 
2 sent to the British Museum, cotype and $ $ in the Pusa col¬ 
lection. One 2 f>‘om Abu (Kurse). This species is strikingly 
distinct from all others by the very elongate narrow antennae and 
l*v the median stripe on the 4th abdominal segment. Theyellow- 
iii.irgined scutelluin also separates it from the majority of the 
Oriental species. All the specimens are in inferior condition, but 
from amongst them it has not been difficult to diaguose the 
specific characters. 

s 2 
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202. Eumerus sexvittatus*, Brun. 

Eumerus sexvittatus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 245 (1915). 

$ Head blact, rather dull; vertex and upper part of frons 
with short black hairs ; ocelli small, dull, dark reddish ; lower 
part of frons with yellowish-grey hair; eyes with sparse white 
pubescence. Face, seen from below, whitish grey, with whitish- 
grey hair. Back of head black, with a little short whitish hair on the 
eye-orbits. Proboscis black, reddish-brown towards tip. Antennae 
black, 3rd joint rather large, ovate, lower part white-dusted. 
Thorax black, rather dull, with very short yellowish-brown hair 
covering all the dorsum and scutellum, and extending over the 
sides below the shoulders; no trace of fine longitudinal stripes; 
sides blackish. Hind margin of scutellum concolorous. Abdomen 
black, dull, 1st segment only with a little aeneous tinge ; 2ml, 
3rd and 4th segments with a pair of diagonally placed whitish 
elongate spots, each beginning near centre of segment, but well 
separated from one another, and reaching towards but not 
attaining hind corners. Abdominal pubescence black on the black 
parts and yellowish on the spots; also towards upper corners of 
abdomen and at the sides. Legs black, with yellowish-grey or 
whitish-grey pubescence. Bassl half of anterior tibiae (and, appar¬ 
ently occasionally, the extreme tips of the femora; reddish-brown, 
the colour on the hind pair of legs much restricted; middle tarsi 
reddish-brown, except towards tips. Hind femora greatly in- 
crassated as usual, hind metatarsi considerably incrassate. Wings 
pale grey, stigma brownish ; signs of a very slight brownish suf¬ 
fusion across the middle of the wing. Halteres yellow. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from one £ from Bhowali, Kumaon District, 
5700 ft., October 1909 (Imnis). In the Indian Museum. 

203. Eumerus perpensus, Brun . 

Eumerus perpensa, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xiii, p. 88 (1917). 

d $ Head : in d , eyes with brown pubescence, closely contiguous 
fora distance greater than height of frontal triangle; vertical tri¬ 
angle black with a slight aeneous tinge and yellow pubescence; 
ocelli small, placed at lower extremity of triangle amid a littlo 
black hair. Frons and face with white tomentum, latter with white 
pubescence also. Occiput rather broad behind upper part of 
eyes, rather aeneous-black, but dying away at middle of eyes 
laterally. An,tenure moderately dark, paler on inner side, 3rd joint 
approximately ovate, arista black. Mouth-parts brown. In $, 
froris and face aeneous-black, seen to be grey-dusted when viewed 
at a low angle ; frons with rather dense dark brown and yellow 
hairs; face with white pubescence. Thorax aeneous blue-black, 
shining, with two narrow whitish well-separated median stripes 
ending some distance before the scutellum ; latter wholly blue- 
black; dorsum of thorax with yellow pubescence, that on 
scutellum, greyish. A little yellowish pubescence on anterior 
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half of side margins of thorax. Sides of thorax .aeneous-black, 
with greyish pubescence, except for a fan-shaped row of bright 
yellow hairs in front of the wing-base. Abdomen shinir^g aeneous 
blue-black with minute greyish pubescence, which is only obvious 
at the side margins and on the spots. The usual three pairs of 
sublunate spots placed ou the hinder half of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
segments, only the latter pair extending over side margins. The 
spots are of about equal width, the 3rd pair more indistinct; all 
are white-haired. Each pair of spots begins at about the 
middle of the segment, and the spots are well separated at their 
inner upper ends, 2nd pair terminating a little further from the 
hind margin of the segment than the 1st, whilst the 3rd pair 
terminate still further troui the hind margin than the 2nd pair. 
Venter more or less pale brown. Some longer pubescence at 
sides of 2nd segment. Legs mainly aeneous-black, shining. Tips 
of femora rather narrowly, about basal half and inner sides of 
anterior tibiae, and base of hind tibiae, also tips of all tibiae, 
brownish-yellow. Tarsi brown with pale pubescence, hind pair 
with gold-browu pubescence on under side. A double row of 
six small black spines below hind femora near tip. Wings 
vitreous, iridescent; stigma brown, small, distinct ; balteres 
brow nish-vellow. 

Length , 7 mm. 

Described from a single <j> in the Indian Museum from Pliagu, 
Simla District, 18-21. v. 1916 (Annandale 4' Kemp). Simla, 
viii. 1898 (Aurse), 1 6 . 

204. Eujnerus per plexus, Brun. 

Eutnerust perplex'd, Brunetti, Ilec. Ind. Mus. xiii, p. 80 (1917). 

$. Allied to p£r/wiSM,but showing the following differences:— 
Eyes with weak brownish pubescence. Antennae blackish; 3rd 
joint rounded, with greyish bloom, not lighter on inner side. 
Dorsal pale thoracic stripes apparently less distinct. Abdomen 
deeper blue-black and the white pubescence on the spots and 
sides of abdomen a little more conspicuous. Middle tibiae and 
tarsi wholly orange, latter a little obscure on upper side; hind 
tar>i more orange than in perpensns. Wings distinetlv grey. 

Described from a unique $ from Simla, 12-13. v. 1913 
(Annandale). In the Indian Museum. Barely longer than 
perpensns , but a more stoutly built species, and apparently dis¬ 
tinct though the differences are difficult to define. 


Genus TEMNOSTOMA, St. Faro, et Serv. 

Tenmostoma, St. Fargeau et Serville, Enevcl Method, x, p. 618 
(1826). 

Microrhincns , Lioy, Atti Isti. Vencto, (3) ix, p. 671 (1864). 

Genotype, Milesia bombglans , Fabr.; by Coquillett’s desig¬ 
nation (1910). 
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Head : semicircular, broader than thorax; eyes bare, in $ 
touching for a short space or very approximate, wide apart in $ : 
face cut away below' antennm moderately, thence gently curving 
outwards towards the moderately produced mouth-edge, in pro¬ 
file obtuse, central bump sometimes present; antenna) prominent, 
rather short, placed on a prominence, 3rd joint round, rather 
flattened, arista basal, bare. Thorax large, robust, fairly arched, 
generally with yellow' markings. Abdomen nearly twice as long 
ns thorax, as wide or very slightly wider ; curved, with yellow 
bands. Legs rather strong; hind femora elongate, unarmed ; hind ' 
tibiae curved. Wings at rest folded over abdomen, generally with 
a brown patch towards wing-tip on anterior margin ; marginal 
cell open; anterior cross-vein distinctly, but not greatly, beyond 
middle of discal cell, oblique ; tip of 1st posterior cell very pointed; 
anal vein continued practically in a straight lfne to wing-border. 

Life-history. The European T. vespiforme has been bred from 
larvaB found in decaying wood {teste Meigen, cited by Lundbeck, 
Diptera Danica, v, p. 553, 1916). The adults occur on flowers 
and bushes and are always rare. 

Bange. Europe, Siberia, Caucasus, India, .iSorth America. 

205. Temnostoma nigrimanus, Bnin. (emend.). 

Temnostoma nigrtmana, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 246, pl.xiii, 
fig. 15, abdomen (1915). 

<?. Head wholly bright yellow with concolorous tomentum and 
a little yellow hair along eye-margins below antennae ; antennal 
prominence, facial bump and mouth-opening a little more orange; 
oral orifice, proboscis and a short bJack stripe reaching from low'er 
corner of each eye half-way to end of snout, black. Antennae orange, 
1st joint and basal half of 2nd black, arista dull orange. Vertex 
reddish-brown with long black hairs in front and brow nish-yellow 
hair behind; occiput greyish, with a fringe of yellow hairs behind 
eyes, becoming longer on under side of head and hinder part of 
cheeks. Thorax slightly shining black, a trace of a pair of narrow 
median grey stripes towards anterior margin; humeri conspicuously 
bright yellow, anterior margin on inner side of either humerus dull 
reddish-orange ; an elongate brownish-orange spot on the side of 
the dorsum just above and in front of the wing, reaching to the 
similarly coloured posterior ealli; a rather small oval bright 
lemon-yellow’ spot on propleura. Pubescence of disc of dorsum 
rather thick, black; bright yellow on humeri and on pleura below 
the lemon-coloured spot; reddish on the marginal spot above the 
wings and on posterior calli, w'here there are black hairs inter¬ 
mixed. Scutellum reddish-brown, base black nearly to middle, 
long yellow hairs on anterior half and brownish-black hairs on 
posterior half. A large bunch of long reddish-orange hair on 
mesopleura. Abdomen black; 1st segment with bright brown 
hair at sides; 2nd with a reddish-brown hind border, w hich is 
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widest towards the sides, and with a bright chrome-yellow, 
moderately narrow band in front of the middle ; 3rd with a similar 
drange band in front of the middle and another on the posterior 
margin; 4th similar to 3rd, but the hinder band much 
wider; genitalia wholly reddish-brown. Pubescence on dorsum 
of abdomen mainly bright yellow, becoming brown on the black 
parts of the surface; mainly black on 4th segment and genitalia. 
Venter black, with a rather narrow yellowish band on posterior 
margin of segments. Legs principally orange; coxae, and a broad 



Fig. 50 .—Temnostoma nigrimamts, Brun., abdom> n. 

stripe on under side of hind femora, black; a black streak on 
front side of middle femora; apical half of fore tibiae, 
and the fore tarsi wholly, black. Pubescence on legs mainly 
yellow, bright lemon-yellow and short on basal parts of tibiae. 
Wings yellowish-grey, anterior part brownish-yellow as far inwards 
as to fill both basal cells; halteres yellow. 

Length , 16 mm. 

Described from two S c? in the Indian Museum from Garhwal 
District, 11,000 ft., vi. 1014. There is a considerable general 
resemblance at first sight between this species and my Milesia 
ferruginosa , which is not rare in the Kumaon District. 


Genus MILESIA, Lair. 

Milesia , Latreille, Hist. Nat. Crust. Ins. xiv, p. 361 (1804). 

Sphixea, Rnndnni, Nuov. Aunal.Sci. Nat. Bolog. (2) ii, p.4-55 (1844). 
Sphgxeea, ltondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 223 (1856). 

Genotype, Syq> hus splendidus , Eossi, Faun. Etrus. ii, p. 292 
(1790)*. 


* A little obscurity attaches to the correct application of tbe name Milesia, 
which is ably discussed by Verrall (Brit. Flies, Syrph. p. 629) in bis comparison 
of this genus with its allies. No definite type seems to have been chosen. 
Verrall shows that Sphixea, Rond., is absolutely synonymous with Milesia , 
and the choice of a type appears to lie between crahro/iiformis and splcndida, 
with perhaps ornata, Fabr., as u third. The older names suggested by some 
lor the first two species, I decline to recognise. 
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Head semicircular, broader than thorax; eyes bare, contiguous 
for a short distance in d» wider apart in $; face hollowed below 
antennae, slightly produced over upper mouth-edge, truncate; pro¬ 
boscis usually rather prominent, palpi extremely small ; antennae 
moderately long, porrect, placed on a distinct prominence ; arista 
bare. Thorax large and robust, oblong, generally with yellow 
markings ; scutellum pellucid. Abdomen twice as long and about 
as wide as thorax; only slightly arched, with yellow markings, 
generally cross-bands. Legs strong; hind femora lengthened, 
with a tooth-like process towards tip on under side. Wings 



Fig. 51 .—Milesia sexmaculata, Brun., d 


narrow, with the unusual character in this subfamily of possess¬ 
ing a closed marginal cell; anterior cross-vein very oblique, placed 
far beyond middle of disc-al cell; 3rd vein with a distinct, though 
generally shallow, loop into the 1st posterior cell; outer sides of 
1st posterior and discal cells almost in a continuous slightly curved 
line; anal vein almost recurrent. 

Life-history apparently unknown. 

Range. Europe, Asia, Africa, Orient, North America, Brazil. 
The home of this magnificent genus seems to be South Asia 
and the East Indian Islands. A few notes on some of the 
Oriental species were given by me in Bee. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 248 
(1915). 

Table o f Species. 

1. Abdomen with distinct pairs of spots; with or 

without additional transverse bands 
Abdomen with transverse pale bands only; 
never with pairs of spots 

2. Abdomen with three pairs of clear-cut yellow 

spots; no other abdominal markings 
Abdomen with other yellow markings in addi¬ 
tion to three distinct pairs of spots 


4. 

[p. 265. 

sexmaculata , Brun., 
3. 
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8. Markings of 2nd and 3rd segments each con¬ 
sisting of a pair of large triangular anterior 
marks aud a pair of smaller triangular marks 
beyond middle ; 4th segment with four sub¬ 
equal spots, the two on each side more or less 
connected along the lateral margin 
Markings of 2nd segment consisting of a very 
large pair of oblong-yellow spots nearly meet¬ 
ing in median line, und a broad yellow band 
near hind margin, so that the segment is 
nearly all vellow; 3rd and 4th segments 
rather similar, but front spots much nar¬ 
rower, transversely placed on front margin \ 
the hind pale band .very broad, produced for¬ 
wards triangularly in middle. 

4. Vertex conspicuously swollen. 

Vertex normal, t. e. nearly or quite flush with 

6 J 08 . • . 

5. Band on anterior margin of 2nd abdominal 

segment very wide, reaching to middle or 
bevoud . . .... 

This band very narrow, never filling even a 
quarter of the segment* .. .. .... 

6. Wings rather clearly divided at the spurious 

vein into a brown anterior half and a nearly 

clear hinder half .... 

Wings yellowish-grey, gradually paling hind- 
wards 

7. Femora normally orange or orange-brown 
Hind femora black nearly to tip 


[p. 266. 

maculanSf Wied., 


[p. 268. 

variegata, Brun., 
verticalis, sp. n., 

[p. 269. 
5. 


balteata , Kert., p.272. 
6 . 


[p. 273. 

ferrugino8a , Brun., 

7. 

gigas, Macq., p. 271. 
decora, sp.n.,p.274. 


M. semifulva , de Meijere, is not included in the table, as I 
think that gigas, Macq., is-a very variable species; it varies in 
both body and legs from orange-brown to black, and in this case 
it would absorb the form semifulva. 


206. Milesia sexmaculata, Brun. 

Milesia sexmaculata, Bvunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 248 (1915). 

c S Bead: eyes touching for a distance equal to one-third of 
the height of the frons, which is yellowish, in the form of au 
elongate isosceles triangle with yellowish hair; the ocelli red, 
inconspicuous. Eye-facets in front for a short space just per¬ 
ceptibly larger than the others. Face moderately projecting, with 
brownish-yellow tomentose dusting, becoming paler yellowish 
about the mouth, the latter black ; cheeks black. Occiput dark 
grey with pale yellowish-grey margin, with a row of short grey 
hairs behind the eyes. Proboscis black, shining, projecting, 
two-thirds as long as the height of the head. Antennae dull 


* If. os I suspect, de Meijere’s semifulva is synonymous with gigas, Macq., 
then ihe pale band must be defined as reaching to nearly one-third the length 
of the segment from the front margin. 
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ferruginous-brown with copcolorous style. Thorax : dorsum dull 
black; shoulders, and a lateral stripe extending above the wings 
from shoulders to scutellum, yellowish-brown; two dorsal median, 
rather thin, yellowish-grey stripes, a little dilated on anterior 
margin, and reaching nearly to posterior margin, on which latter 
is an indistinct yellow-tomentose streak. Scutellum shining 
black, with a distinct yellowish-brown posterior margin ; meta- 
notum shining black. Surface of thorax and scutellum covered 
with yellow hair. Sides of thorax blackish, apparently with a yel¬ 
lowish spot on the mesopleurae; stigmatic spots yellow. Abdomen 
black, shining, 1st segment wholly black ; 2nd with a yellow 
transverse sublunate spot on each side near the base, and con¬ 
tiguous to side margin; the two spots fairly widely separated 
from one another. On 3rd segment a nearly similar pair of 
yellow spots which are more elongate-conical in shape and 
similarly situated ; on 4th segment a pair of yellow, nearly tri¬ 
angular, spots similarly situated; all six spots of about same size 
and colour. Abdomen with close black pubescence, except that 
over the spots, which is yellow. Venter black, yellowish at base 
of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments, the yellow colour forming two spots 
on 2nd segment. Legs bright brownish-yellow; anterior femora 
with a black streak above and below on basal half; hind femora 
considerably enlarged, with a conspicuous reddish tooth-like pro¬ 
longation on under side towards the tip ; black, except at tips, the 
reddish-brown colour more extensive on under side. All legs with 
short yellow pubescence, but hinder side of middle and hind tibiae 
with a very thick long fringe of bright yellow hair; (hind tarsi 
missing). Wings yellowish-grey, subcostal cell brownish-yellow ; 
halteres very small, yellow. 

Lengthy 23 mm. 

Described from a single <3 from Trivandrum, Travancore 
State: in the Indian Museum, received from the Trivandrum 
Museum. 


207. Milesia ? macularis, Wiecl. 

Milesia macularis, Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 34 (1824); id., 
Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 107 (1830); Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, 2, p. 82 
(1842). 

$ Head yellow’, closely covered with bright yellow' tomentum 
and minute concolorous pubescence ; frons at level of antennae 
about ^ width of head,nairo\ving at vertex to between { and ^ of this 
Width; vertical triangle brownish, & narrow brown stripe thence, 
gradually widening, to tip of antennal prominence and continued 
below antennae to mouth-border ; a short browm stripe from near 
lower corner of eye to mouth-border. Antennae brow’nish-orange, 
tip of 3rd joint a little darker, arista orange. Occiput yellowish ; 
margin w'ith a little yellow pubescence. Proboscis and other 
mouth-parts orange-brown. Thorax : dorsum reddish-brown. 
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punctulate; huuieri yellow, rather prominent; two yellow-tomen- 
tose, rather narrow, well-separated stripes, slightly broader 
anteriorly, from front to hind margin of thorax, with (extending 
from behind suture to hind margin) a black stripe on inner side 
of each yellow stripe; the space between these black stripes 
brightly yellow-tomentose; suture yellow-tomentose from side 
margin up to the longitudinal yellow stripe; hind corners of 
dorsum vellow-tomenf ose. Pleurae all bright yellow; scutellum 
orange-brown, with hind margin distinctly yellow, narrowly 
blackish just inside the yellow margin. Pubescence of thorax 
very inconspicuous, apparently following ground-colour. Abdomen 
blackish with yellow marks, punctulate; 1st segment black, 
anterior corners distinctly, and anterior margin narrowly, pale. 
2nd segment best described as yellow with a moderately broad 
median black stripe, and with a black stripe from middle of fore 



Fig. 52 .—Milesia ? macularis, Wied., var., abdomen. 

border to each hind corner, also with hind margin black; thus 
leaving a large yellow triangle on each anterior corner of segment 
and a pair of smaller triangles on middle part of hinder half of 
segment. 3rd segment exactly as 2nd. 4th segment yellow 
with a moderately broad median stripe, a very broad transverse 
band across middle, not reaching sides, and a broadly brown- 
orange hind margin; thus leaving four elongate yellow spots 
placed transversely, the two on each side distinctly joined on the 
margin of the segment. 5th segment wholly brownish-yellow. 
Venter brownish-yellow ; hind margins of 2nd and 3rd segments 
brown. Pubescence of abdomen very short and inconspicuous, 
following ground-colour. Legs : anterior pairs yellow; anterior 
tarsi black on upper side except at base, but with a yellowish 
sheen in certain lights. Hind legs yellow; hind femora with a 
dark brown streak on upper side, an indistinct brown ring in 
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middle, and tips more orl'ess brownish ; hind tibiae with an indis¬ 
tinct brown ring in middle ; bind tarsi as front pair. Pubescence 
of legs very short and inconspicuous, yellow except on tarsi, where 
it is black. Wings pale grey; anterior half yellowish-brown, a 
little darker over the insignificant stigma and thence nearly to tip 
of 2nd basal cell; also a little darker over base of 1st posterior 
cell. Hal teres yellow. 

Length , 15 mm. 

Described from a single $ in the Indian Museum from 
Singla, Darjiling District, 1500 ft., iv. 1913 ( Lord Carmichael's 
collector). 

This specimen was referred by me (Rec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 268) 
to macularis with some doubt, the discrepancies being the presence 
of the smaller yellow spots on the 2nd to 4th segments, and a 
different coloration of antennae and legs. I have now ventured 
to assume its identity with Wiedemann’s species, which is re¬ 
corded from Singapore, Java, Sumatra and Borneo. A $ in the 
British Museum from the Ataran Valley, Tenasserim, iv. 1892 
{Bingham), agrees closely with the Singla example. 

208. Milesia variegata, Brim. 

Milesia variegata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 80, fig., thorax and 
abdomen, 3 (1908) ; de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 229 (1908). 

3 2 Bead : vertex narrow, black, with black hairs ; a small 
yellow triangle just above the juncture of the eyes, which are 
contiguous for only a short space; frons and face bright lemon- 
yellow, with a broad shining black stripe on each cheek: frontal 
prominence blackish-brown. Antennze red-brown, 1st and 2nd 
joints with one or two strong bristles above and below towards 
the tips. Proboscis blackish-brown. Back of head grey, posterior 
orbit of eyes with yellow hair, longest below. In $, frons and 
face gradually widening, former at vertex less than one-fifth 
width of head; both from pale to deep yellow, with a broad black 
stripe from vertex to base of antennae. Thorax mainly blackish. 
Humeral calli with a small oblong spot below each ; prae-alar calli, 
meso-, ptero-, sterno- and metapleurae, also posterior border of 
thoracic dorsum, bright lemon-yellow. Two yellowish-grey stripes, 
narrowed behind, extend from the anterior margin to the centre 
of the dorsum, where they meet two similar ones extending 
inwards from either prae-alar callus. Scutellum black at base, the 
posterior half yellow, with* yellow hair; the whole thorax and 
scutellum covered with short, soft yellowish-grey hair. Abdomen: 
1st segment shining black, yellowish towards each side in front. 
2nd segment lemon-yellow with a very narrow black posterior 
border; a dorsal, clean-cut, rather narrow, black stripe extends 
more than half the distance from the base, when it meets a trans¬ 
verse narrow line, almost parallel with the posterior border, but 
eurved forward towards the sides, 3rd and 4th segments pinkish- 
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brown, with very narrow, black posterior borders, and a short 
dorsal stripe, which immediately divides, and extends to each side 
in the shape of a loop, attaining the edge just before the middle 
of the segment; posterior half of 3rd segment blackish, the colour 
extended forward in middle; 4th segment narrowly black at base. 
Genitalia not conspicuous, yellowish-brown. Whole abdomen 
covered with short yellow hair on the yellow parts, and short 
black hair on remainder, with rather long yellow hair at sides, 
and with a row of moderately long black hairs on posterior border 
of 4th segment. Venter yellow on basal half, with a blackish, 
narrow', central line; blackish on posterior half, entirely covered 
W'ith light yellow soft fluffy hair. Legs: fore cox® shining black 
w'ith 6oft yellow hair; posterior cox® apparently yellow, with a 
black streak below, all covered with close long yellow hair. Femora 
orange-yellow, with a long black streak on under side ; hind pair 
with a diffused black streak above also, and bearing a moderately 
long orange-yellow spine below, near the tip. All femora with 
long yellow hair, with some short rows of black hair intermixed ; 
the hair being scarcest on upper side of anterior femora, and 
thickest on lower and inner sides of hind pair. Tibi® tawny- 
brown, the fore pair darker towards the tip, the middle pair much 
lighter, the hind pair darker; all the tibia with minute yellow 
pubescence, and with long yellow hair on the under side, consist¬ 
ing of a single shorter fringe on the fore pair, a long and a short 
fringe on the middle pair, while the hind pair are densely covered 
on the whole of the lower and inner sides. Tarsi yellowish-tawny, 
with short yellow' pubescence; upper sides blackish-brown. Wings 
pale grey, brow nish along anterior margin, and having the slightest 
possible trace of a dark suffusion towards tip. Halteres, stems 
yellow, knobs red-brown. 

Length , 20 mm. 

The description is mainly from a perfect 3 in the Indian 
Museum from Sikkim. A second specimen from the Darjiling 
District, 1000-3000 ft. (Lord Carmichael's collector '); and de 
Meijere has seen the species from Sikkim, a single 3 in the 
Hungarian National Museum. A series of both sexes in the 
British Museum from the Kunjit Valley, Sikkim, v. 1894 (Bing¬ 
ham): lvhnsi Hills, Assam ( Sladen ); Assam ( Badgley) and the 
Domdami Valley, Tenasserim, 27 viii. 1893 (Bingham). 


209. Milesia verticalis, sp. nov. 

3 2 Head : 3 , orange-yellow ; eyes contiguous only at a 

point, facets almost of uniform size ; vertex and vertical triangle 
very conspicuously swollen, deeper orange; occipital margin 
behind eyes railier broad in profile, all these parts with dense 
orange-yellow pubescence. Ocelli very small, close together, 
placed just below middle of vertical prominence. Frons, face 
and cheeks with yellow tomentum and a little yellow pubesceuce 
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here anil there; a narrow black line from lower corner of eye to 
mouth-tip. A reddish irregular spot above base of antennas; 
latter brownish-orange, normal, with orange arista. Mouth¬ 
opening, proboscis and palpi black. In £ » frons with parallel 
sides for upper half from vertex, thence gradually widening; at 
greatest width over one-third width of head, the face gradually 
narrowing ; in all else as in Thorax : anterior margin of 

dorsum rather broadly, humeri and area immediately below them, 
orange-yellow with dense short concolorous pubescence. Rest of 
thorax and scutellum rather dull black with sparse short yellow 
pubescence. Some stiff black hairs along sides of dorsum in 
region of wing-base; pleurae with sparse black hairs here and 
there. Scutellum concolorous, with similar pubescence, anterior 
margin narrowly and very conspicuously yellow. Abdomen rather 
dull black; 2nd segment with a narrow brownish-orange band 
behind base, narrowly interrupted in middle and not reaching 
side margins ; a similar, barely perceptible, band on 3rd segment; 
4th segment with about apical third brownish-orange. Pubes¬ 
cence of abdomen short and dense, though inconspicuous; blackish- 
brown, but that on hind margins of 2nd and 3rd segments and 
apical third of 4th segment is rather longer and more depressed 
and shining bronze-brown, appearing almost like an additional 
transverse band on each of these segments. Genitalia concealed, 
rather large, globular, brownish-orange with concolorous pubes¬ 
cence. Venter black, pubescent, indistinctly paler at emargina- 
tions of segments and at tip. Legs practically black, but front 
femora dark brown except for a black elongate spot on lower side 
at base -, posterior femora on apical half, middle femora on inner 
side also, and posterior tibiae, all more or less tinged with dark 
mahogany-brown. Pubescence of legs black, moderately dense 
on femora but longer behind; middle tibiae with dense long 
pubescence on inner and hinder sides, and hind tibiae with similar 
pubescence on inner side only. Anterior pulvilli brownish- 
orange ; all tarsi with very short brownish-orange pubescence. 
TFi'ntjrs yellowish-grey; anterior half dark brown, fading a little 
distally ; the colour very sharply delimited hindwards at the vena 
spuria , the space between this vein and the 5th vein absolutely 
and conspicuously hyaline as far as the anterior cross-vein. 
5th vein slightly clouded with yellowish-brown ; balteres brown. 

Length , 20-26 mm.; expanse of wings 42 mm. 

Described from 7 6 6 and a unique $ from above Tura, Garo 
Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., 15. vii-30. viii. 1917 {Kemp). In the 
Indian Museum. 

This very handsome hornet-like species closely resembles 
M. gigas, Macq., but the thick bright orange-yellow band behind 
the eyes and the conspicuously elevated vertex at once distinguish 
it, whilst the hyaline space in the 2nd basal cell is also very 
characteristic. There are several other differences which, how¬ 
ever, are not so striking. 
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210. Milesia gig&s, Macq. 

Milesia <jigas , Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins., Dipt, i, p.533 (1834); id!, 
Dipt. Exot. ii, 1*, p. 80, pi. xv, fig. 3 (1842). 

Milesia semifulra, de Meijere, Bijd. tot Dierk. xvii, p. 99/ pi. viii, 
fig. 16 (1904). 

d $ Very near M. vei-ticalis , but variable in sjze. Head : 
vertex only just perceptibly above level of eyes ; back of head not 
projecting behind eves in profile; whole head more yellowish than 
orange, and thetomentutn pale yellow; only the faintest trace of 
a stripe on cheeks. Thorax varying from orange-brown, with 
three more or less indefinite or incomplete, moderately wide, black 
stripes not quite reaching either front or hind margin, to an 
almost entirely blackish dorsum with dull orange-brown anterior 
corners, indistinct narrow sutural band and hind margin. Pleurae 
and scutellum varying from wholly orange-brown (with or without 
a blackish spot on mesopleurse) to wholly blackish. Pubescence 
of thorax pale to brownish-yellow. Abdomen varying from 
orange-brown to blackish; in latter case 4th segment wholly black 
or with hinder half reddish-orange. A narrow, pale yellowish, 
slightly arcuate band on anterior margin of 2nd segment; 3rd 
segment with a still narrower yellow band on extreme anterior 
margin, almost imperceptible in centre. Venter with bases of 
segments broadly yellowish. Pubescence of abdomen mainly very 
short, pale vollow, but darker towards sides in dark specimens. 
Leys ; tore pair orange-brown, a broad black streak below on basal 
half of femora and one on hinder side of tibiae; middle legs wholly 
orange-brown, with long brownish-yellow pubescence below 
femora and very long, bright yellow, coarse pubescence on hinder 
side of tibiae ; hind femora from orange to blackish-brown, in the 
latter case sometimes more or less orange-brown at base and tips; 
hiud tibias similar; hind tarsi from golden-brown to dark brown 
above, paler below. There is a distinct, moderate-sized tooth 
on the under side of the bind femora near the tip. Pubescence 
of hind legs bright yellow to blackish-brown, generally following 
ground-colour of body ; very long and dense on under and hinder 
sides of femora, and on inner and front sides of tibiae. Wings 
pale yellowish-grey; anterior half down to about the spurious 
vein a little more brownish. In all else as in verticalis. 

Length* 20-27 mm. 

Described from three d d and one $ in the Indian Museum in 
indifferent condition ; two of them from the Darjiling District, 
1000-3000 ft., v. 1912. In one d the band on the 2nd abdominal 
segment is more whitish and nearly translucent and wider towards 
the sides, whilst the sides anteriorly of the 3rd segment and nearly 
all the 4th segment have a rich brown tinge. Also described 
partly from other specimens in the British Museum. Khasi Hills, 
Assam ( Sladen ); Moolau, Burma, ii. 1892 ( Bingham ); Bukit 
Kutu, Selangor (Robinson). Described originally from Java, and 
also recorded from Sumatra. 



272 


SYRPHIDjE. 


I believe this species varies from entirely orange-brown to 
practically all-blackish with the margins of the thorax and tip of 
the abdomen orange-brown, the latter condition being exemplified 
in the Selangor specimen. 

211. Milesia balteata, Kert. 

Milesia balteata, Kert6sz, TermtSs. Fiizet. xxiv, p. 414 (1901). 

Milesia himalayensis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind.Mus. ii, p. 82, 3 $(1908). 

(3 $ . Head : cJ, vertex shining black, a very small grey-headed 
triangle just above junction of eyes; Irons and face blackish- 
grey, shining, with silvery reflections when seen from above; 
frontal prominence dark brown ; antennae dull orange to dark 
brown. Back of head grey, posterior orbit of eyes with a little 
short greyish hair. $,frons vellowish-grey; a broad shining 
bare black stripe (occupying nearly whole width of frontal space) 
extending from vertex to frontal prominence ; lower part of face 
and cheeks shining black, nearly bare, without whitish reflections, 
but with traces of a greyish stripe on cheeks. Thorax : ground¬ 
colour blackish, covered with close ferruginous-brown hair(cf); 
or greenish-yellow tomentose, with greenish-yellow hair ( $ ). 
Humeral ealli concolorous in 3 , yellow, with yellowish hair in $ , 
with a small, oval, yellow spot below each of them. Sides of thorax 
dark grey, with a considerable amount of brownish, rough hair 
in ; in $ barer, with a little sparse grey hair, and a stripe 
below wing-sections extending to the scutellum ; the latter is light 
brown in S' and yellow in $, in both sexes with yellow hair. 
Abdonien in 3 dark brown; in $ shining metallic-blue; in both 
sexes with a broad bright lemon-yellow band at the base of the 
2nd segment, occupying more than half of it; a very narrow 
yellow band near the base of the 3rd segment in $ Dorsum 
covered in 3 with yellow hair mixed with black, but wholly 
yellow on the cross-band; hair on sides of abdomen brown, 
except towards base, where it is longest, yellow and silky. In 
$, dorsum clothed with yellow hair on cross-hand, and minute 
black hair elsewhere, except at sides towards base, where it is thick 
and yellow, but shorter than in 3 Legs black, shining, with some 
blackish-brown hairs on hind pair, and a not very strong black tooth 
on under side of hind femur near tip ( 3 $ ). Femora black, tips 
tawny ; some black short bristly hairs, mixed with yellow hairs, on 
lower side of fore pair; middle pair with long brownish-yellow 
hair above and below (much longer in 6 ); hind pair in 3 
covered with long yellow hair on upper side, and longer brown 
hair on under side; in $ , some short yellow silky hair on upper 
side, and brown hair below, which is neither as long or as thick 
as in 3 The fore tibiae ( <? $ ) are tawny, with a long black 
streak in front, extending from tip nearly to base; in 3 tlmre 
are minute black hairs in front, and longer black silky hairs 
behind; in $ they are nearly bare, only a few short, black hairs 
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being present. Middle tibiae bright lemon-yellow (<$ $ ), with 
soft pale yellow hair, which is very long behind, in the <3; 
whereas in the $ they are almost bare, except forsome moderately 
long pale yellow hairs behind. Hind tibiae blackish-brown 
(darker in <3 ) ; tips narrowly brown (<3 ), or this colour spread 
more or less over upper side towards tip ( ? ); in <3 the hind 
tibiae have a fringe of long and very thick dark brown hairs on the 
front, outer and hinder sides, longest on the latter, whilst in the 
$ they have only very short black hairs, which attain to a short 
row of bristly hairs on upper side, and some moderately long silky 
brownish-black hairs on lower side. Tarsi blackish-brown, with 
short black hairs; basal joint of middle pair pale yellow in $ 
above and below; under side of hind pair with gold-brown short 
pubescence. Wings pale grey, a little darker yellowish-brown 
from the anterior margin to about the 3rd longitudinal vein. 
Halteres tawny. Squamte pale yellow, with long yellow hair. 

Length , 13-22 min. 

Described from a <3 from Assam (Sibsagar) and a $ from 
Sikkim, both in the Indian Museum collection in excellent con¬ 
dition. A further series from Darjiling District confirms the 
characters of the species. Darjiling, 7000 ft., 31. iii. 1894 
(Bingham); Sibsagar, Assam (&. E. Paul); Khasi Hills, Assam 
( SlaiUn ; Godwin-Austen) and Lower Ranges, 1878 ( Chennell ); 
Runjit Valley, Sikkim, v. 1891 (Bingham); S. Shan States, 
4000 ft., xi. 1899 (Bingham); Domdami Valley, Tenasserim, 
27 viii. 1893 (Bingham). The identity of my himalayensis with 
halteata , Kertesz, was pointed out by de Meijere (Tijd. v. Ent. li, 
p. 229, 1908). 

212. JKilesia ferruginosa, Bran. 

Mtlesia femiginosa, Brunetti, Kec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 268, pi. xiv, 
fig. 12 (1913). 

<5 2 fJead rich shining yellowish or yellowish-brown. In <3, 
eyes very closely approximate, but not absolutely contiguous, for 
a distance of about 10 facets. Vertical triangle elongate, orange- 
brown, raised above level of eyes, with black pubescence; frons 
and face bright chrome- to orange-yellow; antennas and arista 
orange. Proboscis, palpi and Jabella blackish. Occiput dusted 
with bright yellow. In $, with a large, approximately oval, 
bright^rellow-dusted spot on each side of middle of frons con¬ 
tiguous to eyes ; traces of yellow dust on cheeks and above 
mouth-opening, where are also a few short yellowish hairs. Frons 
just above autetime one-third the width of the head, diminishing 
to half that width at vertex, with a few scattered black hairs. 
Thorax brownish-yellow; dorsum mainly filled by three nearly or 
quite contiguous black stripes of equal width, not attaining 
anterior margin, but the two outer stripes reaching posterior 
margin ; the spaces between the stripes on anterior part occu¬ 
pied by two narrow dust-lines, broadest in front, and extending 

T 
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posteriorly to just beyond the suture. Humeral calli distinct, 
a little brighter yellow. Whole dorsum with minute black or 
yellow pubescence, following the ground-colour. Scutellum deep 
reddish, broadly black at base, whole surface with moderately 
long black softer pubescence and numerous isolated longer hairs ; 
posterior border with a sparse fringe of very short golden-yellow 
hairs. Sides of thorax black; mesopleura wholly, and the 
adjacent margins of the pteropleura and sternopleura broadly, 
with a space below the shoulders, brownish-yellow. Abdomen : 
1st segment entirely black ; 2nd black, with a very narrow but well- 
defined lemon-yellow band a little beyond the base, apex of segment 
with short yellow hairs ; 3rd and 4th segments with a mode¬ 
rately broad chrome-yellow band at base, followed by a narrow, 
not well defined, though distinct, black band, more or less 
emarginate in the middle, the remainder of each segment rather 
bright reddish-yellow. The whole dorsum of the abdomen has 
short recumbent yellow hairs, which are nearly whitish on the 
1st segment and become more reddish-yellow on the 3rd and 4th 
segments. Genitalia withdrawn, apparently fairly large, reddish- 
yellow with black hairs. Venter black, yellow-haired, posterior 
margins of segments narrowly yellow. Legs: femora reddish- 
yellow or orange ; basal half of posterior pairs black, inner sides 
of anterior femora with black stiff pubescence, hinder sides with 
longer and softer hairs, especially on apical half. Hind femora 
with a small yellowish tooth just beyond two-thirds of their 
length; pubescence covering most of the femur yellowish, but 
some longer black hairs on under side. Tibiae yellow, posterior 
pairs paler, all with short and rather close pale yellow pubescence. 
Tarsi pale yellow with concolorous pubescence, fore pair with 
traces of blackish here and there. Wings pale grey; yellowish- 
brown from costa to spurious vein, the colour extending just 
behind the apical half of the 3rd longitudinal vein. Halteres 
small, black. 

Length, 10-17 mm. 

Described originally from three $ $ from Darjiling District, 
1000-3000 ft. (Lord Carmichael's collector ), and from Singla, 1500 ft., 
iv. 1913 {type ); also from three 2 $ sent me for identification by 
Dr. Imms, taken by him in the Kutnaon District, 13. v, 18. v, and 
18. v. 1912. Peshoke Spur, Darjiling District (11. S. Lister ); 
Kousanie, Kumaon District, 6075 ft. (Col. Tytler); Kunjit Valley, 
Sikkim, v. 1894 (Bingham ): Kolaw, S. Shan States, 4000 ft., 
iv. 1916 (Madcwood); Khasi Hills, Assam (Sladen). The species 
seems remarkably constant in its markings and coloration, but 
varies considerably in size. It seems to come near M. dorice, 
Rond., described from Borneo. Types in Indian Museum. 

213. Milesia decora, sp, nov. 

2 Considerably like M. ferruginosa. Brun. Head orange- 
brown, middle third of frons dusted with bright yellow; Irons 
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gradually widening, at vertex from ^ to ^ width of head, at 
level of antennae about 4; bearing some black hairs. Antennae 
concolorous; proboscis blackish. Occiput not extending below 
eyes, yellow-dusted, with a very short yellow fringe on lower part. 
Thorax orange-brown, blackish for a small space in middle of 
hind margin ; and traces which indicate three darker stripes may 
sometimes be present. Scutellum blackish. Whole thorax with 
a little short pale hair, which is longer on scutellum. Abdomen 
with 1st and 2nd segments black, the latter with a narrow pale 
yellow band on anterior margin ; 3rd and 4th orange-brown, 3rd 
with a inoJerately narrow band in front of hind margin, and with 
a median dorsal stripe joining this band to the anterior margin; 
4th with a blackish spot in middle and a similar dorsal stripe ; 
all the black markings with rather indefinite edges. Pubescence 
short, pale yellow, longer and more whitish at sides of 1st and 
2nd segments. Venter yellowish, with a little long fine pubes¬ 
cence. Legs orange-brown, with short, pale yellow pubescence ; 
hind cox® and greater part of hind femora from base blackish ; a 
small tooth on lower side of latter near tip. Wings yellowish, 
darker anteriorly nearly to middle; halteres brown. 

Length , 16 mm. 

Described from a unique $ in the British Museum. Lower 
Ranges, N. Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 ( Chennell ). 


Genus BRACHYPALPUS, Macq. 

Brachypalpus , Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins., Dipt, i, p. 523 (1830). 

Genotype, Sgrphus valgus, Panz., as tuberculatus, Macq., by 
designation of Rondani, Nuovi Ann. Sci. Nat. Bologna, (2) ii, 
p. 456 (1844). 

Head broader than thorax : eyes bare, contiguous for a con¬ 
siderable space in the , widely separated in $ ; face hollowed 
below antennae and produced at upper mouth-edge, no central 
knob; antennae prominent though not long, placed on a small 
prominence, 3rd joint rounded, arista sub-basal, bare. Thorax 
blackish or dark ®neous, almost oblong, considerably pubescent; 
no bristly hairs. Abdomen with rare exceptions elongate, 
narrower than thorax, with sides almost parallel. Legs strong ; 
hind femora considerably thickened, very pubescent, with spiny 
bristles on under side ; hind tibiae rather bent; hind trochanters 
of 6 with a small process on under side. Wings much as in 
Cvorrhina. 

Lift -history. The early stages are probably passed in rotting 
portions of living trees. B. valgus has been found in decaying 
willows in Europe (Bremi, Isis, 1846, p. 174; cited by Luudbeck, 
Dipt. Daniea, v, p. 505, 1916). 

Range. Europe, India, North America. 

A very restricted genus, the only Oriental species being B. dives. 



276 sihphtd^. 

214. Brachypalpus dives, Brun. 

Brachypalpus dives , Brunetti, Kec. Ind. Mug. ii, p. 8G (1908). 

3 Whole face yellow with silvery-yellow tomentum ; antennae 
yellow, 3rd joint darker; eyes contiguous for half the distance to 
vertex ; proboscis brown, posterior orbit of head entirely encircled 
by a fringe of bright yellow hair. Thorax with ground-colour 
aeneous with a slight violet tinge on dorsum, covered with rather 
thick short yellow hair; no signs of stripes or bands; sides of 
thorax cinereous, with a thick elongated bunch of yellow hair just 
in front of and below insertion of each wing; scutellum aeneous, 
thickly covered with yellow hair; the extreme edge is narrowly 
ridged all round and is yellow. Abdomen elongated, much nar¬ 
rower than thorax and only slightly narrowing towards apex, 
brilliantly shining goldenyeliow ; 1st segment dull asneous-greeu ; 
the whole abdomen thickly covered with golden-yellow hair which 
is longest at sides and tip. Venter yellow, nearly bare. Legs 
bright yellow, fore pair normal, femora with rather thick yellow 
hair; the middle femora are distinctly, though not greatly, 
enlarged towards tip, with a fringe of long golden-vellow hair in 
front and behind, and a shorter fringe above; the middle tibia* 
have above and below, excessively long and thick golden-yellow 
hair: hind femora slightly and uniformly thicker, veiy slightly 
pale brownish with a blackish streak on upper side, covered with 
moderately long golden-yellow hair—the tooth on the under side 
is near the tip and is followed by a semicircular protuberance 
marked with black; hind tibiae well curved, yellowish-brown, 
darker on inner side, slightly narrow at base, near which is a 
distinet tooth ; black hairs on inner side and a narrow row of 
pale yellow hair on outer side. Anterior tarsi yellow, with some 
small black spines at tip of each joint, hind tarsi similar, but 
brownish, with golden-brown thick short pubescence on under 
side and long black hair, bushy and straggly, on outer side. 
TVmgs pale yellowish ; anterior border, to 1st longitudinal vein, 
a little deeper yellow. Halteres yellowish-brown ; squamae yellow, 
both pairs with a fringe of thick yellow hair. 

Length, 17 mm. 

Described from one <3 (type) in perfect condition in the Indian 
Museum collection, from Kohima, Assam. There is a second 6 
in the British Museum from the Ivliasi Hills, Assam. A mag¬ 
nificent species. 


Genus LYCASTRIS, Hall-. 

Li/castris, Walker, Trans. Ent. Soe. Lend. (n. s.) iv, p. 155 (1867). 
X'phopheromyia, Bigot, Wien. Ent. Zeit. xi, p. 101 (lts92). 

Gbxotype, L. albipes. Walker, sp. nov. 

Head rather flattened in front, slightly wider than thorax. 
Eyes bare, contiguous in <3 for a very short distance only, well 
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separated on vertex ; facets all equal. In a moderately wide, 
nearly linear frons, flush with eyes for a considerable distance. 
Frons in both sexes after a certain distance projecting abruptly 
forward into a strong prominence bearing the antennae at the tip. 
Below the antennae, the face is slightly cut away. Lower part of 
head extremely produced into a nearly porrect bare conical rostrum, 
not produced below eyes at sides, much longer than in Hhingia, and 
up to nearly three times as long as width of eye in profile. 
Proboscis about twice as long as rostrum, very slender, cylindrical, 
capable by means of its membranous basal part of being prolonged 
to a greater length than that of the whole body. Antennas 
normal, 3rd joint rounded or ovate. Thorax subquadrate; 
scutellum normal, semicircular; both densely pubeseent. Abdomen 
approximately ovate, arched, tip narrowed, pubescent. Genital 
organs curved under tip of abdomen. Legs rather long and 
strong, simple, moderately pubescent. Wings with a distinguishing 
venation. Subcostal cell with a peculiar row of about seven or 



Fig. 53 .—Lijcastris albipes, Walk. 


eight small transverse veinlets, the first at the tip of the auxiliary 
vein. 3rd vein nearly straight; 4th vein bent downwards just 
before its upward turn, apical section wavy, closing 1st posterior 
cell in a line point almost exactly on wing-border. Anterior 
cross-vein extremely oblique and very curved, placed towards 
tip of discal cell (more distal than in any other Oriental genus 
known to me), oth vein bent upwards in a broad curve, instead 
of angled as in most genera; anal vein continued forward fora 
considerable distance before reaching the margin. 

liange. India and Formosa. 

Life-historg unknown. 

This genus is one of the most conspicuous in the family. Its 
extremely produced conical rostrum and still longer proboscis, its 
abnormal venation (due to the numerous additional veinlets m 
the subcostal cell), and the very distal position of the anterior 
cross-vein, with the peculiarly curved 4th vein and prolongation 
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of the anal vein, all constitute marked features. It seems most 
nearly .related to Criorrhina and JBrachy palpus. 

The two Indian species are easily separated, albipes having pale 
grey wings recalling those of Criorrhina , while austeni has the 
wings rather dark yellowish-brown, and is very like a JBombus in 
general appearance, having the abdominal pubescence strikingly 
divided into three sections, respectively bright yellow, black and 
orange-red. 

LT5. Lycastris albipes, Walk. 

Lycastris albipes, Walker, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond. (n. s.) iv, p. 165 
(1857). 

Lycastris Jtavohirta, Brunetli, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 85 (1908), and 
i, pi. xi, tig. 16, abdomen, tig. 17, wing (1907). 

Xiphopheromyia ylossata , Bigot, Wien. Ent. Zeit. xi, p. 161 (1892). 

c? Head , including the frontal extension and excessively 

produced rostrum, varying from yellowish-brown to nearly wholly 
shining black, sometimes with a lighter or darker stripe along 
sides of rostrum. The produced lower part of the head forming 
the rostrum varies in length from a little shorter than, to nearly 
1J times as long as, the height of the eyes. Proboscis black. 
Antennae pale to dark red-brown, arista bare. Eyes bare, con¬ 
tiguous for a very short space (about 10 facets) ; vertical triangle 
dark grey to black, with some long pubescence which may be 
blackish, brownish or bright yellow; ocelli yellowish to dark red. 
Occiput yellow-dusted, with upper half without pubescence, but 
with yellow pubescence, gradually lengthening, beginning at about 
middle and conspicuous when seen from in front. In $ , frons 
and face gradually widening, at vertex about one-seventh of the 
full width of the head, at just below antennae about one-third, 
mainly yellowish, with traces of a broad dark median strips 
Thorax from yellowish-grey to nearly black ; covered, as are also 
pleurae and scutellum, with dense and rather long bright yellow 
pubescence, which is paler or even whitish on pleurae; scutellum 
more or less yellowish. Abdomen blackish with an aeneous, 
cupreous, or deep blue tinge, the whole surface covered with 
dense, pale to bright yellow, pubescence, which is mainly erect on 
the discs of the segments and somewhat depressed on the hind 
margin of each; anterior margin of 2nd sometimes in the shape 
of two narrow elongate spots, and anterior corners of 3rd segment 
sometimes pale. Venter blackish or pale in individuals, with pale 
yellow or whitish pubescence, Legs : coxae black; anterior legs 
mainly yellow; basal half of anterior femora black; tips of 
anterior tarsi black. Hind femora black, tips pale yellow, as is 
also the basul half to two thirds of the hind tibiae; rest of hind 
legs blackish or dark brown. Pubescence of legs bright yellow to 
whitish. Wings grey, a little brownish suffusion along the 
“ cross-veins ” in the middle of the wing, over the anterior cross¬ 
vein and anterior part of the wing-tip. Supernumerary veinlets 
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in subcostal cell about six in number but variable; squamae and 
halteres small, yellowish-grey. 

Length, 14—17 mm. to tip of snout. 

Hedescribed from the type 2 from India; the type <$ <$ of 
Xiphopheromyia glossata , Big., from Sabatoo, India; and two 6 6 
of my L. flavohirtayirom Sureiland near Sureil, 6000 and 5000 ft., 
11-81. x. 1917 and 18. x. 1917 ( Annandale 6f Gravely), I have 
seen it from Mussoone, ix and x. 1906 ; Darjiling, 10-15. ix. 1905 
(type of Jlavohirtay Brunetti) and 25. ix. 1906. 

Type ( $ ) of L. albipes , Walk., in British Museum. The type 
of L. Jlavohirtay Brun., is in the Indian Museum, and the two 
($ <$ of X. glossata. Big., are in the Bigot Collection. 

A close study has been made of the type $> of L. albipes , the 
two <$ & on which Bigot set up his X. glossata, and two <$ of 
my L.Jlavohirta, also a and a $ of L. cornutus , Enderl., sent by 
the Budapest Museum; all the specimens are in excellent con¬ 
dition. There seems no doubt of the synonymy of the first three, 
whilst the validity of cornutus rests practically on the single 
character of its having dense black pubescence on the black parts 
of the femora. L. albipes iB a variable species, the length of the 
produced rostrum varying from less than the height of the eyes 
to nearly 1£ times as long. The yellow anterior margin (some¬ 
times resolved into two elongate spots) of the 2nd abdominal 
segment may be present or absent, and the colour of the abdomen 
itself is also variable. The insect very closely resembles the bees 
Bombus vallestris. Smith, and B. Jlavescens, Smith. 

216. Lycastris austeni, sp. nov. 

<5 2 Head : in , eyes not absolutely contiguous, but prac¬ 
tically so for five or six facets; vertical triangle black, with 
yellow dust and long, stiff, blackish-brown pubescence; ocelli red. 
Best of head, including antennae and arista, mainly shining, 
rather deep, chestnut-brown, darker still on upper side of frontal 
prolongation ; proboscis black, when bent under body reaching 
nearly to tip of abdomen ; tip of the bifid rostrum a little orange ; 
an indistinct, narrow darker line on each side of rostrum. 
Occiput concave, black, with rather long, shaggy, black pubescence 
on lower part. Thorax black, with long, dense, black pubescence, 
which is much shorter and sparser on pleura: scutellum black, 
with dense, bright yellow pubescence. Abdomen black, with long, 
dense pubescence, of which that on basal third is yellow, on 
middle third black, and on apical third orange-red. Venter 
shining black, bare except for some long fine hairs. Genitalia 
in <5 shining black, globular, with a little fine black, orange or 
red pubescence. Legs black or dark shining brown, knees 
yellowish, about basal half of middle tibiae and basal part of 
nvddle metatarsi orange-brown; tips of hind tibiae and the hind 
tarsi deep orange-red, with very short, dense, concolorous 
pubescence, and two or three closely-set longitudinal rows of tiny 



280 


SYRPHIDJS; 


black bristles. Pubescence of legs mainly black, rather long and 
dense, except towards base and tips, on posterior femora aud 
tibiae. Hind cox® distinctly conically produced hindwards; a 
distinct blunt spine below hind femora towards tip in c?, shorter 
and more tooth-like in $ Wings yellowish-grey ; about anterior 
half yellowish-brown, the colour fading hindwards, leaving about 
apical half ot’ 1 st and 3rd posterior cells, and the discal, anal and 
axillary cells, paler. Halteres yellowish, with black knobs. 

Length , 15 mm. to front of eyes, +5 mm. the produced 
rostrum. 

Described from a perfect pair in the British Museum. 
Darjiling, 6000 ft., 26. iii. 1894, c?; 7000 ft., v. 1894, $ (both 
Col. Bingham). 

This large and handsome species was brought to my notice 
from a quantity of unnamed material by Major Austen, after 
whom I have pleasure in naming it. 

Genus CRI0RRHINA, Meig. 

Criorrhina, Meigen, Syst. Bescbr. iii, p. 236 (1822). 

Heliophilus, Meigen, Klnss. i, xx (1804). 

Somula, Macquart, Dipt. Exot., Suppl. 2, p. 57 (1847). 

Deineches, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 227 (1852). 

Chriorhyna, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 74 (1857). 

Microrhincus, Lioy, Atti Isti. Veneto, (3) ix, p. 751 (1864). 

Eriophora, Philippi, Verh. zool.-bot. Ges. Wien, xv, p. 735 (I 860 ). 

Bracliyviyia , Williston, Cuuad. Entom. xvi, p. 77 (1882). 

Evrhinamallota , Williston, Proc. Amer. Phil. Soc. xx, p. 330 
(1882); Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, ( 6 ) ii, Bull. p. lxxvii 
(1882;. 

Ewkynomallota, Bigot, op. cit. ( 6 ) iii, p. 225 (1883). 

Genotype, Syrphus silicus , Fall., by Westwood’s designation, 
1840. 

Head rather flattened, a little wider than thorax (apart from 
pubescence of latter); eyes bare, not quite touching in d , dis¬ 
tinctly though not widely separated in $ ; frons flattened, ending 
in an antennal prominence, below which the face is excavated 
distinctly, thence forming a large, stout snout, in which a central 
knob is moderately distinct. Antennae moderately long, 3rd 
joint rounded or ovate, deeper than long; arista sub-basal, bare. 
'Thorax elongate-oval, rather arched, scutellum concolorous, both 
densely pubescent without bristly hairs. Abdomen varying in 
shape from nearly rounded to a narrow ellipse, densely pubescent. 
Legs rather strong ; hind femora sometimes thickened but normally 
without processes below*'; hind tibiae often curved, sometimes 
compressed. Wings with marginal cell widely open; anterior 
cross-vein far beyond middle of discal cell, very oblique. 

Life-history. Verrall suggests that the metamorphoses may 
occur in the sap which flows from injured or ulcerated trees. The 

# C. dentata, Brun., is in this respect an exception amongst Oriental species. 
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European C. oxyacanth<x , Meig., has been bred from mud and 
flood debris. Lundbeck (Dipt. Danica, v, p. 491, 1916) describes 
a puparium of this same species, found under moss on a tree- 
stump; it is nearly cylindrical, ventrally flattened, attenuated in 
front and behind, with short lateral filaments behind, and a 
posterior spiracular process about 1 mm. long. 

Range. Europe, Siberia, Japan, India, North America, Chili. 

Some closely allied genera or subgenera exist, which, however, 
do not touch the Oriental species. The groups in question are 
not at all well defined. Deineehes , Walk., has contiguous eyes in 



Fig. 54.— Criorrhina imitator, Brun., $. 

the 3 , the snout produced diagonally, and dense pubescence like 
that of Bomhus. The separation of even Cynorrhina from 
Criorrhina seems doubtful; the characters of contiguous or 
separated eyes in the 3 , direction of production of the epistome, 
thickening of the hind femora and even the presence of a tooth¬ 
like process, together with minor characters such as the degree 
of pubescence and shape of the abdomen, all vary so much as to 
make subdivision of the genus almost impossible if all the world’s 
species be considered. 


Table of Species. 

1 . Densely pubescent species, with a general 

resemblance to Bombus .. ... 2. 

Moderately pubescent species, with more 
resemblance to A pis . . , 4. 

2. Wings mainly dark brown; eyes closely 

contiguous for some distance in 3 • • • simtoides, Brun., p. 282. 
Wings grey, slightly darkened anteriorly 
or along the veins; eyes slightly sepa¬ 
rated in 3 (of C. imitator ; the 3 °f 
C\ vivida is uukuown) 3. 
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3. Tarsi wholly black, epistome projected 


nearly directly downwards; length 17- 

20 mm. .. , .... imitator, Brun., p. 283. 

Tarsi witli first three joints rather bright 
orange; epistome projected diagonally; 

length 16 mm. . ... vivida, sp. n., p. 285. 

4. Hind femora with a distinct tooth-like 
process below, near base; face with a 

median dark stripe ... . dentata, Brun., p. 286. 

Hind femora without process below; face [p. 287. 

without stripe ... interrupta, Brun., 


217. Criorrhina simioides, Brun. 

Deineches simioides , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 83 (1908). 

d Head : vertex black. Eyes reddish-bronze, facets uniform, 
touching for only a short space above frontal prominence. 
Antennae light reddish-brown, situated on a short black pro¬ 
minence. Snout produced. Face black, shining, with a greyish- 
dusted wide stripe on each side. Back of head blackish-grey, 
nearly bare. Thorax obscure blackish-grey (apparently). Humeral 
calli brown; a greyish stripe on sides. Scutellum blackish, hairy. 
The whole dorsum and sides of thorax clothed with thick blackish- 
grey and brown hair. Abdomen clothed with dense pubescence 



Fig. 55.— Criorrhina simioides. J 1 , Brun., head in profile. 


(recalling that of Bombus ); it is yellowish on basal half (except on 
the extreme base, which is barer and apparently tawny), followed 
by a wide blackish band o^ hair; the tip of the abdomen being 
clothed with red hair. Venter blackish ; the last segment 
covered with dense black and reddish hair. Genitalia black, 
shining. Legs reddish-brown; fore femora with a broad dark 
brown band near tip; middle pair with a black streak on inner 
under side, and a shorter one on outer side near tip ; hind pair 
apparently unmarked. All the femora with more or less scattered 
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black hair, which on under sides becomes longer and bristly. All 
the tibiae with short stiff black hairs. Tarsi with short black 
hair, mixed with some yellowish ones; under side of hind tarsi 
rich golden-brown. Wings brown; anterior half and basal half 
much darker; centre of 1st and 2nd Dosterior cells very slightly 
clearer. Halteres yellow. 

Length y 18 mm. without snout. 

Described from one 3 in the Indian Museum collection. The 
species was described by me under the manuscript name given it 
by Bigot. It almost certainly comes from British India. 

218. Criorrhina imitator, Brun. (Text-fig. 54, p. 281.) 

Criorhina imitator, Brunetti, Rec; Ind. Mus. xi, p. 236, pi. xiii, 
tig. 14, full iusect (1315). 

<3 $ Head. In 6 , eyes very approximate for a short space only 
but by no means touching, vertical triangle black, with rather long 
pubescence which may be wholly brownish-yellow, or the pubes¬ 
cence itself may be orange on its basal half with the remainder 
black ; ocelli blackish. Fronto-antennal prominence moderately 
large ; frons below rather deeply cut away, face prominent, rather 
large, descending almost vertically to a length equal to about the 
height of the eyes. Frons and face covered with yellowish-grey 
tomentum or dust, with a little pale yellow pubescence on former 
and on upper sides of latter; cheeks wholly shining black, bare, 
as is also tip of epistome. Palpi nearly as long as proboscis, slender, 
tips only slightly dilated, pale brown, nearly bare. Antennal 1st 
and 2nd joints black, as is extreme anterior tip of frons ; 3rd joint 
short and deep, reddish-orange, a little white-dusted, front edge 
blackish, arista black. Oceiput moderately dusted with light grey, 
with long, rather shaggy pale or brownish-yellow pubescence. 
In 2 > frons and face diverging rapidly ; at vertex about ^ width 
of head, but much more than ^ width of head at level of eyes; 
all dusted with yellowish-grey, distinctly more yellowish than in 3 
and scantier on upper side of epistome. Thorax shining black, 
greyish tinged anreriorly, where it is covered down to the suture 
with dense yellowish hair, which also occupies the hind margin 
more narrowly but with equal density ; intermediate surface of 
dorsum with dense black hair; pleurae with similar pubescence, 
whftrh is yellowish in 3 and black in 2 > scutellum with very long, 
dense, similar, yellowish pubescence. Abdomen : ground-colour 
mainly black, more or less dark grey basally, its whole surface 
with long, dense pubescence varying considerably in colour with the 
individual, the basal third a paler or deeper yellowish or reddish- 
yellow, the remainder may be wholly black, or the middle third 
black, with the apical third bright orauge-red. In one 3 the whole 
pubescence of the abdomen is yellowish, a little more reddish 
apically. Normal form probably with yellowish basal pubescence, 
and the remainder either all black or black on about middle third. 
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Genitalia in 3 conspicuous, curved well uuder venter. Legs : 
femora black, with long, dense pubescence, which may be all 
yellowish or all black. Tibiae mainly black but indefinitely dull 
reddish-brown basally and apically; pubescence short, black; 
middle pair of tibiae rather irregularly shaped, ending (in 3 only) 
in a slender, spine-like tooth; tarsi black or dark brown ; middle 
metatarsi in 3 with a pair of small black spines below, just 
beyond base, and with several at tip ; 2nd tarsal joint with a few 
apical spines. Wings yellowish-grey, pale brownish anteriorly; 
veins black,all barely perceptibly, but broadly, brownish-in fuscated, 
giving a slightly brownish tinge to the wing. Stigma a little 
darker brown; alar squamae blackish, thoracic squamae yellowish- 
grey, both pairs with yellowish fringe; halteres yellow, clubs 
black. 

Length , 17-20 mm. 

Described originally from a single from Onari, Garhwal 
District, W Himalayas, 11,000 ft., 27 vi. 1914 {Col. Tyiler ) and 
redescribed more fully from several of- both sexes taken by Col. 
Nurse in Kashmir, 8000-9000 ft., vi. 1901. Other specimens 
seen from Andarbon, Garhwal District, 11,000 ft., vi. 1914. 

Type ( $ ) in Indian Museum. 

A very handsome species and the largest known in the East. 
I am fully convinced that all the specimens referred to represent 
hut a single species in spite of the considerable variation iu colour 
of the pubescence. The colour of the femoral pubescence does 
not always agree with that of the abdomen: e. r/., of two 3 3 
with mainly blackish abdominal pubescence, one has the femoral 
pubescence also wholly black but the other has it all yellowish. 

A very interesting case of double mimicry appears in connection 
with this species. C. imitator itself closely resembles several 
humble-bees of more or less common occurrence in the Himalayas, 
and possesses the not unusual colour-pattern of a broad band of 
dense, long yellowish pubescence on the anterior and hinder 
thirds of the thorax, covering also the scutellum, and a similar 
broad band on the basal third of the abdomen, the tip of the 
latter being covered to a- varying distance with dense bright 
orange-red pubescence, and the remaining surface bearing wholly 
black pubescence. Several humble-bees of South and Western 
Europe, Sikkim, Tibet and the Himalayan Region generally, 
possess this pattern of coloration. These are Bombas vorticosus , 
Gerst., distributed from South Europe to the Pamirs ; B.pyropy- 
gus, Friese (variety of orientalis, Smith), from Sikkim; B.montanus , 
Lep. (variety of alticola , Kris.), from Sikkim and Tibet; and the 
typical form of B. alticola itself from North and Western Europe, 
represented in the British Museum from Switzerland, Armenia 
and Siberia amongst other localities. There is also a close resem¬ 
blance between C. imitator and the Syrpliid fly Lycastris austeni, 
sp. nov.* 


* Described in this volume, p. 279. 
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Besides the mimicry of the bees by C. imitator , it itBelf is 
closely resembled by a large (Estrid, Portschimkia przewalsJcyi, 
Ports.* In size and coloration the GEstrid is almost indistinguish¬ 
able at a short distance from both the Criorrhina and the Bombi. 

219. Criorrhina vivida, sp. nov. 

2 Bead: frons black, with face gradually widening; at 
vertex from l to if- of head, at level of antenna distinctly less 
than £; frons and upper part of face a little grey-dusted, 
but nearly bare and shining at vertex and on a transverse 
space reaching from eye to eye at base of antennae. Frons with 
fine black hairs, longer on vertex; long bright yellow post- 
vertical hairs ; ocelli conspicuous, ruby-red ; tip of frons orange- 
yellow. Antenna brownish-orange, tip of 1st joint blackish. 
Epistome directed only moderately forwards, about as long as 
height of eyes, shining dark mahogany-brown, bare. Proboscis 
black, distinctly longer than head. Occiput ash-grey, with short 
yellow and black hairs intermixed behind vertical margin, and 
moderately long blackish-brown htprs on lower part. Thorax: 
ground-colour anteriorly grey, with yellowish-grey dust and 
bright yellow pubescence, followed by black pubescence; hind 
margin with yellow or orange-yellow pubescence; scutellum with 
yellow pubescence, all the pubescence long and dense. Abdomen : 
ground-colour of 1st and of basal half of 2nd segment ash-grey, 
with pale yellow pubescence; rest of 2nd segment and greater 
part of 3rd black, with concolorous pubescence ; rest of abdomen 
ye] low-dusted, with orotige-rcd pubesceuce which encroaches a 
little on 3rd segment; all pubescence very long and dense. 
Venter shining black,* with fiue, whitish-yellow pubescence and 
black pubescence towards tip. Legs : femora black except the 
tips which, with the rest of the legs, are orange-brown; the tibise 
rather darker, the tarsi rather paler. Pubescence of femora 
mainly black except some fine pale hairs on under side, that of rest 
of legs almost microscopic. Wings very pale grey, just perceptibly 
suffused over divergence of 2nd and 3rd veins; stigma pale 
yellow ; halteres dull orange. 

Length, 15 nun. 

Described from a single {type) $ from Kashmir, vi. 1901 (Col, 
Burse), presented to the British Museum. A 2 in the British 
Museum from N.W India in bad condition may be identical, but 
the pubescence of the anterior part of thethoyax is wholly black, the 
ground-colour of the apical third of the abdomen is more orange- 
red than yellow, and the orange-red pubescence is more extensive. 

Two <3 3 in the same collection from the B-unjit Valley, 
Sikkim, v. 1894 (Bingham) represent, I think, the male sex of 
vivida or a closely allied new species. The epistome is thickly 
yellow-dusted on upper half, sharply defined from the bare shining 


* For description and notes, see p. 402. 
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blackish-brown lower part. The pubescence on the anterior and 
hinder parts of the thorax is yellowish-grey, the ground-colour ot 
the anterior part less pale: the wing-veins are rather more 
infuscated. The hind femora are moderately thickened on under 
side towards tip, bearing some stiff black hair there, the rest ot 
their pubescence being yellowish. Both the hind femora and hind 
tibise have a somewhat crooked appearance. The specimens 
appear to have been in spirit. 

220. Criorrhina dentata, Brun. 

Criorhina dentata , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 87, figs, head, 
abdomen, hind leg (1908). 

$ Head : antennal protuberance rather prominent, face much 
excavated below antennae, and bearing a central knob. Eyes 
black, sub-contiguous for only a very short space, facets smaller 
round the outer parts. Vertex moderately narrow, raised, black, 
with long black hair in front, and taw'ny-brown hair behind, on 
posterior edge. Face dull yellowish, w r ith, seen from above, a 
silvery-white dusted reflection; upper side of antennal promi¬ 
nence chining black. Antennm red-brown; a few hairs on upper 



Fig. 56 .—Criorrhina dentata , Brun., <3, head in 
front and aide view. 

side of basal joints ; arista orange, bare. Whole side of the pro¬ 
duced snout, from eyes to tip, shining black, bare ; a central wide 
bare shining brown stripe from base of antennaB to tip of snout; 
mouth black, proboscis dark brown, rather long. Back of head 
grey; posterior orbit of eyes with a fringe of grey hair which is 
shortest behind the vertex and longest on under side. Thorax 
aeneous, with a slight reddish-coppery tiuge, closely covered with 
thick, long, light brown hair, which extends over the concolorous 
scutellum, but is almost abseut at base of latter, and longest of 
all and erect on. its posterior border. Sides of thorax blackish- 
grey, shining, with thick long brownish-grey hair. A small 
yellow callus a little below the shoulder, bearing apparently 
microscopic cream-coloured pollinosity. A small oval callus, 
hollowed in centre, above each hind coxa, bearing very short 
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cream-coloured pubescence. Metanotum shining black, bare, 
Abdomen : 1st segment dull bluish-grey, blackish at base with a 
bunch of pinkish-brown hairs iu the centre of the posterior 
border; 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments with the basal half sub- 
metallic dull bluish-black, and the apical half sub-metallic 
brownish-black with a light brown posterior edge (widest on 4th 
segment). Each segment is indented transversely by a narrow 
grey band bearing short grey hair, the hair in front of it being 
light, brownish-grey and that on apical half brownish-black. Tip 
of abdomen with brown hairs; genitalia black, concealed, globular, 
with black hairs. Venter blackish, with greyish hairs, posterior 
borders of segments tawny. Legs : coxse blackish, fore pair with 
whitish reflection and grey hair; hind pair yellowish, streaked 
with black above, with yellowish-grey hair below. Femora black, 
extreme tips orange-yellow, basal half of middle pair below, and 



Fig. 57. — Criorrhina dentata, Brun., 
d, hind leg. 

a basal band on hind pair, orange-yellow. The hind femora are 
barely thicker than the others and bear a distinct wide tooth on 
the under aids near the base. All the femora covered with a 
considerable amount of light greyish hair, mixed with some 
brown hairs, the under sides bearing the longest hair. Tibia©: 
rather more than basal half of anterior pairs brownish-yellow, the 
rest black, hind pair nearly all black ; all with short whitish hair. 
Tarsi: anterior four brownish-yellow, with darker tips and traces 
of a darker central line; hind pair dark brown, with the upper 
side mainly black. Wings pale grey; stigma dark brown ; cross¬ 
veins lightly suffused for a small space with brown. Halteres 
yellow. Sodajnae transparent white, with yellowish-brown border 
bearing long white hair. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from a <5 in the Indian Museum collection taken at 
Kodian, Simla District. 

221, Criorrhina intermpta, sp. nov. (PI. V, fig. 11.) 

S . Head : eyes at point of nearest approach just perceptibly 
separated for a distance of four or five facets by a very narrow 
shining black bare line; vertical triangle black with black hairs 
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and a little yellowish-grey tomentum. Eyes bare, facets of 
uni torn size. Frons wholly formed of the antennal prominence, 
and, with face, covered with greyish-yellow tomentum ; a few pale 
hairs along lower eye-margin. Lower half of epistome dark 
shiningjorown, bare. Antennae and arista bright orange. Occiput 
yellowish-grey with long white pubescence on lower part, with 
practically no pubescence behind middle of eyes and with short 
pale yellow pubescence on upper parts, with which are intermixed 
on each side of the vertex about half-a-dozen longer, black, well 
separated hairs curved forward, whilst there are also some long 
yellow post-vertical hairs. Thorax : ground-colour slightly shining 
black, covered with yellowish tomentum and dense long yellowish- 
grey pubescence, with a few dark brown hairs intermixed in 
centre of dorsum. Scutellum concolorous with still longer erect 
yellow pubescence. Sides of thorax with yellowish-grey tomentum 
and long yellow or whitish pubescence. Abdomen : 1st segment 
yellowish-grey tomentose with a little pale pubescence at sides; 
2 nd segment reddish-brown, paler in front and almost yellowish 
towards anterior corners; 3rd and 4th segments dark shining 
mahogany-brown with a grey tomentose narrow transverse band 
across centre, interrupted in middle, reaching side margins on 
3rd segment but not on 4th ; hind margins of 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
segments narrowly yellowish-grey. AVhole dorsum with dense, 
short, yellowish-grey pubescence. 5th segment dark brown, 
twisted sideways to the left, so that the very large, moderately 
shining, globular, basal part of the black genital organs is very 
prominent, bearing black pubescence, the appendages well de¬ 
veloped but concealed below abdomen. Venter yellowish; at 
base and tip broadly blackish with an indefinite median stripe. 
Legs brownish with whitish pubescence, which is very long on hind 
pair. Femora shining dark brown, extreme tip orange, all with 
outer and under sides bearing long yellowish-grey or even whitish 
pubescence ; nind femora distinctly and uniformly but not greatly 
thickened. Tibice brownish-vellow ; apical half distinctly darker; 
hind pair slightly curved and distinctly compressed a little before 
tip; tarsi all orange-brown; tibice and tarsi with microscopic 
yellow pubescence. Wings pale grey; brownish on stigmatic 
region ; an indefinite streak thence to base of discal cell; also 
anterior cross-vein irregularly suffused. Halteres brownish- 
orange. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from a unique J from the Pusa collection taken at 
Dungagali, Hazara District, 8000 ft., 21-24. v. 1915 {Fletcher). 
Type sent to British Museum. 

This species bears some resemblance to C. asilica , Fall., of 
Europe. It closely resembles my C. dentata , but is at once 
differentiated by the absence of the tooth-like process below the 
hind femora. Other points of difference lie in the facial hump, 
which is more gradual and less prominent than in dentata , and in 
the reddish-brown 2nd abdominal segment. 
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Genus ARCTOPHILA, Sch. 

Arctophila , Schiner, Wien. ent. Monatschr. iv, p. 215 (1860). 

Genotype, Syrphus bombiformis , Pall.; by designation of Wil- 
liaton, N. Amer. Syrph. p. 158 (1886). 

In describing this genus, Verrall adopts Schiner’s original 
words, and they are repeated here. “ The genus Arctophila is 
distinguished from Seincomyia by the denser, almost fur-like 
pubescence of the whole body, by the formation of the face, and 
by the shape of the abdomen, which is shorter, broader and more 
arched than in Sericomyxa. Also the hind femora in Arctophila 
are always strongly thickened and, as are also the tibiae, strongly 
curved. The face is straight and is extended widely downwards 



Fig. 58 .—Arctophila shnplicipes, Brun., $. 

conically far below the eyes, it is not blunt at the end, as in 
Sericomyia , but pointed, the proboscis, which is not longer than 
the mouth-frent, has furthermore long and very narrow suckers 
and the wings always have a brown blotch on the middle.” The 
3rd vein is looped in the 1st posterior cell in one North American 
species. 

Ranye. Europe. India, North America. 

Life-history apparently unknown. 

A very restricted genus, only one species being Indian. 

A 

222. Arctophila simplicipes, Bran. 

Arctophila simplicipes , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 247, pi. xiii, 
tigs. 16, full insect, 17, hind leg - , 18, arista (1915). 

2 Head: frous blackish-mneous, with a transverse groove at 
base of antennal prominence, which is of the same colour; both 
frous and prominence covered with rather long yellowish hairs, 
intermixed on vertex with black hairs. The dull reddish ocelli are 
placed flat on the vertex. Face blackish, with whitish toraentum 
and microscopic pubescence, and some long soft white hairs along 

u 
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inner orbit of eyes ; a nearly bare irregular median stripe on 
face. Cheeks and under side of bead blackish, with soft, com¬ 
paratively short yellowish hairs. Proboscis blackish. Antennae 
dull dark brown, 3rd joint with greyish tomentum, arista brownish- 
yellow, with 16 or 17 long hairs along the entire upper side and 
about 12 shorter hairs on apical half of under side. Occiput 
blackish-grey with a little minute yellow pubescence ; some long 
brownish-yellow hairs behind vertex and yellowish-grey hairs on 



Pig. 69 .—Arctophila simpltcipes, Brun., 
arista. 


under side. Thorax black, barely shining, with a pair of median, 
moderately narrow, Darely perceptible, greyish stripes and a nar¬ 
rower one between them. The whole dorsum and the scutellum 
covered with thick long canary-yellow pubescence, except narrowly 
on anterior margin. The pubescence extends thickly over the 
vicinity of the mesopleura. Abdomen moderately shining black, 
with thick yellowish pubescence on anterior corners, and bright 
red pubescence on major (apical) part of last segment and on the 



Fig. 60 .—Arctophila simplicipes, Brun., 
hind leg. 

concolorous red genitalia. On the rest of the dorsum the pubes¬ 
cence is black, short and very fine ; a little longer on hind borders 
of segments and obviously long and thick on the sides. Venter 
black, with short sparse yellowish hairs, hind margins of segments 
narrowly pale, last segment red. Legs black, tarsi reddish ; 
femora mostly covered with short black pubescence, but with a 
few longer fine hairs below ; rest of legs witn minute black pubes¬ 
cence, some short yellow pubescence un outer side of middle tibiae. 
Wings grey, a moderately wide dark brown band from middle of 
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anterior margin to a little beyond the 4th longitudinal vein. 
Halteres blackish; squam® brownish, with fringe of brown hair. 
Lewjth , 12-13 mm. 

Described from several $ $ in the Indian Museum trom the 
G-arhwal District, Kumaon, 11,000 ft., 20. v-20. vii. 1914. 

ArctophiUty according to Schiner, its founder, should have con¬ 
siderably thickened hind femora and curved hind tibiae, hut Verrall 
in describing A. mussitans , F., says, “hind femora rather thick, 
hind tibi® slightly curved ” ; as, therefore, the characters are not 
so pronounced in the latter case, the present species is referred to 
this geuus, though the hind femora and tibi® are but little thicker 
or more ourved respectively than the others. The genus is, how¬ 
ever, otherwise sufficiently characterised. 


Genus SERICOMYIA, Meig. 

Sericomyia , Meigen, lllig. Mag. ii, p. 274 (1803). 

Sericomyza, Zetterstedt, Ins. Lapp., Dipt. p. 589 (1838). 

Genotype, Musca lappona^ L.; by designation of Latreille, 1810. 

Head as wide as or slightly wider than thorax. Eyes bare, con¬ 
tiguous in d for a considerable space, wide apart in ?; face 
slightly hollowed below antennal prominence, thence forming a 
large or moderate sized snout; mouth-border moderately pro¬ 
duced; antonn® rather short, 3rd joint rounded or subquadrate, 



Fig. 61 .—Sericomyia himalayensis, Brun., d- 

arista sub-basal, very plumose. Thorax subquadrate, robust, 
sparsely or moderately pubescent. Abdomen wider and longer 
than thorax, ovate, moderately arched, generally blackish, with 
transverse yellow spots. Legs strong, hind femora and tibi® 
slightly bent, former sometimes thickened. Wings with venation 

u2 
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typical oP Milesiif-® ; marginal cell widely open ; anterior cross¬ 
vein at middle of discal eell, oblique; 1st posterior cell closed 
some distance'before wing-border. 

Life-history. S. borealis, Pall., a European species, breeds in 
decomposing peat. 

Range. Europe, Siberia, Caucasus, India, North America. 

A well-marked genus, conspicuous by its plumose arista and its 
venation. 

Table of Species. 

Central bump on snout barely perceptible, 

practically absent . . . himalayensis , Brun. 

Central bump on snout long and obvious, but 

not conspicuous eristaloides, Brun. 

223. Serieomyia himalayensis, Brun. 

Sericomyia himalayensis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 89 (1908); 
i, pi. xiii, figs. 6, full insect, 7, antenna, 8, hind leg (1907). 

<S Entire frons and lower part of head bright yellow, with 
some yellow hair immediately below eyes, at the sides of the 
cheeks, and on lower part of head behind; central bump barely 
perceptible; eyes comparatively rather small, contiguous for only 
the shortest space, facets very small, especially on lower part, but 
with no distinct line of demarcation ; vertex very small, slightly 
raised, with a few black hairs ; a few black hairs also just above 
the antennae, which are rather small, black and plumose above and 
below. Thorax yellowish-grey, entirely covered with moderately 
thick yellow hair, which is longest at the sides and on the 
posterior border; clorsum cinereous, with short yellow pubescence, 
and black hairs in the centre, this pubescence beiug hardly visible 
from above. Seutellum tawny, with rather long yellow hair. 
Abdomen bright yellow with a black band, indistinct in the middle, 
on the posterior borders of 2nd, 3rd aud 4th segments ; the 
whole abdomen with minute yellow pubescence and some longer 
yellow hair at the tip; venter bright yellow. Legs tawny, with 
thin yellow hair; femora (except tips) brownish, hind pair nearly 
black; tips of tarsi brown. Wings pale grey, a dark brown 
moderately broad band from beyond the tip of the costal cell, 
reaching from the fore border to the upper part of ihe discal cell 
and the lower transverse vein. 

Length, 12 mm. 

Described from one <3 from Sikkim in the Indian Museum 
collection. 

22 4. Sericomyia eristaloides, Brun. 

Sericomyia eristaloides , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 167 (1913). 

$ Head : frons barely projecting in profile beyond eyes; face 
moderately swollen, snout elongate, central bump distinct but not 
conspicuous ; haustellum somewhat thick aud long ; mouth-parts 



SBBICOMYIA. 


293 


blackish ; frons, at level of antennae, j width of head, narrowing 
considerably at vertex; upper half barely shining, black; ocelli 
distinct, red, set on the surface of tfye Irons, enclosed by a 
slightly impressed line; lower half of frons with brownish-yellow 
dust. The whole frons with long soft black hairs, which towards 
and on the vertex become dark brown. Whole under side of head, 
and face from level of the antennae, jellowish-pollinose, the central 
bump dark brown (a little lighter in the centre), with a fairly wide 
black stripe on each side of it. Some black hairs towards sides of 
ceutral bump, and a little short, bright yellow hair on the other parts 
of underside of head, including the two black stripes. Antenme 
without any protuberanco ; a small shining rich mahogany-brown 
triangle immediately above and contiguous to their roots. 1st 
antennal joint shining black, 2nd nearly quadrate, viewed from in 
front, with a few stiff black hairs, 3rd joint much wider than 2nd. 
twice as long, quite bare, dark reddish-brow’n, oval, with a little 
whitish dust on underside; arista long, yellow, plumose above and 
below, the upper rays distinctly the longer. Occiput ash-grey, 
nearly whitish on margins, which on upper half of head do not 
project beyond the margin of the eyes themselves, but w hich do so 
on the lower half, where they bear long white hair. Thorax dull 
brownish, barely shining, and with sides brownish-grey; the 
whole rather thickly covered with yellowish-brown hair. Scutel- 
him brownish-yellow, paler on hind margin; dorsum with brown 
hairs at base which become yellow and longer towards the tip; 
under side with a fringe of soft whitish-yellow hairs. Abdomen : 
1st segment whitish-yellow, remainder blackish; 2nd yellowish 
on anterior corners, 2nd, 3rd and 4th with an uninterrupted- 
rather narrow yellowish band just before the middle aud reaching 
the lateral margins or nearly so ; all the bands of the same width ; 
5th segment entirely black; some long, soft yellow hairs at the 
sides at the base. Surface of abdomen with very short pubescence 
concolorous with the ground-colour; a fringe of very short yellow 
hairs on hind margin of each segment, most conspicuous on the 
4th segment, and the extreme edges of the segments themselves, 
brownish-yellow. Genitalia consisting of a short cylindrical tube, 
from which emerge two oval brownish-yellow lamell©. Leys : 
cox© black. Fore femora black, with a yellow streak on hinder 
side, middle femora yellow, with a wide brack streak on front side, 
hind femora with basal half brownish-yellow and apical half 
black; all the femora with a little pale yellow hair; the hind 
femora with a number of stiff black bristles of different lengths 
below, on apical half. Tibi© mainly black, fore pair at base, and 
middle pair at base and tip, yellowish : hind tibiae black ; all tibiae 
with close pubescence, which is brownish-yellow on the front side 
of the fore tibiae, and whitish on the hinder side, where it is much 
longer ; hind tibiae with very r short pubescence which is black in 
front and whitish on hinder side. Tarsi black or dark brown, 
with short golden-yellow pubescence; hind pail- with rich 
golden-brown pubescence below. Wings pale grey; a smalj 



294 


8YBPHID.fi. 


brownish-yellow infuscation in middle, extending from the costa 
and the brown stigma and reaching to the 4th longitudinal vein ; 
squamae and halteres brownish-yellow. 

Length ,, 13 mm. 

Described from a single $ taken by Mr. S. Kemp betweeh 
Ranging and Rotung, N.W. Frontier of India, 2200 ft., 20. xi. 
1911. A true Serieomyia w ith the general appearance of Eristalie . 
Type in the Indian Museum. 


Subfamily CHRYSOTOXIN^E. 

Antennae porrect, elongate, arista normally dorsal, rarely with 
an apical style; anterior cross-vein normally before middle of 
discal cell; marginal cell open. 

This subfamily, like the MiLE8im.fi, is by no means a satisfactory 
one nor is its position, as such, at all well established. Originally 
ChrysQtoxum was included by Schiner in the Chbysogastbin.*, 
and, though the latter group is inadmissible as a subfamily, 
Verrall considered that Chrysotoocum would not be misplaced near 
Syrphus and Xdnihogramma. The value of both the position of 
the anterior cross-vein and the elongate or porrected nature of 
the antennae may De over-estimated, especially the latter. 

Table of Genera. 

Antennae with a dorsal arista . Chbysotoxum, Meig., p. 294. 

Antennae with an apical style . Calliceba, Pan?,, p. 303. 

Genus CHRYS0T0XUJC, Meig. 

Chrysotoxum , Meigen, Blig. Mag. ii, p^275 (1803). 

Mulio, Fabricius, nec Latreille, Syst. Antliat. p. 183 (1805). 

Genotype, Musca bicincta , L.; by Latreilie’s designation, 1810. 

Head semicircular, as broad as thorax ; eyes pubescent, but in 
some cases indistinctly so, contiguous for a long space in <5 but 
well separated in $ ; frons prominent, generally black with lateral 
yellow dust-spots ; face very prominent^ not at all cut away below 
the antennal prominence, descending perpendicularly and only 
gently curved outwards above upper mouth-border. Antenn® 
long, placed in profile at the limit of the produced frons and 
upper limit of face, the three joints in many species roughly sub¬ 
equal in length ; in other species, 2nd a little longer than 1st, 3rd 
distinctly longer than 2nd ; 1st cylindrical, slightly wider at tip, 
2nd rather similar but proportionately broader at tip, longer on 
lower side, both with bristly hairs, 3rd bare, roughly cylindrical, 
arista bare, sub-basal. Thorax roughly oblong, finely punctate, 
black with yellow side lines and spots, and a pair of rather 
indistincl greyish stripes on anterior part of dor&umr Pubescence 
fairly dense; scutellum similarly clothed, yellow, base more or 
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lees black. Abdomen ovate or elongate-ovate, often well arched, 
finely punctate, generally with a pair of curved yellow spots on 
2nd to 5th segments. Legs simple, mainly yellow. Wings with 
venation of Syrphus , but 3rd vein sometimes more inclined to 
form a downward bend into the 1st posterior cell; alul® large. 

Life-history unknown, but it is suspected that the early stages 
are passed in rotten wood or in the diseased sap of trees. 

Range. Europe, Central and South Asia, Siberia, North -Africa, 
Orient, North America, West Indies. 



Fig. 62.— Chrysotoxum baphynu, Walk, (sexfaediatwn, Brun.) f ?. 

A very well-defined and conspicuous genus of rather large flies, 
frequently black and with pairs of curved yellow spots on the 
abdomen. The long antennas, the yellow markings of tne body, the 
nearly wholly yellow legs, the yellowish anterior portion of the 
wings aud the rather faint greyish stripes on the thorax, with the 
typically Syrphid venation, combine to make the genus easily 
distinguishable once it has been recognised. The adult flies love 
the sunshine and are generally distributed in sunny spots, borders 
of woods and similar situations, though they are very seldom 
actually common. The relative lengths of the antennal joints are 
not given, as the differences do not seem to warrant their being 
regarded as of specific importance. 

Table of Species. 

1. Abdomen with 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments 
with a definite (though sometimes small or 
relatively indistinct) yellowish triangle on 
hind margin, generally quite obvious and 
large, and always so on pt least one or two 
segments ..... ... 2. 

Abdomen without any of the segments 
bearing such a hind marginal triangle. 3 
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2. Second abdominal segment mainly yellow 

(as is whole abdoqien), with a median 
transverse black line and a short veitical 
stripe above it joined to a narrowly black 

anterior margin ... ., .. baphyrus, Walk., p. 296. 

Second abdominal segment mainly black, 
with two transverse, elongate, yellow, 
median spots, pointed at their inner ends; 
hind margin of segment yellowish or 

brownish-orange . . conue^um, Brun., p. 298. 

3. Pairs of yellow spots on 2nd to 6th seer- 

men ts . . 4. 

Pairs of spots on at most 2nd and 3rd seg¬ 
ments ..«. .»*«. «• 6. 

Thoracic grey stripes carried beyond suture; 
scutellar spot well defined; abdominal 
spots lemon - yellow ; femora wholly 
yellow; wings with an obvious but ill- 
defined blackish spot towards tip. festivum , L., p. 299. 

Thoracic grey stripes ending at suture; 
scutellar spot ill defined; abdominal spots 

ochraceous; femora narrowly black at base; [p. 300. 

wings without trace of subapical spot. . fuscomarginatum, sp. n., 
6. Fourth and 6th abdominal segments entirely 
black... ... ...... . 6 

Fourth abdominal segment with hind margin 
orange-brown; 5th with a large orange [p. 300. 

spot .... .. . . quadrifaseiatum, sp. n., 

6. Abdomen black; 2nd and 3rd segments 
with a pair of nearly linear orange-yellow 
spots placed distinctly behind anterior 
margin ; scutellum dull yellowish with a 

blackish spot . antiquum,W alk., p. 301. 

Abdomen deep violet-blue; 3rd segment 
sometimes with a pair of linear whitish 
spots on anterior margin, but these are 
generally absent; scutellum brignt lemon- 

yellow without sign of a black spot violaceum , sp. n., p. 302. 

225. Chrysotoxum baphyrus, Walk. 

Chrysotoxum baphyrus , Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 542 
(1849). 

Chrysotoxum indicum , id., Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 218 (1852). 
Chrysotoxum sexfasciatum, Brunetti, Dec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 89 
(1908); i, pi. xiii, fig. 9, full ins. (1907). 

Chrysotoxum citronellum , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 90 (1908). 

c? $ . Head : vertex small, blackish, or with a bronze tint, with 
a little black pubescence; ocelli red, well separated. Eyes 
contiguous for half the distance from vertex to frontal triangle; 
latter small, black, with blackish-brown pubescence. Antennal 
prominence brown, blackish at base above; 1st and 2nd antennal 
joints orange-brown, 3rd joint black, base paler,* arista orange- 
brown. Face lemon-ybllow, sometimes tinged with greenish, with a 
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moderately wide black median stripe which is sometimes narrowly 
orange on each side; cheeks sometimes pale orange, with an indis¬ 
tinct blackish intervening stripe. Proboscis short, black. Occiput 
black, yellow-dusted, with yellow pubescence on upper part, 
whitish towards margins and with whitish pubescence on lower 
part. Thorax : dorsum black, with the usual two yellowish-grey 
median stripes ; side margins rather broadly yellowish ; pleur® 
blackish with a brassy tinge and some yellow pubescence, a yellow 
spot of the usual kind on mesopleura and stemopleura. Scutellum 
lemon-yellow to rather brownish, with pale yellow to brownish 
pubescence. Abdomen nominally yellowish; 1st segment orange- 
brown ; 2nd with an arcuate, transverse, rather narrow black line 
across middle of segment, the ends not quite reaching hiqd 
margin, a short vertical stripe connecting it with a narrowly black 
front margin ; hind margin occupied by a very broad, low, some¬ 
what orange-tinged area filling up the remaining surface of 
the segment. 3rd segment yellow, a pair of elongate, black, 



Fig. 63.— Chrysotoxum baphyrvs, Walk. (citroneUum, Brun.), <5, 
thorax and abdomen. 

diagonally placed stripes, their inner ends pointed, nearly con¬ 
tiguous towards middle of anterior margin, a large orange triangular 
space on hind margin similar in colour to that of '2nd segment. 
4th segment similar to 3rd; 5th segment black, with a pair of 
comparatively large yellow elongate spots placed diagonally, and 
a large orange-yellow apical spot. Pubescence of abdomen short, 
yellow, the margin with a fringe of shor'fc black hairs, anterior 
corners with yellow pubescence. Venter from orange to yellow, 
hind margins of segments black. Legs mainly yellow ; fore cpxae 
yellowish, posterior pairs brown, with a little concolorous pubes¬ 
cence ; hind femora in sometimes brownish apicaJly, hind tibi® 
sometimes with about apical half orange or brownish ; hind tarsi 
sometimes brown. Wings pale grey, a little yellowish anteriorly; 
halteres pale yellow ; squamae whitish, margins orange, with a 
little yellow pubescence. 

Described from the types of bapTiyrus , sexfasciatum and citro- 
nellum, and from a number of other specimens from various 
sources. Simla, 7000 ft., 9. v. 1910 ( Annandale ); Ram pore 
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Chaka, Bijnor District, United Provinces, 23-31. xi. 1907 (type of 
sexfasciatum ); North Bengal (type of baphyms ) ; Q-udahir, 
Nilgiris, 8. India, 6000 ft., 19. ix. 1917 (Nagnatk ); "Yereaud, 
Salem, Madras Presidency, 27-29. x. 1913 ; between Rotung and 
Kalek, Abor Country, 2000-3500 ft., 14-15. iii. 1912 (Kemp).-, 
Kandy, Ceylon, xii. 1907 (E. E. Green, type of citronellum ); 
Pundaluoya, Ceylon,iv pnd ix. 1893 (E. E, Green) ; Lower Ranges, 
Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 ( Chennell ). Type of baphyrus , a <J, in 
the British Museum; of sexfaeciatum, a $ , in the Indian Museum ; 
of citronellum, a , in my collection. 


226. Chrysotoxam convexum, Brun. 

Chrysotoxum convexum , Brunetti, Rec. Tnd. Mus. xi, p. 249, pi. xiii, 
fig. 19, abdomen (1915). 

<3 Head : frons with yellowish-grey dust; antennal promi¬ 
nence shining black, with black hairs, a few of which extend to 
the adjacent parts of the frons; antennae black, arista reddish- 
brown on basal portion. Face bright yellow with a broad median 
black stripe; a black band from the corner of the eye to the 
mouth-border, which latter is reddish and shining. Under side of 
head yellowish-orange ; proboscis dark brown with short yellowish 
hairs. Black hairs on vertex, and a fringe of yellow hairs along 
posterior orbit of eye. Thorax moderately shining black with 



Fig. 64 .—Chrysotoxum convexum, Brun., abdomen. 

short sparse black pubescence, a few rather bright brown hairs in 
the middle of the disc. A pair of moderately narrow yellowish- 
grey median stripes on anterior border, extending only for a short 
distance Humeri and posterior calli, together with a short 
lateral contiguous Darrow stripe, bright yellow j a short stripe on 
the pleura just below but not touching the humerus, and the bases 
of the wings, a duller yellow. Scutellum bright yellowish-orange 
on anterior margin, orange-yellow on hind margin, ^he remainder, 
forming the bulk of the disc, moderately shining black. Abdomen 
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black, slightly shining; posterior border of 2nd, 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments brownish-orange, the colour extending forwards in the 
centre of the 2nd and 3rd segments nearly to the middle of the 
disc ; a pair of elongate triangular yellow spots on 2nd segment, 
placed ab the middle of the sides, their apibes nearly reaching the 
middle of the disc ; a pair of moderately wide,, slightly curved spots, 
with the convex side placed anteriorly, eaeh extending from the 
hind corner of the 3rd segment to the anterior margin, where their 
ends nearly meet. The 4th segment similar, 5th mainly yellowish - 
orange, a narrow median line from anterior margin, forking early, 
the ends not reaching the apex. Base of under side of abdomen 
yellowish-white; a pair of oval yellowish spots placed transversely 
near anterior margin and near the sides of the 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments; those on the 4th segment shorter, the hinder part of that 
segment niore or lees reddish-orange. Dorsal side of abdomen 
with black hairq exeept on the yellow markings, where the 
pubescence is concolorous. On the venter the whole pubescence 
Is black. Legs : coxae black with black hair ; fore femora yellow, 
about the basal half black; other femora reddish-brown, middle 
pair more broadly, hind pair very narrowly, black at base. Tibiae 
and tarsi orange-yellow, base of tibiae more lemon-yellow. The 
femora bear short black pubescence, a little longer on the base, the 
hind pair have so\me very short yellow pubescence intermixed on 
lower side; tibiae and tarsi with yellow pubescence. Wings grey, 
anterior margin narrowly brownish-yellow; halteres yellow; 
squamae yellowithj-orange, with deeper edges and yellow fringe. 

Length , 14 fom. 

Described from a single d in the Indian Museum from Andar- 
ban, G-arhwal District, W. Himalayas, 11,000 ft., vi. 1914 (Cot. 
Tytler). The brownish-orange of this species presents a contrast 
with the lemon-yellow colouring of C. festivum. 


227. Chrysotoxum festivum, L. 

Musca /estiva, Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., Ed. x, p. 693 (1768). 

Musca bipunctatft, Muller, Zool. Dan. Prodr. p. 174 (1776). 

Musea imbelle, Harris, Expos. EngL Ins., p. 60, pi. xv, fig. 16 (1783). 

Syrphus arcuatus, Fabricius, Syst. Ent. p. 767 (1776). 

Chrysotoxum scutellare, Loew, Progr. Posen, p. 26 (1840); Isis, 
vii, p. 668 (1840). 

Chrysotoxum infuscaturn, id., ibid. 

J $ Head in <3 bright lemon-yellow; vertex black, with a 
little black pubesceuce; frons shining black, with n little white 
dust above and at sides and with short black pubescence. 
Autennae black. Face with a median black stripe^ cheeks with a 
rather narrow black stripe, hinder part of cheeks varying from 
oranges to whitish. Occiput grey-dusted, hardly projecting behind 
eye-margins, a short, white fringe on upper part. In 2 » frons all 
black, a pair of large, very pale, yellowish-grey dust-srpofcs just 
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above antennal prominence, contiguous with eye-margins. Thorax 
shining black, with a pair of median grey dust-etripes, extending 
well behind suture. A lemon-vellow spot on humeri, at ends of 
suture, above wing-bases and on hind corners of dorsum. Pleurae 
with the usual spots on mesopleura and ster nopleura, the 3rd spot 
immediately in front of wing-base, contiguous with mesopleura. 
Scutellum yellow, with a large, clear-cut black spot in middle. 
Thoracic pubesceuce brownish-yellow. Abdomen shining black ; 
2nd, 3rd and 4th segments each with a very clear-cut pair of 
narrow, lemon-vellow spots forming an arc but distinctly separated 
in the middle line, not reaching side margins, their inner ends 
near anterior margin of segment, their outer ends near hind 
corners ; 4th segment with a narrow yellow hind margin, 3rd and 
6th with traces of such. 5th segment with a pair of curved 
yellow spots of a similar nature but placed diagonally, their upper 
ends towards middle of anterior margin. Venter with a pair of 
transverse yellow spots on 3rd and 4th segments. Pubescence of 
abdomen mainly black, but longer and whitish on basal corners. 
Legs orange to tips ; coxa? and trochanters black, basal half of 
tibiae pale yellow ; pubescence yellow. Wings pale grey ; yellowish 
anteriorly on basal half; a rather large, distinct, but ill-defined 
blackish spot over 2nd vein just beyond anterior cross-vein. 
Squamm orange, margins and fringe darker; halteres orange to 
yellow. 

Length, 14 mm. 

Described mainly from a £ from Bishopabad, Bihar, 19. v. 1911 
(N. C. Rothschild ). VerralPs description is also drawn upon for 
fhe as the species is common in Europe. It is also known 
from N. Africa and Siberia. The above £ hi the British Museum 
is the only specimen from the East which I have seen. 

228. Chrysotoxum fuscomarginatum, sp. nov. 

$ Very like C. festivum,lj. Smaller; the grey thoracic dust- 
stripes ending at suture; the sternopleural spot whitish; the 
scutellar blackish spot distinct but its outline less well defined; 
the abdominal spots more ochraceous; hind margins of 4th and 
fith segments more broadly ochraceous; femora narrowly blackish 
at base, hind pair inconspicuously blackish-brown about the 
middlfe. Wings uniformly moderately dark brown nearly to 3rd 
vein, without trace of a subapical blackish spot. 

Length , 9 mm. 

One 2 from Chi.tral (R. Hill\ In the British Museum. 

229. Chrysotoxum quadrifasciatum, sp. nov. 

£ Head : frons from vertex to antennae shining black, with a 
pair of large, oval, yellow-grey dust-spots contiguous with eye- 
margins, placed a litjfle below middle of frons. Aqtennae black, 
2nd joint a little pale towards tip on inner slide. Eace brownish- 
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orange; a wide black median stripe and a rather indefinite one 
on cheeks, behind which the cheeks are paler yellow. Proboscis 
dark brown. Occiput flush with eye-margins except narrowly 
behind vertex, yellowish-grey with conoolorous pubescence, a 
yellow fringe on all its margin. Thorax ; dorsum shining black 
with a slight aeneous tinge, the broad side margins wholly brownish- 
orange, but distinctly interrupted just behind suture. Pleurae 
blackish; lower part with aeneous or deep blue reflections; meso- 
pleura with the usual elongated spot brownish-orange, the 
contiguous one smaller, placed just in front of root of wing; 
sternopleura with an orange spot. Scutellum yellowish. Pubes¬ 
cence of thorax brownish-yellow, rather dense and obvious. 
Abdomen black ; 2nd and 3rd segments each with a pair of trans¬ 
verse, linear, orange spots forming a slight arc on or just behind 
anterior margin and not reaching side margins, their inner ends 
narrowly separated,2nd pair broader than 1st; 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments with narrowly brown bind margins, 5th with a rather large 
brownish-orange spot in centre. Abdominal pubescence all 
brownish-orange. Venter black, 2nd segment with a pair of 
transverse brownish-orange spots. Legs brownish-orange to tips 
of tarsi; except fore coxae, fore femora narrowly at base, middle 
pair a little more broadly and hind pair nearly to tip, blackish. 
Wings yellowish -grey, anterior margin rather narrowly yellowish; 
2nd vein with brownish or yellowish suffusion aoicallv; halteres 
yellowish. 

Length , 11-12 mm. 

Described from two $ $ in the British Museum; Khasi Hills, 
Assam. This species is allied to convexwn by the orange colour 
of its pale markings, but the abdominal spots are confined to the 
2nd and 3rd segments only. 


230. Chrysotoxum antiquum, Walk. 

Chrysotoxum antiquum, Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt, i, p. 218 (1862). 

cf $. Head : in <3 , eyes clothed with distinct phort whitish 
pubescence, absolutely contiguous for a greater distance than 
height of vertical triangle; latter black, with blackish-brown 
pubescence. Frons mainly occupied by a shining black triangle 
with obvious black pubescence; front edg6 brownish-orange, sides 
dusted with yellowish-grey. Face chrome-yellow, with a rather 
broad median black stripe; a lateral dark brown stripe on cheeks. 
Antennas wholly black. Occiput light grey, a yellow fringe on 
lower part. In $ , upper half of frons shining black, the yellowish- 
grey dust-spots large, practically meeting the yellow face. Thorax 
rather shining black, with rather conspicuous trownish-yellow 
pubescence, which is a little longer than in most species. Two 
grey dust-stripes on anterior margin reaching to about suture; a 
chrome-yellow spot on humeri, at ends of suture, above base of 
wing and on hind corners, the latter spots practically united to 
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tfie coneolorous yellow scutellum, which has only a trace of an 
elongate blackish transverse spot but bears obvious black pubes¬ 
cence. Pleurae black, with a little obvious fine pale pubescence, 
rather longer than usual. The usual spots on mesopleura and 
sternopleura, the former with a contiguous small p re-alar spot. 
Abdomen black; 2nd and 3rd segments each with a pair of trans¬ 
verse, narrow, linear spots distinctly behind anterior margin, well 
separated in the middle line but not reaching side margins, placed 
not quite in a straight line. Abdominal pubescence black, that 
at the base brownish or yellowish. Venter black, yellowish at base, 
3rd segment with a pair of large transverse yellowish spots; 
similar, smaller ones on 4th segment. Legs orange, front tibiae 
more yellowish ; basal half of femora blackish. Wings grey, 
rather yellowish-brown on about anterior third; blackish in 
stiginatic regipn and anteriorly on about apical half. Halteres 
and squamae orange. 

Length , 14 mm. 

Described from the type <5 (without antennm), and a $ in good 
condition from Simla (Sladen), both in the British Museum. The 
locality from which the type was obtained was recorded simply 
as “ India orientalis.” 

231. Chrysotoxum violaceum, sp. uov. 

c? 2 • Htad: eyes in cf contiguous for fully half the distance 
from vertex to frons, with short whitish pubescence on upper 
part, rest almost bare; vertical triangle blackish with long black 
hairs curved forward and a little grey dust at sideB. Frons shining 
black, except the very narrowly yellow-dusted space contiguous 
with eye-margins; bearing long black hairs. Antennae black, 
3rd joint as long as 1st and 2nd together, arista brownish-orange ; 
antennal prominence shining black. Face very shining bright 
chrome-yellow, with brownish-yellow pubescence; a median bare, 
shining black stripe nearly one-third the width of the face. A 
bare moderately broad shining black stripe from lower corners of 
eyes to month-border, behind this stripe pale orange-yellow with 
short, yellow pubescence. Proboscis black. Occiput with yel¬ 
lowish-white rementum and a complete fringe of yellow hairs 
except' where the black hairs replace them behind vertex. In 2 > 
frons less than one-fifth of head at vertex, widening gradually so 
that the face below the antennae is twice that width, thence sides 
of face parallel. Eyes with only the sparsest very short white 
pubescence. Vertex with a large deep violet-black spot, between 
which and the antennal prominence are two obvious but not con¬ 
spicuous pale yellowish-grey dust-spots, contiguous with eye- 
margins, nearly meeting in middle line and continued narrowly 
by eye-margins to the bright shining chrome-yellow face, which 
latter bears short soft yellow pubescence. A median, moderately 
broad shining bare black stripe from base of antennsB to tip of 
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upper inQuth-border; sides of upper mouth-border dull trans¬ 
lucent orange, and there is a small transverse whitish space 
between them and the shining dark brown stnpe which separates 
this part from the shining cream-yellow lower part of head* 
Thorax shining blackish with a dark cupreous or violet tinge, 
minutely punctate; anterior half pf dorsum with dense moderately 
short nch brown pubescence; that on sides and hinder half of 
dorsum black, and slightly longer; two yellowish-grey, rather 
narrow stripes on anterior margin disappearing hindwards before 
or at suture. Pleura shining black or aeneous-black; mesopleura 
and sternopleura conspicuously cupreous. Bright, shiniDg 
chrome-yellow calli placed as follows: one on humerus; an 
elongate one with a deep diagonal impression above wing-base; 
an elongate vertical one on hind half of mesopleura. Pubescence 
of pleura black, hut with some yellow hairs intermixed on meso* 
pleural calli. Scutellum bright lemon-yellPw with no black spot. 
Abdomen deep sinning violet, minutely punctate with dense erect 
short black pubescence, which in central part of hinder half of 
2nd, 3rd and 4th segments is replaced by much shorter and 
exceedingly dense depressed pubescence. Side margins of abdomen 
very distinct; sometimes an elongate whitish spot on each side 
of anterior margin of 3*'d segment; venter shining dark violet, 
with black pubescence. Legs yellow or orange-yellow ; basal third 
of fore femora, basal half of middle femora, hind femora wholly 
(except at tip), black; tips of tibirn and the entire tarsi brownish. 
Pubescence black on black parts, except -|or the very short 
whitish pubescence on hind femora; also black on yellow parts of 
tibiae and on upper side of tarsi; on rest of leg6 it is short and 
yellow. Wings dark blackish-brown anteriorly, gradually fading 
hindwards to grey on hind margin; halteres dull orange. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from several of each sex in the Indian Museum from 
Slireil, Darjiling District, 5000 ft., 11-31. x. 1917 (Annandale 
if Gravely). One $ in the British Museum from Simla 
(Sladen). Types in the Indian Museum. A most beautiful species, 
closely allied to Walker’s C. antiquum , though I feel convinced 
that it is really distinct. 


Genus CALLICERA, Pam. 

CaUicera , Meigen in Panzer, Faun. Gera., p. civ, pi 17 (1809). 

Bead short, slightly wider than thorax; face broad and pro¬ 
duced, scarcely hollowed below antennas but with middle knob 
and upper mouth-edge slightly produced ; face densely pubescent, 
almost as in Microdon ; jowls moderate in size; back of head shallow; 
vertex in d very small; frons moderately produced, brilliantly 
shining and quite bare. Eyes hairy, especially in d * and touching 
in thnt sex for an unusually long space (about three times as long 
as vertex), but well separated in $ . Antennae elongate, porrect, 
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rising from a frontal prominence; basal joint or joints rather 
long; 3rd joint as long as 1st and 2nd together, with a con¬ 
spicuously white terminal style. Thorax normally shaped, with 
dense though not very conspicuous pubescence without any bristly 
hairs. Scutellum large, resembling thorax in colour and pubes¬ 
cence, with a fairly conspicuous marginal fringe. Abdomen 
elliptic, as long as thorax and scutellum together; basal segment 
short, the others normal. Pubescence fairly abundant and equally 
distributed, always tawny except at tip. Legs rather strong, quite 
simple unless the tarsi are rather widened. Wings with the 
venation found in Syrphus ; anterior cross-vein rather before 
middle of discal cell, rather upright; veins closing 1st and 2nd 
posterior cells rather angulated at the flexure. 

The above description is abbreviated from that of Yerrall *. 
This genus falls in the Chbysotoxin.*, and differs from Chryso- 
tpxum by the antennae being stylate, as compared with the dorsal 
position of the arista in the latter genus. 

Range . Europe, Mediterranean, Orient, K. America, Mexico. 

Life-history apparently unknown. Females of C. yerburyi , 
Yerrall, have been noticed in Scotland paying fleeting visits to 
pine-stumps. 

Only two species have been recorded from British India. 
Both were described in a paper by the late Gr. H. Yerrall which 
appeared posthumously (Trans. Ent. Soc. London, 1913, pp. 323- 
333). The descriptions are reprinted here without alteration. 


232. Callicera doleschalli, Terr. 

Callicera doleschalli, Verrall, Trans. Ent. Soc. Lond. p. 328 (1913). 

“ $ Head wider than thorax, and seen in profile nearly two- 
thirds as long as deep; face shining black slightly obscured with 
brownish-grey dust and with rather abundant pale brownish-grey 
pubescence, hanging down or sloping rather inwards, leaving bare 
a broad shining black middle line all down the face; eye-margins 
broadly dusted brownish-grey, seen from above there is a line of 
dark pubescence running down the sides of the face from the base 
of the antennae parallel with eye-margin; frontal prominence 
broad and rounded, all polished black; upper part of face under 
antennae bulging; a rather broad black space across front part of 
jowls from eyes to mouth, jowls with long brownish-grey pale 
pubescence like that of face; lower half of back of head a little 
inflated and all the same brownish-grey colour as facial eye- 
margins but with only short brownish-yellow pubescence, upper 
halt blackish, reduced in width and hollowed out towards vertex, 
with a brownish post-ocular ciliation on upper part ending in 
much longer hairs on vertex. Eyes with dense brown pubescence 


* Brit. Flies, Syrphidse, p. 655. 
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longest on front part of eye, shorter, rather sparser and paler 
below and behind, but no dark band visible. Antennae with basal 
joint long, rather ferruginous; 2nd joint dark brown, about 
two-thirds the length of 1st; 3rd joint dark brown and nearly so 
long as first two together, about as thick* as end of 2nd joint for 
half its length, then gradually tapering tt> a moderate point, arista 
not quite so long as 3rd joint, blackish and moderately thick on 
basal quarter, then not conspicuously white but slightly brownish- 
white and ending in a very sharp point, the basal antennal joint 
with unusually conspicuous bristly pubescence on end three- 
quarters above, and on end half beneath; 2nd joint with 
very minute, hardly noticeable pubescence. Thorax dark aeneous, 
appearing darker behind because of black pubescence, on the disc 
may be traced with difficulty a broad middle blacker stripe and 
apparently four more broad lines, the two outer ones on each side 
connected in front just above the suture. Pubescence fairly 
dense but not very long except at sides and nearly erect on the 
disc, brownish-grey on all fore part but black on all hind part, 
becoming long and rather conspicuous on and about postalar calli. 
Scutellum moderately bright aeneous, large, rather inflated and 
semicircular, pubescence round margin forming a long conspicuous 
whitish fringe, but on disc not quite so long and tinged with 
brown. Abdomen much spoilt by damp, pubescence on two basal 
segments long, pale brownish on 1st segment (almost whitish at 
sides, similar to that round margin of scutellum, but rusty on 
disc), black and conspicuous on all 2nd segment (but rusty on disc), 
erect, abundant and whitish-yellow on 3rd and 4th segments. 
I think the 1st segment is deep black, and that there is on the 
2nd segment well after the seneous base a broad transverse deep 
black band which is extended down the middle to the hind margin. 
Belly seneous with rather abundant brownish-orange pubescence. 
Legs orange-red with nearly the basal half of femora indeter¬ 
minately black, tarsi blackish after most of basal joint, the last 
three joints of tarsi appear to be a little dilated Femora all with 
abundant greyish-white pubescence, but front pair with a few 
inconspicuous black hairs behind above. Front tibiae behind on 
more than tip half with a conspicuous whitish fringe which occurs 
(though much less conspicuous) on middle tibia*, hind tibiae also 
with some inconspicuous short whitish pubescence about the 
middle. Wings rather tinged with brownish about the base and 
especially about the middle and on the stigma, diseal cross-vein 
before one-quarter the length of discal cell, upper marginal cross- 
vein with a rounded angle. Alar squamae blackish-brown with 
fringes of the same colour, thoracal squamae more orange-brown 
with large conspicuous fringes of the same colour. Halteres 
orange. 

“ Length about 12 millim. without antennae, which measure 
2*75 mm. 

“Described from a (J in the British Museum taken b 
Lt. E. T. Watson in the North Ghin Hil ls [Burma], 5000 ft., in 
March 1893." 


x 
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233. Callicera s&ckeni, Verr. 

Gallicera sachem, Verr&ll, Trans. Ent. Soc. Loud. p. 331 (1913). 

“ (S . Head dilated and nearly two-thirds as long as broad, 
pubescence o£ face greyish-orange and hardly leaving a bare 
middle line but bare only just about middle of facial knob, a good 
deal of yellow dust along upper sides of face, pubescence similar 
to the facial is present all round under eyes and up lower part of 
back of head, which is very little inflated; jowls aeneous. Eyes 
densely clothed with pubescence, and I think I can trace a dark 
line of pubescence down eyes in the usual place. Frons shining 
black, almost or quite bare. Antennas without style not so long 
as head, both the basal segments short and 3rd segment quite 
three times as long as the other two together, considerably dilated 
on the basal half and ferruginous beneath at the base, but tapering 
on the end half; style long, white and thin, but blackish and 
thickened at buse, almost half as long as 3rd joint. Thorax with 
brownish-orange dense pubescence, but more than hind half of 
disc with mainly black pubescence intermixed, and scutellum on 
disc with practically all rather conspicuous black pubescence, 
though beneath and round margin the pubescence is longer and 
all brownish-orange. Pleur® with brownish-orange pubescence. 
Abdomen bright seneous, though I can trace nearly all the 
2nd segment dull black and a broad dull black band right 
across the disc of 3rd segment, it is on this latter segment that 
the bright aeneous colour is most conspicuous on the fore and hind 
margins, broader at the sides than at middle; the 4th segment 
appears coppery aeneous. Pubescence equal and dense, of a more 
ruddy hue than on thorax, with no trace of black hairs at tip. 
Belly with dense brownish-orange pubescence. Genitalia black. 
Lego rufous orange, femora black except on the tip quarter when 
they become indeterminately rufous-orange, tarsi rather darkened 
above on the last two or three joints. Pubescence behind anterior, 
and in front of hind, femora, dense, not very long, brownish- 
orange ; hind tibiae rather darkened above tor a considerable space 
after the middle; cox®, trochantere and base of femora con¬ 
spicuously black haired, especially the cox® and trochanters. 
Wings rather brownish about base and fore part just past discal 
cross-vein and more so about costa to end of long subcostal vein, 
discal cross-vein at two-fifths of discal cell, upper marginal cross¬ 
vein a little angulated. Squamae dark brownish glassy, fringes of 
thoracal squam® loug, brownish-orange. Halteres with small 
blackish-brown knobs. 

“ Length without antenn® 13 millira. Antenn® 3*5 mm. 

“ Described from one in the British Museum from Burma 
(Fort White, North Chin Hills, 7000 ft., April 1893) collected 
by Lt. E. Y. Watson.” 
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Subfamily MICRODONTIN^E. 

Antennas porrect, elongate, 1st joint long, cylindrical, arista 
dorsal, bare, sub-basal; eyes bare (at lbast in Microdon), wide 
apart in both sexes, frons a little wider in $ ; face flat and broad. 
wings comparatively' short, especially in Microdon; 3rd vein (in 
Microdon) emitting the stump of a vein across middle of 1st 
posterior cell; 4th vein strongly recurrent, closing 1st posterior 
cell some distance from wing-border; 5th vein bent upwards at 
about a right angle, apical portion generally nearly straight 
( Microdon ) ; anterior cross-vein some distance before middle of 
discal cell. Legs generally stout, tarsi generally dilated. 

The above characters are drawn up mainly from Microdon . the 
principal genus. MixogacUr is conflned to the New World, with 
the exception of one species from Australia: my vupiformis was 
wrongly placed in this genus, and a new genus, Paramixogaster , 
is defined below, to contain this species. Besides these, only two 
other genera of the subfamily are known, and they are recorded 
onlv from South Amerioa and Australia. 

The genus Microdon constitutes the greater part of this suo- 
family. Some of its species have a remarkable resemblance to bees 
of the genus Apit> though the larvss of those species of which the 
life-history is known live in ants’ nests. More typical species of 
Microdon are broader and more robust, brilliantly coloured, and 
often metallic. 

The two Oriental genera may be distinguished as follows :— 

First joint of antennae as Ions as (generally 
longer than) 3rd; 2ud rather short but 
nlways obvious, sometimes nearly half as 
long as 3rd; the closed 1st posterior cell 

nearly always with a spur on front margin. Micbodon, Meig., p. 307. 
First joint of antennm elongate, cylindrical, 
but shorter than in Microdon ; 2nd so 
minute as to be easily overlooked; 3rd 

much longer than 1st (5 to 6 times as long [gen. n., p. 319. 

in the type-species) 1 . .. Paramixog aster, 

Geuus MICRODON, Meig. 

Microdon, Meigen, Blig. Mag. ii, p. 276 (18Q3). 

Aohntis , Latreille, Hist. Nat. Crust. Ins. xiv, p. 368 (1804). 
Chymophita, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins., Dipt, i, p. 486 (1834). 
Dimernspis , Newman, Ent. Mag. v, p. 372 (1838). 

Mesophila, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iv, p. 1167 (1849). 

Ubristes , Walker, Ins. 9aund., Dipt, i, p. 217 (1862). 

Omegasyrphus , Giglio-Tos, Boll. Mus. Zool. e Anat. comp. Torino, vi, 
no. 108, p. 4 (1891). 

Gbnottpb, Musca mutabUis , L., by original designation. 

* For a list of the Oriental species, see Brunetti. Bee. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 94 
(1908): also de Meijere t Tijd. v. Ent. Ii, pp. 199, 200, notes and a table of 
14 species (1908). 

x 2 
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Head about as broad as thorax, somewhat flattened ; eyes bare, 
wide apart in <$, still m.ore so in $ ; frons in <$ generally slightly 
narrowed about the middle; face rounded, very pubescent, mouth- 
border not prominent; antennae porrect, approximate at base, 1st 
joint the longest, cylindrical, 2nd about one-fourth as Jong as the 
1st, broader at tip and longer on lower side, 3rd joint of irregular 
shape, longer than 2nd, but usually only as long as, or shorter 
than, 1st, upper side nearly flat, lower side gently rounded ; arista 
sub-basal, bare, somewhat thickened. ^Z'Aoraajsubquadrate, arched, 
with rather dense pubescence; scutellum rather large, in many 
species with two blunt tubercles or spines near the tip. Abdomen 
about as long as thorax, rounded, well arched and curved down¬ 
ward ; 4th segment in <5“ nearly half the length of the abdomeln, 
in 2 4th and 5th segments subequal, 5th segment in often 
very small, twisted sideways to the left so that the bulbous base 



Fig. 65 .—Microdon bellus,. sp. nov., 2 • 

of the large genitalia is prominent, with appendages concealed 
beneath the body. Legs short and thick, tarsi wide. Wings com¬ 
paratively short, venation recalling that of Evmerus , marginal cell 
widely open ; 3rd vein sinuous, with a stump of a vein projecting 
backwards nearly half-way across 1st posterior cell; latter closed 
a long distance from border of wing by the stroDgly recurrent tip 
of t|ie 4th vein ; anterior cross-vein distinctly lelore middle of 
discal cell: apical portion of 5th vein rectangular, nearly upright; 
anal vein slightly but distinctly curved at tip ; squamae large. 

Tlange. Europe, North and South Africa,'Orient, Tasmania, 
North and South America. 

Life-history . That of M. mutabilis , L,, and of certain other 
European species is known. The larva are so unlike those of 
any Other insects that when first discovered they were actually 
described as molluscs bv two authors, writing independently, 
in two consecutive years, and several years elapsed before 
Schlotthauber cleared up the mystery, the matter being more 
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completely discussed by Elditt in 1845 *. The curious larv® are 
short-oval, very convex above, flat below, with the margin incised 
to receive the head in front, and with a posterior spiracular 
process. They live in ants’ nests. The larv© of M. eggeri have 
been found frequently in nests of certain species of Formica in 
stumps of coniferous trees, those of M. mutabilis in nests of 
certain other species of Formica , usually under stones. Certain 
non-European species have been discovered in nests of other Ants. 
Their exact relationship with the ants does not yet appear to be 
certain. It has been suggested that they feed on the pellets 
of food disgorged from the ants’ mouths. The literature is 
summarised by Lundbeck, Diptera Danica, v, pp. 579-581 (1916). 

This well-marked genus forms a rather isolated group, its 
nearest ally being, perhaps, Ceria. 


Table of Species. 


1. 2nd abdominal segment distinctly but not 

greatly contracted in middle, making the 
abdomen appear subclavate; (vertex well 
developed, scutellum small, rounded) .. 
2nd abdominal segment never contracted; 
abdomen short and rounded or elongate- 
conical, never subclavate. 

2. Legs orange ; wings quite clear ; 4th vein 

recurrent at a right angle 
Femora considerably black; wings with 
microscopic obvious pubescenoe; 4th 
vein recurrent at an acute angle ... 

3. Scutellum with hind corners produced into 

an obvious blunt point or tooth. 
Scutellum oblong or rounded, not produced 
into teeth ... 

4. Brilliantly metallic species. 

Non-metallic species. 

5. Abdomen without white hair-spots 
Abdomen with white hair-spots.... 

0. Small species, 5 mm. long ... .. 

Larger species 10 to 13 mm... 

7. Abaomen much broader than thorax 
Abdomen not broader than thorax 

8. Wholly black species . 

Not wholly black species 

9. Metallic species . 

Non-metallic species . ... 

10. Surface of wing with microscopic scales 
Surface of wing without trace of scales. .. 

11. Abdomen in considerable part red. 
Abdomen with no part red. 


2 . 


3 . 

contractus , sp. n., p. 310. 


conveniens , sp. nr., p. 311. 

4. 

9. 

5 . 

6 . 

stilboides , W alk., p. 311. 
metallicus, de Meij., 

[p. 312. 

cceruleusy Brun., p. 313. 

7. [p. 313. 

fulvopubescens. sp. n.. 

8. ' [p. 314. 
carbonarius, sp. n., 
opiformis, sp. n., p. 314. 
bellus , sp. n., p. 315. 

10. [p. 316. 

squamipennis, sp. n., 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 


* Stett. ent. Zeit. vi, p. 384, pi. i, figs. 6-14 (1845). 
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12. (<i) Legs wholly black; antennae black; [p. 316. 

bead black; length 9£*-ll mm. ... annandtdei , Bran., 

(b) Legs (except hind femora) mainly 

orange; antennae orange; bead ferru- [p. 317. 

ginous-red; length 14 mm. . . ruficaudus, Brun., 

(c) Tegs wholly orange ; antennae brown ; 

head blackish ; length 7£ mm. Jlavipes, Bran., p. 317. 
18. Thorax dark shining violet. . unicolw. Brun., p. 318. 

Thorax black . .-. auricinctus, Brun., 

[p. 318. 

The species of Microdon are in some cases closely allied, an<^ as 
many specimens go greasy after a year or two unless quite 
thoroughly dried soon after capture, it is difficult to identify these 
with certainty. The blunt points or teeth at the hind corners of 
the scutellum are easily overlooked. 


234. Microdon contractus, sp. hov. 

<j> Head slightly but distinctly broader than thorax; vertex 
only slightly raised above level of eyes; latter rather dark orange- 
brown with irregular black markings. Frons and face with 
parallel sides, at level of antennas forming nearly half width of 
head, former with dense yellowish-grey pubescence, latter with 
similar whitish pubescence, face gently curved, moderately pro¬ 
duced. Antenn® dark brown, 1st joint cylindrical, rather paler; 
2nd about one-third as long as 1 st, broader at tip; 3rd about 
times as long as 1st, much stouter, arista orange-brown. 
Occiput with a slight deep blue tinge, prominent behind vertex, 
dying away at upper corners of eyes; upper margin with 
short brownish-grey hairs; sides and lower part with whitish 
pubescence. Thorax black, finely punctate, with greyish-white, 
rather ragged pubescence, which is a little more conspicuous along 
suture and much longer on pleurae and in front of wing-base; 
humeri and hind corners a little brownish-orange. Scutellum 
small, hind margin rounded, with grey hairs; metanotum shining 
dark brown, bare. Abdomen finely punctate, dark brown, with a 
dull violet tinge ; hind margin of let segment bare, very shining; 
2nd segment about twice as long as 1st, distinctly though not 
greatly narrowed at middle, basal half pale yellowish, bare, with a 
distinct rounded bump in middle of anterior half. Pubescence of 
dark \part of abdomen black; at base of 2nd, 3rd and 4th seg¬ 
ments a rather broad band of greyish pubescence, which is invisible 
in certain lights. Venter with whitish pubescence. Legs orange, 
knees and about basal half of tibiae pale lemon ; pubescence on 
coxae whitish, obvious, elsewhere on legs inconspicuous. JVings 
quite clear; apical section of 4th vein turned tip at a right angle 
and just slightly recurrent at extreme tip, a minute appendix at 
flexure; 5th vein well rounded nt flexure and very recurrent. 
Squamae whitish ; halteres orange-yellow. 

Length , 9 mm. 
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Described from a unique $> from Deesa (Bombay Presidency), 
iii. 1897 (Nurse). 

Type in British Museum. 

235. Microdon conveniens, sp. dov. 

2 . Very near contractus but certainly distinct. Vertex more 
elevated, 1st joint of antenna blackish-brown (rest of antennae 
missing); eyes dark coffee-brown. Legs orange, basal half of 
middle femora brownish, a narrow median brown ring on middle 
tibiae; hind femora black for three-fourths of their length, hind 
tibiae with a narrow black ring; traces of a dark ring on 
fore tibiae. Wings with the ultimate microscopic pubescence 
sufficiently obvious just to darken the surface when seen under 
a strong lens. 4th vein with apical section straight and 
recurrent at an acute angle. 

Length. 9 mm. 

Described from a single $ from Assam, in the British Museum. 


236. Microdon stilboides, Walk. 

Microdon stilboides, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p 638 
(1649). 

d Head metallic blue-green. Eves separated at nearest point 
of approach by one-fifth of the head ; vertex and frons with 
blackish-broWu pubescence, face with whitish pubescence, in both 
cases moderately dense. Antemise black, set hj a bare brown spot 
on face, arista brown. Occiput concolorous metallic, with a fringe 
of short pale yellow hairs. Thorax metallic blue-green, with 
dense pubescence, which appears black, green or yellow according 
to direction of view ; pleurae with black pubescence Scutellum 
with hind corners produced into two blunt teeth. Abdomen 
metallic blue-green; 1st segment wholly purple ; extreme tip of 
abdomen for a small space orange; pubescence black, almost 
microscopic, a litte pale yellowish hair towards tip. Venter purple 
at base, remainder missing; genitalia orange. Legs metallic 
purple; femora with blue-green reflections ; pubescence of legs 
pale, inconspicuous. Wings pale brownish-grey; darker anteriorly 
to behind 3rd longitudinal vein; spurious vein very distinct, 
ending opposite tip of appendix ih 1st posterior ceil; a short 
appendix towards tip of 4th vein, apical section of latter 
sinuate. Alar squamae pale brown, with brown edges and 
fringe; thoracic squamae greyish-white with whitish fringe; 
halteres whitish. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described from Walker’s type , a d labelled simply “ E. Ind.,” 
whicli usually means East India: in the British Museum. A 
brilliantly metallic, almost uniformly green species with bluish 
reflections, and punctate. 
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? 2 Head : frons and face with parallel sides, former slightly 
narrower than latter, which is one-third of head, both blue-green 
with a narrow transverse purple line above antennaB; eyes, 
antennas and occiput black; head with short brownish-grey 
pubescence. Thorax blue-green, with violet or purple reflections 
and short black pubescence: scutellum oblong, concolorous, the 
hind corners produced as two short blunt teeth. Abdomen 
coppery, with very short depressed yellow pubescence; 1st seg¬ 
ment deep blue, with whitish pubescence; venter bright blue, 
hinder part bright green; ovipositor long, narrow, yellowish- 
brown. Legs blue-green, with stiff black pubescence and softer 
whitish pubescence on some parts; pill villi orange-brown. Wings 
brownish as far back as 3rd vein, remainder grey; halteres pale 
orange. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Described from a perfect <j> from Peshoke Spur, Darjiling 
District (Lister ), in the Indian Museum ; and a second damaged 
2 in the British Museum from Sikkim (F. 0. Moller). A 
brilliantly metallic, punctate species. 

There seems every probability of the above being the 2 of 
stilboides, in spite of the conspicuous difference of its coloration 
from that of the 3 : metallic species are prone to this variation. 
It is a magnificent species, and the only one with an appendix 
towards the tip of the 4tb longitudinal vein included in this 
volume. Dr. de Meijere recorded a 3 from Java. 


237. Microdon metallicus, de Meij. 

Microdon metallicus , de Meijere, Bijd. Dierk. xviii, p. 98 (1904). 

3 Shining steel-blue; upper side of thorax more violet; 
upper side of body densely punctate. Antennae dull black, 1st 
joint as long as 2nd and 3rd together, 2nd only a quarter as long 
as 3rd. Epistome with dense whitish pubescence. Eyes blackish- 
brown, facets of uniform size. Thorax above with short black 
pubescence ; scutellum with lighter pubescence, its hind corners 
produced into two blunt teeth ; spines with white pubescence. 
Sides of thorax nearly bare. Abdomen with very short dark 
pubescence; anterior margins of segments towards sides with 
whito hair-spots ; furthermore, the 3rd and 4th segments have two 
similar spots near the hind margin, those on the 4th segment 
larger. Two transverse impressions are found respectively 
between 3rd and 4th segments, and distinctly before tip of 4th 
segtnent. Legs black; tibiae on outer side with dense short 
white pubescence. Wings clear. 

Length , 11 mm. ; of wing, 9 mm. 

Described by de Meijere, from Bengal, and stated to be near 
stilhoides , Walk.; it differs from that species, inter alia, by having 
white hair-spots on the abdomen. 
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238. Microdon caraleua, Brun. 

Microdon cesruleus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind„ Mus. ii, p. 92 (1908). 

$. Frons nearly one-third width of h^ad, shining blue-black 
with very sparse and short yellowish hair; vertex forming a 
slightly raised triangle reaching almost to the base of the 
antennae, which are blackish-brown, with 3rd joint a little 
flattened, three or four times as long as 2nd, and with 1st 
much shorter than 3rd; mouth-border pale. Thorax (much 
broken) violet-black; scutellum concolorous, with two short 
blunt but distinct spines. Abdomen deep violet-black, posterior 



Fig. 66 .—Microdon caruleus, Brun., left antenna in profile *. 

borders of segments and tip of abdomen with whitish hair. Legs 
bright tawny-red, base of fore femora brown, middle femora and 
tibiae brownish-grey, base of hind fe'mora and apical half of 
posterior tibiae, brown. Wings pale grey, recuiTent portions of 
4th and 5th longitudinal veins almost straight. 

Length , 5 mm. 

Described from one $ from Margherita, Assam, in the Indian 
Museum (the only specimen which l can mow definitely refer 
to this species). 

239. Microdon fulvopubescens, sp. nov. 

2 Head : frons and face with almost parallel sides, at level of 
antennae more than one-third of head, finely jpunctate, with black 
pubescence above antennae and yellowish-grey pubescence on the 
somewhat aeneous face. Eyes dull red; antennae black, 3rd joint 
nearly twice as long as 2nd, arista brownish. Occiput black, 
a little yellow pubescence on lower half. Thorax black, with a 
distinct aeneous tinge and dense deep orange pubescence. Pleurae 
and scutellum similar; scutellum with two blunt teeth. Abdomen 
much broader than thorax, black, with an aeneous tinge on greater 
part of surface, and dense, rather depressed, orange pubescence. 
Venter shining black, minutely punctate. Legs : coxae and femora 
black; tibiae and tarsi dark brown ; a little yellowish-grey hair on 
coxsb and close black pubescence on femora. Tibiae mainly with 
short black pubescence, but it is yellowish-grey on front side of 
fore pair, outer side of middle pair, and both outer and hinder 
sides of hind pair. Tarsi with blackish-brown pubescence, hind 
tarsi *ith orange pubescence on under side. Wings pale grey, 

* Fig. 66 was drawn from a <J example, which, after further examination, I 
think may not be nonspecific with the $. In the latter the 3rd antennal joint 
is nearly three times as long as the 2nd on the inner side and about four times 
as long on the outer side. 
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veins hardly perceptibly and narrowly suffused with pale brown ; 
apical section of 4th vein considerably recurrent, nearly straight. 
Thoracic squamm orange with dark orange margin and fringe; 
halteres brownish-orange, clubs blackish. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Described from a single $ from Ceylon, in the British Museum. 

240. Microdon carbonarius, sp. nov. 

3 5 Head : iu <? , frons slightly narrowed in middle, at which 
part it is less than oiie-third of the head ; face broader than frons, 
widening a little below; both frons and face shining black, finely 
punctate with black pubescence. Eye-facets of equal size. An¬ 
tennae black, 3rd joint two and a half times as long as 2nd and as 
long as 1st. Occiput black, with a little black pubescence towards 
margin on lower part and behind vertex. In $ , frons and face 
equally wide, with parallel sides; distinctly wider than narrowest 
part of frons in <3 Thorax shining black, finely punctate, bearing 
short black pubescence; seutellum similar, with two apical 
distinct spines at tip ; sides of thorax shining black witli black 
pubescence. Abdomen in <3 oblong, narrower behind, in $ 
gradually narrowing from base of 3rd segment; shining black, 
finely punctate; 5th segment turned quite sideways to the left; 
the large globular base of the genitalia conspicuous, brownish- 
grey, with brownish-orange appendages. $ genitalia apparently 
normal. Venter black with black pubescence. Legs moderately 
shining black, pubescent; knees brownish-orange; tarsi with some 
yellow or brownish-orange pubescence; pulvilli orange. Wings pale 
grey; veins very distinct; halteres orange ; squamae dirty white. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Described from two 3 (3 and three $ $ in the Indian 
Museum from above Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft,, 
15. vii-30. viii. 1917, including type (3 ; ix. 1917, type $ {Kemp). 
This species bears a considerable resemblance to my unicolor , but 
the 8cutellar spines will immediately distinguish it. Type <3 in 
the Indian Museum. 

241. Microdon apiformis, sp. nov. 

(3 Head : frons a little narrower in middle, at that point much 
less than one-third of the head; face a little wider than frons, 
gradually widening to lowest part; frons and face moderately 
shining black with rather long bright chrome-yellow pubescence, 
both finely punctate. Antennal prominence very small, shiuing 
black, 1 st and 2nd joints dark brown, 3rd blabk, two-and-a-half 
times as long as 2nd and about as long as 1st, tip obtuse. Occiput 
black, a little pale hair on lower part and behind vertex, middle 
margiu nearly bare. Thorax blackish, moderately shining, finely 
punctate; side and hind margins, humeri and seutellum, rather 
translucent pale yellowish-brown ; whole surface with short, close 
bright yellow pubescence. Seutellum with two distinct apical, 
brownisb-orange, short, obtuse spines. Abdomen finely punctate; 
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1st and 2nd segments almost anastomosed; 4th segment nearly 
as long as 2ud and 3rd together; whole dorsum yellowish-brown, 
but 3rd more or less blackish towards sides and 4th wholly blackish 
except in upper central part. Pubescence of abdomen following 
ground-colour; the yellow being longer, the black very short and 
dense. Hind part of 4th segment towards sides with a little 
yellowish pubescence; 5th segment twisted to the left side; 
globular base of genitalia blackish, large, with yellowish-grey 
tomentum. Venter yellowish-brown with a little moderately long, 
bright yellow hair. Legs : coxse shining black with bright yellow 
pubescence; femora shining black, with sparse pale pubescence; a 
smoll orange space below at base ; tips orange. Anterior tibiae on 
front side of fore pair and outer side of middle pair mainly 
blackish ; hind tibiae entirely black'. All tibiae with thicker yellow 
pubescence than femora. Tarsi brown wirh yellow pubescence, 
hind pair darker on upper side with orange-brown pubescence 
below. Wings pale grey, the microscopic surface bristles very 
minute and slightly depressed ; a barely perceptible trace of suf¬ 
fusion over outer sides of 1st posterior and discnl cells and tips of 
3rd and 5th veins. Halteres yellow; squamae dirty white. 

Lengthy 11 £ mm. 

Described from two A iu the Indian Museum from above 
Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., 15. vii-30. viii. 1917 
(Kemp). This species, as Its name implies, has a considerable 
resemblance to the honey-bee, Apis melltjicay L., and its allies. 

242. Microdon bellus, sp. nov. (Text-fig. 65> p. 308.) 

2 Head : frons at vertex one-fourth the width of the head, 
brilliantly shining metallic peacock-blue. Face barely broader 
than frons; brilliantly shining metallic-green; frons and face 
microscopically punctate, both with very pale yellowish-grey, 
dense, moderately long pubescence. Antennae black, 3rd joint two- 
and-a-half to three times as long as 2nd and distinctly shorter 
than 1st. Occiput metallic blue-black with rather dense whitish 
pubescence. Thorax brilliantly shining metallic dark blue, 
minutely punctate, with dense yellowish-grey pubescence. 
-Scutellum uuspined ; shining metallic blue-green, minutely 
ounctate with yellowish-grey pubescence. Pleurae shining blue 
with whitish pubescence, rather long on inesopleura, pteroplenra 
and sternopleura. Abdomen brilliantly shining metallic dark blue, 
very closely punctate. Anterior corners and sides of 1st segment 
with soft, silverv-white pubescence; 2nd segment with similar 
pubescence on hind margin towards sides, 3rd segment similar,.but 
the inner ends of the stripes turned upwards and slightly dilated; 
4th segment with a curved stripe on ench side of middle line, 
placed diagonally from a little above centre towards hind corners, 
and 9th segment with a vertical stripe on each side of middle line : 
all the stripes composed of silvery-white pubescence. Sides of 
abdomen with similar pubescence. Venter shining dark blue, hind 
margins of 2nd and 3rd segments somewhat w’hitish, with silvery- 
white pubescence. Legs shining blue-black with conspicuous 
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white pubescence; anterior knees narrowly, and basal half of all 
tibiae, yellowish ; anterior tarsi darker brown towards tips. Wings 
rather pale brown; halteres yellowish. 

Length , 8 9 mm. 

Described from two $ $ in the Pusa collection from Mussoorie, 
ix. and x. 1906. Type sent to the British Museum. 

? cf. A headless specimen pinned on the same piece of cork as 
one of the females may be the , though the genitalia are not 
visible. The whole thorax and scutellnm are brilliantly cupreous, 
the pleurae shining green, all covered with dense bright orange 
pubescence. The abdomen is duller cupreous with metallic 
reflections. Hair-spots as in 2, but golden-yellow instead of 
white, except on 1st segment. Legs with bright yellow pubes¬ 
cence, especially long and conspicuous on tibiae. In all else as 
in $ Mussoorie, ix. 1906. 

213. Microdon squamipennis, sp. nov. 

2. Very like M. -flavipes. Differing by the antennal pro¬ 
minence, the 1st antennal joint, vertex and eyes all being shining 
black. Abdomen black. Basal half of anterior femora black, the 
colour more or less continued on upper side towards tip; hind 
femora black except at extreme tip ; apical half of anterior tibiae 
relatively darker than in flavipes', hind tibiae and all tarsi quite 
black. Wings pale grey; all the veins rather broadly suffused 
with pale blackish. The whole surface of the wing with micro¬ 
scopic dirtv-grey scales. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from a single 2 i u the Indian Museum from Tura, 
Garo Hills, Assam, 1200-1500 ft., 15. vi-15. vii. 1917 {Kemp), 
This species is unique amongst Oriental forms in having the wings 
scaly, yet its close resemblance t o flavipes is remarkable. 

244. Microdon annandalei, Brun, (PI. VI, fig. 7.) 

Microdon annandalei , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 91 (1908); 
i, pi. xiii, fig. 10, full insect (1907). 

6 2 Head black; frons narrowed just above antennae, covered 
with close silvery-white hair, which is only visible from above; 
vertex black; antennae black; 3rd joint one-and-a-half times as 
long as 2nd, or as long as 1st and 2nd together. Under side of 
head black, eyes bare, very shining and smooth. In 2 »frons and 
face with nearly parallel sides, one-third width of head, both 
black with a little short whitish pubescence. Thorax black, with 
very sparse gold-grey hair towards the posterior part, seen best 
from behind ; scutellum similar, with a slight indentation in centre 
of posterior border. Abdomen and venter uniformly brick-red, with 
traces of minute whitish pubescence on posterior half; base of 1st 
segment black. Legs black, with fine silvery-white hair on coxae 
and outside of tibiae. Wings pale blackish; darker anteriorly. 

Length r 9|-11 mm. 



MICBODON. 


317 


Described originally from one <$, the type, in the Indian 
Museum collection, from Soondrij&I, Nepal, Bhowali, 2. vii. 
1912 (/mm*); Pusa, 18. ix. 1908; Ohapra, Bengal; Simla, 1898 
(. Nurse); Khasi Hills, Assam. 

245. Microdon mflcaudua, Brun. 

Microdon ruficaudua , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 93 (1908). 

9 Head above and below antennas entirely ferruginous-red, 
with short tawny hair; frons one-fourth the width of head; ocelli 
very close together; antennas tawny-red, 3rd joint brownish-black. 
Eyes bare, shining, facets very small.. Thorax blackish, with fiery 
red-ferruginous hair; scutellum similar. Abdomen obconical, dis¬ 
tinctly longer than thorax; basal half black; apical half tawny- 
red with short golden-red hair. Venter bare, basal half black, 
apical half red. Lege ferruginous-red, practically bare; coxae, a 
streak at base below middle femora, hind femora wholly except 
tip, and a spot at outer side of hind tibiae at tip, black. Winge 
tawny-yellow. Halteres tawny. 

Length , 14 mm. 

Described from the one 9 taken by me in Calcutta, 26. ix. 1904. 
Type in tny collection. Sack has recently recorded this species 
from Formosa. 

246. Microdon flavipes, Brun. 

Microdon flavipes, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 92 (1908). 

£ 9 Froas and vertex blackish, the former in <3 one-fourth, 
in 9 one-third width of head at vertex, with dense gold-yellow 
hair, only visible from above; eyes bare, shining, bright brown, 
antennas and antennal stem brown, 3rd joint two to three times as 
long as 2nd; 1st as long as 2nd ami 3rd together. Thorax brown, 
dorsum black, with gold hair; scutellum black, with gold hair. 



Fig. 67 .—Microdon flavipes, Brun., left antenna in profile *. 

Abdomen orange to brown with gold pubescence, which is very 
minute on 1st three segments, seen only from in front, and 
forming a gqld spot extending over the edges at the sides of the 
3rd and 4th segments. Two broad gold hair-dpots sometimes 
meet towards the apex of the abdomen, in the form of a V. 
Legs entirely bright tawny, with minute silver-yellow pubescence 


• In fig. 67 the 2nd joint is a little too short in proportion to the 8rd. 
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on outer side of tibiae and tarsi. Wings quite clear, 4th longi¬ 
tudinal vein quite straight on the recurrent portion. 

Length, 74 Him* 

Described from four $ <J> (including type ) from Mergui, Lower 
Burma, and one 6 and one $ from Tura, Garo Hills, Assam, 
1400 feet, x. 1917 (Mrs. Kemp); all in the Indian Museunq 
collection. 

247 Microdon unicolor, Bnm. 

Microdon unicolor, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 225 (1915). 

3 Head dark violet, a dark bluish tint behind upper part of 
eyes; frons and face with rather long yellowish-grey hair, leaving 
the centre of the latter bare; the hair is also sparser on the vertex 
and round the ocelli. A few stiff black hairs behind vertex. 
Middle and lower parts of ocular orbits with short yellowish-grey 
hair. Proboscis brown. Antennae with 1st joint distinctly longer 
than 3rd, nearly as long as 2nd and 3rd together; 3rd three times 
as long as 2nd, 1st and 2nd joints black, 3j*d black with dirty 
brownish-grey dust. Thorax and scutellum deep violet, only a 
little shining, with rather thick, short, black pubescence, which 
also occurs on the pleura; mesopleura with a little short grey 
hair. Abdomen deep violet, a little shining; dorsum with very 
short black pubescence ; longer, wholly grey pubescence at sides, 
also sparsely on hind margins of segments. Venter deep violet, 
nearly bare. Legs blackish-violet with minute black pubescence ; 
tibiae with grey pubescence except on inner sides; tarsi with a 
little grey pubescence above, with which at least on hind meta¬ 
tarsi some black pubescence at the sides is intermixed. Wings 
rather dark brown, a little paler on posterior half; halteres 
brownish-yellow. 

Length. 10-11 mm. 

Described from a perfect <3 from near Puri, Orissa, 6. xi. 1912 
(Gravely). In the Indian Museum. 

The other only violet-black species from the East is sumatranus ., 
Wulp, which is marked freely on the body and legs with white 
hair-spots. 

248. Microdon auricinctus, Bran. 

Microdon auricinctus, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 93 (1908). 

2 , This species bears considerable resemblance to my rujtcaudus , 
but differs as follow.s;—The antennae are black, except the dark 
red basal half of the 1st joint. The hair on the face is thick, 
golden-yellow. Metanotuni shining black. The 2nd abdominal 
segment is black in the centre, and ferruginous-red towards the 
sides; nearly the whole segment, including the posterior border, 
being covered with short, fiery, golden-reddish, tomentose hair. 
3rd segment black; a stripe of short bright golden hair across 
the base, continued downwards over the edge, and along the sides, 
below. A.stripe also of similar hair on the posterior border, also 
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carried over the edge to the under side. 4th segment wholly 
ferruginous-red, nearly bare, except for a little concolorous hair 
at tip. Legs with fore coxae tawny, posterior coxae blackish, all 
coxae with bright short golden-yellow hair. Remainder of legs 
wholly bright tawny-red, unmarked. Wing* dark grey, distinctly 
blackish at tip and bright yellowish-tawny from the anterior 
border down to the vena spuria, this colour extending distally to 
a little beyond the end of the upper basal cell. 

Length, 13 mm. 

Described originally from a perfect unique example (type) in 
my collection, sent to me by Mr. B. E. Green, taken at Kandy in 
October 1907. I have also seen specimens from Pashoke, Dar¬ 
jiling District (It . S. Lister ); Talewadi, N. Kanara District, 
3-10. x. 1916 (Kemp). Sack has recently recorded this species 
from Formosa. 

Genus PARAMIXOGIASTER, gen. nov. 

Genotype, Mixogaster vespiformis , Brun. 

<J Head, nearly hemispherical, as broad as thorax ; eyes bare, 
widely separated, frons forming half the width of the head, with 
parallel sides, well elevated; a transverse impressed line extends 
on each side from the upper corner of the eye down to the base 
of the antenna ; face as broad as frons, with parallel sides and 
with a not very distinct impressed transverse line below antennse. 
Antenna; contiguous at base, approximately cylindrical; 1st joint 
moderately long, 2nd so minute as to be easily overlooked, 3rd 
nearly six times as long as 1st, slightly sinuate, gradually in-' 
creasing in sue nearly to the rather blunt tip, arista bare, 
sub-basal. Thorax short, rather broader than long, barely arched, 
quadrangular with rounded hind corners; scutellum rather small, 
unarmed. Abdomen nearly twice as long as thorax and scutellum 
together, distinctly compressed to less than half its greatest width 
in the region of the 1st segment and basal half of the 2nd seg¬ 
ment; 1st segment rather short, 2nd the longest, remainder of 
abdomen forming a short club. Genitalia mainly concealed. Legs 
moderately long and strong, simple. Wings of normal size; 
marginal cell \* idely open ; 3rd vein nearly straight, with a spur 
at middle of anterior margin of 1st posterior cell; anterior cross¬ 
vein before first third of discal cell; apical section of 4th vein 
recurrent, with a small appendix at flexure; 5th vein almost 
recurrent, rounded at flexure. 

Range. The only known species is recorded from Assam. 

Life-history unknown. 

On my examining species of Macquart’s genus Mixogaster in 
the British Museum from various regions, it became apparent 
that jny vespiformis is not congeneric : the differences lie in the 
structure of the antennae and in the Venation. In the various 
species (named and unnamed) of Mixogaster in the British 
Museum, the 1st posterior cell often has on its hinder side a 
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spar, which is frequently joined to the tip of the spurious vein ; 
this spur is wanting in some species, but when present it is never 
situated on the anterior margin of the cell, as is normally the case 
in Microdon. 

249. Paramixogaster vespiformis, Brun. 

Mixogaster vespiformis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. viii, p. 169, pi. vi, 
figs. 8-10, wing, head, abdomen (1913). 

6 Head i frons about half as wide as the head, with parallel 
sides, black,closely wrinkled ; the dull-red eyes are bare, and, seen 
in profile, do not attain either the upper or lower limits of the 
head. Race with short, bright yellow hair; a narrow reddish- 
brown stripe extends across the frons, from eye to eye, imme¬ 
diately above the antennae. The vertex is gently curved, the 



Fig. 68 .—Paramixogaster vespiformis , Brun., head in front view. 

whole of. the face quite flat. Antennae reddish-brown, absolutely 
bare ; 1st joint moderately long, elongate, 2nd very short (easily 
overlooked), 3rd nearly six times as long as the 1st, elongate, 
slender, subcylindrical, very slightly thickened beyond the middle, 



Fig. 69 .—Paramixogaster vespifcn'mis , Brun., efbdomen. 

and tapering to a blunt point; the whole antenna is as long as 
the distance from the frons to the tip of the scutellum; arista 
bare, comparatively small, curved, placed near the base of the 
3rd joint; this latter joint is bent backwards across.the eyes as 
are the antenuee in the Aculeate Hymenoptera. Back of head 
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blackish, a little bright yellow hair behind the eyes. Thorax 
bright red, with a median black stripe about one-third the width 
of thedcrsum. Sides blackish, with a stripe of bright yellow hair 
reaching from the end of the transverse suture nearly to the legs ; 
posterior margins of the dorsum with yellow hair. Scutellum 
black, covered with bright yellow hair. Abdomen : 1st segment 
narrowed immediately behind its base, black, its posterior border 
reddish-brown ; 2nd segment at base of same width as the tip of 
the 1st, but from its middle rapidly widening; 3rd segment 
widening still further, the greatest width of the abdomen being at 
the junction of the 3rd and 4th segments, after which the abdo¬ 
men rapidly narrows. The 2nd segment is black on the basal 
half, with a peculiar dirty milk-white stripe on each side of the 
median line; apical half of segment reddish-brown, with a fringe 
of short bright yellow hairs on posterior margin. 3rd and 4th 
segments mainly blackish with very short bright yellow hairs; sides 
of the former distinctly but not conspicuously reddish-brown; tip 
of abdomen similarly coloured. Venter blackish, whitish at base ; 
genitalia orange. Legs : the coxae are black; remainder of anterior 
legs brownish-yellow, the tibiae with some whitish reflections. 



Fig. 70 .—Paramixogaster vespiformis, Brun., wing. 

Hind legs black, knees brownish-yellow, and tips of tarsi yellowish; 
the tibiae and tarsi with minute white pubescence; under side of 
hind tarsi brownish-yellow. Wings pale grey; stigmatic cell 
yellowish. There is a blackish infuscation at the tip of the wing, 
reaching from about the tip of the 1st longitudinal vein to just 
below the 3rd vein. The appendix in the 1st posterior cell is 
very distinct. Halteres bright lemon-yellow. 

Length , barely 8 mm. 

Described from a single <$ from Dibrugarh, Assam, 17-19. 
xi. 1911 (Abor Expedition, Kemp). Type in the Indian Museum. 


Subfamily CERIINjE. 

Antennce porrect, elongate, set on a somewhat produced frons; 
3rd joint with an apical style; 3rd vein with a downward loop or 
angle info the 1st posterior cell, this loop often ending in the 
stump of a vein as in the MiCRODONTjXlte ; 4th and 5th veins not 
recurrent, but bent up at tip in the ordinary Svrphid fashion ; 1st 
posteridt cell closed nearly on wing-border, tip generally pointed. 

The Ceriik^: are a well-defined group of rather large, wasp-like 
flies, which also resemble to some extent the flies of the subfamily 

v 
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Conopin.*. The group consists mainly of the genus Ceria and its 
alleged subgenera. Though most of the species are tropical, a 
certain number extend to temperate regions. They are nearly 
always yellow and black elongated flies of moderate or large size, 
loving the sunshine, flowers and sweet-smelling plants. 

Genus CERIA, Fabr. 

Ceria , Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 277 (1794). 

Cerioides } Rondani, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (2) viii, p. 211 (1860) ; 
de Meijere, Tijd, v. Ent. li, p. 192, notes and table of species 
(1908). 

Sphtximorpha, Rondani, op. cit. p. 212. 

Sphyximorpha, id., Dipt. Ital. Prod, i, p. 66 (1866). 

Spiximorpha, id., op. cit. ii, p. 12 (1857). 

Genotype, Musca conopsoides , L., by universal acceptance # . 

Head broader than thorax : eyes bare, closely contiguous for some 
distance in c? , wide apart in $ , in both sexes cut away sharply 
on inner upper angle in front; lower part of frons produced 
somewhat, bearing the antennae; face descending almost perpen¬ 
dicularly from below antennae, curving outwards to form the large 
obtuse lower part of head above upper mouth-border; antennae 
long, porrect, placed on a slender elongate peduncle (Ceria) or 



Fig. 71 .—Ceria javana, Wied., $. 

directly on the frons (Sphiccimorpha ); 1st joint cylindrical, 2nd 
cylindrical, much narrower and considerably shorter, 3rd usually 
as long as or longer than 2nd, elongate-oval, the tip pointed and 
bearing a narrow pointed terminal style. Thorax elongate quad¬ 
rangular, with yellow spots; scutellum semicircular. Abdomen 
elongate, cylindrical, often punctate ; or narrowed at base, 


* I can trace no definite announcement of this species as type, Fabricius in 
1794 having mentioned no species, but conopsoides has always been accepted 
as the genotype. 
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sometimes very considerably so (recalling that of a wasp), gener¬ 
ally with yellow (occasionally reddish) bands. Legs moderately 
long and strong; tibiae subclavate. Wings with characteristic 
venation; marginal cell widely open, 3rd vein with a distinct, 
more or less pointed loop downwards into the 1st posterior cell, 
from the tip of which a short stump of a vein projects some 
distance across the cell, which latter is more or less pointed at 
tip, closed near the wing-border; anterior cross-vein distinctly 
beyond middle of diseal cell; 4th vein with traces of an appendix 
at point of upwnrd deflection. 

Range. World-wide. 

Life-history. The larvae of the European C. conopsoides have 
been found in the sap of diseased poplars and other trees and in 
ulcers on elms. They are described as elongate-oval, flat below, 
arched above, shogreened with small spines, with an anterior 
spiracular tubercle on either side near the hind margin'of the 
prothoracal segment, and with a posterior spiracular process more 
than one-third as long as the body. Each body-segment has on 
either side two or three warts, eaeh bearing a group of hairs or 
spines, and towards the hind end the warts become long filaments. 
(See Lundbeck, Diptera Danica, v, p. 588,1918.) 

This genus consists of a good number of moderately large or 
quite large wasp-like flies with well-defined yellow or reddish 
markings on their black bodies. The genus is very easily 
recognised when once known. 

On the principle of continuity before priority I retain the 
generic name Ceria in preference to Cerioides ; and I am inclined 
to recognise Sphi.vimorpha, Rond., as a good genus, in spite of the 
existence of some intermediate species, of which, however, none 
are known from the East*. 


Table of Species. 


1. No antennal petiole ( Sphivimorpha , Rond.) 
A very long and conspicuous petiole 

(Ceria, F., «. sir.) 

2. Humeri black 
Humeri yellow. 

3. Orange-brown species . 

Black-and-yellow species . 

4. Third and 4th abdominal segments each 

with a pair of longitudinal j’ellow spots. 
Third and 4th abdominal segments with only 
yellow bands on hind margins . 

5. (a) Second abdominal segment barely or 

not at all narrowed; 1st and 2nd seg¬ 
ments generally eubequal; or, 2nd a 
little or distinctly longer than 1st; 3rd 
always a little or distinctly longer than 
2nd; 3rd and 4th subequal 


5. I p. 325. 

fruhstorferi, de Meij., 

3. [p. 325. 
fulvescens, Brun., 

4. 

decuruta , sp. n., p. 326. 

[p. 327. 

triangulifera, Brun., 


6 . 


* Vide my notes, Bee. Ind. Mua. xi, p. 254 (1915). 

Y 2 
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(b) Second abdominal segment short but 

very distinctly contracted basally or at 
about the middle; at narrowest part 
at least 5 as wide as greatest width of 
abdomen, generally broader than this. 
2nd segment always shorter than 3rd. 

( c ) Second abdominal segment very long 

and very slender, much less than £ of 
the greatest width of abdomen. 2nd 
segmen t always distinctly longer than 3rd 

6. Two short longitudinal yellow spots on 

thorax behind suture 
No such stripes behind suture 

7. A large, sulphur-yellow spot on each side 

of 1st abdominal segment; pale markings 
of thorax and abdomen sulphur-yellow.. 
No spots on 1st abdominal segment; mark¬ 
ings on thorax and abdomen orange-brown 

8. First abdominal segment without a yellow 

spot on each side at base ... 

First abdominal segment with a distinct 
yellow spot on each side at base, often 
very large and conspicuous 

9. Two short, elongate, yellow stripes on 

thorax behind suture 
No such stripes present 

10. Thorax with a spot at each end of suture, 

also an elongate vertically placed spot on 
either side on mesopleura; all these spots 
yellow. 

No such spots present 

11. Two short, elongate yellow stripes on 

thorax behind suture 
No such stripes present 

12. A median, generally triangular, yellow spot 

between the post-sutural short stripes 
No such median spot 

13. Orange-brown species; (legs all orange- 

yellow, including coxae ; Irons aud vertex 
brownish-orange, without obvious calli)*. 
Blaelc-and-jellow species ; (legs always 
with distinct black parts, even if only 
hind coxae). .... 

14. Third and 4th segments of abdomen with 

peculiarly shaped markings. 

Abdominal markings consisting only of the 
normal hind marginal bands 

15. Brownish-orange species; wings yellowish- 

grey with a distinct brownish spot at tip. 
Black species, generally with pale mark¬ 
ings: wings grey, more uniformly iufus- 
cated on anterior half 

16. Body without pale marks, except that the 

humeri and hind margins of abdominal 
segments are very narrowly brownish- 
yellow ... 

Body with yellow spots on thorax, abdom¬ 
inal segments with hind margins yellow 


9. 

11 . 

7. 

8 . 


[p. 329. 

dimidiatipennis, Brun., 
brevis , Bntn., p. 328. 
compacta , Brun., p. 329. 

[p. 331. 

ornatifrons , Brun., 

[p. 330. 
himalayensis , de Meij., 
10 . 


crux, Brun., p. 332. 
fenestrata, sp. n., p. 333. 


12 . 

15. 

(p. 333. 

trinotata , de Meij., 

13. 


polistoides, sp. n., p. 335. 


14. 

patricia, sp. n., p. 335. 

[p. 336. 

tredecimpunctata, sp. n., 
[p. 337. 

eumenioides, Saund., 


16. 


obscura, Brun., p. 338. 
iavana, SVied., p. 339. 
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250. Ceria fruhitorferi, de Meij. 

Ceria fruhstorferi, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 190, pi. vii, figs. 1, 
head, 2, 1st post, cell (1908). 

$. Very near C. obscura , Brun. Head very similar in form 
and colour; epistome rather more prominent; frons wholly black. 
Antennal petiole hardly noticeable, only the bump present, which, 
moreover, is rather shorter than broad; antennal joiuts relatively 
longer, 1st joint rather longer than 2nd, 3rd less than half as long 
as 2nd*, style very short, thick, black. Thorax : humeri black, 
Bcutellum without yellow nmrgiu, but with two oval spots forming 
a red, V-shaped figure in front of the margin. Abdomen with 2nd 
segment narrower and longer, its hind margin yellow, but the 
yellow band is interrupted in the middle; the sharply separated 
complex formed by the remaining segments is wholly black. Wings 
with anterior half, especially the veins, brown-tinged ; the hind 
half is also somewhat brownish, and the 5th vein narrowly infus- 
cated; apical cell only slightly bent inwards on upper side. 
Halteres yellow. Legs blackish-brown, knees reddish. 

Length , 14 mm. 

Sikkim, a single $ (Fruhstorfer). Type in Hungarian Museum. 

251. Ceria fulvescens, Brun. 

Ceriaftdvescens, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mua. xi, p. 251, pi. xiii, figs. 20, 
thorax, 21, abdomen (1915). 

6 Head : hinder orbit of eyes lemon-yellow. The whole 
front part of the head lemon-yellow, except for a broad median 
brown stripe, which extends to the mouth, and is enlarged round 
the base of the antennae into a diamond-shaped patch which 
occupies all the upper part, except for the rather narrow lemon- 
yellow border immediately contiguous to the eyes. The side 
corners of the diamond-shaped brown area just touch the eyes at 
about half their height, viewed from in front. The cheeks are 
wholly of a like brown colour, leaving abroad lemou-yellow space 
between them and the lower part of the median stripe. Ocellar 
triangle small, brown. Eyes closely contiguous for the short 
distance that they touch. Antennae with 1st joint reddish-brown, 
or more nearly maroon ; 3rd joint brownish-yellow, lighter 
towards tip; style brownish-yellow at base, the remainder 
yellowish-white. Back of head more or less yellowish or brownish- 
yellow. Thorax reddish-brown or ferruginous. Humeral calli 
lemon-yellow. There is a pre -alar lemon-yellow callus at each end 
of the transverse suture, and lemon-yellow coloured marks are 
placed as follows: two faint short lines from the anterior margin 
which nearly meet, and short transverse similar marks placed 
longitudinally aloug the transverse suture, one on each side of the 
middle; an elongate triangular mark on hind margin of dorsum, 
the base of the triangle coinciding with the margin ; a narrow 
suhlateral streak towards each side near the wings ; a rather large 


* An exception to the rule in this genus. 
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very dearly-cut mark on each of the meso-, sterno- and 
metapleurae, the first one approximately oval, the others roughly 
circular. Scutellum reddish-brown, the base and hind margin 
rather broadly lemon-yellow; metanotum reddish-brown. Abdo¬ 
men reddish-brown or ferruginous ; a large triangular lemon-yellow 
spot on each side at the_base of the strongly narrowed 2nd segment; 
posterior margins of 2nd and 3rd segments yellowish, that of the 
4th also indistinctly so. Venter reddish-brown, a small lemon- 
v el low transverse spot towards the hind margin of 2nd segment. 
Leys uniformly ferruginous-brown. Wings pale yellowish ; 
anterior half yellowish-brown, the colour filling the marginal cell 
and extending partly into the 1st basal cell. Stigma a little darker 
brown. Halterss with yellowish-w'hile stems and reddish-brown 
knobs. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Described from a single 6 from Bhowali, 5700 ft., Kumaon 
District, W Himalayas, vii. 1909 (A. D. Imms). 

In Indian Museum. The uniform orange-brown colour of this 
species and the absence of antennal petiole separate it at once 
from all other Indian ones. 

252. Ceria decorata, sp. nov. 

cf Head: eyes practically but not absolutely contiguous, and 
for a short distance only; vertex small, well raised, shining black, 
with rather dense, short greyish pubescence ; ocelli small, shining 
brownish, rather close together Frons and face uniformly bright 
chrome-vellow with a large black triangular spot, its apex at upper 
corner of frons, its base just below base of antennal petiole, the 
lower corners extended as a fine line to each eye-margin; con¬ 
tiguous to this triangle a broad black median stripe on face, nar¬ 
rowed on each side just below the petiole, and narrowing towards 
tip of epistome. Antennae black, 3rd joint a little dusted with 
dull grey, style pale yellow, Cheeks entirely black with a little 
ragged grey pubescence ; occiput barel}' projecting behind eyes, 
black, a little greyish pubescence on margins. Thorax black ; a 
distinct, rounded, somew^hat large, pale yellow' callus on humeri, 
and at ends of suture, an elongate one on the mesopleura, and a 
large round one on the sternopleura. Scutellum pale yellow with 
a round black spot in middle. Abdomen very dark brownish-black. 
1st segment yellow on outer third on each side : 2nd with a broad 
pale yellow bind margin ; 3rd with similar hind margin, to w hich 
is added towards each side an elongate spot placed longitudinally, 
its anterior end enlarged and reaching to about middle of segment; 
4th segment similar, with a large patch of whitish dust on each 
side; 5th black, with dull yellow' dust. Venter black; hind 
margins of segments pale. Legs mainly black or dark brown ; 
anterior femora yellow', a black streak extending over inner and 
upper sides of apical half of fore pair; another streak on fro?>t 
side of middle pair extending a little upwards at base and tip ; 
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hind femora black, a broad yellow ring filling nearly the middle 
third, incomplete on inner side. Wings yellowish-grey ; anterior 
half down to 3rd vein brown ; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 15 mm. 

Described from a single in the British Museum, Rangoon, 
iii. 1881 (Bingham). The peculnydy-shaped elongate spots on the 
3rd and 4th abdominal segment^Bsily separate this species from 
the others in the Sphiximorpha-group. 

253. Ceria triangulifera, Brun. 

Ceria trianguli/ei'a, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ix, p. 273(1913). 

6 2 Head : eyes in contiguous for a very short space only ; 
ocellar prominence filling entire vertex; a little golden-yellow 
hair just over junction of eyes. Frons black, rest of front part 
of head down to mouth-opening rather bright lemon-yellow. A 
large, semicircular black spot (convex side uppermost) embracing 
antennal prominence, joined to black upper part of frons by a 
somewhat narrow black stripe, and also joined by a black stripe 
below antennas to an irregular elongate-triangular spot on face, 
apex downwards, with rounded angles and incurved on the two 
sides ; the lowest part of this triangle does not quite reach the 
mouth-openiug. Cheeks lemon-yellow, with a broad black stripe 
from lower corner of eye to lower corner of cheek. Mouth-parts 
blackish. Antennal prominence ferruginous-brown (there is no 
distinct petiole); basal half of 1st joint, apical half of 2nd and the 
3rd joint wholly, black, the three joints forming an elongate club. 
A broad bright yellow band behind vertex and upper post-ocular 
orbit. Occiput black, yellowish towards sides. Thorax dull 
black with just perceptible black pubescence and lemon-yellow, 
more or less oval, spots placed as follows: on humeral calli, at 
each end of transverse suture, on mesopleura, and one placed 
transversely on sternopleura. A faiut yellow line indistinctly 
along suture. Metanotum black. Scutellum yellow, with a basal, 
rather small, black semicircular spot. Abdomen black ; 2nd segment 
often with a narrow dull reddish-brown tinge at base and tip. A 
large yellow spot at each side of 1st segment; hind margins of 2nd, 
3rd and 4th segments yellow : a little yellow tomentum on hind 
part of dth segment. Legs : cox© black ; anterior femora in 
mainly black, brownish-yellow at base and tips, in 2 lemon-yellow, 
u little browner on apical half, with a black irregular streak on 
under side and a trace of one above ; hind pair lemon-yellow 
nasally, brownish-yellow apically with an intermediate black band 
which is considerably wider on under side and is much wider in 
than $ Tibi© brownish-yellow, a little darker towards tips ; 
hind pair moderately curved. Tarsi light brown. Wings grey ; 
anterior part as far as spurious vein on basal half, and as far as 
3rd vein on apical half, rather dark brown. Halteres yellow. 

Length , 12 mm. 
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Described from one cf and several $ 5 in the Indian Museum 
from Darjiling District, 1000-3000 ft., May 1912. 

This species is evidently a variable one in several respects. 
Two $ <$ and a $ in the British Museum from Thaungyin, Lower 
Burma, i. 1891, iii. 1890 {Bingham), show variation in the 
coloration of the legs. One <5 has the anterior femora bright 
yellow, the fore pair with a black streak on upper side; the 
coloration of the hind pair cofleifets of a large oval yellow spot on 
outer and inner sides of the basal half (these spots being broadly 
united above basally), a large similar orange-brown spot on outer 
and inner sides of apical half (these spots joined above apically), 
while the remaining portion is black. All the tibiae and tarsi, also 
the whole of the antennae, are orange-brown. The head and body 
markings are identical with those of the typical form. 

Another variety (from the Runjit Valley, Sikkim, v. 1894 
{Bingham) ; Himalayas ; Assam ; S. Shan States, 4000 ft., xi. 1899 
{Bingham)), represented by six specimens, including both sexes, 
presents the following minor differences:—Humeral and sutural 
yellow spots much smaller, yellow hind margin of scutellum 
very narrow, legs practically entirely dark brown, spurious vein 
narrowly but very distinctly infuscated, size larger, 13-15 mm. 
One of these specimens has the hind legs as in the Thaungyin 
form, with a yellow elongate spot on the basal half of the hinder 
side of the middle tibiae. There seems no reasonable doubt that 
all the forms are conspecific. 


254. Ceria brevis, sp. nov. 

9 Head : frons at vertex fully one-third, below antennae 
nearly half, width of head; punctate, black. A brownish-yellow 
round spot on each side of the black face at level of antennae, 
touching eye-margin, and a stripe from just below it down each 
side of face to upper mouth-border; the space between them at 
tip shining black, smooth, bare. Antennae and petiole very dark 
mahogany-brown, 1st joint blackish. Hind part of head below 
yellow; occiput black, much produced behind upper margin of 
eyes, with two conspicuous orange-yellow round spots. Thorax 
black, closely punctate ; yellow calli on humerus, mesopleura and 
sternopleura; the barest trace of a spot on either side at extreme 
end of suture ; a small longitudinal vitta on either side of hind 
part of dorsum, near wing-base. Scutellum black, hind margin 
yellow. Abdomen black, closely punctate; 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
segnients with thick orange-brown hind margins bearing 
microscopic pale pubescence; venter black. Legs black; tips of 
anterior femora narrowly, base and tip of hind femora more 
broadl}', basal half and tips of tibiae, and tarsi wholly, orange- 
brown. Pubescence of legs whitish, inconspicuous. Wings very 
pale grey; anterior half dark brown down to spurious vein and 
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3rd vein ; traces of a paler narrower spot towards tips in marginal 
and submarginal cell*. Halteres orange-brown. 

Length , 8 min. 

Described from a single $ {type) from tfie Pusa collection, Bent 
to the British Museum, taken at Pusa “ in a house,” 2. iv. 1906. 
Allied to C. compacta, Brun. I have also seeu one $ from 
Kashmir, 5000 ft., iv. 1901 {Nurse). 

255. Ceria compacta, Brun . 

Ceria compacta, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 95 (1908); i,pi. xiii, 
fig. 13, full insect (1907). 

$ Vertex broadly black, also a wide stripe below antennas, and 
the lower part of the face and a transverse line just below the 
vertical black spot; rest of face red, antennal protuberance 
reddish-brown, antennae dark brown, 3rd joint nearly black. A 
little white hair behind the eyes and on lower part of head. 
Thorax wholly black except red shoulder-spots, and a vertical red 
stripe on each side a little in front of the wings; scutellum 
entirely red. Abdomen black, dull, posterior edges of 2nd, 3rd 
and dth segments with a thick but narrow red border. Legs red ; 
coxae, a narrow ring at the base of the four anterior femora, and 
a ring extending to about two-thirds of the length on the hind 
femora (the extreme base of which is red), and a narrow, some¬ 
what interrupted ring on the apical half of all the tibiae, black. 
Wings clears brown from fore border to just beyond the 3rd 
longitudinal vein and including the whole of the lower basal cell. 
Halteres yellowish-red. 

Length , 11 £ mm. 

Described from one $ taken by me at Mussoorie, W Himalayas, 
22. vi. 1905. In my collection. 

256. Ceria dimidiatipennis, sp. nov. 

d 2 Head : eyes in S contiguous for only five or six facets; 
upper facets slightly larger than others; ocellar triangle small, 
black, behind it the considerably produced and rather elevated, 
thick occipital border is bright sulphur-yellow. Prons and face 
sulphur-yellow. Base of antennae, a small curved stripe thence 
on each side to eye-margin, a narrow median line from base of 
antennas to upper mouth-border, and a very broad band on each 
cheek, black. Antennae black, petiole brownish-orange at base. 
Occiput black. In $, frons one-fourth of‘the head at vertex, 
with broad black transverse band from eye to eye but not 
descending to antennae, connected by a narrow line across the 
yellow occipital vertical region (dividing latter into two elongatg 
spots) with the narrow, black hind margin of that region. A 
transverse stripe below antennae, broader and straighter than the 
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two curved stripes in 3 ; clieeks wholly black to hinder part of 
head. Thorax hlack, with a dark blue tinge; closely punctate 
sulphur-yellow calli of the usual shapes on humeri, at ends of 
suture, on mesopleura and on sternopleura; a very short obvious 
but not conspicuous narrow yellow vitta towards each side of 
dorsum behind suture, at the place where the longer vittae are 
present in trinotata , de Meij. Scutellum wholly sulphur-yellow. 
Abdomen black with a bluish tinge, closely punctate. A large 
sulphur-yellow spot on basal corners of 1st segment, extending at 
sides to hind margin; a thick yellow hind border to 2nd, 3rd and 
4th segments, rather broader on latter and slightly wider in middle. 
Ground-colour in some places irregularly yellowish-grey tomen- 
tose : whole abdomen with microscopic pale yellow pubescence. 
Venter black, a whitish hind margin to 2nd segment a:.d a 
brownish-yellow margin to 3rd ; 4th with only traces of a lighter 
margin. Legs', coxae black; femora yelldw; a short streak on 
upper side near tip and a longer one below on anterior pairs, that 
on middle pair extending nearly from base to tip, in all cases the 
streaks liable to a little dilatation ; hind femora with a similar black 
streak on apical third above and below, the intervening spaces 
brownish-orange. Tibiae pale yellow on basal half, brownish-yellow 
on remaining parts, the colours apparently varying a little in extent. 
Tarsi yellowish-brown, darker above, especially hind pair. Wings 
very pale grey ; anterior half rather dark brown as far as the 
spurious vein and 3rd vein, except that the loop of the latter is 
clear. Halteres yellowish. 

Length , 9-10 mm. 

Described from two 3 3 and a $ from the Pusa collection: 
Hangu, North-West Frontier Province, 10. v. 1916 ( Fletcher , type 
3 and paratype 3); Abbottabad, North-West India, vi. 1916 
( Fletcher , type 9 )• I have also seen examples from Quetta, 
v &vi. 1902, and Kashmir, 5000-6000 ft., v. 1901 (both Nurse). 
This species bears a general resemblance to the European 
C. conopsoides , L. 

Type 3 and type $ sent to the British Museum. 

257 Ceria hlmalayensis, de Meij. 

Ceria himalayensis, de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 198 (1908). 

$ . Frons and vertex brownish-yellow ; epistome yellow with 
broad black median stripe ; a black stripe between base of antennae 
and each eye. Antennal petiole reddish-brown ; antennae blackish, 
becoming rather reddish in parts: 2nd and 3rd joints subequal; 
1st joint rather longer than these, but distinctly shorter than the 
petiole. Thorax black with yellow humeri; two longitudinal yellow 
stripes behind suture near 6ide margins ; pleura? with a yellow 
stripe from wing-base downwards, and a yellow spot on upper 
part of sternopleura. Scutellum reddish-yellow, narrowly black 
at base. Abdomen black, with narrow yellow hind margins to 
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2 nd, 3rd and 4th segments; 2nd segment but little longer than 
1 st, that is relatively short, although rather strongly narrowed. 
Legs reddish-brown. Wings with a broad black costal border; 
2nd basal cell also wholly darkened. Upper side of 1st posterior 
cell deeplv looped downwards but without appendix; halteres 
yellow. 

Length , 12 mm. 

Described by de Meijere from a unique 2 from Sikkim in the 
Hungarian Museum. There is also a 2 in the British Museum 
from Runjit Valley, Sikkim, iv. 1894 (Bingham). Very near 
compacta, Brun., differing by having the vertex wholly yellow, the 
two yellow stripes behind the suture and the almost unieolorous 
legs. 

258. Ceria ornatifrons, Bnm. 

Ctria ornati/rotis, Bruuetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 252, pi. xiii, 
tig. 22, head, front view (1915). 

d $. Head : occipital margin moderately wide directly behind 
frons and upper part of eves, but disappearing at about the 
middle of the eyes; it is bright light reddish-brown, with 
a small lemon-yellow triangular spot at the inner corner of 
each eye. Eyes in <3 at nearest point of approach very narrowly 
separated. The space between the eyes across the middle of the 
head in 2 is equal to nearly half that width. Upper part of Irons 
light red. On each side of the frons, on a level with the antennae, 
is a semi-circular lemon-yellow callus-like spot, its convexity con¬ 
tiguous to the eye-margin. Barely separated from the lowermost 
part of this spot is, on each side, a nearly vertical lemon-yellow 
stripe, contiguous to the eye-margin for a short distance, and 
then, bending inwards, proceeding to the mouth, above which the 
two stripes meet. At the poiut where the stripes quit the eye- 
margin, there is (but on the inner side of each stripe) a projecting 
finger-like mark running towards the centre of the face. The 
whole space round the base of the antennae and the part of the 
♦ace comp-ised between these two pairs of yellow callus-like 
markings is moderately dark brown, punctuated by a number of 
fiue black spots. The sides of the head below the eyes, i. e. the 
cheeks, are lemon-vellow, and there is a broad reddish-brown 
stripe between each cheek and the yellow vertical facial stripe. 
Antennal 1st aud 2nd joints brownish-yellow (3rd joint missing). 
The head is placed very broadly and squarely on the thorax, uo 
vestige of neck beiug apparent. Thorax broad; reddish-brown, 
with a little hoary bloom when viewed from certain directions. 
Humeral ealli lemon-yellow; a small oval lemon-yellow spot 
on the mesopleura; transverse suture narrowly yellowish. 
Bcutellum wholly dull lemon-yellow ; metanotuin reddish-brown. 
Abdomen : 1st and 2nd segments reddish-brown, a conspicuous 
lemon-vellow callus on each side at the base of the 1st segment. 
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An indistinct though obvious circular black spot in the middle of 
the dorsum of the 2nd segment; 3rd and 4th segments dark 
reddish-brown or brown; posterior margin of each with a thick 
lemon-yellow band, whole abdomen with a slight greyish bloom. 
Venter concolorous, with an indistinct yellow band on hind 
margins of 2nd and 3rd segments. Legs (fore pair missing) 
light reddish-brown with a hoary bloom ; knees and base of tibiae 
a little yellowish in certain lights. Wings clear; anterior part 
yellowish-brown, the colour reaching to the spurious vein. A 
subapical blackish spot of some size extends from the costa pos¬ 
teriorly just below the 3rd vein and reaches baeally to about level 
with the anterior cross-vein ; the wing-tip below this subapical 
spot is lightly blackish ; no obvious stigma. Halteres reddish- 
brown. 

Length , 9 mm. 

Described originally from one $ from Kumdhik, base of Nepal 
Himalayas, 22, iii.1909: in the Indian Museum collection. I 
have also seen examples ( $ 5 ) from Singla, Darjiling District, 
1500 ft., iv.1913 ( Lord Carmichael's collector). 

259. Ceria crux, Brun. 

Ceria crux, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. xi, p. 253 (1915). 

2 Head black ; a bright yellow, moderate-sized,round spot on 
each side of frous between base of antenna and eye, contiguous 
to latter but not to former; a broad yellow’ stripe on each side 
of face, beginning in a point just below the circular spot, 
broadening rapidly, thence gradually narrowing to a point at the 
mouth-border; these four yellow spots leave a black cross, viewed 
from in front of the head, extending from vertex to mouth¬ 
opening. Antennae black, 1st joint, which is nearly as long as 
2nd and 3rd together (these two being subequal), reddish-brown, 
especially on under side: apical style of 3rd joint conical, with 
short narrow elongate tip. A little yellowish or greyish pubes¬ 
cence, almost tomentum, behind vertex, some slight grey 
pubescence on lower part of ocular orbit. Thorax black ; a bright 
yellow spot on each humerus, a triangular one at each end of the 
transverse suture, which itself bears a thin greyish line; a bright 
yellow vertical stripe on mesopleura and a round similarly 
coloured spot on sternopleura, both stripe and spot nearly in a 
line with the spot at the end of the transverse suture. Scutellum 
bright yellow, black at base. Abdomen black, anterior corners of 
1 st segment witli a round bright yellow spot; hind borders of 
2nd, 3rd and 4th segments with a moderately wide well-defined 
band of same colour. 1st segment contracted distinctly but not 
greatly towards tip, and 2nd segment equally contracted at base; 
the contracted part at its narrowest point being one-third as 
wide as the abdomen at its broadest part. Legs : cqxsb blackish ; 
anterior legs ferruginous-brown, traces of an indistinct blackish 
ring on all. tibiae beyond the middle; hind femora blackish,except 
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at base, tip and under side ; tarsi a little darker. Wings grey; 
anterior half from base to tip, and as far bind wards as just 
beyond 3rd longitudinal vein, blackish-brown, the colour darker 
here and there; basal halt' of 1st basal and whole of 2nd basal 
cell also dark brown, costal cell clearer. Halteres bright yellow. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Described from a perfect unique specimen in the Indian 
Museum from Kousanie, Kumaon, W Himalayas, 6075 ft., 
vii. 1914 (Col. Tytler). 

260. Ceria fenestrata, sp. nov. 

2 Bead black : a small, pale yellow, round spot on each side 
contiguous to eye-margins at level of base of antennas; and, 
beginning just below this point, an elongate curved spot on each 
side, extending from eye-margin to tip of epistoma, leaving a 
broad, black median stripe. Antennal petiole dark brown; 
antennae black, style of 3rd joint whitish. Occiput black, rather 
well developed behind vertex but not projecting behind middle 
of eyes at all. Thorax entirely black; humeri with distinct 
brownish-orange calli; there are narrow traces of similar colour 
along the suture, and traces of greyish dust on lower part of 
pleurae; scutellum wholly black. Abdomen black; 1st and 2nd 
segments subequal, appearing almost fused into a single segment, 
sharply contracted at their point of union, the narrowest part 
occurring at base of 2nd segment; 1st and 2nd segments together 
not so long as 3rd; 3rd a little longer than 4th; 2nd and 3rd 
with a broad, clear-cut, brownish-orange hind margin, 5th segment 
dark brown. Venter dark brown. Legs blackish-brown, knees 
narrowly, and tarsi indistinctly, brownish-orange. Wings pale 
yellowish-grey, iridescent; dark brown from anterior margin to 
spurious vein, from whence the colour is limited by the 3rd vein ; 
the brown colour also wholly fills the 2nd basal cell, but the 
hinder half of the apical part of the 1st basal cell (i. e., from base 
of 2nd posterior cell to tip of 1st basal cell) is hyaline. Halteres 
black at base and tips, yellowish in middle part. 

Length , 11 mm. 

Described from a single $ in the British Museum. Run jit 

Valley, Sikkim, v. 1894 ( BingJiam ). 

The small, window-like, narrow, clear space at the tip of the 
1 st basal cell, and the marked shortness of the 2nd segment are 
the most conspicuous characters of the species. It bears some 
resemblance to my C. compacta , but this latter has the abdomen 
scarcely narrowed at all at the base. 

261. Ceria trinotata, de Meij. 

Ceria tnnotata. de Meijere, Bijd. tot Dierk. xviii, p. 97 (1904). 

3 2 Bead: eyes in 3 contiguous for a short space only. 
Vertex well elevated, consisting of two large pale yellow calli 
with short yellowish pubescence; a minute black space intervenes 
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between these calli at the extreme vertex, and there is a very 
small black ocellar triangle. Frons and face uniformly rather 
pale y.dlow except for a black triangular spot on which the 
antennal prominence is placed, and a broad black stripe thence to 
tip of mouth-border; also a still broader stripe on either cheek, 
extending from eye to mouth. A little pubescence on frons. 
Antennae dark blackish-brown, style short, white. Occiput black, 
a broad pale yellow margin with a little concolorous pubescence, 
the margin only extending beyond the eyes in the vertical region. 
In $, eyes more broadly separated than in javana ; rest as in <3 
Thorax moderately shining black, closely punctate ; with pale or 
bright yellow calli as in javana, and, iu addition, a narrow, longi¬ 
tudinal yellow stripe towards each side of dorsum, reaching front 
suture nearly to hind margin, and also a triangular (or inverted 
heart-shaped) spot between these stripes in front of the hind 
margin. Scutellum black, hind border yellow, the colour reaching 
up the sides nearly to the base; metanotum shining black. 
Ain!omen black, closely punctate. Two spots closely united at 
each side of base of 1st segment;' 2nd segment shaped as in 
javana ; hind borders of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments as in javana, 
except that the band on the 4th segment does not turn upwards 
at the sides ; also there is on this segment an elongate, yellow- 
tomentose, oblong spot towards each side, near but not on the 
hind border, yet extending to the side margins. Venter black, 
hind margins of segments indefinitely pale. Pubescence of 
abdomen inconspicuous, black or dark brown. Legs: coxae black; 
femora narrowly black at base; proximal half of remainder 
mainly yellowish, distal half pale brown; an indefinite black 
streak on upper side of front pair just, beyond middle, on lower 
side of middle pair, and on upper side of hind pair towards tips ; 
the hind pair also have an irregular blackish ring in the middle, 
extending on the upper side into a longitudinal-streak reaching 
nearly from base to tip. Tibiae yellowish on basal half, more 
brownish distallv, rather broadly and indefinitely blackish beyond 
middle. Tarsi brown, rips black. Pubescence of leg yellow^ 
inconspicuous. Wings as in javana. 

Length , 18-21 mm. 

Described from several of each sex in very indifferent condition, 
apparently through having been preserved in spirit. Darjiling 
District, 1000-3000 ft., v. 1912 {Lord Carmichael ); Singla, Dar¬ 
jiling District, iv. 1913; Tenasserim {Doherty ): all the foregoing 
specimens are in the Indian Museum. In the British Museum 
are examples from Matheran, Western Ghats, Bombay, 2250 ft., 
iii. 1899 (Nurse)] Runjit Valley, Sikkim, v. l’894 {Bingham)] 
Assam ; Tavo Plateau, 4000 ft., iii. 1890, and Thaungyin, iii. 1890 
(both Lower Burma, Bingham ); Luang Prabang, 3. iv. 1918, and 
Haut Mekong, 30. iv. 1918 (both Indo-China, It. V de Salvaza). 
The species was originally described from Bengal. 
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262. Ceria polistoides, sp. nov. 

2 Head bright yellow; vertex broadly brownish-orange, 
slightly raised; two impressed lines crossing each other diago¬ 
nally iu middle of frons; a rather narrow median facial stripe, 
and a similar one on either cheek, both facial and cheek stripes 
brownish-orange, and the upper part of the facial stripe outlined 
at sides with black; a small black spot on each side just bel<?w 
base of antennal petiole; the latter, and the antennae, wholly 
brownish-orange. Occiput only moderately prominent behind 
the vertex and only for a short space; again prominent in the 
lower part, bur flush with eye-margins at their middle ; bearing a 
little white hair below, but bare elsewhere. Thorax : greater 
part of dorsum black, side margins moderately broadly brownish- 
orange ; there are large, bright yellow spots of the usual shapes 
on humeri, at ends of suture, with three on either side on the 
pleurae, those ou mesopleura and pteropleura not contiguous. A 
pair of stripes on hinder half of dorsum extends from suture 
nearly to hind margin, and there are two narrow, short, trans¬ 
verse spots of yellow pubescence along the suture. A brownish- 
orange frenulum or ridge joins the base of the wings with the 
scutellum; aud there is a small brownish-orange, triangular, 
rather indistinct spot on the anterior margin of the dorsum on 
each side, contiguous to the humerus. Pleurae black, with a little 
whitish dust; narrowly brownish-orange between the upper two 
of the pleural yellow spots and also below wing-base. A large 
yellow 8pot at hinder end of sternum. Scutellum yellow. 
Abdomen brownish-orange; 1st segment, yellow on basal half, 
rest black, the latter extending forwards in centre; 2nd nar¬ 
rowly yellow at base, remainder with a rather reddish tinge; 
hind margins of 2nd, 3rd and 4th with moderately broad, well- 
defined, bright yellow bands, the miuute black bristles in front of 
these hind margins causing the surface in that region to appear 
darkened; 4th segment indistinctly white-dusted about middle; 
a little whitish pubescence at sides of 2nd segment. Legs bright 
orange; basal half of hind femora and of hind tibiae lemon- 
yellow, that of the anterior pairs also lemon-yellow but less 
distinctly so; last two joints of hind tarsi dark brown. Wings pale 
yellowish-grey; anterior half, to 3rd vein, yellowish-brown, the 
veins a little more darkly suffnsed. 

Lengthy 13 mm. 

Described from a single 2 iu the British Museum, from Simla, 
v. 1897 (Nurse). 

263. Ceria patricia, sp. nov. 

c? $ Head : eyes in quite contiguous for a short distance; 
vertical triangle conspicuously elevated, extending back somewhat, 
orange, with a central black spot bearing the ocelli and a short 
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black stripe reaching thence to the hind margin ; a rather narrow 
median black stripe extending from upper angles of frons, 
encircling base of antennal petiole, to tip of epistome; a very 
broad stripe on cheeks, leaving hinder part narrowly yellow. 
Antennae and petiole wholly black or dark orange-brown. Occiput 
narrowly projecting, but only behind upper part of eye-margins* 
with a short yellow fringe on the upper part and a white fringe 
on the lower part. In $ , vertical region much elevated ; orange- 
yellow on either side on outer third, middle third black ; a black 
transverse band from eye to eye across middle of frons. Thorax 
black, with bright yellow spots placed as follows : a humeral one, 
rounded above, pointed below ; a sutural, rounded in front, nearly 
linear behind ; a pair of yellow dust-spots lying along middle of 
suture, their inner ends rounded, their outer ends fading to a 
point; an elongate stripe towards each side reaching from suture 
nearly to hind margin ; a mesopleural spot, oval, pointed below ; 
a pteropleural, subtriangular, and a sternopleural, rounded spot. 
A little very short whitish pubescence on dorsum. Scutellum 
black, with a broad yellow hind margin. Abdomen black; 1st 
segment with a large yellow spot on each side; 2nd more or less 
dark brown ( 6 ) or orange-brown ( $ ); hind margins of 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th segments with a distinct yellow band, which on the 3rd 
segment turns forwards along either side for a short distance, 
then back towards the centre of the disc as an elongate spot. 
4tl segment similar to 3rd, the elongate side-spots larger; a pair 
of median spots present, roughly triangular, with their inner 
sides parallel and extended upwards in a short line. Legs mainly 
brownish-orange; cox® black, base of anterior femora black for a 
short distance, basal half of hind pair pale yellow (less distinctly 
so in $ ); hind pair with a black speck on basal half of their 
upper side in cT, and a small black streak in middle of under side. 
Tibi® indistinctly blackish about the middle and tarsi blackish 
towards tips; in $, tibiae and tarsi wholly orange. Coloration 
of legs probably variable. Wings yellowish-grey, pale brownish- 
yellow as far as 3rd vein; no stigma; halteres orange. 

Length , 20 mm. 

Described from one pair from Tavoy, Tenasserim, Lower 
Burma, x. 1893 ( Bingham ) ; in the British Museum. 


264. Ceria tredecimpunctata, sp. nov. 

<$ 2 Head: eyes in <5 closely contiguous for a short distance ; 
vertical triangle shining black, with dense brownish-yellow pubes¬ 
cence. Frons and face chrome- or lemon-yellow; a black triangle 
includes the base of the anteunal petiole, and its angles are joined 
by tine lines to the eye-margins; there is a rather broad median 
black stripe on the face and a very broad black stripe on either 
cheek. Antennal petiole black; 3rd joint of antennae brownish, 
tip of style whitish. Occiput very narrow behind vertex, not 
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projecting behind middle of eyes in profile, with short, concolorous 
pubescence; lower part of head with a little yellow pubescence. 
In 2 1 head more translucent yellow, vertex broadly black. 
Thorax black, with yellow spots on the humeri, at the ends of the 
suture, on mesopleura and steruopleura, und with a long post- 
sutural yellow spot towards each side ; scutellum black with a 
moderately broad yellow margin, which is narrowly connected 
by a fine yellow line with the base of the wing on each side. 
Abdomen black ; a yellow mark consisting of two contiguous spots 
on each side of 1 st segment; 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments with 
yellow hind margins ; some rather long, fine hair on 1 st and 2 nd 
segments at sides ; 5th segment shining black, with black pubes¬ 
cence ; rest of abdomen appearing dull, owing to the extreme 
density of the microscopic bristles covering it. Legs mainly black; 
nearly basal third of fore femora, a large oval spot on basal half 
of middle pair and about basal quarter of hind pair, lemon- 
yellow ; about basal half of anterior tibia more or less yellowish ; 
hind tibia orange-brown below. Pubescence of legs pale yellow, 
inconspicuous ; a little more obvious on hind femora and on apical 
half of hind tibia. Wings pale grey; anterior half moderately 
dark brown as far as 3rd vein ; halteres prtle yellow. 

Length , 15-16 mm. 

Described from 1 c?» Salween Valley, Burma, viii. 1894 ( Bing¬ 
ham ), and 1 $, Lower Ranges, Khasi Hills, Assam, 1878 
( ChenneU ); both in the British Museum. The markings of the ? 
are paler and more ochraceous than those of the 6 

265. Ceria eumenioides, Saund. (PI. VI, fig. 8 .) 

Ceria eumenioides , Saunders, Trans. Ent. Soc. Loud, iii, p. 60, pi. v, 
figs. 6, a-d, full ins. col., etc. (1841). 

Ceita apicata (“ Bigot, nom. nud”) *, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, 
p. 95 (1908). 

<3 2 Head transverse, slightly broader than thorax. Eyes in 
6 absolutely contiguous for about half the distance from vertex to 
upper angle of frons, the upper facets only for a small space 
distinctly larger than the others. Irons and face pale to deep 
yellow, with a pale brownish-orange stripe on either side delimiting 
the cheek. Occiput wholly yellow, distinctly prominent behind 
vertex (the ocellar region obviously swollen and rather orange) hut 
narrowing rapidly on each side. Antenme, with pedicel, entirely 
orange-yellow, varying a little in individuals. In ?, eves with 
rounded upper inner corners, separated bv between 5 and width 
of head ; sometimes there is a pale orange stripe across upper part 
of frons. Thorax light reddish-brown ; bright lemon-yellow 
calli on humeri, on ends of suture (extending as a very narrow 
line for a short distance across dorsum), on mesopleura, sterno- 
pleura and pteropleura; the callus on the pteropleura is triangular 


* Apparently merely a MS. name of Bigot’s in the Indian Museum 
collection. 
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and fits closely to those on the sternopleura and mesopleura. 
Scutellum yellow, with basal part blackish ; the blackish area 
varies in extent from a very narrow basal portion to. the greater 
part of the surface. Abdomen bright reddish-brown ; 1st segment 
very narrowly yellow at base ; 2nd very narrow for three-fourths 
of its leDgth ; its hind margin has a distinct yellow band : 3rd 
segiiient with a yellow band on the hind margin, this band widen¬ 
ing towards the sides and narrowing again just before the extreme 
side margins of the dorsum; 4th segment narrowly brown at 
base, remainder yellow-dusted with a distinct yellow hind margin, 
which spreads forward up either side of the segment as a large spot, 
leaving the extreme side margin wholly clear ; 5th segment very 
small, yeilow-dusted. Legs brownish-orange ; front femora with 
a long pale lemon-yellow streak below ; hind femora pale lemon- 
yellow on basal half. Winys yellowish-grey, deeper brownish- 
yellow on anterior half down to about the spurious vein ; tips of 
2nd and 3rd veins, including the loop of the latter, distinctly and 
rather broadly suffused with dark brown. Halteres yellow. 

Length , 15-20 mm. 

Described originally from Northern India. The present de¬ 
scription is drawn up mainly from two $ $ in the Pusa collection 
from Kohat, North-West Frontier Province, 7 v.1916 (Fletcher), 
two $ $ fi'om Matheran, Bombay Presidency, iii & v. 1899 (Nurse), 
and one 5 from Chapra, Bengal (Mackenzie). This species occurs 
also at Calcutta; at Abbottabad, Hazara District, 21 . v. 1915 
(Fletcher)', and in Northern Bengal (Saunders Collection). 

Saunders’s type, in the British Museum and in excellent pre¬ 
servation, agrees closely with the above-described specimens. 

266. Ceria obscura, Brun. 

Ceria obscura, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. ii, p. 94 (1908) ; i, pi. xiii, 
fig. 12, full insect (1907); de Meijere, Tijd. v. Ent. li, p. 196, 
pi. vii, tigs. 3, head, 4, first posterior cell (1908). 

<$ $ Head : in <3 , frons and face pale yellow, marked with a 
large black cross, composed of a broad longitudinal stripe extend¬ 
ing from upper corner of frons practically to mouth-border, and 
of a transverse, rather angulated band reaching from eye to eye 
just below the base of the antennal stem. Antennae black, with 
joints subequal, and the stem a little longer than the 1 st joint. 
In $ , frons and vertex wholly black, with a thin yellow V*shaped 
mark below the antennse. Thorax dull black, humeral calli 
tawtiy; scutellum black, the posterior edge narrowly yellow. 
Abdomen black ; basal three-fourths of the contracted 2nd seg¬ 
ment brown ; posterior borders of 2 nd and 3rd segments narrowly 
yellow; 4th with a distinctly wider black border; 5th black, 
small. Legs all dark brown, the outer sides of the tarsi with a 
little grey pubescence. Wings grey, dark brown from the costal 
border; the latter colour extends over both basal cells and to 
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about half-way between the 3rd and 4th longitudinal veins, and 
reaches to the wing-tip at the termination of these two veins. 
The lower half of the discal cell is thus clear. 

Length, 12£ mm. 

Described from one $ in the Indian Museum collection, from 
Sikkim. De Meijere records a <$ from the same locality. I ha\e 
6een examples from the Runjit Valley, Sikkim, v. 1894 (Bingham) ; 
Taungu, Sikkim, xi. 1888 ( Bingham ); and from Assam. 

267 Ceriajav&na, Wied. (Text-fig. 71, p. 322.) 

Ceria javana. Wiedemann, Anal. Ent. p. 32 (1824); id., Auss. 

Zweifl. ii, p. 81 (1830). 

c f $ Head black : in <y, frons and face pale to deep yellow; 
a broad black median stripe runs from top of frons to mouth- 
border, and a transverse black band just below antennae reaches 
from eye to eye. In $ , vertex broadly black, cheeks wholly 
black in both sexes. Antennae black, petiole black or very dark 
brown, paler below; 3rd joint brownish, grey-dusted, apical 
bristle rather long. Occiput black, with yellowish tomentum on 
side margins ; narrowing above, with a continuous fringe of short 
white hairs and of yellowish and brown pubescence behind vertex. 
Thorax black, closely punctate, with indefinite traces of a yellow¬ 
ish tomentose median stripe, which reaches to the hind margin 
where it broadens and slightly divides. Conspicuous bright orange- 
yellow calli on humeri, at each end of suture, on mesonleura, 
pteropleura and sternopleura. Scutellura yellow, with a central 
black 8pot reaching from base to hind border, where it narrows 
considerably. Pubescence of thorax inconspicuous, very short, 
black ; that of scutelium brown, very short; frenulum very dis¬ 
tinct, pale yellow; metanotum shining black, bare. Abdomen 
slightly shining black, closely punctate. 1st segment with two 
large yellow calli on each side at base; 2nd segment over four 
times as long as 1st, extremely narrow and dark brown for three- 
quarters of its length, then black and suddenly widened; 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th segments with thick, pale yellow to brownish-orange 
hind margins, which on 3rd and 4th segments respectively extend 
forwards at sides nearly to the middle of the segment. Pubes¬ 
cence of abdomen yellowish-brown ; there is a little soft, white, 
longer pubescence at the sides of the first two segments ; venter 
shiningblack, with traces of yellowish bands on hind borders of 2nd, 
3rd and 4th segments. Legs black or very dark mahogany-brown ; 
there is a lcng, bright yellow, well-defined streak on the lower 
surface of the fore femora and on the hind surface of the middle 
femora, these streaks in both cases reaching nearly from base to 
tip; on the inner and outer sides of the basal half of the hind 
femora the stripes are so large as to be only narrowly separated. 
Pubescence of legs inconspicuous, generally eoncolorous with 
ground-colour. Wings pale grey; anterior half, down to just 

z 2 
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behiod 3rd vein, and including all basal half of 1st basal cell,, 
rather dark brown; 5th vein narrowly suffused with brown up to 
base of discal cell; haltefes yellow, tips of clubs dark. 

Length , 16-20 mm. 

Described from various 6 6 and $ $ in the British and Indian 
Museums. Darjiling District, 1000-3000 ft., v. 1912 (Lord Car¬ 
michael) ; Sukna, 500 ft., 2. vii. 1908 ( Annandale) ; Sidapur, 
Coorg, S. India, 3000 ft., 29. iv. 1917; Margherita, Assam. 
Originally described by Wiedemann (ex coll. Westermann) from 
Java, this species is also known from Malacca, Singapore, Sumatra 
and Borneo. 


Family CONOPIDJE. 

Head large, broader than thorax, bare, loosely attached by a 
narrow neck; vertex inflated or vesiculose; ocelli absent (Cono¬ 
pin.*) or present (Myopin^e) ; eyes bare, wide apart in both sexes;, 
epjstome broad, perpendicular or slightly receding, descending 
often considerably below eyes; mouth-opening large, with an 
oral bristle on each side; proboscis long or very long, thin, 
usually projecting horizontally or downwards, geniculated at base 



Fig. 72 .—Conops erythrccephalus, Fabr. 


only (ConopiNjE and Zodion) or also in the middle (Myopina’ except 
Zodion ); labella very narrow and short; palpi varying in length 
and shape, cylindrical or clavate. Antennae porrect, 3-jointed ; 
last two joints often at a distinct angle to the basal one ; generally 
elongate, with a short apical style (Conopinje) or with a style-like 
dorsal arista (Myopin^e). There is an inflatible ptjlinum above 
the antennae. Occiput inflated to a varying extent. 
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Thorax comparatively short, subquadrate, nearly or quite bare, 
rarely longer than broad; scutellum semicircular. Thoracic 
squamae small. 

Abdomen 6- or 7-segmeuted, cylindrical, thinly pilose or bare, 
generally slightly curved downwards, usually narrower than 
thorax, sometimes much constricted at base; its tip is more or 
less clavate. Genitalia in 6 not very prominent, thread-like; 
in $ consisting of a large basal segment with apical processes, and 
generally comprising also a large shield-like organ on the under 
side of the 5th segment*. Ovipositor in Dalmannia (not an 
Oriental genus) long; in Stylogaster extremely long and horny. 

Lege moderately long and stout, nearly or quite bare, of uniform 
shape except for the thickening of the femora in some genera; 
tarsi furnished with two distinct pulvilli. 

Wings either comparatively long and narrow or of moderate 
width, in one genus ( Stylomyia ) cuneiform ; auxiliary vein and 1st 
and 2nd longitudinal veins straight or nearly so, ending between 
the middle of the costa and a point at about three-fourths of its 
length; 3rd and 4th veins ending near apex of wing, diverging 
considerably beyond anterior cross-vein, converging foVvards their 
distal extremities, causing 1st posterior cell to be either narrowly 
open or closed on the wing-border ©r shortly petiolate; subcostal 
cross-vein (in Conopin.* and in the genera Zodion and Pleuro- 
cerinella of M toping) situated near tip of auxiliary vein, sometimes 
weak; anterior cross-vein usually at about the middle of the very 
elongate discal cell, in some genera beyond the middle; posterior 
cross-vein erect or sloping; 5th vein forked (simple in Stylomyia), 
its upper branch meeting the discal cell near its base, forming the 
lower side of this cell and ending at the wing-border, its lower 
branch joining the 6th (anal) vein towards the wing-border; anal 
cell normally elongate, always closed and petiolate, sometimes 
very short; anal angle of wing normally well developed; alulae 
sometimes very large; squamae either moderately large, small or 
rudimentary. 

Life-history. In species in which this is known, the larvrn are 
parasitic on adult bees, wasps or Orthoptera. Williston states 
that in some cases the eggs are deposited on the hosts during 
flight, and that the larvae, when hatched, burrow into the abdomen. 
The adult Conopidje escape by passing between the segments of 
the abdomen of the host, and such an emergence from the body 
of a living bee has even been watched. One European species, 
Conops quadrifasciatus, De Geer, develops in the bee, Bombus 
lapidarius. Other hymenopterous genera acting as hosts of 


* Several authors have confused the sexes, though Schiner clearly differen¬ 
tiated them, and I must plead guilty to having made the same error in my 
previous descriptions of species of this family. Moreover, the shield-like 
organ has been erroneously referred by some authors to the 4th instead of the 
5th segmont. 
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Oonops or PJiysocephala are Vespa , Odynerus, Osmia , Halidas , 
Pompilus, Sphex and Bembex ; Myopa breeds in Andrena and 
Vespa ; Zodion in Hylceus ; Stylagaster is probably parasitic on 
ants ( Pciton ). The larvse are amphipneustic, oval or pyriform, 
with distinct segments, wart-like antennae, mouth-hooklets 
strongly bent, and the last segment bearing two large round 
or reniform stigmatic plates arched like a watch-glass; the 
puparium is oval or barrel-shaped. Dr. de Meijere published 
comparatively recently* an elaborate paper on the biology of this 
family, and this work should be studied by those interested in the 
subject. Dr. P. Speiser also discussed the bionomics of the family 
in a paper published in 1910 f. 

The ConopidjE are a restricted group of flies varying in size 
from moderate to rather small. They are of world-wide distri¬ 
bution, but, with the exception of a few species, occur sparingly. 
The Conopin.® bear considerable resemblance to wasps and to the 
subfamily Ceriiiob of SyrphidtE. They are mostly bare, or prac¬ 
tically so, while some of the Myopinje are clothed with short 
pubescence. The insects of this latter subfamily are of more 
muscoid appearance, and by some recent dipterologists have been 
included in the Muscid^e, sensn latissimo. The genus Styloga$ter y 
hitherto only recorded from Africa and South America, is less 
conopoid in general appearance but is, I think, allied to Zodion . 
In all the genera the species seem variable, and in many cases 
I have found it impossible to ascertain their limitations. 
Examples of a number of species, in perfect condition, collected 
by Colonel Nurse, have formed an important part of the material 
on which I have worked. 


Table of Subfamilies. 

Ocelli absent; 3rd antennal joint terminating in a 

distinct, 2-jointed, apical style CoNOPiNiE, p. 343. 

Ocelli present; 3rd antennal joint normally ter¬ 
minating in a 2-jointed, dorsal, sometimes style¬ 
like ansta (Pleurocerinella has a true 2-jointed 
style) Myopin^e, p. 367. 

The first subfamily consists of larger species, generally of a 
more Or less wasp-like appearance; the representatives of the 
second subfamily have points of resemblance both with Conopin je 
and with Muscid.®, with which latter family they have been 
sometimes incorrectly united. 


* Tijd. v. Ent. xlvi, p. 144 (1903). 

t Schriften d. Physik-okonom. Ges. Konigsberg, Jahrgang 50, pp. 177-183 
(1910). 
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Subfamily CONOPINJB. 

The two Oriental genera may be distinguished as follows:— 

Femora, especially hind pair, suddenly incrassated 
towards Dose; tibiae more irregularly thickened; 
anterior cross-vein situated at about two-third9 
the length of the disc&l cell; basal segments of 
abdomen considerably narrowed .. ... 

Femora of uniform thickness throughout; tihi® 
hardly irregularly thickened; anterior cross¬ 
vein at about the middle of the discal cell; 
basal segment of abdomen only slightly, or not 
at all, narrowed 

Genus CONOPS, L. 

Conops , Linnffius, Fauna Sueci®, p. 1907 (1761). 

Conojtaus, Rondani, Mag. de Zool. pi. 163, fig. 2 (1845). 

Sphixosotna, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 223 (1867). 

Genotype, Conops flavipes , L, ; by designation of Curtis. 

Bead large, broader than thorax, bare, loosely attached by a 
narrow neck; epistome perpendicular or slightly receding, 
descending at sides considerably below level of eyes; eyes 
bare, wide apart in both sexes, vertex with a transverse vesiculose 
tubercle; ocelli absent; proboscis elongate, cylindrical, much 
longer than head, generally horizontal, bent at base; labella small 
and narrow. Thorax subquadrate, bare, often with well-defined 
yellow spots, especially on the humeri, on the posterior corners of 
the dorsum and near the bases of the wings; scutellum semi¬ 
circular. Abdomen elongate, cylindrical, 6-segrnented, generally 
slightly curved downwards; base usually slightly narrowed, tip 
more or less clubbed. Genitalia in <$ small, thread-like, scarcely 
prominent. In the 2 the genitalia comprise a large, obtusely 
conical piece with apical appendages, and are furnished with a 
large, curved, shield-like organ, which is produced from the 5th 
segment, but which (when the 4th segment is very short, as is often 
the case) appears to belong to the 4th segment. This shield-like 
organ is often present in the 6 also, but \s always comparatively 
small in that sex. Lege comparatively strong, moderately long, 
practically bare, having at most a little soft pubescence in certain 
species; hind femora generally slightly longer and thicker than 
the others. Wings with the venation typical of the family; 1st 
posterior cell closed a little before the margin ; anterior cross-vein 
at about middle of discal cell and situated almost opposite, or just 
before, the tip of the auxiliary vein; 2nd basal cell less than half 
as long as the 1st; anal cell Jong and narrow, closed distinctly 
before margin of wing. 

Range. World-wide. 

Life-history : see under heading of the family. 


[Sc.h., p. 366. 
PhYSockpkala, 


Conops L. 
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Conops is one of the earliest founded genera in Diptera, and is 
soon recognised by the collector by its wasp-like appearance, its 
long, rigid proboscis and antennae, and its peculiar venation. The 
species are of moderate size or even comparatively large. They 
usually exhibit a brown or black ground-colour marked with 
yellow or reddish spots and bands. The adult flies occur on 
flowers and in sunny spots, and are generally distributed. The 
species are sometimes closely allied and difficult satisfactorily to 
tabulate, and some little knowledge of the family is required to 
identify them with certainty. 


Table of Species . 


1. Wings quite clear 

Wings never clear .. . 

2. (a) Thorax and abdomen wholly black; at 

most traces of whitish stripes on an¬ 
terior margin of former, and humeri 
pale (erythrocephaius) ; or with 
golden - grev pubescent abdominal 
bands ( pactyas ); or with bind margins 
of 2nd and 3rd abdominal segments 
grey-dusted 

(6) Thorax wholly orange-brown, abdomen 
entirely black with obvious black 
pubescence, much more conspicuous 
than is usual in Conops . 

(c) Thorax aud abdomeu having the facies 
normal to Conops ; ground-colour 
mainly brown or orange (mainly 
black in annulosus), with yellowish, 
whitish or blackish markings . 

3. (a) Wings abnormally broad, wholly black; 

body violet-black; abdomen barely 
narrowed at base; pulvilli and claws 
orange . 

(b) Wings of normal width, dark grey; 

body dull black; abdomen much 
narrowed (for that of a Conops) just 
beyond base; pulvilli and claws black; 
2nd and 3rd abdominal segments grey- 
dusted . . 

(c) Wings of normal width, grey with 

anterior half much darker; abdomen 
with golden-grey dust-bands on hind 
margins of 1st and 2nd segments in 
3 and $ > an< l also on 3rd and 4th 
in 3 ... •• . 

4. Thorax with 3 stripes 

Thorax never striped. 

6. A pair of black dots on frons at the level of 
the antennae 

Such spots always absent. 


claripennis , sp. n., 

2. [p. 345. 


[p. 346. 

niyriventris, sp. n., 


4. 


[p. 347. 

oythrocephalus, F., 


[p. 348. 

sepulchralts, Brnn., 


pactyas , Walk., p. 349. 
ornatus , Big., p. 350. 


6 . 

7. 
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6, Antennae brownish-orange, especially the 

3rd joint; abdomen without any black 
colour (except sporadically in individuals); 
basal half of wing yellowish, distal part 
grey or pale blackish, the colours divided 
vertically, always with a fairly obvious, 
large, darker, subapical cloud 
Antennae wholly black; abdomen mainly 
black, hind margins of segments dusted 
with golden-yellow in cf, reddish-orange 
on 2nd to 6th segments in $; wings 
dark brown from costa to 3rd vein, 
with 1st posterior cell more or less brown, 
the line separating the shades being hori¬ 
zontal . ... 

7, Antennae orange or yellowish; metanotum 

brownish-orange, yellow-dusted; anterior 
half of wing pale brownish or blackish; 
abdomen without red ground-colour 
Antennae almost wholly black; metanotum 
wholly black ;• anterior half of wing dark 
brown to 3rd vein, also 1st posterior cell; 
hind margins and sides of 3rd and 4th 
abdominal segments distinctly red 


[p. 350. 

nubeculosus , Big., 


anntdosus, Big., p. 352. 


[p. 3o3. 

intei'mediu8, sp. n., 


[p. 353. 

rufofasciatus, sp. n., 


C. testaceus, Macq., though Indian, is excluded from the table 
because the description of it is very incomplete. Judging from 
the description this species should fall into section 6, but actually 
it may be a Physocephala. 


268. Conops claripennis, sp. nov. 

<? $ Head entirely pale yellow, almost livid on vertex, more 
whitish on lower part of face, with a small black dot on each side 
of the frons, not quite contiguous to the eye-margin, and situated 
a little above the level of the antennas. When the head is viewed 
from above, a shining, pale gold, clear-cut band is visible, 
extending down each side of frons and face. Antennae brownish- 
orange, 2nd joint a little darker, also tip of 3rd, all joints subequal. 
Proboscis browu, darker at base and tip; occiput wholly pale 
yellow. Thorax with ground-colour entirely orange-brown, more 
or less dusted with whitish, dorsum to some extent blackish, 
leaving humeri, scutellum and sides indefinitely orange-brown. 
Pleurae with a little whitish shimmer when Seen from above. 
Abdomen : 2nd and 3rd segments mainly dark* reddish-brown, rest 
of abdomen blackish; 1st. 2nd and 3rd segments, and hind 
margins of all the segments, indefinitely dpsted with whitish; 
1st segment with a little moderately long, stiff, black pubescence 
at sides. Legs : coxas dusted with silvery-white; femora wholly 
orange-brown; tibiae orange-brown, with about basal half lemou- 
yellow, and outer side with a silvery-white shimmer in certain 
lights; tarsi black, with an indefinite pale streak on upper side at 
base of anterior metatarsi; pulvillkand claws pale yellow, tips of 
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latter black. Wings practically clear; anterior cross-vein almost 
exactly opposite tip of auxiliary vein and at middle of discal cell. A. 
narrow greyish streak, having the appearance of the “vena spuria n 
in SiRPHrtMB, runs from the anterior cross-vein nenrly to the tip 
of the discal cell. Halteres pale yellow. 

Length, 6-8 mm. 

Described from 8 cf cf and 2 $ $ in the British Museum and 
in Col. Nurse’s collection. Quetta, vi. 1902; vii. 1902; Deesa, 
vii & xi. 1901; ii. 1900; xi. 1899 {type $); xii. 1899 (type 6) 
(all Nurse). Types in British Museum. Easily distinguished 
from all the other species by the wholly clear wings. 

Var. ceylonicus, nov. 

Centre of frons irregularly blackish, the small black lateral dots 
more distinct. Dorsum of abdomen black, sides with traces of 
dark brown; abdomen distinctly more contracted bnsally in <3 
than in 2 > 2nd and 3rd segments in d with a yellow-dusted 
baud; tip of abdomen yellow-dusted in cf, grey-dusted in $ 
Tibi® a little blackish towards tips. Wings darker grey, other¬ 
wise the apparent “spurious” vein and other characters are as in 
the normal form. 

Length , 7|-10 mm. 

One <$ and one Perivipancheram, Ceylon, 21. i. 1892 (“a 
few on hillside,” Yerhury). In the British Museum. Though 
these specimens are of considerably larger size, I am loth to 
regard them as specifically distinct. The peculiar black spots on 
the frons are a feature linking them to the normal form. 

269. Conops nigriventris, sp. nov. 

<5 Head orange-brown; vertex occupied by a large, nearly 
livid 8pot extending some distance over occiput; a space above 
base of antennae is almost raspberry-red, and this colour is some¬ 
times continued down each side of the face; whole lower part of 
head, seen from above, with shining pale golden reflections. 
Antennae moderately dark orange-brown, 2nd joint twice as long 
as 1st, 3rd joint vivid deep orange; proboscis black, brownish- 
orange at base. Occiput brownish-yellow, except where the 
vertical livid spot extends over it; it has a little short black 
pubescence. Thorax orange-brown, scutellum a little paler, both 
with very short, rather sparse, bristly, black pubescence; humeri 
obscurely yellowish ; some stronger bristles on side margins of 
dorsum between humeri and wing-base. Pleurae concolorous, 
bare, except for several fairly strong bristles on sternopleura. 
Abdomen elongate club-shaped; after the transverse 1st segment, 
it widens gradually from the base of the second segment to the 
tip of the 3rd, thence gradually narrows to the obtusely rounded 
apex. 2nd to 6th segments subequal, and (with 1st also) wholly 
black; all. entirely covered with uniform, quite obvious, black 
pubescence. Genitalia brownish-orange, the shield comparatively 
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•mall, black. Legs orange-brown; coxae with shining, pale gold 
reflections and with rather strong, though medium-sized, black 
bristles; hind femora indistinctly blackish on inner side; tarsi 
black, pul villi and claws orange-yellow, tips of latter black; tibiae, 
seen from above, with a whitish shimmer bn outer side. Pubes¬ 
cence of legs short, black, bristly, much denser towards tips of 
tibiae. Wings pale yellowish-grey; rather dark yellowish-brown 
from anterior margin to 4th vein, this colour extending to 
wing-tip and indefinitely hindwards; 5th and 6th veins very 
narrowly infuscated with yellowish-brown; squamae and halteres 
orange-yellow. 

Length , 13-14 mm. 

Described from 2 3 6 in British Museum from the Khasi 
Hills, Assam ( Sladen ). The appearance of this species is rather 
abnormal, on account of the contrast of the wholly black and 
pubescent abdomen with the orange-brown thorax. 

270. Conops erythrocephalus, Fabr . 

Conops erytkrocephala, Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 392 (1794); 

Wiedemann, Auss. Zweitt. ii, p. 235 (1830); Macquart, Dipt. 

Exot. ii, pt. 3, p. 9, pi. i, fig. 7 (1843). 

3 $ Head orange or orange-yellow with silvery-w hite reflec¬ 
tions ; lower part of frons, antennal prominence and antennae, 
black or blackish; proboscis with basal half reddish-brown, 
apical half black; a small conspicuous round black spot on each 
side of frons at level of antennae, contiguous to eye-margin; 



Fig. 73 .—Conaps erythro¬ 
cephalus, F., 3 genitalia. 



occiput orange with whitish reflections. Thorax black, with 
white-dusted dorsum; humeri dull orange with whitish reflections; 
pleurae black with general silvery-white reflections and a broad 
silvery-white stripe from behind humeri to middle coxae. Abdomen 
violet-black, last segment in 3 white-dusted; genitalia con- 
colorous, genital shield in $> very large, black. Legs black or 
dark brown; coxae with more or less whitish reflections; anterior 
femora reddish-brown or orange-brown, except narrowly at tips ; 
tarsi in certain lights seen to be covered with moderately dark 
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brown pubescence. Wings wholly blackish-brown, violet-tinged, 
slightly paler posteriorly: halteres relatively small, black. 

Length , 10-L5 mm. 

Described from a long series of both sexes from Pusa, Bengal; 
20. iv. 1905; 1. viii. 1907 (on rice); 21. ix. 1907; and from 
Chapra, Bengal ( Mackenzie ); common in both these localities in 
September. Deesa (Nurse). Colombo {Yerburg). Lashio, Upper 
Burma, 3000 ft., 23-24. viii. 1914 {Fletcher). The locality ap¬ 
pended to the original description was simply “ India orientalis.” 
A striking species, from its practically wholly black colour and 
very broad black wings. 

271 . Conops sepulchralis, Brun . 

Physocephala sepulchralis , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 498 (1912). 

3 . Head wholly black except tbe face and under side, which are 
bright chrome-yellow, the colours sharply delineated in a line 
across the base of the antennae. The extreme under side of the 
head, below the eyes, and the mouth and the proboscis are black, 
the proboscis extending barely beyond the epistoma. Antennte 
entirely black; 2nd joint two-and-a-half times as long as 1st; 
3rd elongate, with a 2-jointed style, the firot joint cup-shaped, 
the second pointed; the 3rd antennal joint together with its style 
is about two-thirds as loug as the 2nd joint; seen from in front 
and below, the 3rd joint is a little greyish on the inner side. 
There is n very dull, dirty yellow, subtubercular oval area, most 
obvious from behind, on the vortex. Thorax with scutellum, 



Fig. 75.— Conops sepulchralis , Brun., profile of head. 

metanotum and sides, wholly black. Abdomen wholly black; 
1st segment with a few stiff black hairs at the sides; 2nd segment 
distinctly contracted (about half as wide as the 3rd and 4th 
segments), dull yellowish-brown on hind margin and a little grey- 
dusted at the sides; 3rd segment with hind margin barely 
whitened, and with a little grey dust at the sides behind; 
remainder of abdomen black, bare; genital organs small, black. 
Legs very dark reddish-brown, nearly black; coxae black; hind 
pair, seen from behind, brilliantly shining silvery-white; the 
silvery-white colour extends to a considerable degree across the 
posterior part of the metasternum; anterior coxae‘silvered to a 
less extent; femora with a broad black median ring filling two- 
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thirds of their length, the middle pair with distinct but short 
black hairs behind; tibiffi flattened behind at the tips, where they 
exhibit silvery reflections when viewed from above; tarsi black,, 
pulvilli grey below. Wings dark grey; anterior part from costa 
to 3rd longitudinal vein more or less darker brown, varying in 
intensity in different parts; halteres yellowish-orange. 

Length , 14 mm. 

Described from one <$ (not $ ) from the Lushai Hills, Assam 
(3600 ft.), 14. iv. (? 1909). In the Indian Museum. 

Though originally described under the genus Physocephala , this 
species is probably better referred to Conops , on account of the 
entire absence of any thickening of the hind femora, and the 
position of the anterior cross-vein at the middle of the discal cell. 
The strong basal contraction of the abdomen is a character of 
Physocephala , but one which is, I think, of minor importance, 
and the species may be considered as to some extent intermediate 
between the two genera. 

272. Conops pactyas, Walk. 

Conops pactyas , Walker, Ins. Saund., Dipt. pt. iv, p. 255 (1862). 

d 2 Head: frons black,a little reddish-brown above the black 
antennal prominence; eye-margins narrowly gilded ; face and 
lower part of head oraDge, with (seen from above) golden-grey 
reflections; proboscis black, nearly twice as long as head; 
antennae black, a short orange streak on apical half of under side 
of 3rd joint; occiput orange-yellow, mainly black in centre. 
Thorax wholly black, slightly dusted with golden-yellow on hind 
margin of dorsum and hinder side of metanotum ; metapleurae 
dusted with yellowish-grey. Abdomen black; a broad golden 
dust-band on hinder half of 1st and 2nd segments, on 3rd and 4th 
also in d ; 5th in d* considerably dusted with golden-yellow; 
6th segment reddish-brown at tip and grey-dusted; genital shield 
very large and long, front side reddish-brown, inner side black. 
Legs: coxae black with whitish reflections; hinder side of hind 
pair reddish-browr-; femora either orange-brown (type) or 
black, in the latter case with about apical half of hind pair 
and greater part of under side of all pairs, orange-brown; 
tibiae brownish-orange, a little darker towards tips, with brilliant 
silvery reflections on outer sjde; anterior tarsi black, hind pair 
dark brown; pulvilli and claws bright yellow, extreme tips of 
latter black. Wings grey, anteriorly moderately dark blackish- 
brown, this colour being delimited posteriorly by the 3rd Vein, 
but including the 1st posterior cell except its hinder side; 
halteres dark brown. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Redescribed from the type 2 from Java in the British. 
Museum and a second 2 from Lashio, Upper Burma, 3000 ft., 
23-24. viii. 1914 (Fletcher). The femora of the latter example 
are much more blackish than those of the type, and the outer sides 
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of its diseal and 1st posterior celU are more nearly in a line. 
A <3 in the British Museum from Darjiling, iv. 1901 ( Bingham ), 
is almost certainly of this species and possesses golden dust-bands 
on the 3rd and 4th segments. There is also a £ from the Khasi 
Hills in the British Museum, and a $ in the Indian Museum from 
Talewadi, near Castle Rock, N. Kanara District, 3-10. x. 1916 
(Kemp). 

273. ConopB ornatus, Big. 

Conaps ornatus, Bigot, Bull. Soc. Zool. France, xvii, p. 211 (1892). 

“ 2 Long. 15 mill. AntennaB reddish, last segment a little 
paler; proboscis blackish ; face reddish with pale shining yellow 
reflections; two small black spots on frons near eye-margins. 
Thorax reddish, disc with three broad blackish stripes; scutellum 
reddish; pleurae concolorous, with some silvery dust reflections; 
halteres pale tawny. 1st segment of abdomen blackish ; 2nd 
moderately broad, elongate, reddish ; 3rd and 4th blackish, nar¬ 
rowly bordered with reddish; the rest reddish, but the 5th and 
6th in the middle at the base blackish: the last three segments 
with golden-yellow dust reflections on each side. Legs reddish, 
tips of tibiae broadly, and tarsi wholly, blackish ; outer side of all 
tibiae with brilliant silvery reflections. Wings wholly pale tawny, 
tip broadly suffused with blackish. Vertex and frons not at all 
inflated; proboscis much longer than head; femora not at all 
thickened. 

“Two specimens, Mahe, India (M. Em. Deschamps).'' 

J udging from this description, and particularly from the mention 
of the two black spots on the frons, this species might almost be 
identical with Bigot’s nubeculosus , but the three broad blackish 
stripes on the thorax should be a good distinguishing character, 
and the insect is also decidedly larger. 

274. Conops nubeculosus, Big. (PI. VI, fig. 9.) 

Conops nubeculosus, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) vii, p. 36 
(1887). 

<5 $. Head: vertex, frons, antennal prominence and occiput 
bright brownish-yellow; face and rest of lower part of head 
bright pale, almost golden, yellow, with a vivid yellow, pale yellow 
or yellowish-white shimmer when seen from above; the colours 
of the frons and face are sharply delimited at the level of the 
antennae (when viewed from above), at which pcpnt on each side, 
contiguous to the eye-margin, is a small, very distinct, round, jet- 
black spot. Mouth-opening more or less brownish-yellow; proboscis 
when not extended about times length of head, brownish-yellow 
or reddish-brown, with basal half and tip black. Antennae 
brownish-yellow or yellowish-brown, 3rd joint orange with con¬ 
colorous 2-jointed style, extreme length of joint nearly as long as 
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that of the 2nd ; the 2nd joint has minute black bristles. Inner 
orbit of eyes with extremely narrow golden-yellow or yellowish- 
white margins, margin of occiput of similar colour. Thorax 
reddish-brown with whitish reflections in certain lights; a little 
yellowish or whitish dust or a whitish reflection on inner sides of 
humeri, posterior corners of dorsum, base of wing, upper part 
of metanotum and, indistinctly, over pleurae ; metanotum generally 
blackish behind. Abdomen yellowish-brown or reddish-brown, 
only slightly narrowed at base; 1st segment with yellowish-white 
dust; 2ud with goldeu-yellow dust at sides; 3rd and 4th 
subequal in length, nearly wholly browu with a more or less 
blackish patch in the middle, or sometimes with an irregular 
blackish basal and subapical band; 5th segment very short, 6th 
longest of all, both normally covered with golden-yellow dust, but 
the 5th is sometimes brownish at the base. There are some tiny 
black bristles on sides of 1st segment, on sides of 2nd at base, and 
on sides (at base) of 4th, 5th and 6th segments. Veuter uuiforinly 
brownish-yellow. G-euitalia in <5 normal; in 5 the large con- 
colorous shield-like organ on the under side of the 5th segment is 
black and apparently ribbed on the inside, and bears long fine 
hairs ; ovipositor large, oval, shining, concolorous, with miuute 
black bristles, the 2nd joint very small, with small appendages and 
black hair. Legs bright orange-brown, with minute black bristles; 
coxrn with golden-yellow or yellowish-white reflections; outer 
sides of all the tibiae and dorsal side of hind tarsi with a very 
bright, yellowish-white, shimmer; anterior tarsi wholly black 
from base to tip, hind tarsi brown below; pul villi and claws 
yellowish-white. Wings yellowish; about the distal third is to a 
very variable extent and intensity brownish, this coloration some¬ 
times forming an almost definite large spot, at* others barely 
darkening the wing; the brown colour sometimes extends over 
the hinder part of the wing; in some specimens the whole of the 
wing is almost uniformly dark brown. Halteres yellow or 
brownish-yellow. 

Length , 9-14 mm. 

Type in the Bigot collection, from Ceylon. 

Redescribed from about thirty specimens in good condition, and 
agreeing closely with the type, from Pusa ; 30. viii. 1907 ; on grass, 
29. ix. 1907 ; 6.x. 1915; Chapra, Bengal (Mackenzie ); Rangoon, 
vi. 1897 (Bingham), a typical $ A specimen in the Pusa col¬ 
lection from Pusa (ix. 1907) has the wings quite clear, with a 
short appendix on the inner side of the outer margin of the discal 
cell, and the 3rd antennal joint is as long as in intermedius. In 
all other respects, except that the golden abdominal bands are 
uot quite so conspicuous, it resembles the typical form. Another 
specimen (d, iu the British Museum) from Harigalli, Ceylon, 
2. vii. 1892 (Yerbury), has the wings entirely rather dark brown, 
but it agrees in all the other specific characters with the typical 
form, and it has just a trace of the subapical darker cloud on 
the wing. 
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275. Conops ammlosus, Big. 

Conops ammlosus, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) vii, p. 36 
(1887). 

<i 2 Head varying from brown to orange-yellow ; vertex and. 
frons generally dark brownish-orange or deep brown; face with 
glistening silky golden sheen when viewed from above. Antennae 
w holly black (1st joint dark brow'n and 3rd joint orange at base 
in type); a black dot ou each side of frons, as in nubeculosus. 
Proboscis entirely black. Occiput blackish, with golden-yellow' 
margins; brownish-orange behind vertex, and often with a trans¬ 
verse band of bright golden-yellow dust in the same region. 
Thorax: dorsum black; humeri and hind corners brownish- 
orange ; there is a small golden-yellowy dust-spot on each side 
behind the anterior margin and contiguous to the humerus, and 
the inner hind corners of these spots are more or less quadrate ; 
the brownish-orange colour of the dorsal posterior corners is con¬ 
tinued for a short distance along each side towards the base of the 
wing. Pleurae more or less blackish, with a little whitish dust 
present, but not forming a vertical stripe. Scutellum brownish- 
orange; metanotum rather shining black, its upper margin 
appearing gold-dusted w'hen seen from behind. Abdomen black ; 
in <5 , 1st segment with somewhat bristly black hair at sides, hind 
margin indistinctly pale yellow'ish ; 2nd to 5th segments broadly 
dusted w-ith bright yellow' on hind margins, the bands being 
variable in width, but generally broadest on 2nd and 3rd seg¬ 
ments and more clearly defined there; 6th segment entirely 
yellow-dusted, except that it is narrowly black on the anterior 
margin. In $ , the yellow dust-bands are broad and distinct on 
2nd and 3rd segments, less so on 4th ; the ground-colour of 2nd, 
3rd and 4th segtnents (viewed from behind) is distinctly red, 
while the golden dust-bands are sometimes visible only in front. 
Legs brownish-orange; coxse white-dusted; hind femora a little 
blackish at base; tibiae with a white shimmer ; tarsi black, often 
brownish-orange above at base; pul villi and claws orange-yellow, 
tips of latter black. Pubescence of legs inconspicuous, black, 
short, bristly. Wings grey ; from costa hindwards to 3rd vein 
dark brown, the 1st posterior cell also is brown down to an 
apparent “ spurious vein”; halteres bright yellow. 

Length , 10-12 mm. 

Redescribed from the type d (which is labelled as a $ ) from 
the Moluccas in the Bigot collection; three d d and one $ from 
Simla, viii-ix. 1898 (Nurse) ; and a specimen from the Khasi Hills 
(Bladen), all in the British Museum. In this and one or two 
allied species there is a fold in the wing, slightly darkened, which 
produces the same appearances as does the “spurious vein” in 
Sybphid.I’. 
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276. Conops intermedins, sp. nov. 

c 5 Very like nubeculosus but quite distinct. The two black 
spots on the fions, so conspicuous in that species, are absent.and 
there is usually a blackish thin median stripe on the frons from 
the vesicular vertex to the actual base of the antennae. Proboscis 
1| to 1| times as long as head, with only the extreme, tip and 
occasionally a short streak on upper side at base, black. 3rd 
antennal joint (with style) nearly as long as 2nd, distinctly longer 
in proportion than in nubeculosus. Pleurae with a vertical, pale 
golden-yellow or yellowish-white, distinct, rather broad stripe 
extending from just behind humerus to a point in front of middle 
coxa. Hind part of metanotum concolorous, never black. Abdo¬ 
men with 2nd segment almost entirely gold-dusted, excepting at 
the base and along the median line to about the middle of the 
segment; 3rd and 4th segments with posterior half to three- 
fourths or more, gold-dusted, the brown ground-colour extending 
along the median line to a variable distance. The brownish 
colour in the wings takes the form of a longitudinal darkening to 
the extent of about half the wing’s length, rather than that of 
an indefinite distal spot. 

In all else as in nubeculosus. The absence of the black frontal 
spots and the presence of the white stripes on the pleurae are the 
orimarv characters of differentiation; the secondary ones being 
the black frontal stripe, the almost entirely red proboscis, the 
entire absence of black on the metanotum and the different dis¬ 
tribution of gold dust on the abdomen. 

Length, 9-11 min. 

Described from a few 3 3 from Pusa, 23. iii. 1914; 27. iii. 1908; 
18. iv. 1905; ix. 1907 (type)', Chapra ( Mackenzie ). Type sent to 
the British Museum by Mr.T. B. Fletcher; cotypes in the Indian 
Museum and my collection. This species is in appearance inter¬ 
mediate between C. nubeculosus. Big., and Physocephula aurantiacci , 
sp. nov. It also considerably resembles Physocephula munda, Brun. 
The 3rd antennal joint is distinctly longer in C. intennedius ; the 
sides of the face are gilded, not silver}': the femora, even the hind 
pair, are not in the least incrassated; the basal abdominal segments, 
even in the 3, are much wider than those of P. munda and 
the anterior darkening of the wing extends to the tip of the '3rd 
vein, being delimited hindwards bv this vein, and filling about the 
anterior half of the 1st posterior cell, or sometimes the whole of 
it, and (more distinctly) the diseal cell, the colour fading away 
gradually hiudwards. In P. munda the colour ends distally at 
the tip of the 2nd vein and does not encroach on the 1st posterior 
cell. C. intermedins is altogether a more robust insect. 

277 Conops rufofasciatus, sp. nov. 

3 9 Head above antenna? brownish-orange, horizontally 
wrinkled; face pale yellow, shimmering golden when seen from 

2a 
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above. Antennae with 1st and 2nd joints black; 2nd about 1| 
times as long as 1st; 3rd (to tip of style) as long as 2nd; dull 
reddish-orange, black above; style black, distinctly 3-jointed, 
1st and 2nd joints thick, annular, 2nd a little larger than 1st, 
3rd pointed. Proboscis black, reaching the level of the tip 
of the 2nd antennal joint. Occiput brownish-orange, with in¬ 
conspicuous black pubescence, paler behind vertex, with some 
whitish reflections. Thorax black, with traces of whitish stripes 
on anterior margin; humeri and broad side margins brownish - 
orauge ; scutellum brownish-orange, base considerably blackened ; 
pleurae black, with an indefinite whitish shimmer when seen from 
above; metanotutn black. Abdomen black; sides of 3rd and 4th 
segments rather broadly, and their hind margins (also that of 5th) 
narrowly, reddish or brownish-orange; tip of abdomen rather 
reddish in <5, the reddish colour probably variable in extent; 
5th segment very narrow above in $ Pubescence black, very 
short, longer on 1st segment. Legs rather dark brownish-orange ; 
coxae mainly black, except on lower part of fore pair, the front 
side of which is glistening white when seen from above; femora 
black on more than basal half; tibiae a little blackish at tips and 
gli teniug white on outer side; tarsi black, pulvilli yellowish- 
while, claws brownish-orange with tips black. Wings grey, with 
rather dark blackish-brown coloration from the anterior margin 
down to the 3rd vein, and also filling the 1st posterior cell and 
thence extending towards the margin of the wing; halteres orange- 
yellow. 

Length , 10-11 mm. 

Described from a <3 and $ in the British Museum from Simla, 
viii-ix. 1898 (Nurse). The reddish-brown ground-colour of the 
abdominal segments is the principal distinctive character of this 
species, which may be recognised rather easily after some acquaint¬ 
ance with the Oriental members of the genus has been obtained. 

278. Conops testaceus, Macq. 

Conops testacea, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, pt. 3, p. 9 (1843). 

“Testaceous, costal margin of wing with a short brown band. 
Long. 4-4£ lines, $ 

“Pace yellow, tawny at sides; frons, vertex and antenna*, 
tawny, 3rd joint of latter rather short, tip blackish. Thorax 
testaceous, metathorax with grey dust. Abdomen: first five 
segments with yellow or whitish hind margins; the three first 
testaceous; 3rd with a brown spot on each side before the tip; 
4th and 5th blackish above ; 6th yellow or whitish. Legs tawny, 
anterior coxae blackish in front; tibiae with basal half yellow. 
Wings with a brown costal band which widens and ends abruptly 
at the tip of the marginal cell. 

“ One specimen, Bengal (M. Duvaucel ); one specimen, Pondi¬ 
cherry. In the Paris Museum.” 

This description agrees to some extent with that of my inter- 
mediuSy except for the rather short 3rd autennal joint, which is 
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longer in intermedius than in any Indian species known to me. 
The abrupt termination of the dark band on the wing, however, 
is more characteristic of Physocephala than of Conops. 


Genus PHYSOCEPHALA, Sch. 

Physocephala, Scbiner, Wien. Ent. Monatschr, v, p. 137 (1861) 

Genotype, Conops rujipes, Eabr.; by original designation. 

Though forming a natural group by a combination of char¬ 
acters, Physocephala is undoubtedly very closely akin to Conops, 
and a certain number of species, even when valued by all the 
characters combined, may be said to be intermediate. Probably 






Fig. 76.—Wings of Physocephala. 


a, P. munda, Brun., 

b, P. aurantiaca, sp. nov., $. 

c, P. nursei, ep.nov., . 

d, P. argentifera sp. nov., $. 


e, P. diffusa, sp. nov., var. 

f, P; diffusa, normal form. 

g, P. teneUa , Big., var. 

h, P. tenella, normal form. 


the best single means of differentiation lies in the structure of 
the femora, which in Conops are usually oi uniform thickness 
throughout, or at most thickened gradually and regularly, but 
which in Physocephala are (particularly the hind pair) thickened 
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irregularly and suddenly towards the base. Secondary but 
fairly constant characters are: f he greater narrowness of the basal 
part of the abdomen, especially of the 2nd and 3rd segments, 
which are often considerably elongated and cause the abdomen 
to resemble that of a wasp ; the proportionately greater length of 
.the 2nd antennal joint, which is often much longer than the 1st 
and 3rd together; and the position of the anterior cross-vein, 
which is nearly always placed well beyond the middle of the discal 
cell. All the other features are plastic, and vary in different 
species independently of one another. Conops sepulchrcdis and 
Physocephala munda are species more or less intermediate between 
the two genera. 

Range. Practically world-wide. 

Life-history : see under heading of family, p. 342. 

Turning to the differentiation of species, this genus has offered 
as many difficulties as have been encountered in any case dealt 
with in the present volume. Owing to the variability of every 
available character, except perhaps that of the incrassation of the 
hind femora, it has been impossible, even with all the species 
before me at once, to frame any table of species that would cover 
all the individual forms. Wide allowances must therefore be 
made on these grounds: and the identification of a single 
specimen of any one of the closely-allied species is often quite 
impracticable, even to anyone fairly conversant with the genus, 
unless authoritatively named specimens in good condition are 
available for comparison. 

Table of Species. 

1. Wing with dark band extending to tip of 

3rd vein, even if fainter or nearly absent 
just before its end. . 2. 

Wing with dark band ending at tip of 2nd 
vein or at a short distance beyond it, 
always at some distance from tip of 3rd 
vein. .. .... .. . 7t 

2. First basal cell brown ; basal half of 1st 

E osterior cell brown; discal cell with its 
ase and part of its ront and bind sides, 

brown.. . 3. 

First basal cell clear; basal half of 1st pos¬ 
terior cell brown; (discal cell may be 

slightly suffused at base) . 6. 

3. Hina femora always with a broad black 

band .... . bicolor , sp. n., p. 357. 

All femora wholly orange 4. [p. 358. 

4. fiscal cell wholly brown aurantiaca , sp. n., 

Discal cell clear .... 5. 

5. Third abdominal segment entirely orange- 

brown (at most the extreme hind margin [p. 359. 

is blackish) .. .. ... nigrofasciata, Brun., 

Third abdominal segment about equally 
divided into red-brown, black, and gold- 

dusted portions .. . . ... rufescens, sp. n., p. 360. 
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6. Wing-baud dying away gradually at tip; 

apical segment of 3rd vein distinctly 
suffused; thorax with three short blackish 
stripes, nearly contiguous. Length 14 mm. 
Wing-band continuing dark brown to tij> 
of 3rd vein; thorax with a median 
blackish stripe, sometimes indistinct or 
absent. Length 8-10 mm. 

7. Wing-band dying away gradually at about 

tip of 2nd vein . 

Wing-band ending truncately, generally 
clearly demarcated . 

8. Fourth and 5th veins not basallyinfuscated, 

nor the intervening space . 

Either 4th or 5th vein infuscated, or both, 
or the intervening space 

9. Antenn© wholly black 
Antennae mainly orange or brown. 

10. Thorax wholly black 

Thorax brownish-yellow or orange-brown 

11. Hind femora wholly orange . 

Hind femora with a broad median blaok 

ring. 


nurset, sp. n., p. 360. 


[p. 361. 

argentifera, sp. n., 
munda, Bruu., p. 361. 
8 . 

9. 

11 . 

atricornis , sp. n., p. 363. 
10. fp. 363. 

annulifera, Brun., 
calopus , Big., p. 364. 
diffusa, sp. n., p. 365. 

tenella, Big., p. 366. 


279. Physocephala bicolor, sp. nov. (PI. VI, fig. 10.) 

<$ $ Head varying from rather pale yellow to orange-yellow ; 
vertex sometimes wholly black, the colour extending in the middle 
irregularly forward nearly to base of antennae, or carried down¬ 
wards for a short distance on each side of face; sometimes the 
vertex and upper part of the frons only are more or less brownish. 
There is a narrow, black, distinct stripe on the face just below the 
antennae; the latter are dark brown or black, 3rd joint more or less 
reddish or orange on basal half below, sometimes 2nd and 3rd 
joints almost wholly reddish below; 2nd joint 2| to 3 times as 
long as 1st, 3rd joint (apart from style) more than half as long 
as 2nd; stylb three-jointed, with second joint produced on inner 
side and 3rd joint 6inall, thus causing the antennae to appear as 
if bisected at the tip. Occiput, mouth-opening and lower part 
of head black or dark brown, also the proboscis, which is fully 
double the length of the head. Thorax : dorsum mainly black, 
punctate, with very tiny black bristles; side margins, humeri and 
scutellum distinctly, and hind mr.rgin and posterior corners less 
distinctly, brownish-orange; pleurae black, except that the parts 
below the humeri and behind the wing-base, also an exceedingly 
narrow vertical stripe immediately below the wing-base, are 
brownish-orange; metanotum black, upper edge often more or less 
orange. There are some indefinite whitish reflections on pleurae. 
Abdomen : 1st segment black; 2nd brownish-orange, more or less 
broadly blackish in middle; 3rd black, rather narrowly brownish- 
orange at base and on hind margin; 4th and 5th mainly black, 
4th more or less broadly behind, and 5th more narrowly, dull 
orange; 6th generally rimilar to 5th. On 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th 




358 


CONOPIDjE. 


segments there is a whitish reflection on the extreme hind margin,, 
varying in width aud distinctness. Pubescence of abdomen con¬ 
sisting of short bristly black hairs, uniformly distributed. Pale 
colour in abdomen sometimes almost reddish. Legs orange-brown, 
varying a little; coxae black,with whitish, sometimes silvery, reflec¬ 
tions. At least hind femora always with a broad black median ring; 
similar, though generally less conspicuous or interrupted, bands 
are sometimes present on either fore or middle legs, or on both; 
in some specimens the dark bands are quite absent. Tarsi a little 
darker. Wings grey; anterior half blackish-brown, the colour 
limited hiudwards by a narrow streak along the hinder side of the 
discal cell, filling only the basal half of that cell, the basal half 
of the 1st posterior cell and the anterior part of the distal half of 
that cell, and ending on the wing-margin at the tip of the 
3rd vein. Halteres yellow. 

Length , 15 mm. 

Described from 5 d <3 and 2 2 $ in the British and Indian 
Museum collections. Seudim Spur, Sitong, Darjiling District, 
4600 ft., 22-28. x. 1917 ( Annandale <$f Gravely ) 7 type 8 .; 
Sureil,Darjiling District, 5000 ft., iv-v. 1917 {Kemp); Kousanie, 
Kumaon District, W Himalayas, 6075 ft., 24. vii. 1914, type $ ; 
Simla, viii-ix. 1898 {Nurse); Nepal : Khasi Hills, 1878 {Chmnell) ; 
Cherrapunji, Khasi Hills, 3000-5000 ft., 16. v. 1905. Types in 
Indian Museum. 

A species very well marked by its almost wholly black and 
“red” coloration and the broad black band which is always 
present on the hind femora, though it may be present or absent 
on the other legs. 


280. Physocephala aurantiaca, sp. nov. 

$ $ Head wholly orange, sometimes a little darker on lower 
part of frons and antennal prominence; mouth-opening more or 
less pale yellow; proboscis 1| times as long as head, bright 
shining brown, tip black. Antennse yellowish-brown, 3rd joint 
sometimes bright reddish-orange, two-thirds as long as 2nd joint 
(measured along the under side, which is much longer than the 
upper';. Occiput orange, margin with bright golden-yellow 
shimmer. Thorax wholly bright brown, dorsum more or less 
blackish; humeral region, posterior margin of'dorsum and meta- 
pleura with conspicuous bright golden-yellow dust; metauotum 
bright brown, upper margin gold-dusted; a silvery-white stripe 
runs on each side from just below the humerus along the hinder 
part of both mesopleura and sternopleura,meeting the middle coxa. 
Scutellum concoiorous, brown. Abdomen: 2nd segment and basal 
part of 3rd considerably contracted in <5* , slightly less so in 2 ; 
ground-colour bright reddish-brown, 1st segment mainly covered 
with silvery-white dust, of which there is a narrow‘band also at 
the junction of the 2nd and 3rd segments; posterior border of 
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3rd and more than hinder half of 4th, also the 5th and 6th wholly 
except sometimes at base of former, with bright golden-yellow 
dust. Venter and genitalia concolorous, shining brown. Legs 
uniformly orange-brown; basal half of tibia more or less pale 
yellow; tarsi with black bristles. All femora with slight whitish 
reflections; hind coxaj and outer sides of all tibiae conspicuously 
dusted with silvery-white. Wings with more than the anterior 
half rather dark brown, though more yellowish basally; the deep 
brown colour extends distally to the tip of the 3rd vein and fills 
the basal half of the 1st posterior cell; while brown of a less 
deep shade fills the discal and 1st basal cells, and extends 
indefinitely over the base of the 3rd posterior cell. Halteres 
brownish-yellow. 

Length , 13-14 mm. 

Described from several d 6 from Chapra, Bengal (Mackenzie ), 
and 1 $ from Hadagalli, Ceylon, x. 1911 (“on flowers”), in the 
Pusa collection ; also 2 $ £ from Beeravalli, Bellary District, 
Ceylon, 10. viii-10. ix. 1913. Cotypes in my own collection. 

281. Physocephala nigrofasciata, Bran . 

Thysocephala nigrofasciata , Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 497, 
pi. xxxvii, tigs. 15,16 (1912). 

d Head entirely orange-yellow ; 3rd antennal joint blackish- 
brown ; proboscis fully 21 times as long as head, black; nearly all 
the upper half of the occiput is orange-yellow. Thorax: dorsum 
black; humeri and middle of hind margin with conspicuous bright 
yellow dust; pleurae mainly orange-brown, a little blackish on 
lower and hinder paits; scutellmn orange-brown; metanotuin 
black, orange-brown above, bypopleura with bright yellow dust. 
Abdomen orange-brown; 1st segment blackish at base; 4th and 
5th black on basal two-thirds or more; hind margins of all 
segments from 1st onwards more or less distinctly, but narrowly, 
dusted w ith yellow' or yellowish-grey. Legs wholly orange-brown; 
coxa* black, with some whitish reflections; outer sides of tibiae 
with rather conspicuous yellow dust. Wings grey; anterior half 
from costa to 4th vein blackish-brown; this colour fills the basal 
half of the 1st posterior cell, where it is limited rather sharply, 
but fades away somewhat on the costa between the tips of the 
2nd and 3rd veins; basally it spreads slightly into the discal 
cell. Halteres orange-brown. 

Length , 13 mm. 

Redescribed from the original type , a unique d in the Indian 
Museum. Koygar, Central Asia (Yarkand Expedition). Though 
this species has not so far been taken within the limits of British 
India, it is included here, as it may very possibly occur in 
Northern India; also it would be liable to be overlooked unless 
incorporated in a general work with other members of the 
genus. 
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282. Physocephala rnfescens, sp. nov. (PI. VI, fig. 11.) 

3 $ Head brownish-yellow to pale yellow; antennae orange- 
brown or orange, style short and blunt; foveae sometimes blackish, 
occiput black but extensively yellowish behind vertex; proboscis 
black, over twice as Jong as head. Thorax orange-brown, with a 
large central, dorsal, quadrate, blackish spot, reaching the anterior 
margin (possibly this is due to discoloration); humeri and a 
small space in middle of hind margin dusted with golden-yellow; 
pleuras with a very small yellow dust-spot on lower part of 
mesopleura and upper part of sternopleura; hypopleura con¬ 
spicuously gold-dusted*; scutellum orange-brown; metanotum 
black. Abdomen : 1st segment blackish; 2nd segment and basal 
third of 3rd segment, orauge-brown ; middle third of'3rd segment 
and about basal half of 4th and 5th, black; hinder part of 3rd 
segment, remainder of 4th and 5th, and all 6th, dusted with 
yellowish or yellowish-grey. Legs brown-orange, coxse more or 
less blackish, with a little whitish dust or shimmer; about basal 
half of all tibiae more or less lemon-yellow; pulvilli pale yellowish. 
Wings grey; dark brown from the anterior margin to the 4th 
vein, though the costal cell is a trifle paler; the brown colour is 
limited distally, though not sharply, at about tlie tip of the 2nd 
vein and the middle of the 1st posterior cell, but is continued 
faintly along the costa to the tip of the 3rd vein, which is dis¬ 
tinctly suffused. Hinder side of discal cell narrowly brown, the 
base indistinctly so. Halteres brown-orange. 

Length , 10-11 mm. 

Described from the type <3 in the Indian Museum from Kash¬ 
mir, 1915 (//. T Pease), and two g <3 and the type $ from the 
same locality, 5000 ft., v. 1901 {Col. Nurse). 


283. Physocephala nursei, sp. nov. 

(3 Very near aurantiaca, Brun. Dorsum of thorax with three 
blackish stripes of the usual pattern ; the pleural stripe is of gold- 
yellow dust, and is much broader and more conspicuous; the 
hypopleurae have equally conspicuous gold dust, as has also the 
upper half of the metanotum. Wing-band rather dark brown, 
delimited distally just beyond the tip of the 2nd vein, and filling 
the basal half of the 1st posterior cell; tip of 3rd \ein slightly 
infuscated ; 1st basal and discal cells, also remainder of u ing, clear 
Length , 14 mm. 

Described from two <3 <3 Quetta, vi. 1902 (Nurse). Type 
presented by Col. Nurse to the British Museum. Th6 specific 
distinctness of this insect rests on the thoracic stripes and the 
less extent of the brown colour in the wings; especially in the 
1st basal and the discal cell being quite clear, both of them being 
brown in aurantiaca. 


* In the type 3 the gold dust marks have almost entirely faded away. 
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284. Physooephala argentifera, sp. nov. 

d 2 • Bead wholly orange or yellowish-orange; antenn® a 
little darker, their 3rd joint often bright reddish-orange above 
and much darker, nearly black, on apical Haif of under side; it is 
two-thirds as Ions as the 2nd joint (measured along the under 
6ide); proboscis black, sometimes very dark brown in middle; 
occiput orange, margin with a whitish shimmer, thorax bright 
brown or reddish-brown; dorsum sometimes with a median 
blackish stripe, generally with whitish reflections, especially on 
hind margin, inner sides of humeri and upper part of the conco- 
ioi-ous metanotum, which latter is sometimes dusted with yellowish- 
white, but mainly black behind; humeri dull orange or brownish- 
yellow ; there is a whitish or silvery-white pleural stripe as in 
many other species; scutellum orange-brown; there is a con¬ 
spicuous golden-yellow dust-spot on each hypopleura, the two 
connected by a band of similar colour across the upper part of the 
metanotum. Abdomen orange-brown, only slightly contracted at 
base; 2ud segment with silvery-white or yellowish-white dust at 
base and also (interrupted in middle) on hind margin ; 1st segment, 
sometimes with a black patch, occasionally wholly black; 2nd 
segment with or without a long median streak; 3rd segment 
varying from wholly brownish to having more than the hinder 
half blackish; 4th segment varying from wholly brown to having 
the anterior half blackish; 3rd and 4th segments with hind borders 
moderately broadly gold-dusted; apparently the 5th and 6th 
segments are in uormal cases wholly gold-dusted. Legs orange; 
tibi® paler yellow on basal half; anterior cox® more or less, hind 
pair brilliantly, shining with silvery-white dust; anterior tibi® 
with brilliant silvery-white reflections on the outer side, but these 
are much less couspicuous on the hind tibi®; tarsi blackish 
towards tips; pul villi orange. Wings grey ; anterior part blackish- 
brown from the costa to the tip of the 3rd vein (though the costal 
cell itself and the tip of the submarginal cell are a little clearer), 
also as far hindwards as the 3rd vein ; the dark colour also extends 
over the basal half of the 1st posterior cell, but is rather sharply 
delimited distally, though in some specimens the wing is a little 
paler towards the tip. Halteres orange. 

Length , 8-10 ram. 

Described from a few specimens from Chapra, Bengal, type 
(Mackenzie ); Allahabad, 8. x. 1905 and 16. x. 1905, type <J> {How- 
lett ); Pusa, 4. ix. 1908, and two <$ <3 without data. Type sent to 
the British Museum by Mr. T. B. Fletcher, cotypes in the Pusa 
collection and ray own. A conspicuous character of this species 
is the gold dust-band across the upper part of the metanotum, 
joining the gold-dusted areas on the hypopleur®. 

285. Physocepala munda, Brun. 

Conops tnundus , Bvunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 496 (1912). 

<J $ Head pale lemon-yellow; frons about half width of head; 
vertex well defined, sub-tumid; cheeks with silvery reflections; 
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antenna bright orange-brown, tip of 3rd joint sometimes blackish; 
2nd joint twice ad long as 1st; proboscis brownish-yellow, tip 
black, barely twice as long as head; occiput blackish, with a 
brilliant wide gold dust-stripe on the side margins. Thorax 
orange-brown, with humeral region and area towards hind margin 
of dorsum dusted w'ith golden-yellow, as the whole dorsum 
appears to be when viewed from in front. Pleura concolorous, 
with a silvery or golden-yellow dust-stripe from edge of dorsum 
to hind margin of sternopleura; scutellum orange-brown; meta- 
notum and hypopleura richly dusted with golden-yellow 7 . Abdo¬ 
men bright orange-brown, hind margins of 1st and 2nd segments 
whitish- or gold-dusted, more obviously so towards sides; 3rd and 
4th segments broadly gold-dusted towards hind margins, remaining 
segments wholly dusted with gold. Pubescence very short and 
inconspicuous. Legs bright orange-brown; coxae with silvery- 
white reflections; basal half of tibiae lemon-yellow, outer side with 
glistening golden-yellow reflections. Wings clear; costal cell 
pale dirty yellow; the blackish band between the 1st and 3rd 
veins extends distally to about the tip of the 2nd vein, dying 
away there; halteres pale yellow. 

Length, 12 mm. 

Redescribed from the type $ (not 3 as originally stated) from 
Puri, Orissa Coast, 6-13. xi. 1910 (Kemp), a second $ from 
Balighai, near Puri, 16-20. viii. 1911 ( Annandale <k Gravely)', 
Deesa, iii, viii, ix, x, & xi. 1901 (Nurse) ; Quetta, iii, viii, & 
ix. 1901, and v. 1902 (Nurse). Type in Indian Museum. 

This species is coloured clean yellow and orange, and is principally 
distinguished from all others by the dark band of the wing dying 
away gradually instead of being more or less sharply delimited 
distally. P. munda is somewhat intermediate between Conops and 
Physoctphala , as the anterior femora are not incrassated, though 
the hind cnes are appreciably so, and the anterior cross-vein is 
distinctly beyond the middle of the discal cell; both of these 
characters are more indicative of the latter than of the former genus. 

A variety of this species has the 3rd antennal joint black 
except at the base, where it is reddish-orange. The dorsum of 
the thorax is wholly dusted with grey; the grey dust extends to 
all the margins, and includes the humeri, scutellum and meta- 
noturn, though there is a trace of a median dark stripe on the 
anterior half of the dorsum in the cf The pleuras bear a broad, 
conspicuous, whitish-grey stripe. The wing-band in the 3 dies 
away, exactly as it does in typical munda ; but in the $ it ends in 
an almost truncate form (though its limit is not very sharply 
defined) at the tip of the 2nd vein, but just enters the top corner 
of the 1st posterior cell. 

Length, 12 mm. 

described from a cf and 5 taken by Col. Nurse at Quetta, 
viii & v. 1902 respectively. The 3 was presented by him to 
the British Museum. A second 2 specimen is intermediate 
between the normal form and this variety. 
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286. Physocephala atricomis, sp. nov. 

(3 Very much like P. calopus , Big. Jt differs by ha\ingthe 
2nd and 3rd antennal joints -wholly black, while the 3rd is rather 
dark brown ; occiput with a broad transverse black stripe; meta- 
notum rather light brown, dusted with pale golden-yellow; 
abdominal segments not bordered with orange, but with a little 
pale yellow dust, the last segment being wholly dusted with pale 
golden-yellow ; nnd the tarsi brown, not black.. The black band 
on the wing does not even encroach on the 1st basal cell, much 
less on the discal, and the wing is wholly dark from the costa to 
the posterior limit of the band, i. e. the 3rd longitudinal vein. 
The dark colour also fills the basal half of the 1st posterior cell: 
moreover, it extends along Ihe costa to beyond the tip of the 2nd 
vein, but is thence rather sharply delimited. This difference in 
the longitudinal extent of the band is perhaps the best specific 
character. 

Length, 8 mm. 

One <S in the Pusa collection, from Lahore, Punjab, 20. iv, 1908, 
sent by Mr. T. B. Fletcher to the British Museum. 


287. Physocephala annulifera, Brun. 

Physocephala annulifera , Brunetti, Bee. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 498 (1912). 

d Head deep yellow, slightly reddish above antennfe, slightly 
livid on vertex; a large black triangular mark on frons, apex 
downwards, the base incurved. Antennae dark reddish-brown ; 
tips of 1st and 2nd joints a little pale below, 2nd joint minutely 
pubescent. Proboscis light shining brown, about twice the length 
of the head, tip shining black. Eyes bright chestnut-brown, 
posterior margins silvery-white tomentose. Back of head brown, 
livid towards vertex. Thorax wholly dull black; humeral ealli 
and sides of thorax with a very little whitish dust. Scutellum 
and meiauotum dark brown. Abdomen dark brown,, lighter on 
2nd and base of 3rd Begment, these parts being much contracted; 
3rd, 4th and 5th segments with a moderately wide gold-dusted 
posterior border; 6th segment gold-dusted on dorsum. Genital ap¬ 
paratus somewhat withdrawn ; consisting of a large upper globular 
piece, a pair of claspers (apparently), and! a narrow intermediate 
organ, all dark brown, shining and bare. The w'hole abdomen 
bears minute black hairs. Legs: coxae black, dusted with silvery- 
white; lemora reddish-brown, hind pair somewhat thickened in 
basal half, and with apical half darker; tibiaB reddish-brown, with 
silvery-white dust; fore pair darker; posterior pairs attenuated 
towards base; hind pair lighter in colour on basal half; tarsi 
dark brow n. All the legs are microscopically pubescent. Wings 
almost clear; a blackish colour extends along the costa from the 
base as far as just beyond the tip of the 2nd longitudinal vein; 
this colour reaches posteriorly as far as the 3rd longitudinal vein, 
where it sharply terminates, hut is continued into the basal half 
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of the 1st posterior cell, the outer edge of the coloured part being 
perpendicular but without a clear-cut limit. The 1st posterior 
cell is closed some distance before the border. Anterior cross-vein 
just beyond centre of discal cell, which is just half ns wide at base 
as at distal end. Halteres blackish. 

Length , 8 ram. 

Described from a single <$ (not $ as previously stated), origi¬ 
nally in good condition but now somewhat damaged, in the 
Indian Museum collection from Margherita, Assam. 

288. Physocephala calopus, Big. (PI. VI, figs. 12, 13.) 

Conops calopus , Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (G) vii, p.[33 (1887). 

Physocephala quadrata, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. jNlus. ix, p. 274, pl.xiv, 
tig. 6(1913). 

<5 $ . Head yellow or brownish-yellow; frons distinctly over 
one-third width of head, sometimes irregularly infuscated with 
black; antennae brownish-yellow to orange, 3rd joint often bright 
reddish-orange, especially below, tip generally blackish; mouth- 
opening more or less blackish; proboscis black, twice as long as 
head; occiput black, broadly yellowish behind vertex, with side 
margins silvery. Thorax brownish-yellow or orange-brown; 
dorsum mainly blackish; humeri pale, generally dusted with 
whitish; scutellum concolorous with dorsum; metanotum blackish; 
pleurae orange-brown, with a broad silvery-white stripe. Abdo¬ 
men : 1st segment black; 2nd orange-brown, often with abroad 
black median baud; 3rd with nearly basal half orange-brown, 
remainder black, with yellowish-dusted or grey-dusted hind 
margin; 4th and 5th black with rather narrow yellowish-dusted 
or grey-dusted hind margins; 6th dark brown or blackish, wholly 
but lightly dusted with grey. Legs : coxae varying from orange- 
brown to blackish, hind pair with a silvery shimmer. Rest of legs 
orange or orange-brown; hind femora witti a broad black median 
ring occupying nearly their whole length ; hind tibiae blackish on 
about apical third; hind tarsi more or less blackish throughout, 
anterior tarsi blackish towards tips. All the tibiae are rather 
lemon-yellow basally, and they all have a silvery-white shimmer 
on the outer side. Wings pale grey ; the dark band is blackish or 
dark brown, and extends hindwards to the 3rd vein, the colour 
in normal specimens being rather sharply delimited at the tip 
of the'2nd vein and barely entering the 1st posterior cell; some¬ 
times it ends distinctly beyond the tip of the 2nd vein, and in 
these cases it also fills nearly all the basal half of the 1st posterior 
cell. 

Length , 74-9 mm. 

Alrnora, Kumaon District, 5500 ft., 27. ix. 1914 (Paiva) ; Deesa, 
iii & xi. 1899, and ix. 1901; Quetta, v. 1902; Abu (all these 
collected by Burse) ; Sukna, base of Darjiling Hills, 2. vii. 1908, 
c? $ in cop. (Amiandale) ; Singla, Darjiling District, 1500 ft., 
iv. 1913 ( type of quadrata) ; Pashoke, Darjiling District, 2000 ft.. 
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vi. 1916 ( L . C. Hartless). The species was origiually described 
from Pondicherry. Lype of calopus in Bigot’s collection, that of 
quadrata in the Indian Museum. 

Redescribed from several of both sexes, which seem referable to 
this species, from various sources. The exact limits of the dark 
wing-band are uncertain, and the species appears variable in the 
ooloration of the antenuaB and of some other parts of the body. 

Bigot has unaccountably mistaken the 1st posterior cell for the 
discal, both in this and other species; this is shown by his remark 
(referring to calopus) that the wing-band ends “ about opposite the 
middle of the discal cell, of which it also covers the base.” 

289. Physocephala diffusa, sp. nov. 

d $ Mead yellow; vertex dull yellow and tumid; sides of 
frons orauge-browu, this colour extending some distance down the 
face, with a narrow darker line on each side of the deeply sunken 
foveae, which latter are pale yellowish with a dark brown streak 
on the lower part of each. Proboscis dark brown, black at base 
and tip. Antennae bright orange-brown; 3rd joint, apart from 
style, barely half as long as 2nd, its tip darker. Occiput yellowish, 
each side with an irregular brown patch, these patches being 
connected by a transverse stripe; hinder part of eye-margins 
dusted with pale golden-yellow. Thorax brownish-orange with 
dusty whitish reflections; dorsum rather darker, with traces of a 
median blackish stripe on the anterior margin; scutellum con- 
colorous; metanotum black, gold-dusted; pleurae brownish-orange, 
with a silvery-white side stripe extending from in front of 
the wing-base to the middle coxa; metapleurae with conspicuous 
golden-yellow dust. Abdomen orange; 1st segment darker brown 
on the dorsum and with the hind margin white-dusted; 2nd 
segment narrowly white-dusted on the hind margin and more 
broadly so at sides towards apex; 4th and 5th with basal half 
more or less dark brown; hind border of 3rd, remainder of 4th 
and oth, and whole of the 6th, dusted with gold. Legs : coxae 
blackish, anterior pairs with slight whitish reflections, hind pair 
conspicuously dusted with yellowish-white; femora orange; tibiae 
pale yellow at base, their outer sides shining, dusted with 
yellowish-white; the hind pair are distinctly brown towards the 
tips; tarsi orange, brownish on upper side, with black bristles. 
Wings grey; a dark brown band on anterior margin to a little 
beyond tip of 2nd vein (varying with the individual), generally 
rather sharply delimited opposite posterior cross-vein; the band 
delimited hindwards by 3rd vein, but filling about, basal half of 
1st posterior cell, leaving remainder quite clear. Sometimes the 
costal band extends indistinctly to the tip of the 3rd vein, or the 
tip of the 3rd vein may bear a slight isolated infuscation. Base 
of 3rd posterior cell sometimes brownish; costal cell slightly pale. 
Halteres brownish orange 
Length, 7-8 mm. 
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Described from a 6 from Chapra, Bengal ( Mackenzie ), now 
sent to the British Museum by Mr. T. B. Fletcher, and a second 
<$ from Coimbatore, 17. vii. 1912. In this second specimen 
(which is in the Forest Zoologist’s collection) the distal end of 
the wing-band is truncate. There are also 2 6 6 and 2 $ $ in 
the British Museum, received from the Bombay Natural History 
Society, without data. 

290. Physocephala tenella, Big, 

Cunop8 tenellus, Bigot, Ann. Soc. Ent. France, (6) vii, p, 35 (1887). 

6 2 • Scad brownish-yellow to pale yellow; frons sometimes 
partly or wholly black. Antennae brownish-orange, sometimes 
darker, 2nd joint about 2| times as long as 1st, 3rd (without 
style) barely half as long as 2nd. Foveae often blackish. Pro¬ 
boscis blackish-brown, double as long as head. Occiput mainly 
blackish, broadly brownish-yellow behind vertex; side margins 
with silvery or silky-yellow reflections. Thorax wholly orange- 
brown, sometimes with three more or le$s distinct dark stripes, 
the median one attaining the anterior margin; pleurae with a 
silvery-whitish stripe; scutellum orange-brown; metanotum 
black, its upper part conspicuously gold-dusted, this golden dust 
uniting two golden dust-spots situated one on each hypopleura. 
Abdomen : 1st segment black; 2nd segment and basal third of 3rd 
segment, orange-brown; there is a broad median stripe on the 
former, sometimes reduced to two short, black, longitudinally 
placed vittrn, lying side by side; middle third of 3rd segment, 
basal half of 4th, 5th broadly at base, 6th narrowly at base, black ; 
remainder of abdomen dusted with golden-yellow. Legs orange- 
brown or orange; coxae a little darker, hind pair at least with 
whitish reflections; hind femora normally with a broad median 
band, which may be incomplete on the under side or reduced to a 
longitudinal streak only on the upper side, and which is frequently 
altogether absent. The hind tibiae are paler yellow basally, with 
their apical third generally brownish or blackish; all the tibiae 
have silver or pale gold reflections on the outer side; tarsi 
generally darker brown. Wings nearly clear. The dark band is 
limited behind by the 3rd vein; it usually ends sharply at the 
distal extremity a little beyond the tip of the 2nd vein, and fills 
the basal half of the 1st posterior cell; but it is often continued 
faintly to the tip of the 3rd vein, where it is darkened. The 
apical section of the 3rd vein is sometimes independently suffused, 
and an extremely narrow darkening in front of the 5th vein is 
sometimes present. Halteres yellow. 

Length, 8-11 mra. 

Redescribed from a typical 6 and 2 i Q the Bigot collection and 
from several specimens in the British Museum. Simla, viii. 1898; 
Kangra Valley, 4500 ft., vi. 1899, two 6 6 (Dudgeon)', Coimbatore, 
S. India, 5. viii. 1913, on maize, $; 18. xi. 1913; Singapore 
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(Ridley), and another specimen without data. The species was 
originally described from Ceylon. Types in Bigot’s collection. 

In ono $ from Quetta, vi. 1902 (Nurse), which may be referred 
to this species, the dark brown wing-band is continued to the tip 
of the 3rd vein, the costal cell is distinctly clearer, the 3rd 
antenual joint is blackish, the thoracic dorsum is wholly blackish 
(both these parts are possibly discoloured), and the parts which 
are gold-dusted in the normal form are in this specimen dusted 
with greyish. Length identical with that of normal form. 

If this species is really distinct from calopus, Big., a point about 

which I am undecided, the only differences appear to be as follows. 

In Unella both branches of the 5th vein are more or less narrowly 

infuscated, as is also the space between them (i. e., the base of 3rd 

posterior cell); the dark costal baud extends distinctly beyond the 

tip of the 2nd vein (though a few specimens referred by me to 

calopus also exhibit this condition); the band itself is rather dark 

brown than black, and it fills approximately half the 1st posterior 

cell and reaches the hind margin of that cell; whereas in calopus 

the band is more black than brown and usuallv ends exactly at or 

% » 

barely beyond the tip of the 2nd vein, often entering only very 
slightly into the 1st posterior cell and even then not attaining 
the hind margin of that cell. The abdomen, particularly the 6tb 
segment, is more orange or brownish in tenella , especially in tlm d 
In calopus the abdomen is principally black. 


Subfamily MYOPIN^E. 

The principal characters are the presence of the ocelli, the 
absence of the subcostal cross-vein except iu Stylogaster , Zodion 
and Pleurocerinella , and the ending (in normal cases) of the 3rd 
antennal joint in a two-jointed, dorsal, sometimes style-like arista 
(in Pleurocerinella , a true two-jointed style). This subfamily has 
been transferred to the Musciu.e by some authors, but I consider 
that its position is undoubtedly in Conopid.®. In the arrange¬ 
ment of the genera I have placed Pleurocerinella , Stylogaster and 
Zofion first, next to the Coxopix^e, as they all possess the 
subcostal cross-vein. For remarks on life-history, see p. 342. 

Table of Genera. 

1. Anal cell extremely short and small, sub¬ 
equal to 2nd basal cell; a complete 
thoracic chaetotnxic system of strong, 

conspicuous, long bristles; tibiae .with [p. -S09. 

short spurs .. .. .. Stylogaster, Macq., 

Anal cell very long, generally approachiug 
wing-border; no chaetotaxic system; 
tibiae unspurred . . 2. 
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2. Third antennal joint conspicuously long, more 

than twice ns long as 2nd, sufecylindrical, 
with distinct apical style 
Third antennal joint never conspicuously long 
or cylindrical, but oval or oblong, with a 
dorsal arista often thickened basally 

3. Proboscis not geniculated at about middle, 

but only at the base; a rudimentary sub¬ 
costal vein present . . 

Proboscis geniculated at about middle as 
well as at base; subcostal vein always 
absent .... . 

4. Head in profile descending much below 

eyes; cheeks at least twice as high as 
diameter of eyes 

Head in profile descending only moderately 
below eyes; cheeks at most as high as 
diameter of eyes .. 

5. Antennae shorter than the distance from 

their base to the vertex .. 

Antennae longer than this distance. 


[gen. n., p. 368. 
Pleurocerinella, 


3 . 


Zodton, Latr., p. 373. 


4. 


Myopa, Fabr., p. 377. 


5. 

Sicus, Scop., p. 376. 
Occemyia, Rob.-Desv., 
[p. 382. 


PLEUROCEKINELLA, gen. nov. 

Intermediate between Conops and Pleurocerpta , Macq.; having 
the general facies of the latter, but the antennae placed at the tip 
of the extended frons as in Conops , instead of at the side of this 
extension. 1st antennal joint rather elongate, cylindrical, 2nd a 
little shorter than 1st, produced a little at the tip over the base 
of the 3rd; the latter much longer that the 1st and 2nd together, 
elongate-conical, slender, tapering from base to tip, with a 
moderately short, very pointed, basally jointed, apical style, often 
thickened at base. In all else as in Conops : femora not at all 
thickened; subcostal cross-vein present, very short and rather 
indefinite, situated at tip of auxiliary vein. 

Genotype, P. dioctriceformis , sp. nov. 

291. Pleurocerinella dioctriaeformis, sp. nov. 

$ Bead : vertex and frons black; face pale yellow ; frons 
and face with a brilliant, silvery-white shimmer when seen from 
above; foveae very deep, shining silvery. Eyes dark coffee-brown. 
Antenna blackish-brown ; 2nd joint bristly, a little shorter than 
1st; 3rd at least 1| times as long as 1st and" 2nd together, more 
or less elongate-conical but laterally compressed in the apical 
half; style short and very pointed, not thickened at base. 
Proboscis shining black, about as long as head ; labella well deve¬ 
loped, light brown, pubescent. Occiput shining black, a little 
grey-dusted towards margins, with brownish-yellow hairs behind 
vertex. Thorax : dorsum, pleura, scutellum and metanotum 
rather shining black, with a little pale pubescence except on the 
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latter; a vertical, glistening silvery stripe on middle of pleurae 
passing in front of wing-base. Abdomen sbiniDg black, of the 
form normal in Conops, with a little, just obvious, pale brown 
pubescence; 1st segment hardly wider tyian 2nd ; 2nd and 3rd 
segments subequal, a little longer than 4th and 5th; 5th with a 
long black genital sheath ; 6th and 7th large, rounded. Genitalia 
inconspicuous. Legs : femora not at all thickened, tibiae without 
the “twisted” appearance so common in the Conopin.®. Legs 
mainly dark brown or black; coxae with whitish reflections; 



Fig. 77. —Pleurocerinella dioctriaformis, sp. nov., antenna. 

femora pale brownish-yellow at base and tips; basal half of fore 
and hind tibiae, and almost the whole of the middle pair, pale 
brownish-yellow; metatarsi mainly brownish-orange, with whitish 
pubescence below. Win/js pale grey; anterior cross-vein opposite 
tip of auxiliary vein and at middle of discal cell; posterior cross¬ 
vein erect, opposite tip of second vein; halteres pale yellow. 

Length , 8-9 mm. 

Described from a c? and $ in the British Museum from Simla, 
viii. & ix. 1898 ( Nurse ); also a $ from Maskeliya, Ceylon 
( Green) 


Genus STYLOGASTER, Macq. 

Sty log aster, Macquart, Hist. Nat. Ins., Dipt, ii, p. 38 (1835). 

Stylomyia , Westwood, Proc. Zool. Soc. Lend. p. 270 (1850). 

Ptychoproctus , Bigot, Rev. Mng. Zool. p. 308 (1859). 

Genotype, Conops stylata , Fabr.; by original designation. 

Head large, transverse, barely projecting beyond eyes eithei in 
front or below, much broader than long and much broader than 
thorax. Eyes widely separated in 6 and $ ; front facets very 
greatly enlarged in both sexes ; ocelli present. Antennae elongate, 
porrect; 3rd joint as long as 1st and 2nd together, sword-shaped, 
with tip rounded ; arista subapical. One pair of strong vertical 
bristles. Proboscis very long and thin, rigid, geniculated at about 
the middle. Thorax approximately quadrate, a little drawn out 
hindwards; humeri distinct; scutellum of moderate size, sub- 
triangular with rounded corners. The.re are 1 or 2 weak humeral 
bristles, 2 presutural, 1 or 2 supra-alar, 1 dorsocentral (pre- 
scutellar), 1 or 2 on each of the posterior calli, 1 mesopleural, and 
1 pair of scutellar, apical in position. All the bristles are strong. 
Abdomen elongate, distinctly longer than thorax, cylindrical, a 

2b 
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little curved downwards, in the manner typical of Conopida; ; six- 
segmented; 6th segment very long and narrow in $ ; genitalia 
in conspicuous and complicated *, in $ very elongate, sub- 
cylindrical, somewhat like those of Tipullda; in general appearance. 
Legs long, slender, simple, practically bare; tarsi as long as or 
longer than tibiae; hind legs much longer than the others; hind 
femora slightly but obviously dilated from beyond the base. 
Wings cuneiform at base; auxiliary vein extremely short, sub¬ 
costal cross-vein present, though sometimes rudimentary; 1st 
posterior cell closed well before the wing-border, elongate; anterior 



Fig. 78 .—Stylogastcr orientalis, sp. nov. 

cross-vein considerably beyond middle of diseal cell; the latter is 
very long and very narrow at the base; 2nd basal cell short, less 
than half as long as 1st; anal cell very short, shorter than 
2nd basal; 6th vein distinct to wing-border (in some New W orld 
species it is shortened) ; 7th vein rudimentary or absent; squamae 
obsolete. 


* In the African species. S. complexa, Big., the genitalia are complex 
and conspicuous, protected by a large sheath (like that found in Conops) on 
the 5th segment. There is a large bowl-shaped ventral plate, narrowed at the 
base; a pair of long, slender, horny, finger-like processes slightly curved ; a 
smaller pair of clavate processes behind them ; and a longer, pointed, median 
organ with a few bristly hairs at the tip ; all these parts are pale yellow and 
practically bare, except the ventral plate, which bears short, soft, pale yellow 
hairs on the tinder side. In a North American species of uncertain ulentitv 
the genital parts are different, though apparently of the same general plan, 
but the condition of the specimen precludes any description. 
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Range. With the exception of the new species described 
here from India, and of two or three African species, the few 
known representatives of this peculiar genus are confined to the 
Americas. 

Life-history not worked out, but it is thought that these 
insects are parasitic ou auts. Bates, in ‘ The Naturalist on the 
Amazons’ (end of chapter xii)states that these flies follow ants of 
the genus Eciton in small swarms, probably for the purpose of 
depositing their eggs in the food which the ants are carrying 
into their nest, in which place the Stylogaster would thus be bred. 
Professor W M. Wheeler has, however, little doubt that the flies 
are entoparasites in the bodies of the adult ants, not of their 
prey : see ‘ Ants’ (New York, 1910), pp. 261, 419. 

Williston makes this genus the type of a separate subfamily, 
but the only important differences between it and other MyopiNjE 
consist in the shortness of the aual cell, the narrowness of the 



Fig. 79 .—Stylogaster orientalis, sp. nor., profile of head. 

frons in the 3 , and the great length of the ovipositor in the $. 
Though Macquart both described and figured the anal cell as 
elongate, this must have been an error on his part. The 
question as to the exact identity of the species stylata , Fabr., on 
which he founded his genus need not be discussed here, but it 
may be observed that though Boeder is of the opposite opinion, 
Williston considers its exact determination to be now impossible. 
Williston also claims that Wiedemann, in redescribing stylata , had 
really two species before him and only females of each, instead of 
both sexes of stylata. Other species from North America referred 
to Stylogaster have the anal cell extremely small, and I have not 
been able to trace a single species in which it is long. West¬ 
wood’s genus ( Stylomyia ) was stated to differ from Macquarfc’s 
mainly in the very small anal cell, but the two may now be con¬ 
sidered absolutely synonymous, it being impossible to avoid the 
conclusion that Macquart was in error as regards this cell. 
Williston states that the subcostal cross-vein (though he does not 
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call it thus) is absent, but it is present in orientalis and in several 
undescribed species in the British Museum, though it is often 
rudimentary. The distance from the base at which the proboscis 
is geniculated varies with the species, being distinctly after the 
middle in orientalis , and at about the middle in the two or three 
African species in the British Museum. 


292. Stylogaster orientalis, sp. nov. 

<$ Head : eyes separated at vertex by nearly one-third the 
width of the head, but by only half this width at level of antennae. 
Vertex wit h a long black erect bristle on either side placed near 
the corner of the eye. Erons shining black, with a broad, dark 
brown, velvet-like stripe on each side, these stripes being them¬ 
selves very narrowly margined by a narrow pale line on either 
side. Ocelli very small, placed near the absolute vertex. Face 
and lower part of head yellowish-white; mouth-opening very 
large. Proboscis three to four times the height of the head, 
geniculated beyond the middle, black; extreme base, and the 
divided curled tips, yellowish-white. Antennae with 1st joint 
short, rather thick; 2nd elongated, broader at tip, 3rd elongate- 
oval, very large^ with subapical, black, bare arista. Antennae 
brownish-yellow, with an oblique brown streak on the inner side 
of the 3rd joint, and the tip also barely darker. Occiput blackish. 
Thorax : dorsum and scutellmn blackish; humeri and rest of 
thorax yellowish-white. Several bristles behind, one in front 
of and one below, the wing-base. Scutellum with two long apical 
bristles. Abdomen brownish-yellow, 1st and last segment wholly 
black on dorsum, remainder of segments with a broad black band 
on hind margin. Under side and genitalia pale yellow. Genitalia 
in general construction as in S. complexa , Big., from Natal ; 
ventral plate less bowl-shaped, much smaller, shortly bifid at tip; 
the long, slender horny processes much more curved, the clavate 
processes and the median organ somewhat similar though smaller. 
Leys : anterior pairs pale whitish-yellow; tarsi rather darker 
towards tips. Hind legs much longer, hind coxas and femora dis¬ 
tinctly enlarged, the latter much narrowed at the base, blackish 
above, the colour interrupted transversely in the middle; tibiae 
(which are enlarged tow ards the tips) dirty pale yellow ; tarsi black. 
All the legs apparently bare, the minute pubescence only visible 
under considerable magnification. Winys pale grey; venation in 
accordance with generic characters; halteres with pale yellow' 
stems and comparatively large black clubs. 

Lenyth , 6 mm. (measured along curve of abdomen). 

Described from a perfect 3 in the Indian Museum from Param- 
bikuJam, Cochin State, 1700-3200 ft., 16-24. ix. 1914 (type) 
(F. Gravely ); a second 3 in the same collection from above Tuia, 
Garo Hills, Assam, 3500-3900 ft., 15.vii-30. viii. 1917 (Kemp); 
and a third 3 in the British Museum from Pundaltioyn, Ceylon 
( Green). 
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Genus ZODION, Lair 

Zodion , Lntreille, Hist. Nat. Crust. Ins. iii, p. 444 (1802); id., 
Precis des Onract. g6 n. d. Ins., p. 162 (1796, sine specie). 

Genotype, Myopa cinerea , Fabr.; by original designation. 

Head rather large, not much broader than thorax, bare ; epis- 
tome receding; lower part of head projected downwards much 
below eyes ; cheeks nearly as broad as longer diameter of eyes. 
Eyes wide apart in both sexes, bare. Proboscis very thin, slightly 
bristly, bent at base only, so that it is horizontal, prominent, 
curved slightly anteriorly; labella very small; palpi short, cylin¬ 
drical, bristly. Ocelli present. Antennas porrect, short; 1st 
joint shortest, 2nd and 3rd subequal, 1st and 2nd bristly, 3rd 
bare and oval, with short style-like dorsal arista. Thorax sub¬ 
quadrate with rounded corners; scutellum semicircular. Abdomen 
moderately long, arched above, flat below, rather enlarged apically, 
with moderately prominent genitalia of the usual type. Legs 
moderately long and stout; femora slightly thickened, hind pain 
hardly longer than the others, finely bristly Wings of normal 
venation; 1st posterior cell usually closed at margin, sometimes 
slightly petiolate, sometimes narrowly open*; anal cell long, 
nearly reaching border of wing; subcostal vein present, sometimes 
rudimentary. 

Range. Europe, Canary Is., Orient, North and South America. 

Life-history. Z. cinereum is parasitic on the bee Hylceus 4-stri- 
gatus , Latr. 

The representatives of this genus are typically Myopine, almost 
bare flies of grey hues, with abdomen sometimes spotted, and 
clear vvings. They occur on flowers and in grassy spots, and are 
uot uncommon in the places where they are found. 

Table of Species. 

1. First posterior cell closed; (scutellum with 

six rather robust bristles on hind margin, 
set in six distinct blackish-brown spots; 
spots on hinder part of thoracic dorsum 
larger and more conspicuous than in 

griseum) . cinereum , Fabr., p. 374. 

First posterior cell distinctly open 2. 

2. Hind femora with basal half orange; an¬ 

terior femora dark brown, paler at base ; 
antenn.e considerably reddish-orange, 

2nd joint much longer than 3rd; 3rd 
vein distinctly bisinuate from anterior 

cross-vein to tip. ... montanum, Brun.,p.37o. 


* The l.-f posterior e vil ha> hitherto always been described as closed, bn; 
Mime species h .W V. rib A'invi<\ui and Indian, undoubtedly belonging to 
J. if"’ll 1 ■ j%>* it i" iii.-tlj !, i.di narrow 1}, "pen. 
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Hind femora black, wholly and closely 
grey-dusted, orange towards tips; an¬ 
tennae entirely blacky 3rd vein nearly 
straight from anterior cross-vein to tip. 

(Scutellum with 8 to 10 long fine hairs, 
the spots on the hind margin much less 
conspicuous than in cinereum ; spots on 
hinder part of thoracic dorsum also less 

conspicuous than in cinereum) gnseum , sp. n., p. 375. 

293. Zodion cinereum, Fair * 

Myopa cinerea , Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 399 (1794). 

Zodion cinereum , Schiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 381 (1862). 

<3 2 Head: Vertex and upper part of frons dark mahogany- 
brown or reddish-brown, becoming bright oraDge-brown or 
orange on about anterior half of frons ; generally with very 
narrow silvery-white eye-margins extending for some distance; 
ocellar triangle black. Antennse mainly red-brown or orange- 
brown, sometimes wholly so; generally with 1st joint, upper part 
of 2nd and apical half of 3rd, more or less black; occasionally 
practically the entire antennse are black. Rest of head from 
orange-yellow to very pale yellow ; proboscis black, fully twice as 
long as head. Occiput cinereous-grey ; nearly all the upper half 
is clothed with short black bristles ; the median part is compara¬ 
tively bare, but with about four long fine bristles well below the 
vertical margin; the lower part is yellowish, nearly bare. Thorax 
cinereous, with darker brown marks varying in individuals ; the 
general pattern consists of a pair of narrow dorsal stripes extend¬ 
ing from the inner corners of the humeri and reaching beyond 
the suture; there is an outer stripe on each side running from 
behind the humerus, and generally reaching beyond the suture; 
a pair of inner short vittte on or near the anterior margin; and a 
small, very dark brown, shining spot on the inner side of each 
humerus. The longer stripes are sometimes broken into elongate 
spots ; hinder part of dorsum with rather numerous large spots 
or dots irregularly placed. Scutellum concolorous, with six con¬ 
spicuous, moderate sized, dark brown spots on hind margin, each 
bearing a medium sized bristly hair; rest of scutellum bare of bristly 
hairs. Abdomen cinereous; first three segments a little more 
brownish-grey ; the whole surface with small dark brown dots 
and fine, rather long, black hairs, the former lying more or less in 
horizontal rows ; last segment in $ shiniug black. Leys closely 
covered with cinereous or pale grey dust; femora, towards the 
tips, and on the knees for a short distance, often more or less 
orange-brown ; tarsi black or blackish. Pubescence of legs wholly 
black. Wings pale grey, pale orange for a varying extent from 
base aud anteriorly ; halteres dull orange. 

Length , about 6 mm. 

* This common European species has a number of synonyms, which can bo 
obtained from Becker in Kert^sz, Kat. Paliiarkt. Dipt, iv, p. 270 (1905). 
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Redescribed from a <y and 3 $ $ from Europe, and a 3 and 2 
from Simla, ix. 1898 (Nurse), in the British Museum. This 
species is widely distributed in Europe. 

294. Zodion montanum, Brun, 

Zodion montanum, Brunetti, Rec. Ind. Mus. vii, p. 499 (1912). 

2 Head : frons above antennae dark reddish-brown on upper 
part; when viewed from below two large oval whitish-grey dust- 
spots are visible ; vertex and back of head nearly black, the latter 
with black hairs, the whole of the frons, face, and vertex being 
hairy ; face, cheeks, mouth, and epistome yellow, with (seen from 
below) a silvery-white sheen. Proboscis black. Antennae black, 
under side of 2nd joint yellow, under side of 3rd joint red at base. 
Thorax ash-grey, covered (with the scutellum also) with short 
black hairs : dorsum and scutellum in certain lights appearing 
black, except the humeral calli; sides of thorax also appearing 
partly black if viewed from different directions. Abdomen mainly 
ash-grey, covered with rather short black hair; fore part of most 



Fig. 80 .—Zodion montanum. Bran., head in profile. 

of the segments black, the colour extending round the sides and 
also posteriorly in the middle of the dorsum ; extreme tip of 
abdomen shining black. Genitalia small, black, shining, hairy. 
Lecjs black, pubescent; coxae with silvery-white sheen in front; 
anterior femora yellow at base below, hind pair with more than 
the basal half yellow'; knees and base of tibiae narrowly yellow ; 
anterior metatarsi rather yellow. Wings with 1st posterior cell 
narrowly open ; 3rd vein bisinuate from anterior cross-vein to 
wing-tip ; the wings are nearly clear, yellowish at base. Halteres 
yellow. 

Length, 5 mm. 

Described from a single perfect specimen captured by me at 
Darjiling, 30. ix. 1908, and now in the Indian Museum. 

295. Zodion griseam, sp. nov. 

6 2 Head : frons bright mahogany-brown ; ocellar tubercle, 
a small spot on each side near the vertex and contiguous to the eye, 
and sometimes an indistinct stripe above each antenna, blackish ; 
rest of head orange-yellow with whitish reflections, the latter 
extending upwards for some distance at sides of antennae and 
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along the inner eye-margins; antennae wholly black,under side of 
2nd joint and basal half of 3rd sometimes (type) dark reddish- 
brown with a silvery-white shimmer; occiput blackish-grey; 
proboscis black, nearly twice as long as bead. Thorax dark ash- 
grey, closely beset with short bristly black hairs, and having a 
pair of median, well separated, narrow blackish stripes, barely 
reaching auterior margin; three intermediate, very narrow, 
darker lines ; and an indefinite spot on each side on the inner side 
of the humerus. Pleurae rather lighter grey, bare except for 
about six small black bristles on the sternopleura. Scutellum 
and metanotum concolorous, the former with numerous stiff hairs. 
Abdomen ash-grey, with soft black hairs which are longest towards 
the sides of the 2nd segment: genitalia inconspicuous. Legs dark 
ash-grey, considerably hairy; under side of femora on apical half, 
knees and base of tibiae, orange; rest of tibiae light grey with 
whitish reflections; inner side of hind pair blackish; tarsi and 
claws black, pulvilli orange. Wings with 1st posterior cell 
distinctly open; 3rd vein practically straight from anterior 
cross-vein to wing-tip; uniformly pale grey, yellowish at base ; 
halteres orange. 

Length, 7 mm. 

Described from two c? 6 (one being the type of the species) 
from Mussoorie, ix. 1906, in the Pusa collection; and one (type) 
$ in the British Museum from Simla, ix. 1898 (Nurse). 

Genus SICUS, Scop. 

Sicus , Scopoli, Ent. Cain., p. 1004 (1763). 

Genotype, Conops ferrugineus, L.* 

Head large, broad, semicircular ; ocelli present; frons and face 
prominent; cheeks descending in profile to about half the height 
of the eyes. Antennae with 1st joint rather short, cylindrical, 
bristly; 2nd cup-shaped, bristly; 3rd slightly shorter than 2nd, 
oval, with broadly rounded tip; arista dorsal, thickened at base. 
Proboscis kneed at base and at middle, about three times as long 
as head ; palpi extremely short. Occiput barely produced behind 
upper part of head, but much produced in its lower half, with 
bristly pubescence. 1 borax approximately square, with rounded 
corners, fairly well arched; scutellum semicircular. Abdomen 
narrower but longer than thorax, longer in , well curved down¬ 
wards ; sexual organs similar to those of allied genera. Legs 
and wings as in Myopa. 

llange. Europe, Sikkim, North America. 

Life-history unknown. 

Very like Myopa in general appearance, differing practically 
only in the less depth of the cheeks below the eyes. 


* Coquillott claims to have designated this species as type, but Sehiner in 
]8t>‘2 was apparently' the first to recognise tho genus, which had been ignored 
or overlooked fur nearly a century, as distinct iroin Mi/--pa. 
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296 oicus ferrugineus, L. 

Conops ferrugineus, Linnaeus, Faun. Suec. p. 1907 (17G1). 

Sicus ferrugineus, Schiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 384 (1862). 

Myopa annulipes, Robiueau-Desvoidy, Myodaires, p. 246 (1830). 

<$ 2 . Head: frons from deep red-orange to orange-yellow; 
ocellar triangle small, brown, with two long fine bristles and 
some shorter ones; upper corners of frons with some long black 
bristly hairs and very short ones, extending down sides of frons for 
a short distance. Antenna) dark reddish-orange or red-brown, the 
short, thickened arista black; 2nd joint distinctly longer than 1st 
or 3rd. ltest of head from orange to yellowish, with silvery-white 
or pale gold reflections ; proboscis black. Thorax orange-brown, 
darker or paler; there are three rather broad, nearly contiguous, 
black stripes, the mediau one being the longest but not reachiug 
the front margin, all three extending behind suture; a more or 
less indistinct stripe with a whitish reflection extends on either 
side from the side margin of the dorsum over the mesopleura and 
sternopleura. Pubescence of thorax black, moderately dense, 
more bristly on certain parts of the dorsum. Scutellum con- 
colorous, with a little black bristly hair of varying length and a 
row of longer hairs on hind margin. Abdomen orange-brown, 
variable; darker in parts, and generally with whitish reflections 
towards the sides ; tip sometimes black, as is also the small sheath 
below the 5th segment in the 2 Legs mostly orange-brown to 
tips; coxae with some whitish reflections; pubescence black, 
decidedly more bristly and longer on the hind femora, where there 
are on the under side two rows of black spines, wide apart. 
Wings pale grey, a little yellowish at base in individuals ; halteres 
orange brown. 

Length , 7-12 mm. 

Redescribed from specimens in the British Museum from 
various European localities, and one specimen in the same collec-. 
tion from Tungu, Teesta Valley, Sikkim, 13,000-14,000 ft., 
1-15. vii. 1903(2 ? t6e< Expedition). A common European s] 

Genus MYOPA Fair. 

Myopa, Fabrieius, Syst. Ent. p. 798 (1775). 

Fairmairia, Robiueau-Desvoidy, Dipt. env. Paris, Myop 
(1853). 

Gonirhynchus, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 241 (1857). 

Hausteltia, Robiueau-Desvoidy, Dipt. env. Paris, Myop. p. 47 \ 

Lonchopalpus , Robineau-Desvoidy, op. cit. p. 35 (1853). 

Myopella , Robineau-Desvoidy, op. nit. p. 18 (1*53). 

Mt/opinu, Robineau-Desvoidy, op. cit. p. 39 (1 *53i. 

Phorosia , Robiueau-Desvoidy, op. cit. p. 29 (I*53). 

Pictinia , Robineau-Desvoidy, op. cit. p. 15 (1853). 

Purpurella, Robineau-Desvoidy, op. cit. p. 37 (1853). 

Genotype, Conops buccata, L.; by designation of Curtis. 

Head large, loosely attached; vertex vesiculose, ge 
reddish; lower part of head often projecting downward 
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siderably below level of eyes ; epistome bare or finely but distinctly 
haired; ocelli present; eyes in both sexes wide apart, bare; 
proboscis long, cylindrical, somewhat bristly, bent at base and at 
middle; palpi short; antennae set on a slight prominence, short; 
1st joint short, 2nd elongate-conical, both bristly; 3rd much 
shorter than 2nd, round or aval, bare, with dorsal, basally 
thickened arista. Thorax subquadrate, shorter than broad; 
scute)] uin semicircular. Abdomen very short, curved, narrowed 
at base, bare or slightly pubescent, posteriorly rather broader. 
Genitalia in 3 not prominent, and only moderately so in $ 
Legs moderately long and stout; hind femora rather longer, 
pubescent. Wings with venation as in Conops , often with darker 
markings. 

Range. World-wide. 

Life-history. Hey den has stated that the larva is parasitic on 
certain Hymenoptera, as is customary in this family. The adults 
are generally distributed, occurring especially on umbelliferous 
flowers, and are sluggish in nature. 

Myopa is a genus of rather small reddish-brown, slightly 
pubescent flies, with the abdomen short. They exhibit certain 
characters associated with the more typical Conopidjs aud others 
which are associated with the Muse in.*;. 


Table of Species. 


1. First posterior cell nearly clear, but with a 

distinct infuscated spot in the centre; wings 
grey, with darker parts here and there; a 
distinct, small, round, black spot on either 
side in middle of lower part of cheek ; two 
larger brownish spots on each side behind 
middle of occipital margin ; femora indis¬ 
tinctly ringed, tibiae with three or four 
distinct narrow black rings 

First posterior cell never with a central spot ; 
wings uniformly grey or yellowish-grey, 
unmarked (in testucea the anterior cross¬ 
vein is suffused); no spots on head except 
near base of antennae 

2. Legs wholly orange-brown 

Legs always with black rings or markings 

3. Abdomen wholly black; femora with a 

broad black median ring (sometimes much 
reduced); wings entirely blackisli-grey, 
unmarked. . .. ... 

Abdomen orange-brown ; leg markings 
reduced to indistinct or incomplete rings 
on the femora, and two fairly well-defined 
narrow rings on hind tibias ; wings moder¬ 
ately dark grey, yellowish basally, anterior 
cross-vein distinctly suffused 


pieta, Panz., p. 379. 


o. 

dorsalis , Fabr., p. 379. 
3. 


[p. 380 

nigriventris, sp. n., 


testacea, Linn., p. 381. 


M. c in eta , Fabr., is not included in the table, as the description 
of it is insufficient. 
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297. My op a picta, Pam. 

Myopa picta. Panzer, Faun. Germ, liv, p. 22 (1798); Schiner, 
Faun. Austr. i, p. 386 (1862). 

d $ Head: frons with almost parallel sides, yellowish or 
orange-yellow, with a few fine hairs; ocellar triangle at extreme 
vertex, overhanging the occiput, vertex often brown, with some 
long bristly black hairs; rest of head dull milk-white; mouth- 
border, outer margin of cheeks and occiput with long, rather 
shaggy, white pubescence; a distinct small round spot on either 
side in middle of lower part of cheek, one or two indefinite spots 
near the eyes, and two much larger spots on each side in middle 
of side margins of occiput. Antennae dull orange-yellow, 3rd joint 
in profile practically circular, dead black, sometimes orange-brown 
in 2 ; the arista is much thickened basally and is orange, with the 
filiform tip black. Proboscis much longer than in most species. 
Thorax : dorsum black, the slight depressions delineating the 
various parts more or less greyish-dusted ; side margins and 
pleurae orange-brown, with whitish or silvery reflections; scute]]urn 
black. There are fairly strong bristly hai^s ou the side margins 
of the dorsum and the hind margin of the scutellum, while the 
remainder of the surface has short bristly pubesceuce; pleurae 
bare except for some bristly hairs on the sternopleura. Abdomen 
orange-brown with whitish reflections, and with a more or less 
interrupted dorsal black stripe composed of a series of fairly large 
black spots, one in the centre of the front margin of nearly every 
segment; indefinite bands of yellowish-grey dust on basal margins 
of hinder segments. Pubescence of abdomen short, black, bristly. 
Legs orange-brown, with whitish reflections; femora with two 
median black bands and generally one subapical or apical band; 
anterior tibiae with three and hind tibiae with four similar black 
bands; tarsi to the apex, with pul villi and claws (except tips of 
latter) orange-brown. Pubescence of legs black and bristly, 
softer on femora (very short on upper side of middle pair), and in 
the tibiae denser on the black rings. Wings pale grey, with 
anterior part, and the remainder here and there, darker; there is 
a conspicuous darker grey spot of some size in the nearly clear 
1st posterior cell; squamae milk-white ; halteres orange-brown. 

Length , 8 ram. 

Bedescribed from a tind $ taken in cop. by Col. Nurse at 
Quetta, iii. 1903, and in perfect condition. This European species 
is recognized with ease by the peculiar dark grey spot in the 
1st posterior cell, together with the conspicuously ringed legs and 
the two spots on each side of the occiput. 

298. Myopa dorsalis, Fair. 

Myopa dorsalis, Fabricius, Ent. Syat. iv, p.397 (1794) ; Schiner, 
Faun. Austr. i, p, 388 (1862). 

<$ $ Head : vertex and upper part of froDS brownish-orange; 
vertical triangle blackish; ocelli dark brown; frons towards 
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antennae becoming more yellowish, with a little greyish reflection 
at sides; rest of head pale orange-yellow with indistinct whitish 
reflections. Antennae deep orange, including the short thickened 
arista; 2nd joint as long as 1st and 3rd together. Occiput orange- 
yellow, broadly dull brown behind; vertex with a little bristly 
pubescence; proboscis black. Total height of head double that 
of eyes. Thorax orange-brown, dorsum distinctly blackish, the 
colour extending to the anterior margin ; mesoplearae and sterno- 
pleurae with uniform whitish reflections; scutellum orange-brown, 
with four fairly strong black bristles on the hind border, and some 
smaller bristles; metanotum shining black. Abdomen orange- 
brown, with whitish dust and silvery reflections towards sides ; 
1st segment mainly blackish on dorsum. Pubescence of abdomen 
composed of fine, stiff, black hairs. Legs orange-brown to tips of 
tarsi; coxae with silverv-white reflections; a black streak on 
upper side of fore femora; hind tibiae darker at apex on inner 
side ; pul villi pale orange, tips of claws black. Wings yellowish- 
grey, more yellowish at base ; halteres pale orange. 

Length , 10 mm. 

Redescribed from a single <5 in the British Museum from 
Csehtelek, Bihar [Hon. N. C. Rothschild). A moderately common 
European species. 

299. Myopa nigriventris, sp. nov. 

<3 Head bright yellow, deeper and more orange mi frons and 
upper part of occiput; tw r o triangular brown marks (with their 
apices towards the vertex) near the upper angles of the eyes; a 
blackish transverse streak on frons just above antennae; proboscis 
blackish-brown; antennae, including the arista, orange, though 
the closely-set bristles on the 2nd joint make it appear brown; 
frons and occiput distinctly pubescent; there is one post-ocellar 
bristle. Thorax chestnut-brown, whole dorsum pubescent, black 
except at side margins; greyish dust reflections on hind margin ; 
whitish reflections on humeri and pleurae, especially on lower part 
of sternopleura; metanotum black. Abdomen black ; 2nd segment 
reddish-brown towards sides, and a little white-dusted on the hind 
margin except in the middle; tip of abdomen dark reddish-brown, 
a little grev-dusted. Legs orange; coxae, especially the 1st pair, 
with whitish reflections; femora with a broad median black ring, 
which leaves the tips and more or less of the base pale, and is 
much narrower on the under side; there is a subapical black ring 
on the tibiae, more or less interrupted ; upper part of outer sides 
of all the tibiae with whitish reflections ; pul villi and basal half of 
claws orange, apical half of the latter black. Wings yellowish- 
grey, costal cell more yellowish ; halteres orange. 

Length , 7 mm. 

Described from the type d from Mussoorie, ix. 1916. Type 
sent by Mr. T. B. Fletcher to the. British Museum. Two other 
3 6 from Kashmir, 5000-6000 ft., iv-v. 1901 (Nurse), have the 
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black femoral ring reduced to a moderately broad subapical one, 
otherwise they agree very closely with the type. 

300. Myopa testacea, L. 

Cunops tentuceus, Linnaeus, Syst. Nat., Ed. xi. 2, p. 1006 (1759). 

Myopa testacea, Schiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 386 (1862). 

c f 2 Head: vertex lighter or darker brown, often paler in 
middle, with some bristly black hairs ; frons brownish-yellow or 
orange; rest of head pule yellowish, with a little concolorous 
pubescence on margins ; there is a fair-sized, dark brown, elongate 
8pot on each side of the frons, extending over the upper part of 
the face towards the eyes, and another just below it, near the eye- 
margiu. Antenna orange-brown. Thorax : dorsum black ; side 
margins and pleurae dark orange-brown, with whitish reflections 
and a little greyish dust on the sternopleurae and other parts; 
pcutellum rather dark brown ; metanotum shining black. 
Pubescence of whole thorax black. Abdomen mainly reddish- 
brown or orange-brown, sometimes a little blackish at base; with 
yellow-grey dust-bands occasionally present on hind margins of 
3rd and 4th segments, and the tip of the abdomen generally 
similarly dusted. Abdominal pubescence black. Leys yellowish- 
brown or orange-brown; an indefinite black subapical band on 
femora; two more or less distinct narrow rings on hind tibiae, 
dividing the limb subequally ; tips of claws and pubescence of legs 
black. Wings moderately dark grey, a little yellowish basally ; 
anterior cross-vein distinctly but narrowly' suffused; squamae 
whitish; lialteres yellowish-brown. 

Redescribed from two <5 6 taken by Col.Nurse in Kashmir, 5000- 
6000 ft., v. 1901, and from European examples of both sexes. This 
is one of the commonest European species of Conopid^e, and is 
recorded also from Northern Africa. 

301. Myopa cincta, Fabr. 

Myopa cincta, Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 399 (1794); Wiedemann, 
Auss. Zweitl. ii, p. 246. 

“ Slightly smaller than M. ferruyineus *. Antenna ferruginous, 
tip pointed; frons vesicnlose, white with a black spot on 
each side. Thorax obscurely testaceous; abdomen testaceous, 
with three very indistinct whitish bands. Legs te.^taceous; 
tips black; tibiae rather shining silvery. Habitat in East India: 
Dr. Koenig.” 

I have not seen this species, nor has any author apparently 
recorded it since its discovery. Judging by the expression that 
the tips of the antenna are pointed, this should be a distinct 
species, otherwise it might be merely a synonym of testacea, L. 


= Sicus ferruyineus. T. 
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Genus OCCEMYIA, Rob.-Desv. 

Occemyia, Robineau-Desvoidy, Dipt. env. Paris, Myop. p. 60 
(1853). 

Melanosoma, Robineau-Desvoidy, op. cit. p. 44 (1853). 

Oncomyia , Loew, Berlin, ent. Zeitschr. x, p. 41, no. 73, nota (1866). 

Thecophora , Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 235 (1857). 

Genotype, Myopa atra, Fabr.; by designation of Coquillett 
<1910). 

Head hardly broader than thorax, loosely attached. Epistome 
somewhat receding; in middle and at sides impressed, projecting 
distinctly below level of eyes; cheeks short, always shorter than 
the longer diameter of the eyes; eyes wide apart in both sexes, 
bare; ocelli present; proboscis thin, extremely long, bent at 
base and in middle, horizontal, prominent, slightly bristly, with 
very small labella ; palpi short, cylindrical, bristly ; antenme elon¬ 
gate, porrect, with first two joints bristly; 1st joint short, 2nd 
and 3rd generally at an angle with the 1st, distinctly elongate, 
spatulate; 3rd as long as, or shorter than, 2nd, oval, bare, with 
a style-like dorsal arista. Thorax subquadrate with rounded 
corners; scutellum semicircular. Abdomen elongate, at base 
moderately narrowed, curved, arched on upper side, flat below. 
Genitalia in 3 barely prominent, genital shield in $ large and 
distinct. Legs of moderate size and length, femora slightly 
thickened, hind pair slightly longer than the others, finely bristly. 
Wings with venation of the type normal in Conopid^e ; 1st pos¬ 
terior cell always open; anal cell nearly reaching margin, with 
long petiole. 

Range. Europe, North America and the Orient. 

Life-history unknown. 

The imagos are compact, grev, little flies, and nearly bare. They 
are found on flowers and bushes. 

The two Indian species may be distinguished by the colour 
of the legs, which are mainly black in atra and yellowish in 
Jlavipes. 

302. Occemyia atra, Fabr * 

Myopa atra , Fabricius, Spec. Ins. ii, p. 469 (1781). 

Occemyia atra , Robineau-Desvoidy, Dipt. env. Paris, Myop. p. 58 
(1853), 

3 9 Black, covered with ash-grey dust. Upper part of frons 
blackish, lower part orange, the two colours blended in the 
middle ; face and cheeks yellowish or yellowish-white ; occiput 
shining black, with grey dust except on upper part; the stiff hairs 
on the head all black, longest on upper part of frons and vertex. 


* For a full bibliography and the numerous synonyms of this species, see 
Becker in Kertesz, Kat. Paliiarkt. Dipt, iv, p. 268 (1905). 
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Antennae dark reddish-brown or blackish-brown, a little paler at 
base of the 3rd joint. There is a pair of more or less distinct, 
moderately wide, dust stripes on the thorax; humeri distinctly 
grey-du6ted. The grey dust markings of the abdomen are more 
distinct towards the sides and on the hind margins of the seg¬ 
ments : genitalia shining black. Legs in the first Indian specimen 
dark brown, nearly black, basal half of hind femora yellowish; 
pubescence of legs soft, black, rather long on femora. In the 
second Indian specimen all the legs are a little yellowish at the 
base. Wings very pale grey, a little yellowish at base ; halteres 
orange. 

Length , 5 nnn. 

Described from two Indian specimens, the first in good con¬ 
dition, from between Pliagu and Kufri, Simla District, 8000- 
9000 ft., 21. v. 1916 (Annandale <£• Kemp); tile second specimen 
from Simla, 7000 ft., 9. v. 1910 ( Annandale ). This European 
species is very variable, especially in the coloration of the legs. 
One of the above specimens has the 2nd joint of the antennae 
barely longer than the 3rd, though, according to Schiner, it 
should be decidedly longer. 

303. Occemyia flavipes, sp. nov. 

Differing from atru by having the antennae dull orange-brown 
with tip of 3rd joint blackish. Thorax with a narrow dorsal 
median stripe extending nearly from the auteru r to the hind 
margin ; there is an outer stripe on each side which spreads some¬ 
what round the inner side of the humerus ; a rather large blackish 
spot on each side in front of the wing-base and extending over 
the hinder corner of the dorsum, and a smaller one in the middle 
of the hind margin ; all these markings are rather ill-defined. 
Legs mainly orange-yellow ; tips of femora above, tibiae except at 
base, and tarsi wholly, brownish. 

Length , 4-5 mm. 

Described from two $ 2 from Mahableshwar, Bombay Presi¬ 
dency; in the British Museum. The 2nd antennal joint is only 
very slightly longer than the 3rd. 


Family CESTRID.E. 

Head rather closely set on thorax, either broader than, as 
broad as, or rather narrower than, thorax; generally much more 
prominent in trout than the somewhat small hare eyqs ; often 
vesiculose and beset with wart like blotches or dark pimples ; 
epistome or lower partot head nearly straight or slightly receding, 
very broad, slightly pubescent or bare; eyes wide apart in both 
sexes, sometimes rather swollen; Irons broader in front than 
behind in <5; three distinct ocelli. Month-opening very small; 
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proboscis rudimentary or small, rarely prominent; palpi small or 
rudimentary. Antennae short, three-jointed; first two joints 
very short, cylindrical or cup-shaped, 3rd rounded, oval or lenti¬ 
cular, with bare dorsal arista : the antennae are seated in a 
distinct, rounded, oval or inverted lyre-shaped cavity, which is 
often divided by a median ridge, the frons generally forming a 
conspicuous and prominent ridge along the upper side of this 
cavity. From the antennal cavity to the mouth-opening runs 
generally a median furrow of greater or less width. 

Thorax oblong or oval, little longer than broad, with a distinct 
suture; scutellum semicircular. 

Abdomen either short, in which case it is oval or cylindrical, 
or else moderately elongate, in which case it is generally conical; 
O-segmented ; genitalia in <3 concealed ; in $ rather prominent. 



Fig. 81.— Gastropkilus equi , L., $. 

Legs moderately long, rather slender; often, especially hind 
pair, elongate ; femora at base and tibiae in middle often rather 
thickened, latter sometimes cylindrical; two distinct pul villi. 

Wings with characteristic venation, intermediate between that 
of Sybphidte and Muscidje ; surface wrinkled; 3rd longitudinal 
vein always simple, 4th vein running straight to wing-border 
( Gastropkilus ) or more generally converging apically towards 3rd ; 
anterior cross-vein at about middle of discal cell; the latter cell 
is generally present, formed either by the presence of the discal 
cross-vein or by the upturned apical portion of the 5th vein ; 
6th (anal) vein generally, 7th vein sometimes, present, often indis¬ 
tinct ; anal cell short, generally indistinct. Thoracal squamse 
either very large, or small and long haired, in either case covering 
the ha 1 teres. 

Life-history. The family was monographed by F Brauer in 
1863, and the genera were reviewed by A. Bau in Wytsman’s 
‘ Genera I seetorum ’ (Faseic. 43, 1906). There have been many 
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important recent contributions to a knowledge of the life-cvcle, 
but these do not seem to have been as yet gathered into any one 
work. The life-histories are very varied and sometimes highly 
complicated. The larvae live either in the nostrils, throat or 
stomach, or under the skin of the back of mammals, frequently of 
ungulates and pachyderms, leaving the host when full grown to 
pupate in the ground. The flies of those species that pass the 
larval state in the stomach of Gastrophilus , etc. lay their eggs on 
the hairs of their hosts, usually on the knees, fetlocks or 
shoulders, whence they are licked off by the animal, thus passing 
into the body. The young larvaB affix themselves by hooks near 
the head to the walls of the stomach, feeding probably not on the 
tissues but on the secretions caused by the irritation due to 
their presence. When fully grown they pass out with the duug. 
The sheep bot-fly (C Estrus ) is said to be viviparous: it places its 
young larva? just inside the nostrils of the animal, and the sub¬ 
sequent larval development occurs in the frontal sinuses. Cepha- 
lomyia lives in the nostrils of the camel. Of the forms that 
cause tumours under the skin the best known is Hypoderma. It 
forms tumours or warbles on the backs of cattle. The eggs are 
laid on the legs or, more rarely, on the flanks, and the larvae 
migrate by way of the gullet and diaphragm, or sometimes via the 
neural canal, to the tissues beneath the skin of the back. When 
nearly full grown they can easily be picked out of the warbles by 
hand. The imago appears for only a brief period. A new 
species of this genus, H. crossii , occurs in India. Hypoderma 
occasionally attacks man, and cases of human parasitism have been 
recorded in Cephenomyia and Gastrophilus. The most frequent 
human parasite in the family is the Neotropical Dermntobia , which 
also attacks dogs and other carnivores, ungulates and rodents : 
in this genus the eggs are attached by the parent fly to the 
bodies of mosquitos ( Janthinosoma ), or possibly also of certain 
Anthymtiid.e which attack vertebrates, and so are carried to the 
hosts in whose bodies the larvae are to undergo their development. 
Cuterebra , also an American genus, forms warbles under the skin 
of mice and other rodents. The larvae of CEstridae have transverse 
rows of horuy hooks or bristles on their bodies. They also 
possess mouth-hooks, and those forms which live in the stomach 
of the host attach themselves to the stomach-wall by means of 
these mouth-hooks, and cannot be. dislodged even by the passage 
of food or by medicinal purges. In temperate climates the winter 
is pass 'd, at least in some species, in the pupal stage. 

Notes on (Estrid.e in India are given in ‘ Indian Insect Lif<V 
pp. 651-4 (11)0!)), also by Col. J. W Yerbury, .Tourn. Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soe. xiii, pp. 683-6 (1001'', and by Col. C. (». Nurse, 
oj>. cit. xiv. p. 600 (1902)*. Col. Yerbury lias also drawn attention 


* Scenirii.i Inflow, p. .T.U. 
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to the reference in Colonel James Tod’s “ Annals and Antiquities 
of Rajasthan ” (Book iv, Chap. 27 ; 1st ed., vol. i, p. 722, 1829) 
to the killing in Rajputana of an antelope, which, when stripped 
of its hide, was found to have its whole carcase covered with 
large white maggots. Col. Yerburv thinks that the CEstrid in 
this case may be the same as that described by Brauer (Mon. 
(Estr. p. 163) as infesting in great numbers an antelope (Antilope 
dorcaSy Pall.) captured near Damascus. This insect seems to be 
known only in the larval state, though it has been thought to be 
a species of Ilypoderma, and a footnote to that effect is given in 
Dr. William Crooke s recent edition of Tod’s book (Oxford, 1920 ; 
vol. ii, p. 834). See also remarks below, p. 396. 


Table of Gemra. 


1. Apical section of 4th vein running 

straight to wing-border, never bent 
upwards; 1st posterior cell therefore 
wide open; discal cell present or 
absent; squamae small 
Apical section of 4th vein always bent 
upwards towards tip of 3rd vein, 
leaving 1st posterior cell narrowly 
open or closed; discal cell always 
present; squamae very large.. 

2. Second antennal joint conspicuously 

trilobed .... ... 

Second antennal joint never trilobed 

3. First posterior cell narrowly open 
First posterior cell distinctly closed or 

even petiolate. .... 

4 Cheeks in profile much less deep than 
height of eyes; antennae placed in a 
large single cavity ; 3rd joint small, 
nearly globular, arista conspicuously 
thickened at base .... 

Cheeks in profile much deeper than 
height of eyes; antenna? placed in 
separate cavities, the intermediate 
space flush with the face; 3rd joint 
large, lenticular, outer edge irregular, 
arista slightly thickened at base . . 

5. Venation extended distallv to the 
normal distance; outer sides of 1st 
posterior and discal cells parallel 
with hind margin of wing 
Venation shortened distally, extending 
barely beyond three-fourths of the 
wing’s length; outer sides of 1st 
posterior and discal cells at right 
angles to longitudinal axis of wing 


[p. 396. 

Gastrophilus, Leach, 


2 . 

Cobboldia, Brauer, p. 391. 

3. 

Hypoderma, Latr., p. 394. 

4. 


6 . 


[p. 402. 

Portschinskja, Semenov, 


CEstrus, L., p. 387 


[p. 389. 

Ckphalomyia, Latr., 
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Genus (ESTRUS, L. 

(Estrus, Linnaeus, Svst. Nat., Ed. x, p. 584 (1758), and Ed. xii, p. 909 
(17(57). 

Genotype, (Estnis ovis , L. ; by designation of Curtis. 

Head large, semicircular, broader than thorax; frons wide in 
both sexes slightly curved, vesiculose on each side, the puffed up 
part extending downwards, gradually narrowing to loner margin 
of eves, leaving a depressed elongate triangle in middle of frons ; 
anterior margin of frons overhanging antennal cavity; the latter 
comparatively shallow, the median ridge low or rudimentary ; 
under side of head bare, swollen. Antennae short, 3rd joint 
longer than 1st and 2nd together, subglobular, with long bare 
dorsal arista ; a median shallow groove from antennal cavity to 
mouth-opening; proboscis rudimentary, bifid and flat at tip, 
slightly prominent; palpi short, globular; eyes half height of 
head, small, bare; three distinct ocelli. Thorax oblong, a little 
lunge r than broad ; scutellum large, semicircular. Abdomen as 
broad as thorax, comparatively short, egg-shaped or cylindrical, 
obtuse at tip, with some fine long hail* on venter and at apex ; 
genitalia in both sexes sometimes hidden, in some species 
prominent in <5, with two globular knobs; in others, the ovi¬ 
positor in the $ lies in a groove. Legs comparatively weak, of 
moderate length, hind pair barely longer. Wings in rest parallel, 
lying against the sides of the body ; thoracal squama) very large, 
hare. 

Range. Europe, Asia, Africa, America, Australia. 

Life-history. Larva cylindrical, narrower anteriorly, convex 
above, flat below ; 1st segmeut small and very short, mouth-hooks 
large, directed downwards ; antenna short, blunt, cuticidar, wide 
apart at base, with two apical, ocellus-like, chitiuous rings; body 
with two rows of tubercle< on each side. The eggs or young 
larvae are laid in the nostrils of sheep, goats, or antelopes; the 
larvae develop in the frontal sinuses, and when fully developed 
they fall to the ground and pupate under stones or in crevices in 
the earth. 

The perfect insects are moderate sized and nearly hare, with 
silvery-white reflections and black or dark coloured pimple-like 
spots that give them a pied or spotted appearance. They are 
e.vtrefliely inert and settle freely on walls in proximity to sheep- 
stalls, whence they are easily captured by hand. 

304. (Estrus ovis, L . 

(Extras ovis, Linn;eus, Faun. Suec., 2nd ed. p. 1734 (1701). 

( Estrus acinus, Fischer, Diss. Observ. de (Kstro, Leipz. iii, pi. 2, li^-s. 

1 5 (1787). 

(Extras nusulis acinus, Nunian, Tiidsln*. v. d. Yetensk. iv, p. J33, 
pi. i, tig. 2(1850). 

(Estrus oris, Hrauer, Mon. CEstr. p. 151, pi. iii, (ig. ], pi. \ii, 
tig. 10 (1803). 


2 c 2 
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<3 5 Head-, frons varying from dull yellowish to yellowish- 
brown, apart from the broad median stripe.; vesiculose, wrinkled, 
with numerous, irregularly placed, small, shallow pits which are 
black at the bottom ; ocelli large, shining black ; a median longi¬ 
tudinal wrinkled brownish stripe (varying in shade) extending 
from the blackish ocellar spot to the lower margin of the frons, 
which latter projects over the antennal cavity ; this cavitv (which, 
in conjunction with the median furrow running from it to the 
mouth-opening, may be described as shaped like an inverted lyre) 
is of moderate depth, pale, almost livid, yellow. First two 
antennal joints pale yellowish, 3rd subglobular, black, with yellow 
dorsal (nearly basal) black-tipped arista. Lower sides of frons 
extending more narrowly to lower corners of eyes, yellowish- 
white with small inconspicuous pits, of which the bottoms are 
not black ; whole of lower part of head orange-yellow, varying in 
individuals to nearly whitish; occiput whitish, vertical margin 
yellowish ; an irregular row of black bottomed pits along its 
entire upper margin. Head bare except for a few whitish hairs 
on frons and some yellow ones on lower part of head. Thorax 
yellowish-grey, paler on humeri and sides; whole dorsum, and 
that of sculollum also, with very numerous small black tubercles 
or pimples, those on the sculellar margin being the largest, and 
each bearing a bristly hair, while the majority of the remainder 
bear each a pale yellow hair, curved backwards ; some pale yellow 
pubescence on humeri and pleurae and to a fatherless extent along 
sides of dorsum. Abdomen whitish-grey with irregular blackish 
blotches, and almost silvery-grey reflections in certain lights ; 
whole surface covered with minute, black, pimple-like spots, each 
bearing a single hair; some fine yellow' hairs at sides and towards 
tip of abdomen, irrespective of the black spots. Venter whitish- 
grey, with smaller and less numerous similar black spots and more 
numerous fine hairs than dorsum; genitalia concealed. Leys 
orange to yellow’; coxae with grey shimmer and long soft pale 
hairs; femora rather swollen at base and with soft pale hairs; 
tibiae and tarsi with short black bristly hairs and some rather 
longer soft pale hairs ; pulvilli and claws orange, the latter black- 
tipped. Wings nearly colourless; veins yellow ish or yellowish- 
brown; halteres yellowish, concealed below' the very large, 
whitish, hare thoracic squama*. 

Length , 1 1 mm. 

Described from a few examples in indifferent condition in the 
Pusa collection: Pusa, 2 & 4. viii. 1900, on sheep; “remained 
sitting in tube, 13. ii. to 4. iii. 1912”; iv. 1907 “in native 
quarters, on wall”; 14. viii. 1914, “ on wall”; 12. x. 1909, “in 
head of li\ing kid”; “A. II., Case no. 311,” 10. x. 1912; Chnpra, 
Bengal; Earpore, Sarim District, Bengal. 

Distribution almost world-wide: the insect is widely-spread in 
Europe; recorded also from Asia, Africa. North and South 
America, and Australia. 
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Genus CEPHALOMYIA, Lair. 

CepliMcmyia , Latreille (emend. Brauer), Fain. Nat. Regne Anim. 
p. 497 (1825). 

Csphalemyin, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, part 3, p. 25 (1843). 

Head vesiculose; frons in narrower than in .$ ; cheeks 
narrow; lunule broadly lunate above, narrowing gradually down¬ 
wards towards mouth-border. Fovea well developed, broadly 
separate ; antennae very small, 1st and 2nd joints cup-shaped, 
3rd lenticular, slightly curved on inner and upper sides ; arista 
rather long, bare. Eyes separated ; 3 ocelli. Epistome broad in 
front; cheeks swollen, vesiculose; mouth-opening shallow. 
Proboscis rudimentary, flat and bifid at tip ; palpi small, globular. 
Thorax nearly quadrate. Abdomen short, tip truncated. Legs 
short, simple. Wings rather small, longer than abdomen; 
auxiliary vein ending just before middle of wing, 1st vein at 
middle or just beyond, 2nd at about three-fourths the length of 
the wing ; 3rd vein upturned at tip, ending a little beyond tip of 
2nd; 4th upturned at tip rather abruptly, strongly bisinuate, 
closing 1st posterior cell and ending in the 3rd vein just before 
its tip ; anterior cross-vein at about middle of discul cell, slanting 
outwards: discal cell closed by presence of discal cross-vein: 
5th veiu becoming suddenly weaker at tip of discal cell but 
running straight though weakly to wing-margin; anal cell dis- 
tiuct, as long as 2nd basal; anal vein beyond tip of anal cell 
very weak ; squama} large. 

Range. The only species now left in this genus extends over 
South Europe and North Africa, and occurs in India. It has also 
been bred at Aden by Col. Yerbury, who moreover states (in lift.) 
that it occurs in Palestine and Mesopotamia. 

Life-history. The larva is said to live in the nasal organs of 
Tilojtoda (camels) and Cayicornia (buffaloes), but Dr. Bau 
doubts the authenticity of the latter statement. The larva is 
broader in front than behind ; mouth-hooks large, directed down¬ 
wards ; between them is a small swelling; antennae wide apart at 
base, shortly conical, situated near the mouth-hooks, with an eye¬ 
like, chitinous ring at tip. There are four semi-globular warts 
above and near the antennae; similar, often indistinct warts 
towards sides of segments. Segments with a girdle of large, soft, 
conical, thorny warts. Stigmatic plates placed in a narrow depres¬ 
sion of the last, segment, lunate or kidney-shaped, with the false 
stigmatic opening let into the inner side of the plate. Pupa very 
convex above, concave below ; posterior stigmatic plates hidden. 

305. Cephalomyia maculata, Wied. 

(Extras nutculatns , Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 256 (1830), 

(Extras libycus, Clark, Trans. Liun. Soc. London, xix, p. 93 (1843). 

Cephalomyia maculata, Brauer, Mon. tEstr. p. 163, pi. iii, fig. 4, 
pi. vii, tig. 9 (1863). 

? CEstrus titUlator , Clark, Essay on Bots, Suppl. ii, pi. ii, fig. 22 
f 116). 
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cT $ Head : frons and face with nearly parallel sides, 
gradually narrowing from above downwards, more than half the 
width of the head in the <5*, much broader in the $; upper part 
best described as dull greenish-grey, having on each side three 
rather bright, orange-brown, elongate spots narrowly outlined 
with whitish-grey; vertex and post-ocular margins brownish- 
orange; ocellar spot black; ocelli distinct, black; lower part of 
frons pale grey with two (or perhaps three) small orange- 
brown spots on each side, contiguous to eyes; a broad median 
stripe (slightly wrinkled longitudinally) extends from the ocellar 
spot (where the stripe divides and gradually disappears on each 
side before attaining the vertex) to the antennal cavity; this 
stripe is blackish on its upper half and brownish-orange on its 
lower half; anterior margin of frons not in any way elevated into 
a ridge above antennal cavity; latter pale livid white, deep 
enough to contain the antennae wholly, with a high median ridge; 
face and cheeks wholly pale livid white ; antennae with first two 
joints very small, pale yellowish ; 3rd globular, bright orange- 
brown, with concolorous dorsal, nearly basal, arista; a very 
narrow groove runs from the lower part of the antennal cavity to 
the mouth-opening ; occiput very concave, blackish, with margins 
orange-brown : whole head entirely devoid of pubescence. Thorax 
witii dorsum mainly rather dark chestnut-brown, having four 
Hack longitudinal stripes, interrupted at suture : the two median 
stripes nearly reach the anterior margin, but the outer stripes are 
shortened in front; margins of dorsum broadly yellowish-grey ; 
whole dorsum more or less dusted with golden-yellow : sciitellum 
very large, bluntly triangular, chestnut-brown, with a large round 
block spot on each side ; a few very short black lmirs are present 
on the humeral region and about the bases of the wings; sides of 
thorax yellowish-grey or brownish-grey with some longer golden 
pubescence. Abdomen* short, narrower than the thorax, cylin¬ 
drical with obtuse tip ; ground-colour silvery-white, 2nd segment 
with large, irregular, sinuate, blackish spots; 3rd segment with a 
few such spots situated laterally in front and with some on the 
hind border, so that the latter appears alternately silvery-white 
and black ; rest of segments clear silvery-white ; 5th segment 
broad and round ; 6th small, sickle-shaped ; venter silvery, less 
spotted. Let/s: coxse apparently grey, with little greyish or 
yellowish hair; rest of legs orange or brownish-yeliov with two 
broad but interrupted blackish bands on the femora and two broad 
bands on the tibiae; femora with softer and longer pubescence 
below, tibia) and tarsi with a,little shorter yellow pubescence and 
tinv bristles towards the tips of the tibiae alul of each tarsal 
jointf. IWm/s nearly colourless, pale brownish-yellow ; venation 

* The abdomen is discoloured in tlie specimen described herein, So tlie 
description Of this part of the insect is-drawn from Brunei's Monograph. 

t Bruner’s description of the legs gives two dark rings on the femora, but 
they are by ro menus definite on the specimen herein described; they would 
be better deli nod as a narrow, interrupted basal ring and some long, broad 
streaks on the apical half. 
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as stated in generic diagnosis, upturned apical part of 4th vein 
closing 1st posterior cell, strongly Insinuate and narrowly or 
deeply suffused, the colour extending to the tips of the 2nd and 
3rd veins and the costa; anterior cross-vein narrowly suffused ; a 
minute black dot at the tip of the vein which closes the discal 
cell. 

Length , 8 mm. 

Described from one specimen in the Pusa collection, from the 
nostrils of a camel at Sohawa, x. 1913. One <J and two $ $ in 
the British Museum, bred from larvae sneezed from the nostrils of 
a Bactrian camel in th© Zoological Gardens, Regent’s Park, agree 
very closely, but have the frons and upper part of the head more 
orange. For distribution see under the genus. 

Some very interesting notes on this species as a parasite of the 
camel are given by Col. Yerbury and Col. Nurse (Journal Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc. xiii, p. 683; xiv, p. 609 respectively). The larvae 
when about full grown are squeezed out of the nostrils by the 
camel, usually in February or March, and they then pupate in 
the ground. They may easily be bred in small pots or similar 
receptacles with a few inches of earth, sawdust or leaves, the 
emergence of the imago occurring about ten days after pupation. 
Larv® of this species are not uncommon at stations where camels 
are numerous, but the adult fly seems to be only very rarely seen 
in a wild state. It has been bred by Col. Yerbury at Aden and 
by Col. Nurse at Quetta. 

Genus COBBOLDIA. Brciuer. 

Cobboldia, Brauer, Denkschr. Ak. Wiss. Wien, lxiv, p. 262, pi., 
tigs. 1-18 (1897). 

Head nearly as broad as thorax. Eyes rather small, bare, with 
all facets of uniform size, small. Frons in both sexes broad, 
linear, nearly half the width of the head in <3 , over half in $ , 
flush with eyes on vertex, flat, very large and prominent in front, 
sloping gradually to base of anteuwe. Head in profile descending 
below eyes for a distance equal to about half their length; face 
restricted almost to the cheeks through the extraordinary size and 
depth of the foveas. Antennae set below the slightly projecting 
front margiu of the frons; 1st joint very small, apparently 
annular; 2nd moderately large, irregularly cup-shaped but with 
the margin forming three distinct lobes; 3rd joint large, com¬ 
paratively thick, oval; arista bare; proboscis short, cylindrical, 
with the sides of the groove fused together at the base, produced 
at the apex above into a stylet-like upper lip, to which the semi¬ 
circular labella fit closely beneath. Occiput not extended behind 
eyes in profile. The whole head is bare except for a little soft 
pubescence on the vertex and on the under side, and a few fine 
hairs on the frons. Thorax almost broader than long, slightly 
arched, slightly narrower in front, with anterior corners rather 
angular; scutellum semicircular, of moderate size. Abdomen 
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about as long as thorax and scutellum together, as wide at 
base as widest part of thorax ; oblongo-conical, moderately arched, 
composed of four obvious segments of about equal length, with 
apparently a hidden 5th segment in <$ (apart from the genitalia, 
which are concealed) and a definite 5th segment in $ . Legs of 
moderate size and rather slender. Wings transversely wrinkled ; 
auxiliary vein ending at about middle of wing; 1st, 2nd and 
3rd veins ending at about equal distances from each other, the 
latter a little before the wing-tip; 1st posterior cell, open; 
anterior cross-vein at a little before middle of discal cell, 
and much before tip of auxiliary vein; 5th vein running weakly 
to wing-margin; 2nd basal cell and anal cell subequal, both very 
short; 6th and -7th veins distinct, not reaching wing-margin. 
Alulae large, conspicuous, alar squama? comparatively small ; 
thoracic squamae very much larger, wrinkled. 

The above is partly abbreviated from the very voluminous 
description by Brauer, and partly drawn from a 6 and $ in the 
British Museum. 

Life-histoi'y. Bred from larvae from the alimentary canal of the 
Indian elephant. 

Range. India (C . elephantis) : probably also Africa, as larvae 
of one or twu species, the adults of which are not known, but 
which are believed to belong to this genus, have been found in the 
African elephant (for references, see Bau, ‘ Genera Insectorum/ 
Fascic. 43, p. 9). 

306. Cobboldia elephantis, Cobbold. 

Cobboldia elephantis (adult), Brauer, Denkschr. Ak. Wiss. Wien, 
lxiv, p. 266, pi., figs. 1-18 (1897). 

Gastrophilus elephantis (larva only), Cobbold, Journ. Linn. Soc. 
London, Zool. xv, p. 333 (1881); id., Trans. Linn. Soc. (2) ii, 
Zool. p. 246 (1882). 

Cobboldia elephantis (larva only), Brauer, Wien. Ent. Zeit. vi, 
pp. 217-223, pi. iii, figs. 1-6 (1887). 

c? 2 Head nearly as broad as thorax, prominent in front; 
frons and face receding gradually, both with nearly parallel sides, 
about half the width of the head ; bright red-orange, bare except 
for a few fine hairs at sides of frons; at vertex barely above level 
of eyes ; with some whitish reflections on head generally ; ocellar 
triangle small, black, placed on extreme vertex, with a little short 
black hair; ocelli dull orange, small and inconspicuous. Antennae 
wholly bright red-orange, 1st joint extremely short, annular, 
almost hidden bv anterior margin of frons, 2nd approximately 
cup-shaped but with irregular outline, 3rd oval, about 1| times as 
long as broad, with a rather short, black, basal arista, which is 
orange at the base. Foveae very deep, pale yellow. Mouth¬ 
opening and the shining proboscis black. There are some short 
black hairs on the lower part of the head. Occiput black, with 
short black bristly hairs, a little orange behind vertex and on 
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lower part. In $, the frons slightly wider than in the <S . 
Thorax a little narrowed in front, shining black, finely punctate 
and with fine bristly hairs directed backwards; suture distinct; 
posterior corners of dorsum well developed; scutellum of medium 
size, rounded, covered with black pubescence; pleurae with long, 
fine, black hairs. Abdomen at base as broad as thorax,, slightly 



Fig. £2.— Cobboldia elephant is, Cobbold, profile of head. 

narrowing to the rounded tip; a little longer than thorax, wholly 
shining black, finely punctate, with similar pubescence to that of 
the thorax. Venter black, creamy-yellow round the genital region 
and at the tip. Legs black; pubescence short, black and incon¬ 
spicuous except on the femora, where it is of moderate length. 
Wings very dark brown, wrinkled; auxiliary vein ending at about 



middle of costa; 1st, 2nd and 3rd veins all considerably approxi¬ 
mated, ending at about equal distances from e:uh other, the 3rd 
at a little before the wing-tip; anterior cross-vein much before 
tip of auxiliary vein, placed rather before middle of discal cell , 
1st posterior cell distinctly open; last section of 4th vein curved 
inwards a little and with a sharply rounded angle at the flexure; 
discal cell with outer side bisinuate, its anterior margin much 
shorter than hinder side of 1st posterior cell; 5th vein not 
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reaching wing-margin; 2nd basal and anal cells subequal; anal 
and axillary veins distinct, not reaching wing-margin. Alulae 
conspicuously milk-white, standing erect when the wings are 
folded. The comparatively small alar squamae and the very large 
thoracic squamae are milk-white, with pale yellow margins and a 
microscopic fringe. Halteres dull yellowish, with darker knobs. 

Length , 15 mm. 

Redeseribed from a perfect c? and $ in the British Museum, 
presented by Dr. F. Brauer. They were bred in the Zoological 
Gardens, near Vienna, from larvae passed by an elephant which 
had recently arrived from Bangalore, South India. 

Genus HYPODERMA, Latr. 

Hypoderma , Latreille, Fam. Nat. R5gne Aniin., p. 507 ('1824). 

Head generally broader than thorax ; vertex rather flat; frons 
slightly but broadly prominent; cheeks very narrow, vesiculose; 
antennal foveaB separated by a narrow ridge. Antennae very 
short, reposing in grooves (foveae); 1st "joint small, 2nd bowl¬ 
shaped, almost encircling the nearly globular 3rd joint; arista 
bare, generally thick, short, rarely long and thin. Mouth-opening 
small, proboscis membranous, straight, withdrawn; palpi absent. 
Thorax nearly spherical. Abdomen generally narrower than 
thorax ; 5th segment in <3 triangular, curved ventrahvards; last 
ventral segment before the genitalia bilobed, showing two flat, 
broad shields; ovipositor in 2 4-jointed, telescopic. Legs long 
and slender; tibia thin, slightly curved and a little thicker about 
the middle; pulvilli very large. Wings : apical cross-vein present, 
more or less in a line with the posterior cross-vein, which latter is 
parallel with the hind border of the wing. 

Range. Europe, Asia, Africa, North America. 

Life-history. The larva form warbles under the skin of the back 
in the horse, in oxen and deer, antelopes, goats and oilier animals. 
See also p. 385. 

307. Hypoderma crossii, Patton. 

Hypodennacrossii, Pattou, Ind. Journ. Med. Res. x, p.574, pls.xxx, 
xxxi and text-figs. 1-4 (<J and $ adults, wing, larva, and per¬ 
forated goat-skin) (1922). 

cS Length 11*5-12 mm. General colour olive-green with grey, 
brown and golden hairs. Head 4 mm. wide; eyes large, soine- 
what approximated, inner margins converging towards vertex and 
diverging towards face; upper and middle facets larger than 
lower facets; ocellar plate elongated, shaped like an isosceles tri¬ 
angle with apex downwards ; frons covered with light brownish 
hairs; ptilinal suture well marked, forming a wide slit, its lower 
edges uniting and coalescing with the ridge which separates the 
antennal pits ; cheeks dirty grey, covered with light grey hairs; 
antennal pits widely separated, shining black, as is also the upper 
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surface of the epistome, which forms a large, heart-shaped plate, 
covered with short grey hairs; 3rd segment of antennae shining 
black, large and appearing globular (somewhat shrivelled in the 
specimens); arista arising from the upper and outer surface, 
directed outwards and downwards, narrowing to a rather blunt 
apex, bare, its basal portion stout; proboscis not visible, and no 
traces of palpi; lower part of face broad, elongated and thickly 
covered with light grey hairs. 'Ihorax a little longer than broad ; 
ground-colour dark brown with two somewhat indistinct narrow 
black stripes, better marked in front of the suture, converging 
slightly in front and diverging a little towards the suture : behind 
the suture the stripes are broader and end about half way to the 
scutellum ; mesopleura covered with long greyish-yellow hairs 
forming a conspicuous tuft; dorsal surface of thorax covered 
with short dark brown hairs but without any black shining 
tuberosities as in the d of H. (liana; scutellum prominent, bifid, 
its extremities forlniDg prominent shining black bosses, with a 
tuft of bright orange hairs between them. Abdomen: the true 
2nd segment is black, without any hairs ; first apparent (true 3rd) 
segment 1*5 nun. long, thickly covered with long golden hairs, 
prominent on upper surface and at sides; 2nd apparent (true 4th) 
segmenf about as long as the apparent 1st and sparsely covered 
with hairs ; 3rd apparent (true 5th) segment narrower and clothed 
with similar hairs ; 4th apparent (true 6th) segment smaller and 
hidden under apparent 3rd ; external genital armature concealed. 
Legs long ; femora dark brown, broad and covered with light and 
dark brown hairs, their apices light brown ; tibiae more slender, 
similar in colour and also provided with hairs, with two rather 
short black bristles at the sides of the inner surface of the lower 
end, which is lighter brown in colour; tarsi light brown, 1st seg¬ 
ment equal in length to the three succeeding segments together, 
the two apical segments darker in colour; claws black, long, 
curved and markedly pointed ; pul villi well developed. Wings 
dark yellow with numerous ribs along the posterior border; 
venation shown in text-fig. 1 (Patton, op. cit .) ; anterior crossrvein 
thickened, forming a dark spot with a short appendix on each side ; 
4th longitudinal vein with a very short, upwardly-directed appendix 
just in front of the discal cross-vein ; a clear line runs outwards 
from the outer appendix of the anterior cross-vein ; there is a 
minute light spot on the costa just before its termination ; 
halteres brown : squamae well developed, large, greyish-yellow. 

$ Length 12 mm., including the partially extended ovipositor. 
General colour light olive-green with brown and golden hairs. 
Head : eyes widely separated; fro ns nearly twice the width of 
the eve; inner and posterior margins of eyes meeting at a point 
about level with the lower end of the ocellar plate, which is 
heart-shaped; ocelli amber-coloured; frontal stripe reddish- 
brown, narrow, widening just above antennae; parafrontalia dark 
grey with yellow pubescence and brown hairs ; ptilinal suture as 
in <3 ; 3rd segment of antennae larger than that of , black, 
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deeply set in a pit, disc-shaped; arista arising from upper and 
outer side; epistome pale yellow with light hairs; cheeks and 
face covered with long silky hairs. Thorax dark brown with four 
very indistinct broad black stripes separated by lighter stripes, 
otherwise similar to that of the male ; mesopleura with a similar 
tuft of hairs; scutellum less bifid than that of 3 , its two 
extremities not forming such prominent bosses; the tuft of 
orange hairs between the ends is smaller. AMomen with ochra- 
ceous spots in middle of sides of first three apparent segments, 
giving the dorsal surface of the abdomen a tessellated appearance ; 
4th apparent segment dark olive-green ; all the segments covered 
with light and dark brown hairs, better marked at the sides; 
ovipositor stout, black, without any appaient segmentation ; legs 
light brown, much lighter than in 3 ; femora with basal two- 
thirds dark brown, apical third light brown ; middle and hind 
femera with only the apical third dark; tibiae light brown ; 2nd, 
3rd and 4th tarsal segments with a small dark spot at their 
apices. Wings similar to those of 3 except that there is no 
appendix to the anterior cross-vein and the 4th longitudinal vein; 
halteres and squamae as in 3 

The above description is taken from that of Majoi Patton, with 
some slight verbal alterations, and changes in the terminology of 
the wings, made to bring it into conformity with the rest of this 
volume. Major Patton gives figures of the dorsal and ventral 
surfaces of the nearly full-grown larva and adds notes on the 
early stages, suggesting the possibility of the imago laying her 
eggs on the long hairs on the goats’sides and of the larvae entering 
the skin directly, without passing through the mouth and 
gullet. Captain Cross stated that he never found any eggs on 
the hairs of the legs of the goats. 

This species was previously referred to by Major Patton (Bull. 
Ent. Res. xii, p. 248, 1921) as possibly H. bovis , from the sldns of 
goats in the Punjab. In “ Indian Insect Life,” p. 653 (1909), 
the genus Hypoderma is said to be a suspected habitant, of 
Western India, from the Punjab as far south as Gujerat: and 
warbles are also said to have been seen in Bengal cattle, but. 
almost exclusively from the hills. See also remarks on warbles in 
antelopes {ante, p. 386). 

Originally described from three 3 3 and one $ bred from 
larvae obtained from warbles in the skins of goats from the 
Jhelum District, Punjab. In this district a very high proportion 
of the goats have warbles, 7'yj>esand paratvpes in Major Patton’s 
collection. 


Genus GASTROPHILUS, Leach. 

Gaslrnphilus, Leach, Mem. Wern. Soc. Edin. ii, p. 508 (Gasterophilus) 
(1817). ’ 

Gastnis, Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iv, p. 174 (1824). 

JEnterumgsa, Rondani, Dipt. Ital. Prod, ii, p. 20, nvta (1857). 
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Genotype, (Estrus equi, Clark ; by designation of Curtis. 

Head rather short, sometimes distinctly narrower than thorax, 
sennglobulur, vesieulose; cheeks puffed up, thinly haired; eyes 
rather small, bare, wide apart in both sexes; frons generally with 
a median impressed line ; three distinct ocelli; antennae seated in 
a single heart-shaped cavity, bisected by a median ridge; first two 
joints very small, 3rd oval, compressed, projecting beyond the 
cavity, arista dorsal, bare;, mouth-opening small, rounded; pro¬ 
boscis very rudimentary; palpi small, short, globular; a median 
impressed line extends from the antennal cavity to the mouth¬ 
opening. Thorax oval, short, gently curved; thoracal squamae 
small, long-haired. Abdomen variously shaped, generally oval or 
subconical; in some species much broader than thorax. Genitalia 
in d inconspicuous, in $ sometimes small, generally prominent, 
elongate, often conspicuously so, curved under the abdomen, 
differing in shape and size according to the species; apical part of 
ovipositor cylindrical, grooved on upper side. Legs moderately 
long, comparatively slender; pul villi large, claws slender. Wings 
with characteristic venation ; 4th longitudinal vein nearly reaching 
border of wing, quite straight; 1st posterior cell widely open; 
discal cell as long as or hardly longer than anterior basal cell, in 
some species open; anal cell short. 

Range. Europe, Asia, Africa and America. 

Life-history. The larva lives in the stomach of the horse or other 
Equidje, passing out with the dung when mature and pupating iu 
the ground, under stones or in holes in the earth ; the insects live 
some months in the larval stage; the pupa takes the form of a 
contracted larva. The larva is pointed at the front end; the 1st 
(cephalic) segment is provided with two large mouth-hooks; the 
3rd to the 12th segments possess rows of spines or bristles on 
the front borders. Tbe perfect insects are sometimes found in 
numbers on bare mountain-tops, or in high towers or trees, but 
are usually uncommon; they are usually moderately or densely 
pubescent, furry species and are, especially in the hot sun, very 
rapid on the wing. 

(J. equi is easily known by the smoky band, sometimes in¬ 
distinct, acrp8s the middle of the wings, which in G. nasalis are 
quite clear. G. pecorum may be distinguished "by having the discal 
cell wide open, this cell being closed in the other two species. 

308. Gastrophilus equi, Clark. (PI. VI, fig. 14.) 

(Estrus equi , Clark, Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond. iii, p. 226, pi. xxiii, 
figs. 7-9 (1797). 

(Estrus bovis, Linnaeus, Faun. Suec. ii, p. 1730 (1761). 

( Estrus intestinalis , De Geer, Ins. vi, p. 291, pi. xv, figs. 13-19 (1776). 

CEstrus harmorrhoidalis, Qmeliu (nec Linnaeus), Syst. Nat. v, p. 2810 
(1788). 

CEsti'us gustncus, Schwab, Die CEstraciden, p. 31 (1840). 

? t Estrus antilopes , Pallas, Itin. i, App. p. 475 (1779). 

( Estrus bengalensis, Macquart, Dipt. Exot. ii, part 3, p. 25 (1843). 
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c? $ Head as broad as thorax; frons measured across middle 
of eyes, rather more than halt width of head, distinctly narrowed 
on upper aud widened on lower part, pale yellowish or yellowish- 
white, with two broad lighter or darker brownish-yellow stripes 
generally filling most of the surface except more or less narrowly 
on the eye-margins, on a space round the ocellar spot, a very 
narrow median line (sometimes absent) and a semicircular space 
above the antennal cavity; whole frons covered with fairly short, 
pale yellowish pubescence, the upper half of the darker stripes 
often with dark brown or nearly black pubescence. Ocellar spot 
rounded, black, with moderately long, pale pubescence; the ocelli 
distinct; cheeks and lower part of head pale brownish-yellow, 
with shorter, pale yellowish pubescence. Antennae set in a deep, 
yellouish-white cavity, which is divided into two spaces by a 
narrow median ridge ; 1st and 2nd antennal joints more yellowish, 
with yellow bristly hairs, 3rd joint more brownish, arista cou- 
colorous, long. Occiput brownish-yellow; eyes bare, black; sides 
of head belqw eyes nearly as deep as vertical height of latter. 
Thorax : ground-colour brownish-yellow, centre of dorsum always 
much darker, varying from brown to nearly black; humeri 
yellowish, the whole dorsum covered with dense brownish-yellow 
pubescence varying in shade, often brown in centre of dorsum 
aud pale yellow towards sides and over humeri, where it is longer 
and almost scale*like. Scutellum concolorous with dorsum, with 
dense erect pubescence, of which that on the margin is dark 
brown and conspicuously erect. Sides of thorax concolorous, with 
long bushy, almost scale-like pubescence. Abdomen brownish- 
yellow, generally with small darker spots, of which three are 
usually found at base of each segment except the 1st, thus 
forming three more or less obvious dorsal rows; whole dorsum 
with bright yellow, rather short, somewhat depressed pubescence. 
Genitalia in <3 inconspicuous, concolorous; in $ considerably 
elongate, conspicuous, darker brown, with a few pale hairs. Leys 
uniformly brownish-yellow with short yellow pubescence; 2nd, 
3rd and 4th tarsal joints much shorter than 1st and 5th. Wings 
grey, veins pale brownish or yellowish; a pale smoky, ipdistiifct 
band across middle of wing, and two smaller, roundish spofs, one 
just beyond tip of 2nd longitudinal vein, the other over, or just 
before, tip of 3rd; hind margin sometimes just perceptibly 
darker. 

Length, 12-16 mm. 

Described from over forty specimens in Ihe Push collection, all 
females except three. Lahore, 29. x. 1909, l.ii. 1909 (“horse, 
caught from Suria iufested area’*); Delhi, 20. vii. 1912; Rawal¬ 
pindi, 19, 22 & 24.x. 1911; Batala, 1. ii. 1909; Gurdaspur, 
25. x. 1909; Shahabad, 2. xii. 1908; Purneah, K, lu & 12. ix. 
1008; 12. x. 1908; Shahjahanpore, 3. xii. 1908; Bhagalpur, 
10. iv. 1908. One specimen from Seistan, Persia, “ from horse, 
uncommon,” 3. x. 1906. Also occurs, over the greater part of 
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Europe, North Africa, North America and at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Life-history. Larva 11-segmented, all except the last two seg¬ 
ments with a double row of horny bristles. The $ imago hovers 
almost perpendicularly in the air, and barely settles as she deposits 
an egg on one of the hairs of the host, to which it adheres. Four 
to five hundred eggs are known to have been deposited on a single 
horse, generally inside the knee or on the fetlocks, but always 
only on those parts of the body that the horse can reach to lick. 
After four or five days on the hairs, the slightest application of 
heat and moisture is sufficient to cause the larva to emerge*. 
When transferred by the animal’s tongue to the mouth and thence 
to the stomach, they affix themselves to the inner membrane 
by two small hooks, and are believed to feed on the secretions 
caused by their presence. A hundred have been found in a 
single horse. 

Form bengalensis, Macquart. 

I can perceive no difference between the Indian examples 
described above, aud typical equi In the British Museum and from 
other sources, except that the colour is generally paler yellow. 
Macqwart’s only two specific characters (of bengalensis ), “3rd 
antenual joint brown ” and “ abdomen without dorsal spots,” are 
not reliable, the antennae being variable in colour, whilst the 
irregular rows of brownish marks, often forming bands, at the 
bases of all the middle segments, though nearly always present and 
very distinct in specimens with the pubescence somewhat worn, 
are sometimes quite absent. Van der Wulp also considered 
bengalensis as a synonym of equi. This pale form (bengalensis) is 
represented in the British Museum from widely separated 
localities: Bareilly, 1905 (Major E. Jennings) ; India (Bombay 
Nat. Hist. Soc.) ; Chaman, Kojak Pass, Afghanistan, 28. vii. 1880, 
“at mess, 11 p.m.” (Col. Ch. Swinhoe) ; Mesopotamia; Cyprus; 
and several localities in South Africa. 

309. Gastrophilus nasalis, L. 

(Estrus nasalis , Linnaeus, Syst^Ed. Nat. x, p. 590 (1758). 

(Estnis veterinus, Clark, Trans. Linn. Soc. Lond. iii, p. 328 (1797). 

( Estrus salutifenis, Clark, Essay on Bots, p. 33, pi. i, tigs. 26, 27 r 
33-46 (1815). 

Oastrus clarkii, Leach, Eprob. Ins. p. 2 (1817), and Mem. Weru. 
Soc. ii, p. 568(1818). 

Oastrus jumentorum , Meigen, Syst. Beschr. iv, p. 179 (1824). 

Gastrus saluiaris , Meigen, op. cit. p. 176 (1824). 

( Estrus duodenalis, Schwab, Die (Estraciden, pp. 35, 37 (1840). 

Oastrus nigritus , Zetterstedt, Dipt. Scand. iii, p 981 (1844). 

Gastrus subjacens , Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, p. 687 (1849). 


* Even tiie moistened palm of the hand is, according to Clark, sufficient to 
hatch them easily. 
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3 $ Head as broad as thorax; iii cJ, frons, measured along 
middle line of eyes, slightly less than one-third width of head, 
distinctly broader above than below, brownish-orange, as are also 
the face and under side of head; all wholly covered with bright 
golden-yellow, moderately long and dense pubescence; ocellar 
spot blackish, with golden-yellow pubescence ; first two joints of 
antennae yellowish, 3rd reddish-brown, as is also the anterior 
margin of the frons, overhanging the antennal cavity; occiput 
brownish-orange with concolorous pubescence; eyes dark chestnut- 
brown. In $, frons distinctly less than half width of head, 
narrower above and broader below, brownish-orange, as are also 
the face and lower part of the head; eye-margins broadly, antennal 
cavity and a small semicircular space above it, livid yellowish- 
white, almost translucent. The whole , head, including the 
brownish-orange occiput, with sparse, short, yellowish hairs; 
ocellar spot brownish, rounded, with a few short yellowish hairs, 
with a narrow black transverse stripe behind it on the vertex; in 
all else us in the 3 Thorax in 3 wholly brownish-orange, 
covered with dense, long, bright orange pubescence; scutellum 
similar, lower margin conspicuously bare. In 2, moderately 
shining black ; humeri, posterior ealli and parts of pleurae darker 
brown, all with dense yellowish-grey, almost greenish-grey, 
pubescence; some blackish-brown stiff pubescence on each side of 
dorsum just behind suture and a fan-shaped bunch of long grey 
pubescence on either side behind posterior calli. Scutellum dark 
brown, with brownish-grey pubescence and a quantity of very 
erect strong blackish-brown pubescence on hind margin. Abdo¬ 
men as broad as thorax, narrowed (especially in $ ) towards tip. 
In 3, first two segments blackish (possibly, though apparently 
not, discoloured), remainder moderately dark shining chestnut- 
brown ; all covered with rather dense, bright orange pubescence, 
which is considerably paler on 1st and 2nd segments. A 7 enter 
concolorous, and with pubescence similar, but developed to a lesS 
degree. In $, moderately shining, very dark mahogany-brown, 
nearly black; sides of segments more or less chestnut-brown; 
basal segment with moderately dense, rather long, pale yellowish- 
grey pubescence; remaining segments with shorter, sparse, 
depressed, whitish pubescence; venter mainly dark brown, with 
rather long yellowish-grey pubescence; genitalia shining reddish- 
brown. Legs in 3 brownish-orange; femora blackish except at 
tips, with long brownish-orange pubescence, except on upper sides, 
where the pubescence is very short: tibiae with fine yellow hairs, 
shortest on inner side ; claws and pulvilli yellowish-orange, tips 
of former black ; anterior metatarsi not so long as, hind metatarsi 
a little longer than, remaining four joints together. In $ , coxae 
and trochanters reddish-brown to brownish-orange, sometimes 
more or less blackish in front, with bristly black hairs intermixed 
with more numerous, yellowish-grey, longer hairs. Femora dark 
brown, except rather narrowly brownish-orange at base and tip ; 
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fore pair with sparse, moderately long, grey pubescence on inper 
side, dense, shorter, grey pubescence on upper, and dense, short, 
black pubescence on outer, side; posterior femora with mainly 
yellowish-grey or brownish-grev pubescence, longest on hinder 
side of middle pair. Tibiae and tarsi brownish-orange, former a 
little darker towards tips ; pubescence mainly yellowish, some stiff 
black hairs on upper side of tarsi (and also in one specimen towards 
tips of hind tibiae on inner side); metatarsi as long as remaining 
four joints together, 5th joint about as long as 2nd; fore tarsi 
relatively shorter. Wings pale grey, nearly colourless, veins 
brownish-yellow ; alar and thoracic squamae whitish, with pale 
yellow borders, latter with a long fringe of whitish hairs. 

Length, 13-14 mm. 

Described from a single d from Austria, and three $ $ in the 
Indian Museum from Rawalpindi, 25. x. 1913, 15. x. 1911 and 
19. x. 1912. Iu the British Museum are examples from Kuala 
Lumpur (Federated Malay States), 1910 (Dr. A. /. Stanton ), from 
England, Siberia, Macedonia, Nova Scotia, Jamaica and Cape 
Colony. It occurs in most of Europe, and in North America. 
The biology is discussed by Brauer, Mon. CEstr. p. 89. 

The conspicuous difference of appearance in the sexes is 
remarkable, but the species is easily distinguished from G. equi by 
the black femora and clear wings. 

310. Gastrophilus pecorum, Fabr* 

(Estrus pecorum, Fabricius, Ent. Syst. iv, p. 230 (1794). 

Gastrophilus pecorum, Schiner, Faun; Austr. i, p. 391 (1862). 

Head. (S: frons almost flush with eyes ou upper part and only 
slightly prominent below; at vertex barely one-fifth the linear 
diameter of the head, with almost parallel sides for a short distance 
but slightly widening at the extreme vertex ; lower part very 
rapidly widening to about half the width of the head at the level 
of the autennse ; irregularly coloured, mainly brown with 
yellowish and grey parts, wholly covered with long and moderately 
dense, bright yellow pubescence ; ocelli pale yellowish-white, large, 
close together but not contiguous, on extreme vertex; extreme 
anterior margin of frons yellow ; head extending below eyes for 
a distance equal to about height of eyes, yellowish, under side 
wholly covered with long and dense, very bright golden-yellow 
pubescence, which extends as a thick fringe round the eye-margins 
and over all the dark grey occiput; antennae entirely orange- 
yellow, with yellow pubescence, arista black ; eyes quite bare. In 
<j>, frons at vertex much more than one-third width of head, 
rapidly widening to much more than half width of head at. level 
of antennae, the pubescence much shorter and sparser and more 


* For a number of synonyms, see Kertesz, Knt. Puliiarkt. Dipt, iii, p. 597 
(1907). 
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brownish than in d ; face and lower part of head more brownish 

than in c?, pubescence much shorter and less dense; antennas 

also more brownish. Thorax black : humeral space clearly defined, 

pale yellowish ; whole surface, including sides, covered with long 

and dense, bright yellow pubescence, which is slightly darker on 

the dorsum and more brownish on the scutellum: some nearly 

' • 

whitish pubescence between scutellum and wing-base. In $>, 
pubescence much shorter, and greenish-grey in colour. Abdomen 
honey-yellow, with long aud dense, pale yellow or golden-yellow 
pubescence, extending unbroken over sides and venter, though 
through it the emarginations of the segments are distinctly visible. 
In $, abdomen wholly black; pubescence very sparse, almost 
absent except for an obvious band of yellowish-white hairs across 
middle of 2nd segment; venter in <j> black, with numerous small 
wart-like bumps. Legs hi d pale brownish-yellow, with rather 
long and thick, bright yellow pubescence on under side of femora ; 
tibiae and tarsi with very short, mainly black, stiff pubescence. 
In $ , femora black or blackish-brown with yellowish under sides ; 
tips more or less narrowly yellowish; rest of legs as in 6. 
Wings dull grey, vaguely darker in middle for a distance from 
anterior margin, also about the tip (in one $, wholly pale 
brownish-grey); alulae strongly developed; squamae dirty white, 
with narrow yellowish margins and a little woolly whitish fringe ; 
halteres brownish-yellow. 

Length , 10-13 mm. 

Redescribed from two pairs in good condition in the British 
Museum. Not uncommon in Europe; first obtained in India by 
Col. Nurse, who bred examples at Deesa, xi. 1899, from pupae 
passed by a horse, the imagines emerging about fifteen days later 
(Col. Nurse). Meerut, N.W. India, 6 $ ; bred from pupae dropped 
August 27th (the flies emerging Sept. 13th, 1901) by a Chinese 
mule of unknown origin, but used in Tientsin Transport Lines by 
the Chinese Expeditionary Force and shipped to India in July. 
Several other specimens from the same source were obtained but 
were destroyed in transit to London (from notes by the donor, 
Lt. O. A. Hawks). The life-history is dealt with by Brauer, 
Mon. OEstr. pp. 78, 79 (1863). In fresh specimens the dense 
pubescence is often fox-red, and the thoracic band of black pubes¬ 
cence is often indistinct, especially in the 


Genus PORTSCHINSKIA, Semenov. 

Portschinskia, Semenov, Kev. Russe Ent. ii, p. 52 (1902) (nom. nov. 

for Microcephalus, Schnabl, praeocc.). 

Microcephalus, Schnabl, Deutsche Ent. Zeit. xxi, p. 49 (1877). 

Genotype, Microcephalus loewii, Schnabl; the original species. 

Body robust, entirely without strong bristles. Head much 
narrower than thorax, small; frons rather narrow in d , broader 
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in 2 * flat, with linear ( loewii ) or diverging ( przewalsJcyi) sides ; 
three ocelli. Eyes small, bare, facets of uniform size, with a very 
distinct shining smooth margin round lower half. Antennse 
small; 1st joint hardly visible, 2nd bowl-shaped, broader above 
than below, rather irregular ; 3rd joint flatly biconvex, oval heart- 
shaped, irregularly sinuate in outline; arista thickened basally, 
rather long, bare, placed on the sunken, leuticular flattened space 
on the outer side of the 31x1 joint ( loewii ), or on the inner side of 
the outer p art of the 3rd joint (przewalskyi) *. Face triangular, 
flat, uot projecting beyond base of antennae; cheeks greatly 
developed, wrinkled, extending downwards to a distance fully 
equal to height of eyes, distinctly sunken in middle, projecting a 
little hindwards on lower part. Mouth-openingsmall, triangular; 
proboscis and palpi rudimentary. Thorax very thick, well curved, 
almost broader than long, much narrowed in front; scutellum of 
medium size, semicircular. Abdomen shortly-ovate, as broad as 
thorax, thick, well curved, 4-segmeuted ( loewii ) or 5-segmented 
( przewalsJcyi ); genitalia coucealed. Legs moderately long and 
strong, hind pair rather longer; all femora thickened at base 
( loewii ) or hind pair only przewalsJcyi) ; hind tibiae narrowed at 
base. Wings : 1st longitudinal vein ending a little beyond 
auxiliary veiu ; 2nd long, parallel to and rather approximate to 
3rd, ending a little before the apex of the latter (which in its turn 
ends appreciably before the wing-tip), very slightly curved. 
Anterior cross-vein opposite apex of auxiliary vein ( przewalsJcyi ) 
or distinctly beyond it (loewii), and at middle of discal cell; 1st 
posterior cell closed on wing-border ( loewii) or shortly petiolate, 
its outer side nearly parallel with the hind margin of the wing; 
2nd basal and anal cells subequal, short; 5th vein reaching margin 
of wing; 6th becoming very weak in its last section but attaining 
the wing-margin. All the veins distinct except the 6th. Alulae 
small, with rounded tips ; alar squamae small, thoracic squamae 
much larger, both pairs with a distinct margin, the latter pair dis¬ 
tinctly wrinkled. 

Range. Central and Southern Europe, Northern and Central 
Asia, Himalayas. 

Life-history unknown. 

This genus was established by Schnabl for Microcephalus loewii, 
a new species from the neighbourhood of Jenisseisk, West Siberia, 
and he noted its affinity to Hypoderma. Since the generic name 
was preoccupied in Reptilia, Coleoptera and Diptera, the genus 
was renamed by Semenov. Brauer considers the genus + to be 
related to Hypoderma , Cephalomyia and Gastrophilus. Five species 
are known. 


* In P. przevoahkyi the 3rd antennal joint i9 invaginated at the tip, the arista 
being placed on the inner side of the outer edge, at about its middle, 
t Sitzungsbcr. Ak. Wi9s. Wien, civ, p. 589 (1895). 


2 d 2 
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311. Ports chin skia przewalskyi, Ports. 

Microcephalus przewalskyi, PortschinBky, Horee Soc. Ent. Ross, 
xxi, p. 9, pi. i, tig. 7 (1887). 

c? $ Head much narrower than thorax; upper part of frons 
nearly linear; at point of nearest approach to the bare, chocolate- 
brown eyes it is about onerseventh the width of the head, thence 
widening gradually downwards; frons wholly dull black, with 
red-brown, rather fine and long pubescence towards sides; 
ocellar tubercle extending hind wards to extreme vertex, but the 



Fig. 84 .—Portschinskia przewalskyi , Ports., 
front view of head. 

shining brown ocelli are only moderately large, and placed well 
forward. Face deeply wrinkled, black, receding gradually £rom 
base of antennae; the deeply sunken cheeks, which are sharply 
demarcated in almost keel-like fashion from the face, reach 
downwards to a distance equal to more than the height of the 
eyes, and extend somewhat broadly hindwards; space in the 



Fig. 85. —Pwtschinskia przewalskyi, Ports., antenna;: a, profile, 
inner side : h y half profile. 


median line just below antennae shining black, bare; two con¬ 
spicuous though narrow and approximate ridges run from below 
the antennae nearly to the mouth-opening, and are more or less 
reddish, in colour; hinder part of cheeks with darker, red-brown, 
rather long and almost shaggy hair ; there is a small, slightly 
wrinkled, shining bare space above the antennae. The latter dull 
orange; 1st joint with a few short black and yellowish bristles of 
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various lengths, 2nd with longer, red-brown or yellowish bristles, 
3rd very broad and thick, about twice as high as long, deeply 
excavated at tip, and on side margins in profile, the red-brown 
arista being set in this apical cavity. Occiput black, with red- 
brown pubescence. Thorax: ground-colour shining black, wholly 
covered with long, dense pubescence, which is pale yellowish or 
brownish on the anterior third, the humeral region, the hind 
corners broadly, and rather narrowly on the hind margin; and 
which is black on the remainder of the dorsum Scutellar 
pubescence dense, pale yellowish, that of pleurae mainly similar 
on mesopleura and sternopleura and dark brown on remainder. 
Abdomen entirely black. In d , with dense pubescence, which is 
yellowish on 1st and 2nd segments and black on 3rd, with a 
yellowish hind marginal fringe to latter ; 4th, 5th and 6th wholly 
covered with bright orange-red pubescence. In $, pubescence 
black on the whole of 3rd segment, on base and hind margin of 
4th and on about middle of 5th, rest of the surface with orange- 
red pubescence. Venter black; pubescence long and dense 
mainly black but yellowish at sides of 2od segment, and orange, 
red at apex of abdomen. Legs : cox© and femora black, with 
long, dense, rather ragged hair on under side ; fore femora with 
such hair on hinder side also; tibi© and tarsi dark brown, 
with moderately long red-brown pubescence; apices of tarsi 
black; pulvilli and claws black. Wmfjs pale yellowish-grey; 
whole surface wrinkled ; venation in accordance with the generic 
diagnosis ; alar squam© moderately dark grey with a blackish fringe 
and a conspicuous dark brown margin; thoracic squamae paler 
grey, wrinkled, with a similar margin but no fringe. 

Length, 18-21 mm. 

Redeseribed from two d d and one $ in the Indian Museum 
collection from Andarban, Grarhwal District, W. Himalayas, 
11,000 ft., vi. 1914 (Col. Tytler); also from one d in the British 
Museum from Sikkim, vii. 1894 (Col. Bingham). Originally 
described from a specimen taken “ on the crest of the Burchan 
Budda” [n mountain range in Koko Nur, North Tibet] “at an 
absolute elevation of 14,000 ft.'*’ 

This is the species referred to in mv original description of 
Criorrhinec imitator as the large Echinomyia-Yike fly which mimics 
that Syrphid. On being shown to Major Austen, it was imme¬ 
diately recognised by him as the (Estrid Portschinskia przewalskyi , 
Ports. The general resemblance between the Cnorrhina, the 
(Estrid and several species of Bombus frequenting the Himalayas 
and adjacent regions, is very striking *. 

The generic and specific reference, and the above particulars 
are gleaned from notes made by Major Austen some years ago 
in the British Museum collection. He also remarked its resem¬ 
blance to the species of Lycastris (then undescribed) which I have 
had the pleasure of naming after him (ante, p. 279). 


* See note under Criorrhma imitator, ante, p. 284. 
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Family PIPUNCULIDJi!. 

Genus PIPUNCULUS, Lair, {ante, p. 4). 

The following four species, described in 1903 from Ceylon by 
Dr. K. Kertesz, were unfortunately overlooked. I have had no 
opportunity of examining the types or other examples, and the 
descriptions are therefore translated from the original. Judging 
by the key at the beginning of Kertesz’s paper *, it seems that 
P. beckeri has the stigma on the costa of the wing coloured 
(“ Fliigelrandmal gefarbt”), and should therefore fall under 
section 1 of the table on p. 5 of the present volume (“stigma 
present . ”) ; while the other three species {ceneiventris , 

singalensis and angustipennis ) have the stigma “ uncoloured ” 
(“ Flligelrandmal ungefarbt ”), which may mean that they should 
be placed under section 17 of the table (“ stigma entirely absent”). 

Pipunculus beckeri, Kert. 

Pipunculus beckeri, Kertesz, Ann. Mus. Hung, i, p. 46G (1903). 

3 Head : vertical triangle shining black; frons grey-dusted; 
epistome' nearly parallel, very slightly narrowed below, with a 
silvery-white shimmer. 1st and 2nd antennal joints blackish- 
brown, 2nd w ith some microscopic bristly hairs on upper side ; 
3rd pale brown, pointed below at apex and silvery-white ; arista 
black, the thickened base brown. Occiput grey-dusted. Thorax 
with dorsum slightly shining, black, as is also the scutelium ; 
shoulders yellowish-grey ; pleurae grey ; hind margin of dorsum 
and hinder part of the metanotum, viewed from behind, grey. 
Abdomen black, feebly shinipg ; all the segments grey through¬ 
out their length at the sides ; 1st segment with grey anterior 
margin, 2nd segment with a grey dust ring; on the 3rd and 4th 
segments the grey dust extend from the sides only a little over 

* And from the first three of the following descriptions: in the fourth 
(P. angtistipennis) nothing is said as to presence or absence of the stigma. 
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the dorsum, whilst' on the 5th segment it is more extended. On 
the anterior margins of the 3rd, 4th and 5th segments linear 
impressions, with a small callosity in the middle, are visible; on 
the 5th there ore also two round depressions behind the linear 
impression. The hypopygium is composed of two unequal pieces 
asymmetrically placed together ; it has neither cleft nor impression, 
occupies the whole breadth of the abdomen, and has nearly the 
form of a hemisphere. Legs : coxa), and femora to extreme tips, 
black; tibi© on basal fourth and extreme tip blackish 'brown; 
femora and tibi© grey-dusted ; hind femora shining on inner sides ; 
middle femora on apical half of under side armed with small 
spines ; tarsi yellow, the last joints brownish. Wings rather 
brownish ; stigma yellowish-brown, about ^ shorter than the 4th 
costal segment; both together 1£ times as long as the 5th costal 
segment; anterior cross vein placed rather before the tip of the 
auxiliary vein and in the first third of the discal cell. Halteres 
with stem whitish, clubs brown, dark brown at apex. 

Length , 3’6 mm.; wings 3’3 mm. 

Two d <5 , Colombo, 28. ii. 1902. Type in Hungarian Museum. 


Pipunculus ©neiventris, Keru 

Pipunculuseeneiventris, Kert6sz, Ann. Mus. Hung, i, p. 468 (1903). 

c?. Head : vertical triangle small, shining black; frons black, 
with a white shimmer, except on a median longitudinal space; 
epistome with parallel sides, black, with silvery-white shimmer; 
antenn© blackish-brown, 2nd and 3rd joints shimmering white; 
upper side of 2nd joint with only microscopic bristly hairs; 3rd 
joint beneath with elongated tip ; arista black, the thickened base 
of its 2nd joint elongnte; back of head black, with grey dust. 
Thorax : dorsum black, appearing dull from the microscopic grey 
dust; shoulders brownish-yellow; pleur© a little shining, with 
here and there some shimmering white spots : scutellum shining 
black; metanotum with whitish-grey dust. Abdomen metallic 
dark green, shining, with scattered, black, microscopic pubescence. 
Hypopygium small, blackish, with sparse grey dust and an elongate 
cleft on the right side. Legs : cox© black, hind pair shimmering 
white on outer sides, the other pairs hidden by the rest of the 
legs ; femora black to extreme tips, grey-dusted ; hind pair shining 
on inner side, and furnished with small spines on apical half of 
under side ; tibi©, except at base and tip, black, uniformly grey- 
dusted ; tarsi yellow, last joint brownish. Wings very faintly 
brownish; costal stigma absent; 3rd costal segment half as long 
as the 4th, both together shorter by half than the oth ; anterior 
cross-vein placed rather before tip of 2nd vein, and at middle 
of discal cell; 3rd vein sinuate at tip. Halteres greyish- 
yellow. 

Length , 8*5 mm.; wings 2*7 mm. 

One <J, Oblombo, 25. ii. 1902. Type in Hungarian Museum. 
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Pipunculus singalensis, Kcrt. 

Pipunculus singalensis, Kert^sz, Ann. Mus. Hung, i, p. 469 (1903). 

3 . Head: vertical triangle black, shining, shimmering silvery- 
white behind ocellar bump ; frons black, bearing silvery-white 
tomentum, which is absent on a median bare stripe reaching from 
base of antennae to about middle of frons, this stripe being 
pointed at its upper end; epistome with parallel sides, shimmering 
silvery-white ; antennae brown ; 2nd joint microscopically bristly 
haired, 3rd joiut yellow, with tip drawn out beneath ; arista black, 
indistinctly two-jointed, the 2nd joint spindle-shaped and 
thickened at base; occiput black, with white reflections. Thorax : 
dorsum black, shining, without whitish dust; shoulders brownish- 
yellow ; pleur® grey-dusted, the sternppleura and metapleura 
more especially shimmering silvery-white ; scutellum shining 
metallic green; metanotum shining silvery-white. Abdomen 
shining metallic green ; 1st segment, also the small hypopygium, 
with greyish-white dust, the hypopygium with a small oval opening 
on the right side. Legs: cox® and femora blackish-brown to the 
extreme apex; middle and hind femora furnished on apical half 
of under side with microscopic spines ; tibi® on basal fourth and 
at the extreme tip, blackish-brotfn ; tarsi yellow, with last joiut 
very slightly brownish. Wings narrow, barely tinged with brown; 
stigma absent; 3rd costal segment half as long as 4th; both 
together half as long as 5th ; anterior cross-vein placed opposite 
the middle of the 4th costal segment, and rather beyond middle of 
discal cell; 3rd vein slightly sinuate at tip. Halteres yellow. 

$ Frons deep black, shining, slightly wider than lower face, 
with sides parallel; both frons and lower face shimmering silvery- 
white ; a silvery-white shimmering spot is also present behind 
the ocellar bump. Antenn® paler and more yellowish. Thoracic 
dorsum with dust more greyish-brown. Abdominal segments 
greyish-dusted towards sides ; last segment with an impression on 
front and hind margins as well as at the sides. Hypopygium 
small, without any furrow, although the last segment has in its 
middle a shallow furrow which extends nearly to the full breadth 
of the segment. Ovipositor straight, as long as the hypopygium. 
In all else as in the 3 • 

Length, 2'5 mm.; wings 2*4 mm. 

A single pair, Colombo, 28. ii. 1902. Types in Hungarian 
Museum. 

Pipunculus angustipennis, Kent. 

Pipunculus angustipennis, Kert^sz, Ann. Mus. Hung, i, p. 470 (1903). 

3 Head : eyes narrowly separated by the extremely narrow 
frons, which is shimmering silvery-white on its lower part and 
shining black on its upper part; lower face with parallel sides, 
shining black with silvery-white reflects as; basal antennal joints 
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blackish-brown ; 2nd joint with very short bristly hairs on upper 
side; 3rd joint brownish-yellow, with tip somewhat elongate, 
bowed in front * ; arista indistinctly two-jointed, slightly thickened 
at base ; back of head grey-dusted. Thorax : dorsum black, dull, 
grey-brown +; pleurae grey-dusted ; scutellum shining black; 
metanotum and hind margin of thoracic dorsum with silvety-vvhite 
reflections. Abdomen olive-brown, only the 5th segment black ; 
1st segment white-dusted, the sides in certain lights with silvery- 
white reflections. Hypopygium rather large, without furrow. 
Lege yellow ; femora, to extreme tips, black ; tibiae with a median 
dark ring ; last tarsal joint brownish ; femora and tibiae whitish- 
dusted; hind femora shining on inner side. Wings rather 
brownish, very narrow, especially at the base; 3rd costal seg¬ 
ment only one-fourth as long as the 4th; both together nearly 
as long as 5th; anterior cross-vein placed opposite middle of 
3rd costal segment, in the first sixth of the (fiscal cell. Halteres 
yellow. 

Length , 2mm.; wings 2*2 mm. 

One <3 , Colombo, 28. ii. 1902. Type in Hungarian Museum. 


Family SYRPHIDjE. 

Genus PARAGUS, Lair, (ante, p. 30). 

The following species has to be added to the Indian Fauna. 

P&ragus tibialis, Fin . t 

Pipiza tibialis , Fallen, Dipt. Suec., Syrph. p. 60 (1817). 

Paragus tibialis , Schiner, Faun. Austr. i, p. 267 (1862); Verrall, Brit. 

Flies, Syrph. p. 150 (1901). 

Paragus polities, 'Wiedemann, Auss. Zweifl. ii, p. 89 (1828). 

3 Head : face yellow, with a black middle line extending from 
between antenu® to upper mouth-edge, this line being rather 
widened about its lower part; face shining, produced near its 
lower part to a distance equal to quite one-third the width of the 
eye; pubescence whitish, aud equal everywhere except on middle 
line; jowls small, with whitish pubescence, which is continued up 
the entire back of the head ; vertex elongate, shining black, with 
inconspicuous blackish pubescence : eyes touching for only a small 
space, with short inconspicuous whitish pubescence, which has no 
tendency to run into stripes ; basal antennal joints black, the 
rather long 3rd joint brown with a tendency to become yellow 
beneath ; this joint is three times as long as deep; arista quite 


* “ Mit ziemlich langor, nach vorne gebeugter Spitze.” 
t Literal translation. Kert&*z seems to contradict himself here. 
J For a number of sjnonyms, 6ee Kert^sz, Oat. Dipt, vii, p. 7. 
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bare, brown, about as long as 3rd joint. Thorax aeneous-black, 
shining, but slightly obscured by the coarse punctuation, and 
clothed with fairly abundant, tolerably long and erect, pale yellow 
pubescence, which is whiter and longer on the pleurae. Scutellum 
with no trace of paleness at the tip. Abdomen shining blackish, 
rather coarsely punctate until after the middle; extreme hind 
margins of segments impunctate and brilliant; basal segment 
rather long, 2nd longer, 3rd and 4th still slightly longer, 5th much 
shorter but very obvious. Legs bright orange; basal half of 
anterior, and basal two-thirds of hind femora, black; hind tibiae 
usually with a dark ring or blotch just after their middle; hind 
femora slightly thickened about the middle; basal joint of hind 
tarsi rather swollen. Pubescence pale and inconspicuous, but 
a fair ciliation on the posterior tibiae. Wings pellucid; stigma 
brown or brownish ; squamae and halteres yellow. 

$ similar to <y, but rather more shining because the pubescence 
is a little shorter. Pace yellow at sides or more frequently only 
at the extreme sides, and occasionally nearly all obscure or black. 
Prons bluish-black, rather broad above but gradually narrowing 
to the face. Scutellum not in the least degree pale at tip. 

Length , about 5 mm. 

The above description is slightly abridged from that of Verrall, 
which was drawn up from European, probably mainly British, 
specimens of both sexes. Col. Yerbury has taken the species at 
Peradeniya, Ceylon, l.v. & 29. v. 1892, both $ $. A very 
common, very variable and widely distributed Palaearctic species. 
Wiedemann’s politus was described from China. My indicus is 
probably synonymous with tibialis. 


Genus MELAN0ST0MA, Sch. (ante, p. 46). 

I have now had an opportunity to see the type of M. pedium 
and that of M. cothonea , which is a synonym of pedium , and can 
add the following notes. 

Melanostoma pedium, Walk, (ante, p. 52). 

Melanostoma orientate , var., Brunetti, Rec. lad. Mus. xi, p. 208, pi. xiii, 
fig.3tl915). 

The type of pedium, Walk, (a <5), is now quite valueless for 
purposes of comparison; but that of cothonea. Walk, (a $), is 
in good condition, and Major Austen, in revising the British 
Museum collection of Syrphidae many years ago, noted that 
cothonea is the $ of pedium. The form recorded by me from 
yarious parts of India as closely allied to, but almost certainly 
distinct from, orientate, Wied., is undoubtedly identical with 
pedium, though only female specimens were obtained. M. pedium, 
then, varies from normal orientate structurally in the shape of the 
face, in which it is intermediate, 60 far as the prominence of the 
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two bumps goes, between orientate and univittatum ; in the former 
the two bumpu are quite conspicuous, in the latter the face in 
profile is reduced to a single wide angle. M. pedtium varies from 
M. orientate also as follows: by the first pair of abdominal spots 
being rather larger, oval, and carried well over the sides of the 
2 nd segment towards the base; by the hind femora being wholly 
yellow', and the hind tibiae bearing only an indistinct median dark 
ring, which is frequently absent. 

As there are altogether twelve specimens, all $ ¥ , there can be 
no doubt as to the validity of this form. The specimens are in 
the Indian Museum, from the Simla and Darjiling Districts, the 
United Provinces, Bengal and Bangalore ; Mundali, Dehra Dun 
District, W Himalayas, 9000 ft., 10-12. v. 1910 ; Ghumti, Dar¬ 
jiling District, 27. iii. 1910. The species is therefore widely 
distributed in India and is not uncommon. Walker described 
both pedium and cothonea from the “ East Indies.” 


Genus ASCIA, Meig. (ante, p. 105). 

Ascia hr achy stoma, Wied. (ante, p. 106). 

Since the description and remarks on p. 106 were printed, 
I have seen in the British Museum a £ example from Sarawak, 
which is named with some reservation as thi3 species, but is 
referred to the genus Microdon. The insect in question is probably 
a Microdon , and at the same time it agrees well with Wiedemann’s 
description of A. brachystoma. Nevertheless, I hesitate to accept 
the identification and to transfer the species to Microdon , since it 
is retained under Ascia by Kertesz (Cat. Dipt, vii), w'ho may have 
examined the original type, if the latter be still extant. And the 
resemblance of the British Museum specimen to A. brachystoma 
may be merely superficial. 


Genus ERISTALIS, Latr. (ante, p. 155); 

The following may be added to the remarks on the life-historv 
of these insects :—A paper by J. Fahringer has recently appeared 
(Zeitschr. wiss. Insektenbiol. xvii, pp. 113-124, 1922) on the 
parasites and enemies of all the life-stages of Eristalis tenax and 
certain other common European EbistaliNjE : the list of enemies 
includes 5 species of plants, among them the fungus Empusa 
muscce , and "0 species of animals (Protozoa, Arachnids, Myriapods, 
insects of 5 Orders, fishes, amphibiaus, reptiles, birds and 
mammals). 

The description of E. curvipes on p. 192 was taken from that 
of Schiner, as the species was then unknown to me. I have since 
seen specimens from Ceylon, and from these the following 
redescription is drawn. 
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Eristalis curvipes, Sch. (ante, p. 192). 

j Er.istalis curvipes , Schiner, Novara Reise, Dipt. p. 363 (1868). 

c? 2 • Head : eyes bearing close yellowish-white pubescence, 
with a very distinct, broad, longitudinal band of dark brown 
pubescence in the middle of either eye (as in E. tenax ); uni- 
colorous, contiguous for some distance in 6 ; vertical triangle with 
black hairs in ocellar region and yellowish hairs elsewhere; frons 
very prominent, shining black, with long black pubescence, its 
anterior margin orange; antennae mainly blackish, but 3rd joint 
sometimes dull brownish-orange ; arista brown, shortly plumose 
above and below on about basal half; whole head from below 
antennae strongly produced diagonally downwards and forwards, 
as an irregularly shaped, obtusely tipped cone; shining black, 
with an indistinct brownish-yellow stripe on either side, and with 
rather long, shaggy, yellowish hair at base and extending for 
some distance along sides; back of head dark grey with yellowish 
pubescence; lower occipital margin narrowly silvery-white, with 
whitish hair on lower part of head. In 2 > frons and face 
gradually widening from above downwards, the yellow side stripes 
on the latter broader. Thorax blackish with yellowish-grey 
pubescence, the ends of the suture faintly greyish ; pleurae blackish, 
with more yellowish pubescence; scutellum brownish-orange with 
fine black pubescence on disc and a fringe of yellow hairs on 
margin. Abdomen : 1st segment pale grey with yellow pubescence; 
remainder black; 2nd segment with a pair of elongate, nearly 
linear, brownish-orange spots, transversely placed across middle of 
segment, a little narrowed at inner ends, which nearly meet, and 
broader at outer ends on side margins ; 3rd segment with similar 
but much narrower spots, which do not approach side margins; 
4th segment with a still smaller replica of similar spots; hind 
margins of 2nd, 3rd and 4th segments narrowly orange ; pubes¬ 
cence mainly pale yellow, but the black parts generally with some 
proportion of black pubescence; last segment wholly black¬ 
haired. Venter black, more or less shining, generally yellowish in 
region of 2nd segment, wholly with pale yellow or whitish pubes¬ 
cence. Legs with femora only slightly thickened; hind tibiae in 
<3 conspicuously bent just beyond middle ; legs black, knees very 
narrowly pale ; middle tibiae pale on about basal half, especially in 
$ ; hind tibiae at base and on a rather narrow, ill-defined, median 
ring, pale orange or brownish ; pubescence of legs mainly yellowish, 
but there is a considerable proportion of black on the hind tibiae, 
especially in <3 Wings pa^e yellowish-grey, darker and more 
brownish-yellow anteriorly ; stigma small but distinct; halteres 
brownish-orange. 

Length , 10-13 mm. 

Redescribed from one S and several $ $ in the British Museum 
from Ceylon : NuwaraEliya, 6-15. v. 1891 ; Hakgala, 24. v. 1891 
(all specimens taken by Col. Yerbury). The examples are in 
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indifferent condition, but undoubtedly belong to this species. 
Three conspicuous characters combine to make this species easily 
recognisable : the brown band of pubescence on the eyes, the 
extremely strongly produced, snout-like lower part of the head 
and the strikingly bent hind tibiae. This latter character is less 
noticeable in the $, but the other two characters are equally 
pronounced in both sexes. 

The following additional records of localities and other remarks 
have come to hand too late for inclusion in the Appendix in 
proper systematic order. All the records relating to Ceylon in 
the following list are from manuscript notes by Colonel Yerbury, 
or from specimens collected there by him and now in the British 
Museum. 

Paragus serratus, Fabr. (ante , p. 31). Add to localities : generally 
common in Ceylpn; recorded for the months i-iii, vii, viii, 
x-xii. 

Paragus rufiventris, Brun. (ante, p. 34). Add to localities: 
Peradeniya, 29. v. 1892 ; Kandy, 29. vi. 1892. 

Paragus tibialis, Fallen (ante, p. 409). After “ Peradeniya, etc.,” 
add “ by sweeping, uncommon.” 

Melanostoma univittatum, Wied. (ante, p. 50). Add: Ceylon; 
Paukullam, 1. i. 1891 ; Mahintalli, 28. xii. 1890 ; Trincomalee, 
Hot Wells, 4. if. 1892 ; fairly common round Trincomalee. 

Syrphus ser&rius, Wied. (ante, p. 73). Add : Hakgala, 4. v. 1891 ; 
Huldamulla, 9.vi. 1892; Nuwara Eliya, 5. v. 1891, 11. vii. 
1892 ; Horton Plains, 20. v. 1891 (all Ceylon). 

Syrphus balteatus, De Geer {ante, p. 82). Add : generally distri¬ 
buted in Ceylon ; ii, v, vi, vii, xi, xii 

Syrphus cinctellus, Zett., or a species near it (ante, p. 84). Add : 
fairly common round Nuwara Eliya, Ceylon. 

Ischiodon scutellaris, Fabr. (ante, p. 97). Add: common in various 
localities in Ceylon; “ always taken in sweeping marshy 
places, never seen on the wing ” (Yerbury). I have taken the 
species-freely at times in India, always resting on flowers or 
leaves, and I cannot remember ever having taken it flying, 
though the fact had not previously occurred to me as unusual. 

Spharophoria j&vana, Wied. (ante, p. 100). Add: Haragama, 
l.vi. 1892; Perivipancheram, 21.i. 1892; Kanthalai, 31.i. 
1891 (all Ceylon). 

Baccha nubilipennis, Aust. (ante, p. 116). Add: “ Not uncommon 
in Central Province, Ceylon, hovering in the shade” (Yer¬ 
bury). 

Baccha fallax, Aust. (ante, p. 117). Add : rare in Ceylon ; Hay¬ 
cock Hill, 24. iv. 1892 ; Kaudy, 30. v. 1892. 
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Baccha sapphirina, Wiecl. (ante, p. 122). Add : rare in Ceylon ; 
occurs round Trincomalee. 

Baccha triangulifera, Aust. (ante, p. 124). Add: Huldamulla, 
Ceylon, 10. vi. 1892. 

Baccha amphithoe, Walk, (ante, p. 126). Add: uncommon in 
Ceylon. 

Rhingia binotata, Brun. (ante, p. 131). Sack describes a $ from 
Formosa (Arch. Naturg., Abt. a, 1921, p. 266). 

Graptomyza brevirostris, Wied. (aMe, p. 138). Add : Henerat- 
goda, 7 ii. 1892 ; Kandy, 28. vi. 1892 (both Ceylon). 

Eristalis niger, Wied. (ante, p. 163). Add : Peradeniya, Ceylon, 
17 v. 1892. 

Eristalis simnlatus, sp. n. (ante, p. 177). This species may 
possibly be synonymous with cerealis, Fabr. 

Eristalis obscuritarsis, de Meij. (ante, p. 190). Add: Ceylon, 
various localities; iii, ix, x, xii. Sack records this species 
from Formosa. 

Eristalis multifarius, Walk, (ante, p, 194). Add: not uncommon 
in Ceylon; Peradeniya, 28.iv. 1891, 22 and 29.v. 1892; 
Andankullam, 30. xii. 1890; Anuradhapura, 30. xii. 1890. 

Megaspis crassus, Fabr. (ante, p. 197). Add: rare in Ceylon; 
Baddegama, 2. v. 1892. 

Megaspis errans, Fabr. (ante, p. 199). To the list of synonyms 
add: Eristalis plistoanax, Walker, List Dipt. Brit. Mus. iii, 
p. 628 (1849), teste Major Austen, in MS. note. E. plistoanax 
was described from the Philippines. To the localities add : 
very common in various places in Ceylon. 

Megaspis zonatus, Fabr. (ante, p. 203). Add: only one example 
was seen in Ceylon by Colonel Yerbury. 

Helophilns curvigaster, Macq., 1842 (ante, p. 206). This species 
proves to be synonymous with Merodon interveniens. Walk., 
1860 (ante, p. 212). Macquart’s name has priority. 

Helophilus bengalensis, Wied . (ante, p. 209). Add: Ceylon, very 
common; Trincomalee, Kaufchalai, and other places, i and 
viii-x. 

Helophilus quadrivittatus, Wied. (ante, p. 210). Add: Kan- 
thalia, 12. viii. 1891; Peradeniya, 30. iv. 1891 (both Ceylon). 

Merodon interveniens, Walk, (ante, p. 212). This proves to be 
synonymous with Helophilus curviyaster, Macq., and the name 
curviyaster is older than interveniens , as stated a few lines 
above. A further synonym is : Teuchomerus orientalis (Bru- 
netti), Sack, Arch. JVaturg. 1921, Abt. a, p. 266. Sack makes 
orientalis, Brun., the type of his genus Textchomerus. Possibly 
the African Eristalis vihs, Wied., and Eristalis crassipes, 
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Fabr., are also synonyms. The species is undoubtedly a 
Merodon. To the localities add : rare in Ceylon; Trincoma- 
lee, Hot Wells, 6. ix. 1891. 

Genus KORINCHIA: since the remarks on pages 224-6 were 
printed, Mous. Herve-Bazin has described yet another species, 
K. aurata, sp. nov., from Java, in Bull. Soe. ent. France, 
no. 15, p. 213, 1922. 

Xylota carbonaria, Brun. (ante, p. 240). Add: Kandy, 18. v. 
1892 ; Heneratgoda, 7. ii. 1892 ; Haycock Hill, 27 iv. 1892 
(all Ceylon). 

Syritta orientalis, Macq. (ante, p. 246). Add: Trincomalee; 
Heneratgoda; Perivipancheram, 9.iii. 1892 (all Ceylon). 

Eumerus aurifrons, Wied. (ante, p. 252). Add: uncommon in 
Ceylon. 

Eumerus (?) argentipes, Walk. A form which is either this 
species, or very close to it, is “rare in Ceylon”( Terbury). 
1 have not been able to decide the status of this form, and 
have therefore omitted it from the text of this volume. The 
genus requires thorough revision on abundant and fresh 
material. E. argentipes. Walk., is recorded (Kertesz, Cat. 
Dipt, vii, p. 313, 1910) from Batchian, Amboina, and New 
Guinea. 

Hicrodon ruficaudus, Brun. (ante, p. 317) and M. auricinctus, 
Brun. (ante, p. 318). The records of these species from 
Formosa were published by Sack, Arch. Naturg. 1921, 
Abt. a, p. 266. 
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abbreviata (Scceva ), 87. 
abscissa (Verrallia), 
mentioned, 23. 
abscissus ( Pipunculus), 
mentioned, 23. 
adligatus (Syrphus), 
mentioned, 75. 
aegrota (Asarcina), 64. 
csgrota (Eristalis ), 64. 
agrota (Syrphus), 64. 
cegyptius (Eristalis), 186. 
ivyyptius (Syrphus), 97. 
aeneifrons (Syrphus), 75. 
seneithorax (Eumerus), 
256. 

aeneiventris (Pipunculus), 

407. 

seneus (Helophilus), 206. 
aenus (Helophilus), 206. 
aequalis (Syrphus), 90. 
aequalis (Xylota), 90, 

243 . 

cesepus (Eristalis), 187. 
cesymnus (Eristalis), 200. 
aesymmis (Megaspis), 
200 . 

cethusa (Xylota), 232. 
affinis (Syrphus), 87. 
agilitas (Musca), 54. 
albibasis (Eristalis), 169. 
albiceps (Helophilus), 
mentioned, 209. 
albifaBciatus ^Merodon), 
218. 

albifrons(Eumeru9), 257. 
albimanu9 (Platycbirus), 

48, 54 . 

albimanus (Syrphus), 54. 
albipes (Lycastris), 276, 

278 . 


albostriata (Scceva), 72. 
albostriatus (Syrphus), 
72. 

AUoneura, 4. 
alpinus, var. of Eristalis 
tenax, 173.^ 

alternans (Syrphus), 82. 
alternata (Musca), 82. 
alticola (Bombus), men¬ 
tioned, 284. 
ambigua (Scceva), 47. 
ambiguum (Melano- 
stoma) 47, 55. 
amboinalis (Pipunculus), 
mentioned, 8. 
amboinensjs (Syritta), 
245,246. 

amphicrates (Eristalis), 
199. 

amphithoe (Baccha), 
126 , 414. 

analis (Erizona), 104. 
Anasimyia, 204. 
andrcemon (Eristalis), 
203. 

Andrena, mentioned, 
342. 

angusticincta (Rbingia), 
133. 

angustimarginalis (Eri¬ 
stalis), 176. 

angustimarginata (Grap- 
tomyza), 141. 
angustipennis (Pipun¬ 
culus), 408. 

annamitts(Lasiophthicus), 

67. 

annandalei (Didea), 58. 
annandalei (Dideoides), 
58. 


annandalei (Microdon), 
316. 

annulata (Xylota), 234. 
annulifemur (Pipun¬ 
culus), 17. 

acnulifera (Physo- 
cephala), 363. 
annulipes (Myopa), 377. 
annulosus (Conops), 362. 
Anthomyiid^, men¬ 
tioned, 385. 

anthracina (Psilota), 38. 
anticetus (Eristalis), 181. 
antidotus (Eristalis), 
181. 

Antilope, mentioned, 
386. 

antilopes (CEstrus), 397. 
antiquum (Chrysotoxum), 
30J. 

Ants, mentioned, 95 
309, 342, 371. 

ApuidjB or Aphides, 
mentioned, 31, 70, 99, 
113. 

Aphritis, 307. 
apicalis (Cbilosia), 43. 
apicata (Ceria), 337. 
apicenotata (Baccha), 
122 . 

apiformis (Microdon), 

314. 

Apis, mentioned, 307, 

315. 

appendiculatus (Pipun¬ 
culus), 7. 

arbustorum (Eristalis), 
157,179. 

arbustorum (Musca), 173, 
179. 



Arctopbila, 24,227,289. 
arcuatus ( Syrphus ), 299. 
argentifera (Physo¬ 
cephala), 361. 
argentipes (Euraerus), 
415. 

argentisegmentata (Ver- 
ralliii), 22. 

argyrocephalus(Eristalis), 

201 . 

argyrocephalus (Mega- 
spis), 201. 

atgyropus (Eumerus), 
251. 

armatus (Pipunculus), 
mentioned, 23. 
arvorum (Eristulis), 165, 

181 . 

arvorum (Sytphus), 181. 
Asarcina, 29, 63. 
Asarkina, 63. 

Ascia, 24, 30, 105. 
asciiformis (Spbegina), 
110 . 

asilica (Criorrhina), 280, 
288. 

asilicus (Syrphus), 280. 
asBamensis (Xylota), 237. 
assitnili6 (Syrphus), 94. 
Atemnocera, 144. 
atra (Musca), 161. 
atra (Myopa ), 382. 
at pa (Occemyia), 382. 
atratus (Paragus), 33. 
ntrieornis(Physocephala), 
363. 

audits ( Cephalops ), 21. 
aurantiaca (Physo¬ 
cephala), 353, 358 . 
aurata (Korinchia), 415. 
aurafa (Volucella), 200. 
auricinetus (Microdon), 

318.415. 

aurifronB (Eiimerus), 

252.415. 

auronitens (Xylota), 239. 
austeni (Lvcastris), 279, 
284. 

Axona. 155, 222 . 
Azpeytia, 155, 221 . 

Bacca, 113. 

Baccha, 24, 29, 113 . 
Bacchina, 113. 

Bacha, 113. 

balteata (Milesia), 272. 
kalfeata (Musca), 82. 
baltentusi (Syrphus), 82, 
413 

baphvruB (CbryBotoxuin), 

296. 
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barbaiits (Eristalis), 172. 
basalis (Volucella), 150. 
basifemoratus (Eristalis), 
175. 

beckeri (Pipunculus), 406. 
bellus (Microdon), 315. 
Bembex, mentioned, 342. 
bengalensis (Helopbilus), 
209, 414. 

bengalensis (CEstrus), 
397, 399 . 

bengalensis (Sphsero- 
pboria), mentioned, 

100 . 

bicincta (Musca), 294. 
bicinctum (Cbryso- 
toxum), 294. 
hicolor (Mulio), 30. 
bicolor (Paragus), 35. 
bicolor (Physocephala), 
357. 

bicolor (Syrphus), 35. 
bifascia (Azpeytia), 22l. 
binotata (Bhingia), 131 , 
414. 

bipunctata (Musca), 299. 
biroi (Pipunculus), 9 , 12. 
bispinosa (Spbegina), 107. 
bistriata (Xylota), 238. 
boinbiforinis (Arcto- 
phila), 289. 

bombiformis (Syrphus), 
289. 

bomboides (Eristalis), 163. 
Bom bus, mentioned, 25, 
105, 135, 145, 278, 
279, 281, 284, 341, 
405. 

bombylans (Milesia), 261. 
bombylans (Temno- 
etoma), 261. 

bbmbylans (Volucella), 
135,145. 

borealis (Sericomyia), 

292. 

bovis (FTypoderma), 396. 
bovis ((Estrus), 397. 
Brachymyia, 280. 
Brachyopa, mentioned, 

25. 

Braehypnlpus, 228, 275. 
brachypterus (Syrphus), 

97. 

bracbystoma (Ascia), 
106,411. 

brevirostris (Grapto- 
myza), 138 , 414. 
brevis (Ceria), 328. 
brevis (Pipunculus), 7. 
huccata (Conops), 377. 
buccata (Myopa), 377. 


4ir 

C8eruIeus'(Microdon), 313. 
Callicera, 294, 303. 
Calliphora, mentioned, 
224. 

calopus ( Conops), 364. 
calopus (Physocephala), 
364 , 367. 

Camerania, 144. 
Campeneura, 39. 
campestris (Pipunculus), 
4. 

campestris (Eristalis), 
173. 

campestris, var. himalay- 
ensis (Pipunculus). 11. 
campestris, var. of Eri¬ 
stalis tenax, 174. 
Campineura, 39. 
Camptoneura, 39. 
canabina (Musca), 82. 
carbonaria (Xylota), 
240 , 415. 

carbonarius (Microdon), 
314. 

carintkiacus (Syrphus), 
72. 

Cartosyrphus, 41. 
Catabomba, 66, 78. 
Ccnogaster, 144, 
Cephalemyia, 389. 
Cephalorayia, 385, 386 
389 . 

Cephalops, 3, 4, 21. 
Cephenomyia, 385. 

Ceria, 24, 322 . 

Ceriin^e, 26, 27, 321 , 
342. 

Cerioidcs, 322. 
ceylonicus, var. of 
Conop9 claripennis, 
346. 

Chalarus, 1, 2, 3. 
chalcopyga (Axona), 222* 
chalcopygus (Eristalis), 
222 . 

chalybeus (Pipunculus), 
15. 

Cheilosia, 41. 

Cbilosia, 24, 25, 28, 41 , 

46, 230. 

Chriohyna, 280. 
Cbrysochlamys, men¬ 
tioned, 230. 
Chrysogaster, 28, 39. 
Chrvsogastrin^e, 294. 
chrysopygus (Eristalis), 
196,200. 

chrysopygus (Megaspis), 
196, 200. 

ClIRYSOTOXINiE, 27, 294 . 
Chrysotoxum, 24, 294 . 

2 E 
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Chymophila, 307. 
Cicadula, mentioned, 2. 
ciliatus ( P/atychirus), 54. 
cincta (Myopa), 381. 
cincta (Rhingia), 130. 
cinctella ( Scceva ), 84. 
cinctellus (Syrphus), 84 , 
413. 

cinerea {Myopa), 373, 
374. 

cinereo-ceneus (Pipun- 
culus), 12, 16 . 
cinereum (Zodion), 373, 

374 . 

citrinura (Xantho- 
gramma), 95. 
citrofasciatum (Xanlho- 
gratnma), mentioned, 
95. 

citronellum (Chryso- 
toxum), 296. 
claripennis (Conops), 
'345. 

claripennis, var. ceyloni- 
cus (Conops), 346. 
clarkii ( Gas tries), 399. 
clavipes (Merodon), 211. 
clavipes (Syrphus), 211. 
clunipes (Musca), 106. 
clunipes (Sphegina), 106. 
Oobboldia, 386,391. 
CocciDiE, mentioned, 
113. 

ccemiteriorum (Ohryso- 
gaster), 39. 

cognatus (Eristalis), 175. 
communis (Eristalis), 186. 
compacta (Ceria), 329. 
complexa (Stylogaster), 
mentioned, 370. 
confrater (Syrphus), 92. 
Conopceus, 343. 

Conopid.e, 2, 26, 340 . 
CoNOPiNiE, 321, 340, 341, 
342, 343 . 

Conops, 342, 343 . 
conopsoides (Ceria), 322, 
323, 330. 

conopsoides (Musca), 322. 
consimilis (Syrphus), 
mentioned, 72. 
contractus (Microdon), 

310. 

conveniens (Microdon), 

311. 

convexum (Chryso- 
toxum), 298. 

Coprina, 244. 
cornutus (Lycastris), 
mentioned, 279. 

Qrollcs (Scceva), 85. 


ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 

corolla) (Syrphus), 85. 
coromandelensis ( Syr¬ 
phus ), 97. 

cothonea (Syrphus), 47, 
52, 410. ' 

crabroniforrais (Milesia), 
mentioned, 263. 
cranapes (Syrphus), 92, 
94. 

crassipes (Eristalis), men¬ 
tioned, 414. 

crassus (Dolickomerus ) r 
197. 

crassus (Eristalis), 197. 
crassus (Megnspis), 197 , 
414. 

Criorrhina, 24, 26, 228, 
278, 280 , 405. 
crossii (Hypoderma), 
385, 394 . 
crux (Ceria), 332. 
Cryptineura , 39. 
Cryptoneura , 39. 
cupreiventris (Xylota), 
233. 

cuprina (Xylota), 241. 
curvigaster (Helophilus), 
206, 414. 

curvipes (Eristalis), 192 , 
412 . 

curvipes (Merodon), 211. 
Cuterebra, 385. 
cyauea (Axona), 223. 
cyanea (Psilota), 38. 
cyaneus (Syrphus), 54. 
cyathiger (Syrphus), 50. 
Cynorrhina, mentioned, 
281. 

Dalmannin, mentioned, 
341. 

datamus (Eristalis), 203. 
decora (Milesia), 274. 
decorata (Coria). 326. 
decor ala ( Volucella), 147. 
Deineches, 280, 281. 
dentata (Criorrhina), 286. 
depila ( Chilosia ), 41. 
Derraatobia, 385. 
diaphana (Didea), 63. 
Didea, 24, 29, 56 . 
Dideoides, 29, 57 . 
diffusa (Physocephala), 
365. 

Dimeraspis, 307. 
dimidiata (Xylota), 232. 
dimidiatipennis (Ceria), 
329. 

dioctriaeformis (Pleuro- 
cerinella), 368: 
discolor (Volucella), 149. 


dispar (Baccha), 115. 
distinctus (Syrphus), 90. 
dives (Brachypalpus), 
276. 

dives (Xanthogramma), 
mentioned, 95. 

DrxiD.fi (mentioned), 67. 
doleschalli (Callicera), 
304. 

doleschalli (Helophilus), 
207. 

Dolichogyna, 204. 
Dolichomerus, 156, 199. 
Doliosyiphus, 156. 
Dolyosyrphus, 156. 
dorioe (Milesia), men¬ 
tioned, 274. 

Doros, mentioned, 24, 
127. 

dorsalis (Myopa), 379. 
dryaphilus (Conops), 150. 
dubium (Melannstoma), 
48. 

duodecimnotata, var. of 
Graptomyza longiros- 
tris, 140. 

duodenalis ( (Estrus), 
399. 

Eehinomyia, mentioned, 
405. 

Eciton, mentioned, 342, 
371. 

eggeri (Microdon), 309. 
elegans (Baccha), 124. 
elephantis (Cobboldio), 
392. 

elephantis ( Gastrophilusi), 
392. 

ellenriedcri (Didea), 64. 
elongata (Baccha), 113. 
elongatus (Syrphus), 113. 
Elophilus, 204. 
Endoiasimyia, 135, 153 . 
Enteromyza, 396. 
Epistrophe, 69 
eqyestris (Merodon), 
212 . 

equi (Gastrophilus), 397. 
equi ((Estrus), 397. 
ericetorum (Asarcina), 

63. 

ericetorum (Syrphus), 63. 
Eriophora, 280. 

Eriops, 156. 

Eriozoua, 30, 103 . 
EitisTALiNfi, 27, 154 . 
Eristalinus, 155, 159. 
Eristalis, 25, 26, 154, 
155 , 159,411. 

Eristalis, 41. 



Eristalodes, 156, 159. 
Eristaloides, 155, 159. 
eristaloides (Mallota). 
219. 

eristaloides (Sericomyia), 
‘292. 

Eristalomyia, 156, 159. 
errant ( Eristalis), 199. 
errans (Megaspis), 199, 
414. 

enans ( Syrphus ), 199. 
erythroceplmlus 
(Conops), 347. 
erythropygus (Syrphiis), 
97. 

eutnenioides (Ceria), 
337. 

Eumerot, 231. 
Eumerosyrphtu r, 204. 
Eumerus, 25, 26, 228, 

248. 

Eumerus, 231. 

EurMmyia, 204. 
Eurhinamallota, 280. 
Eurhynomallota, 280. 
Eurimyia, 204. 
Eurinomyia, 205. 
Eurymyia, 205. 
excisus, var. (Syrphua), 

87. 

exiguus (Pipunculus ), 3. 
extensus (Pipunculus), 
13. 

exterus (Eristalis), 203. 

Fairmairia , 377. 
tallax (Baccha), 117, 413. 
fasciata (Didea), 56 
fasciata (Eristalis), 186. 
i'asciatu, var. of Rhingia 
laticincta, 133. 
fasciatus (Eristalis), men¬ 
tioned, 185. 
fasciatus (Priomerus), 
155. 

fascipennis (Syrphus), 
64. 

fenestrata (Ceria), 333. 
/era ( Musca ), 150. 
ferrugineus (Conops ), 376, 
377. 

ferrugineus (Sicus), 377. 
ferruginosa (Milesia), 
263, 273. 

festiva (Musca), 299. 
festivum (Ohrysotoxum), 
299. 

filicornis (Pipur.culus), 
12 , 15. 

flave&cens (Botnbus), 
mentioned, 279. 
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flaviceps (Syrphus), 87. 
flavipes (Chilosia), 41. 
flavipes (Conops), 343 
davipes (Microdon), 

317. 

flavipe9 (Occemyia), 

383. 

flaoipes (Syrphus), 41. 
flavocinctus (Pipun¬ 
culus), 8. 

Jlavofasciatus (Eristalis), 
203. 

flavokirta (Lycastris), 

. 278. 

flavonotata ((i rap to¬ 
rn yza), 137. 

flavopunctata (Baccha), 
126. 

formica, mentioned, 
309. 

fruListorferi (Ceria), 

325. 

fuciformis (Mallota), 

219 

fuciformis (Syrphus), 
219. 

fulvescens (Ceria), 325. 
fulvifacies (Syrphus), 

89. 

ftilvipes (Eristalis), 181. 
fulvopubescens (Micro¬ 
don), 313. 

furcatns (Pipunculus), 
mentioned, 8 
fuscipes (Pipunculus), 
mentioned, 2. 
fuscomarginatum (Chry- 
80 toxum), 300. 
fuscotibialis (Syrphus), 

97. 

fuscus ( Conops), 173. 


gastricus ((Estrus), 397. 
Gastrophilus, 385, 386, 

396 . 

Gastrus, 396. 
gigaB (Milesia), 271. 
glossata (Xipkophero- 
myia), 278, 279. 
Gonirhynchus, 377. 
gracilis (Rbinobaccha), 
127 , 128 . 

Graptomyza, 24, 134, 
135. 

gratiosa (Baccba), men¬ 
tioned, 127. 

griseocinctus (Syrphus), 
77. 

griseuin (Zodion), 375. 
grossn (Chilosia), 46. 
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lueraorrhoidalis (Bom- 
bus), mentioned, 105. 
h&morrhoidalis ((Estrus), 
397. 

halictiformis (Eumerus), 

257. 

hnlictoides (Eumerus), 

258. 

Halictus, mentioned, 26, 
31,342. 

Haustdlia, 377. 
Heliophilus, 231, 280. 
Helophilus, 154, 155, 

204 . 

hepaticolor (Pipunculus), 
mentioned, 18, 20. 
heringi (Pipizella), men¬ 
tioned, 37. 

Heringia, 36. 

Heryngia, 36. 
himulayuna (Myiolepta), 
229. 

himalayensis (Ceria), 
330. 

himalayensis (Eriozona), 
105. 

himalayensis (Eristalis), 
168. 

himalayensis (Milesia), 
272.' 

himalayensis (Serico¬ 
myia), 292. 

himalayensis, var. of Pi¬ 
punculus campestris, 
11 . 

himalayensis, var. of 
Platychirus manicatus, 
53. 

hirticincta (Chilosia), 

45. 

holosericeus (Pipunculus), 
3. 

hortorum (Eristalis), 
173. 

HylseuB, mentioned, 342, 
373. 

hyperhorea (Scceva), 47. 
Hypoderma, 385, 386, 

394 . 

illucida (Syntta), 246. 
Imatisma , 218. 
imbelle (Musca), 299- 
imitator (Criorrhina), 
283 , 405. 

inamames (Eh-istalis), 
203. 

incisuralis (Syrphus), 

63. 

i'ndiana (Endoiasimyia), 
153. 
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indiana (Spbaeropboria), 

102 . 

indianus ( Euniero - 
syrphus), 209. 
indica (Chrysogaster), 

40. 

indica (Orthoneura), 

40. 

indica (Vipizella ), 33. 
indica (Xylota), 245. 
indicum ( C'hrysotoxum ), 

296. 

indicus (Eumerus ), 245. 
indicus (Parague), 33, 
410. 

iiifirmus (Syrphus ), 64. 
inflata (Volucella), men¬ 
tioned, 145. 
infuscatum ( Chryso- 

toxum), 299. 
insignia (Helophilus), 
207. 

intermedins (Conopa), 
353. 

interrupta (Criorrhina), 
287. 

interveniena (Merodon), 
212 , 414. 

intestinalis ( (Estrus), 
397. 

intricarioides (Eristalia), 
171. 

intricarius (Eriatalis), 
mentioned, 172. 
Iecbiodon, 29, 95, 97 . 
Iscbyrosyrpbus, 30, 65 , 
67. 

Janthinosoma, men¬ 
tioned, 385. 
javana (Ceria), 339. 
javana (Sphserophoria), 
95, 100 , 413. 
javanus (Syrphus), 100. 
jeddona( Volucella), men¬ 
tioned, 151. 
jumcntorum (Gastrus ), 
399. 

kempi (Dideoides), 59. 
klossi (Korinchia), 224, 
226. 

Korinchi.i. 154, 224 , 415. 

lacerus (I’aragus ), 35. 
lajtus (Eristalis), 165. 
Lageuosyrphus, men¬ 
tioned, 65. 

lapidarius (Bombus), 
mentioned, 145, 342. 


lappona (.Musca), 291. 
lappdnu (Sericomyia), 
291. 

Lasioph/hicus, 66. 
Lasiopthicus, 66. 
Lasiopticna, 26, 29, 66. 
Lathyrophtkalmus , 156, 
159. 

laticincta (Rhiugia), 
i32. 

laticincta, var. fasciata 
(Rhingia), 133. 
latifaseiatus (§yrpbus), 
87. 

latimaculatua (Lasio- 
pticus), 68. 
latue (Eristalia), 192. 
Lejops, 204. 

Lejota , 41. 

Leptomyia, 228. 

. libycus (Estrus), 389. 
limpidipennis (Pipun- 
culnf?), 20, 21. 
linearis ( Volucella ), 147. 
lineolce (Musca), 179. 
Liogaster, 40. 
lividiventris (Volucella), 
152. 

Iceicii ( Microcephalus ), 

402, 403. 

lcewii (Portschinskia), 

403. 

Lonchopalpus, 377. 
longicornis (Syrphus), 
97. 

longirostris (Grapto- 
myza), 140. 

longirostris, var. duo- 
decimnotata (Grapto- 
myza), 140. 

lucorum (Leucozona , 
mentioned, 69, 104. 
luniger (Syrphus), 68, 

86 . 

lunulatus (Syrphus), 67. 
luteinervis (Syritta), 
245. 

luteipes (Pipunculus), 

18 . 

luteola (Musca), 228. 
luteola (Mvioleptn), 
228 . 

lutcsceris (Senogaster), 
240. 

luteus (Paragus), 35. 
Lycastris, 24, 134, 228, 
276, 405. 


macquartii (Eristalis), 
199. 


macrocerus (Eumerus), 
mentioned, 251. 
macropoda (Sphegina), 
111 , 112 . 

macropoda (Sphegino- 
baccha),lll, 112 . 
macularis (Milesia), 266. 
maculata (Baccha), 119. 
maculata (Cephalomvia), 
389. 

maculatus ( (Estrus), 
389. 

maculipennis (Eristalia), 
167. 

maculipleura (Syrphus), 
91 , 95. 

major (Pipunculus), 10. 
JVlallota, 155. 218 . 
uianicatus (Platychii*us), 
53. 

manicatus (Syrphus), 53. 
manicatus, var. himalay- 
ens>s (Platycbirus). 53. 
5 megacephalus (Syrphus), 
187, 197. 

Megaspis, 154, 194,196. 
Melanosoma, 382. 
Melanostomn, 26, 28, 29, 

46 . 

Melithreptus, 99. 
Melitrophus, 99. 
mellifica (Apis), men¬ 
tioned, 315. 
mellinn (Musca), 46. 
mellinum (Melano- 
stoma), 46, 51. 
mentbastri (Sphaero- 
phoriaj, mentioned, 
100 . 

Merodon, 25, 154, 155, 

211 . 

Mesembrius, 204. 
Mesophila, 307. 
metallicus (Microd'on), 
312. 

Micraptoma, 231. 
Microcephalus, 402. 
Microcera , 4. 

Microdon, 23, 24, 25, 26, 

307 . 

Mickodontin^e, 26, 307 . 
Microrhincus, 261, 280. 
Milesia, 227, 263 . 
Milesiin^e, 27, 226 . 
mirabilis (Pipunculus), 
19. 

Mixogaster, 24,307. 
Mongomioides, men¬ 
tioned, 67. 
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montanus (Botnbua), 
mentioned, 284. 
montanum (Zodion),375. 
monticola (Korinchia), 
mentioned, 226. 

Mulio, 30, 31, 36, 294. 
multif&rius (Eristalis), 
194 , 414. 

munda (Physocepbala), 
363, 356, 361 . 
mttndus (Syrphus), 92,94. 
Muscida, mentioned,26 
342, 367, 378. 
mussitans (Arctophila), 
mentioned, 291. 
mutabilis (Microdon), 
307. 308. 

mutabilis ( Musca), 307. 
Mycktohiiilidje, men¬ 
tioned, 67. 

Myiolepta, 27, 227,228. 
Myotepta, 228. 

Myopa. 342. 368, 377. 
Myopella, 377, 

Myopina , 377. 

Myopinas, 26, 340, 341, 
342, 367. 


nusalis (Ga«trophilus), 
399. 

nasalis ((Estrus), 399. 
nasalis ovinus (( Estrus ), 
387. 

nasutus ( Syrphus), 97. 
natalensis (Syrphus), 97. 
nectarea (Musca), 82. 
ncctarinus (Syrphus), 82. 
Neoascia, 105. 
nepalensis (Emnerus), 
253. 

nepalensis (Eumerus), 
251. 

nicobarensis (Eumerus), 
251. 

niger (Eristalis),163,414. 
nigricosta (Baccba), 118. 
nigrimanns (Temno- 
stomn). -262. 

nigripes, var. of Grap- 
tomyza ventrali.i, 143. 
niyritus ( Gastms), 399. 
nigriventris (Conops), 
346. 

nigriventris (Myopa;. 
380. 

nigroaenea (Cbilosia), 45. 
nigroaenescens (Xylota), 
mentioned, 240. 
nigrofasriata (Physo¬ 
cepbala), 359. 


nigronitens (Pipunculus), 
17. 

nitens (Pipunculus), 21. 
uoctiluca (Pipiza), men¬ 
tioned, 37. 

nova-guinea (Meli- 
threptus), 97. 
nubeculosa ( Volucella ), 
147. 

nubeculosus (Gonops), 
350. 

nubilipennis (Baccha), 
116 , 413. 

nursei (Physocepbala), 
360. 

nursei (XylotA), 240. 

obliquus (Eristalis), 164. 
obscoru (Ceria), 338. 
obscurata ( Eristalis), 163. 
ob6curitursis (Eristalis), 
188, 190 , 414. 
obscurus (Pipunculus), 3. 
oceanica (Syritta), 244. 
Occemyia, 368, 382. 
Ocyptamus, mentioned, 
113, 127. 

Odynerus, mentioned, 
342. 

(EstridjB, 26, 383. 
(Estrus, 385, 386, 387. 
Olbiosyrphus, men¬ 
tioned, 67. 
Omegasyrphus, 307. 
Oncomyiu, 382. 
opaliua (Volucella), 146. 
opiraius (Syrphus), 88. 
orientale (Melunostoma), 
48, 410. 

orients lis (Bombus), 
mentioned, 284. 
orientalis (Eristalis), 170. 
orientalis (Mallota), 219. 
orientalis (Polydonto- 

mgia), 212. 

orientalis (Stylogaster), 
372. 

orientalis (Syritta), 246, 
415. 

orientalis (Syrphus), 48. 
orientalis (Teuchomerus), 
414. 

orientalis, var. of Eristalis 
quinquelineatus, 183. 
ornata (Milesia), men¬ 
tioned, 263. 
ornata (Xylota), 236. 
ornatifrons (Ceria), 331. 
ornatum (Xantho- 
gramina), mentioned, 
95. 


ornatus (Conops), 350. 
ornatus (Meroaon), 236. 
ornatus (Syrphus), 94. 
Omidia, 144. 
orsua (Syrphus), 80. 
Ortboneura, 27, 28, 40. 
Ortiioptera, mentioned, 
341. 

Osmia, mentioned, 342. 
ovata (Dideoides), 57, 

60 . 

ovinus ((Estrus), 387. 
ovis ((Estrus), 387. 
oxyacanth® (Criorrhina), 
281. 


pactyas (Conops), 349. 
pallidus (Merodon), 217. 
pallineuris (Eristalis), 
160. 

Palpada, 155. 

Paragus, 26, 28, 30,227, 
409. 

paralleli (Musca), 179. 
Paramixogaster, 307, 

319 . 

Parhelophilus, 205. 
paria (Eristalomyia), 
183. 

patricia (Ceria), 335. 
pecorum (Gastrophilue), 
401. 

pecorum, ((Estrus), 401. 
pedicellata (Baccba), 
mentioned, 127. 
pedissequua (Musca), 94. 
pedium (Melanostoma), 
47, 52, 410. 

pedius (Syrphtis), 47, 52. 
pelluccns (Musca), 145, 
150. 

pellucens (Volucella), 
145, 150 , 151. 
pendula (Musca), 205. 
pendulus (Helophilus), 
25, 205. 

penicillata (Xylota), 242. 
perpensus (Eumerus), 
260. 

perplexus (Eumerus), 
261. 

vfeifferi (Syrphus), 97. 
Phalangtis, 36. 

Phorosia, 377. 
Physocepbala, 342, 343, 
345,355. 

Phytomyia, mentioned, 
196. 

picta (Eristalomyia), 187. 
picta (Myopa). 379, 
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Pictinia, 377. 
pictipes (Tigridiamyia), 
212 . " 

pilipes ( Cartosyrphus), 

43. 

pilipes (Chilosia), 43. 
pilipes (Helophilus), 
mentioned, 210. 
pipiens (Musca), 244, 
245. 

pipiens (Syritta), 244, 

245 . 

Pipiza, mentioned, 26, 
36, 37. 

Pipizella, 28, 36 . 
PlPUNCULIDiB, 1 , 26, 406. 
Pipunculus, 1,2,3, 4,406. 
Planes, 244. 
planifacies ( Melano - 
stoma), 50. 

planifacies (Syiphus), 50. 
Platycheirus, 52. 
Platychirus, 24, 27, 28, 
29, 52 . 

PlatypezidjE, mentioned, 

2 . 

Plesia, 46 

Pleuroeerinella, 341, 367, 

368 . 

plumbella (Yerrallia), 22. 
plumbicineta (Bacelia), 
121 . 

plumbiventris (Cliilosia), 

44. 

podagrica (Ascia), 105. 
podagricus (Syrphus), 
105. 

polistoides (Oeria), 335. 
politics (Pccragus), 409. 
polycbromatus(Eristalis), 
180. 

Polydonta, 214. 
Polydontomyia, 212, 214. 
Pompilus, mentioned, 
342. 

porcina ( Musca), 173. 
Portschinskia, 386, 402 . 
Priomerus, 154, 155 . 
Prothechus, 4. 
proxima (Xylota ), 245. 
przewalskyi (Micro¬ 
cephalies), 404. 
przewalskyi (Portschin- 
skia), 285, 403, 404 . 
Psilota, 28, 38 . 
Psylogaster, 46, 69. 
Pterallastes, 214. 
Pferocera, 144. 
Ptychuproctus, 369. 
pulchellus ( Platychirus ), 
54. 
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pulcherrimns (Euuierus), 
255. 

palchriceps (Helophilus), 

i86. 

pulchrifrons (Baccha), 
117, 122. 

pulverulentus (Eumerus), 
258. 

punctifer (Eristalis), 186. 
Purpurella , 377. 
putescens (Syrphus), 150. 
py rastri (Lasiopticus), 25, 
66 . 

py rastri (Syrphus), 25, 

66 . 

pyropygus (Bombus), 
mentioned, 284. 


quadrata (Physocephala), 
364. 

quadri fascia turn (Chryso- 
toxuiu), 300. 
quadrifasciaius (Conops), 
mentioned, 342. 
quadrilineatus (Syrphus), 
181. 

quadristriatus (Eristalis), 
mentioned, 176. 
quadristrigatii9(Hy]aius), 
mentioned, 373. 
quadrivittata (Eristalis), 
210 . 

quadri vittatus (Helo¬ 
philus), 210 , 414. 
quartarius (Pipunculus), 
19. 

quinquelineatus (Eri¬ 
stalis), 183 , 187-8. 
quinquelineatus (Eri¬ 
stalis), mentioned, 189. 
quinquelineatus (Syr- 
phus), 183. 

quinquelineatus, var. 
orientalis (Eristalis), 
183. 

quinquestriatus (Eri¬ 
stalis), 187 , 189, 191. 
quinquestriatics(Syrphus), 
187. 

quinquevittatus (Eri¬ 
stalis), 187. 

quiilquevittatus (Syr¬ 
phus), 81. 


remotus (Syrphus), 78. 
Rhingia, 24, 25, 30, 129 , 
227. 

Rhinobaccha, 30 127 . 
llhyngia, 129. 


ribesii (Musca), 69. 
rihesii (Scceva), 76. 
ribesii (Svrpbus), men¬ 
tioned, 25, 90. 
ridens ( Eristalis ), 162. 
robinsoni (Korinchia), 
mentioned, 226. 
robusta (Baccha), 120. 
rostrata (Conops), 129. 
rostrata (Rhingia), 129. 
rostratus (Syrphus), 63. 
rufa (Korinchia), 224. 
rufescene(Physocephala), 
360. 

ncficauda (Eriozona), 

104. 

ruficauda (Volucella), 
152. 

ruficaudus (Microdon), 
317,415. 

rufitacies (Syritta), 247. 
rufipes (Conops), 355. 
rufipes (Mallota), 220. 
rufipes (Physocephala), 
355. 

ruBventris (Paragus), 
34 , 413. 

rufiventris (Pipizella), 
37. 

rufoeincta (Pipizella), 

37. 

rufofasciatus (Conops), 
353. 

rufoscutellatus (Eu¬ 
merus), 254. 

sackeni (Callicera), 306. 
salutaris (Castries), 399. 
salute femes ( (Esines), 
399. 

sal vice (Asarcina), 63. 
salvice (Syrphus), 63. 
sapphirina (Baccha), 
122 , 414 . 

Scceva, 47, 69. 
scitule (Musca), 82. 
scitulus (Musca), 82. 
scripta (Musca), 99. 
scripta (Sphserophoria), 
99. 

scutetlare (Crysotoxum), 
299. 

scutellaris (Azpeytia), 

221 . 222 . 

scutellaris (Ischiodon), 
97, 101, 102,413. 
scutellaris (Scceva), 97. 
scutellaris (Sphcero- 
phoria), 95, 97. 
snetellaris (Syrphus). 97. 
segues (Musca), 231. 



seen is (Xylota), 231. 
se< en it ica ( Catabomba), 
67. 

seleniticus (Lasiopticus), 
67, 87. 

seinicinerea (Rbingia), 
134. 

eemifulva (Milt si a), 271. 
sepulcbralis (Conops), 
348, 35(1. 

sepulchralis (Eristalis), 
161, 20*5. 

sepulchralis ( Mttsca), 

161. 

sepulchralis (Physo- 
ccphala), 348. 
serarius (Syrphus), 73, 
413. 

Bericomyia, 27, 227, 

291. 

Sericomyza, 291 . 
terrains (Mulio), 31. 
serratus (Paragus), 31, 
413. 

sexfasciatum ( Chryso - 
toxum), 290. 
sexmaculata (Milesiu), 
205. 

sexinaculata (Rhingia), 

131. 

eexuotata (Graptomvza), 
142. 

sexvittatus (Eamcrus), 
260. 

Sicns. 308.376. 
signata (Volucella), 140. 
simioides (Criorrbina), 
282. 

Simoides, 156. 
simplicipes (Arctophila), 
289. 

simulalns (Eristalis), 

177,414. 

sinensis (Eristalis), men¬ 
tioned, 175. 
sinensis (Muscat, 203. 
singalensis (Pipunculus), 
408. 

sir® ^Iscbyrosyrpbus), 
06. 

solitus (Eristalis), 172. 
solstiti;tlis(Clirvsogaster), 

39. 

solstitial is \Eristalis), 39 . 
Sumnla. 280 . 
Sputliiogaster, men¬ 
tioned, 127. 

Splnvrophoria, 24, 23, 

40 Mo 9Q 

Sphegina, 23, 30, 106. 
Spheginobaccha, 30, 111. 
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Sphex, mentioned, 342. 
Sphixea , 263. 
Sphiximorpha, 322, 327. 
Sphixosoma , 343. 
Sphoegina, 106. 

Sphyxcea, 263. 
Sphyximorpha, 322. 
Spilomyia, mentioned, 
26. 

Spiximorpha, 322. 
splendens (Eumerus), 251, 
252. 

splendens (Sijrphus), 97. 
splendida (Milesia), 
263. 

splendidus (Syrphtts), 
263. 

spurius ( Cephalops ), 3. 
spurius (Chalarns), 3. 
spurius ( Pipunculus ), 3. 
squamipennis (Micro- 
don), 316. 

stilboides (Microdon), 
311. 

slrigata (Pipisa), 248. 
strigatus (Eumerus), 

248. 

stylala (Con ops), 369. 
stylata (Stylogaster), 
369,371. 

Stvlogaster, 341, 342, 
'307, 369. 

S/i/loiiiyia, 341, 360, 
371. 

sulwneus (Pipunculus), 

12. 

su/tjacens (datints), 399. 

sumatranus (Microdon), 
mentioned, 318. 
suturalis (Eristalis), 
193. 

sylvaticus (Eristalis ), 
173. 

Sypitta, 24, 22S. 244. 
SyRi'iun.E, 2, 23, 409. 
8 yki*hTn.e, 25, 26, 27. 
svrplioides (Eriozona), 

* 103. 

syrphoidcs (Scam). 103. 
Svrphus, 24, 25. 26, 28, 
‘29, 69 . 

Syrphus , 155. 


tabanoides (Eristalis), 

186, 189. 

tamiata (Splncrophoria), 
mentioned, 100. 
taniiops (Eristalis), 186. 
t cento pus ( Eristalodcs ). 

186. 


tnphicus (Eristalis), 162. 
Tenvwcera, 144. 
Temnostctma, 228, 261 . 
tenax (Eristalis), 154, 
156, 157,173,411. 
tenax (Musca), 156, 
173. 

tenella (Phjaocephala), 
366. 

tenellus (Conops), 366. 
tenuis (Sphegina), 111. 
terrestris (Bombus), 
mentioned, 145, 
testacen (Myopa), 381. 
testaceus (Conops), 354. 
testaceus (Conops), 381. 
testaceus (Paragus ), 35, 
36. 

Teuchoonemi9, 214. 
Teuchotnerus, 414. 
Thamnotettix, men¬ 
tioned, 2. 

Thccopkora, 382. 
tibialis (ParagU9), 409 , 
413. 

tibialis (Pipiza), 409. 
tigerina (Dideoides), 62. 
tiger i n us( Ischyrosyvph us ', 
62. 

Tigridiamyia . 211. 
tincfipcnnis ( Baccha ), 
110 . 

tinctovittata (Grapto- 
tnvza), 139. 

Turn un.fi, mentioned, 
07, 370. 

tit Mat or ((Estrus), 389. 
topiaria (Scceva), 70. 
topiarius (Syrphus), 76. 
torridus (Eristalis), 186. 
tortuosa (Eristalis ), 103. 
torvus (Syrpluis). 70. 
tranqucharica (Musca), 
181. 

transpositus (Eristalis), 

100 . 

transvcrsus (Meg asp is), 

201 . 


transversus (Pipunculus), 
13. 


traiisversus(Syrphus), 79. 
tredecinipunctatu(Ceria), 
330. 

Trentepoblia, mentioned, 

07. 


triangulifera 
124, 414. 
triangulifera 

327. 


(Baccba), 

(Ceria), 


tricoloripes (Sphegina). 
109. 
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trifasciata (Volucella), 
147. 

Triglyph us, mentioned, 
24. 

triligatus (Syrphus), 82. 

trilimbatus (Syrphus), 92, 
94. 

trilineata (Dideoides), 
62. 

trinotata (Ceria), 333. 

Triodonta , 214. 

tristis (Syrphus), 161. 

tristriata (Spbegina), 
108. 

trochanterica (Ischiodon), 
97. 

Tropidia, mentioned, 
230. 

tuberculatus (Brachy- 
palpus), 275. 

tuberculutus (Eumerus), 
248. 

tuberculatus (Helophilus), 
214. 

tuberculatus (Merodon), 
214. 

tijpica (Asarcina), 03. 


Ubristes, 307. 
umbrosa (Baccha), ] 19. 
unicolor (Microdon), 
318. 

uniform is (Pipunculus), 
14. 

univittatum (Molano- 
stoma), 50, 411, 413. 
univittatus (Syrphus), 
50. 
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ursina (Volucella), 151. 
ursvius (Eristalis), 168. 


valgus (Bracln palpus), 
275. 

valgus (Syiphus), 275. 
vallestris(Bombus), men¬ 
tioned, 279. 

varicolor (Merodon), 215. 
variegata (Milesia), 268. 
varipes (Eristalis), 199. 
velutinus (Ateleneura), 3. 
ventralis (Graptomyza), 
135, 143 . 

ventraiis, var. nigripes 
(Graptomyza), 143. 
Verrallia, 1, 3, 21. 
verticalis (Milesia), 269. 
Vespa, mentioned, 25, 
342. 

vespyeformis (Baccha), 
mentioned, 127. 
vespi (brine (Teiuno- 
stoma), 262. 

vespi for mis (Mixogaster), 
307, 319, 320. 
vespi fonnis (Paramixo- 
gaster), 307, 320. 
vetcrinus ( (Estrus 399. 
vilis (Eristalis), men¬ 
tioned, 414. 
violaceum (Cbryso- 
toxum), 302. 
virens (Muli«*\ 36. 
viridaenea (Splnero- 
phoria), 101. 
viridaureus (Si/rphus), 
82. 


vitripennis (Syrphus), 
mentioned, 90. 
vivida (Criorrhina), 

285 

Volucella, 24, 25, 26, 
135, 144 . 

VOLUCELLINiE, 27, 134 . 
volucelloides (Axona), 
222 . 

vorticosus (Bombus), 
mentioned, 284. 
vulgaris (Conops), 173. 
vulpinus (Eristalis), 173. 


Xantbogramma, 29, 67, 
92, 94 . 

Xiloteja, 228. 
Xiphophei'omyia, 276. 
Xylota, 24, 25, 228, 
231 . 

Xylota, 244. 

Xyloiceja, 228. 


yerburyi (Chrysofoxum), 
304. 


zebrina (Eristalomyia), 
183. 

Zctterstcdtia, 218. 
Zodi.m, 340, 341, 342, 
367, 368. 373 . 
zoualis (Eristalis), 203. 
zonal is (Syrphus), 203. 
zonatus (Megaspis), 
203 , 414. 

zonatus (Syrphus), 203. 




EXPLANATION OF PLATE I. 


PlPUNOUIilD^, SyBPHID.®. 

Fig. 1. Pipunculus major , sp. nov., antenna; p. 10. 

2. „ subameus, sp. nov., antenna; p. 12. 

3. „ tramversus , sp^. nov., antenna ; p. 13. 

4. ,, chalybeus, sp. nov., antenna; p. 15. 

5. „ uniformis , Brun., antenna ; p. 14. 

6. Paragus serratus , F., head in profile; p. 31. 

7 „ ,, scutellum. 

8. „ indicus , Bran., head in profile ; p. 33. 

9. Pipizella rufiventris, Bran., head in profile; p. 37. 

10. ,, „ abdomen. 

11. Platychirus manicaius , Meig., var. himdlayensis , Brun., 

[head in profile ; p. 53. 

12. „ „ abdomen, d. 

13. „ albimanus, F., front leg, 6 ; p. 54. 

14. Melanostoma orientate, Wied., abdomen, <5 ; p. 48. 

15. Didea fasciata, Macq., abdomen, 5; p. 56. 

16. Dideoides ovata , Brun., abdomen, ; p. 60. 

17. „ „ abdomen, $. 

18. Asarcina ericetorum , F., abdomen ; p. 63. 

19. Syrphns balteatus , Be Geer, abdomen (typical); p. 82. 

20. ,, „ var. alternans , abdomen. 

21. „ cinctellus, Zett., abdomen; p. 84. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE II. 


Sykphid^. 

Fig. 1. Asarcina ericetomrn , F., abdomen, S ; p. 63. 

2. Lasiopticus seleniticxis, Meig., abdomen, c?; p. 67. 

3. „ latimciculcitus, sp. nov., abdomen, S ; p. 68. 

4. „ „ abdomen, $ 

5. Syrphus albostriatus , Fin., abdomen, <$ (normal/; p. 72. 

6. ,, „ abdomen, 3 (var.). 

7. „ „ abdomen, $ (var.). 

8. „ „ abdomen, $ (var.). 

9. Dideoides Jcempi, sp. nov., abdomen, <$; p. 59. 

10. Syrphus griseocinctus , sp. nov., abdomen, 6 ; p. 77. 

11. „ serarius , Wied., abdomen, <J (var.); p. 73. 

12. „ „ abdomen, <* (normal). 

13. „ „ abdomen, 5 (normal). 

14. „ „ abdomen, $ (var.). 

15. „ remotus , sp. nov., abdomen, $ ; p. 78. 

16. „ quinquevittntus , sp. nov., abdomen, $; p. 81. 

17. „ confrater , Wied., abdomen, ; p. 92. 

18. „ corollce, F., abdomen, $ ; p. 85. 

19. „ latifasciatus , Macq., abdomen, 5; p. 87. 

20. Xanthogramma citrinum , sp. nov., abdomen, <J; p. 95. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE III. 


Sybphidjs. 


4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 




1* 




M 




y. 1. Sphcerophoria Indiana , Big. ( = u form 1,” Brun.), ab¬ 
domen, c?; p. 102. 
2. „ „ „ abdomen, $. 

3 „ ( = “ form 2,” Brun.), abdo- 

[men, 3 
„ abdomen, $ 

( = “ form 3,” Brun.), abdo- 
[men, 3 . 

„ abdomen, <j> 

viridcenea , Brun. ( = form 4,” Brun.), ab- 

[domen, 3; p. 101. 
„ (=“ form 4," Brun., ab- 

[domen, $ 

9. Sphegina bispinosa , Brun., head in profile, cf ; p. 107. 
10. „ „ wing. 

LI. „ tricoloripes, Brun., hind leg; p. 109. 

12. Baccha amphithoe , Walk., head in profile; p. 126. 

13. Bhingia cincta, De Meij., abdomen ; p. 130. 

14. ,, binotata, Brun., head in profile; p. 131. 

15. „ sexmaculata , Brun., abdomen; p. 131. 

16. „ angusticincta , Brun., abdomen; p. 133. 

17. Graptomyza ventralis , Wied., var. nigripes , Brun., 

[abdomen; p. 143 

18. „ flavonotata, Brun., thorax and abdomen ; 

[p. 137. 

19. ,, angustimarginata, sp. now, head in pro- 

[file; p. 141. 

20. Eristalis suturalis , sp. nov., abdomen, $ ; p. 193. 

21. „ basifcmoratus, sp. nov., head in profile, $; 

[p. 175. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE IV. 


STBPHmfi. 

Fig. 1. Eristalis simulatus, sp. nov., head in profile, $ ; p. 177 


2; 

J9 

lastus , Wied., thorax and abdomeu, $ ; p. 165. 

3. 

99 

scpulckralis, L., abdomen; p. 161'. 

4. 

99 

obliquus , Wied., abdomen; p. 164. 

5. 

99 

polychromatu8 , sp. nov., abdomen ; p. 180. 

6. 

99 

arvorum , F., abdomen, J ; p. 181. 

7. 

99 

„ abdomen, $. 

8. 

99 

quinquelineatus , F., var. orientalis, var. nov., 
[front view of head, $ ; p. 183. 

9. 

99 

„ abdomen, <?. 

10. 

99 

„ abdomen, $ 

11. 

99 

quinquestriatus , F., front view of head, cf; 

[p. 187. 

12. 

99 

„ front view of head, $ . 

13. 

99 

„ abdomen, cf. 

14. 

99 

„ abdomen, $. 

15. 

99 

obscuritarsis , de Meij., front view of head, J ; 

[p. 190 

16. 

99 

„ front view of head, . 

17. 

99 

„ abdomen, c? 

18. 

99 

„ abdomen, $ 


19. Megaxpis crassus, F., front view of head, $ ; p. 197. 

20. „ argyrocephalus, Macq., abdomen (really 
[shorter than figured, owing to its curvature); p. 201. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE Y. 


Syephid-®. 



4. 

5. 

6 . 


7. 


8 . 

9. 


10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 


16. 


17. 

18. 


Belophilus bcngalensis , Wied., head in profile ; p. 209. 
„ „ abdomen, c?. 

„ „ abdomen, $ 

„ quadrivittatus , Wied., abdomen, cf; p. 210. 

„ „ abdomen, 2 . 

„ insignis , Walk., abdomen, d ; p- 207. 

„ „ abdomen, 2 . 

„ census, Brun., 2 5 P* 206. 

Merodon tuberculatus, Brun., abdomen ; p. 214. 

Axona cyanea , Brun., head in profile ; p. 223. 

Criorrhina interrupta , Brun., abdomen; p. 287 

Xylota auronitens , Brun., hind leg, cf; p. 239. 

„ bistriata, Brun., hind leg, d ; p. 238. 

Syritta pipiens, L., hind leg, cf (European specimen); 

[p. 245. 


1 * 


„ abdomen (Indian specimen). 
orientalis, Macq., abdomen, <3 ; p. 246. 
„ hind leg, 6 . 

ru/ifacics, Big., hind leg, d; p. 247. 


n 
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Plate V. 
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EXPLANATION OP PLATE YL 

Sybphidje, Conopid.*, CEbtbid-®. 


Pig. 1. Eumerus nieobarensig, Sch., bind tarsus, ; p. 251. 

2. „ aurifr&M, Wied., abdomen; p. 252. 

3. „ „ bind tarsus, <J. 

4. „ albifrons, Walk., front view of bead, 6 ; 

[p. 257. 

5. „ halictoides, Bran., antenna; p. 258. 

6. „ pulverulentva, Brun., front view of bend, 6 ; 

Tp. 258. 

7. Microdon annandahi , Brun., head in profile; p. 316. 

8. Ceria eummioides, Saund., abdomen ; p. 337. 

9. Conops nubcculosus, Big., abdomen ; p. 350. 

10. Physocephala bicolor, sp. nov., wing; p. 367. 

11. rufescens, sp. nov., wing; p. 360. 

12. „ calopus , Big., abdomen; p. 364. 

13. „ ,, wing. 

14. (dastrophilus equi, Clark, front view of head; p. 396. 









